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MODULE A:  

INTRODUCTION 

 

STUDENT MATERIALS 
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LESSON ONE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  
INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the description on immigration.  

 Use the glossary to help you understand new words. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Immigration 

 

Approximately, 41 million people in the United States are immigrants.1 

 

                                                      
1 http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-

states#Current and Historical 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states%23Current%20and%20Historical
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states%23Current%20and%20Historical
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People immigrate to the United States from all over the world. The largest number of 

immigrants comes from Mexico.2  Mexico shares a border with the United States. Some 

undocumented immigrants cross the border in secret. They pay smugglers (or 

“coyotes”) to help them enter the United States illegally. 

 

People immigrate for different reasons. Some immigrants come to the United States to 

escape war or poverty in their home country. Some immigrants come to the United 

States to be with their family. Some immigrants come to the United States because they 

want to build a better life for their family in their home country.  

 

Many immigrants are children. Some children travel to the United States with their 

family. Some children are separated from their family for a long time. The mother or 

the father goes to the United States to make money. They send money back home so 

the other family members can live a better life or come to the United States later. 

 

 

Word and Translation Definition 

back home 

patria 

home country; homeland 

border 

frontera 

the line between two countries  

children 

niños 

young people; kids 

 

coyotes 

traficantes 

smugglers (guides who take people into a country illegally) 

(informal) 

                                                      
2 http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-

states#Current and Historical 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states%23Current%20and%20Historical
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states%23Current%20and%20Historical
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Word and Translation Definition 

escape 

escapar 

get away from danger; leave; flee 

 

family 

familia 

 

 

family members  

miembros de la familia 

people in a family 

father 

padre 

a male parent 

 

home country 

patria 

country where a person is from 

illegally 

ilegalmente 

against the law; not allowed by law 

immigrants 

inmigrantes 

people who immigrate (or move) to another country 

immigrate 

inmigran 

 

move to another country 

money 

dinero 

   

mother 

madre 

a female parent 
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Word and Translation Definition 

 

poverty 

pobreza 

condition of being poor; having little money 

separated 

separado 

not together 

smugglers 

traficantes 

guides who take people into a country illegally 

undocumented 

indocumentado 

having no official papers 

United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

a country in North America 

 

war 

guerra 

fighting between countries; conflict 

 
 

WORD BANK 
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family 

Mexico 

poverty 

better life 

41 million 

guides 

money 

war 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. How many people in the United States are immigrants? 

Approximately __________ people in the United States are immigrants. 

 

2. Where are most immigrants from? 

Most immigrants are from __________. 

 

3. Who are undocumented immigrants? 

Undocumented immigrants are people who __________ (do/ do not) have official 

papers. 

 

4. Who are smugglers? 

Smugglers are __________ who take people into a country _________ 

(legally/illegally). 

 

5. Why do people immigrate to the United States? 

Some immigrants come to the United States to escape __________ or __________. 

Some immigrants come to the United States to be with their __________.  

Some immigrants come to the United States because they want to build a 

__________. 

 

6. Why are some children separated from their family? 

The mother or the father goes to the United States to make __________. 

 

 

3. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the summary of Immigration Stories. 

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class. 
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 Listen as your teacher talks about the immigration stories you will read.  

Immigration Stories 

 

We are going to read stories about children who immigrated to the United States. Some 

of the stories are fiction. Some of the stories are nonfiction. 

 

Fiction means that the story is not true. The people and the events in the story are not 

real. The story came from the writer’s imagination. 

 

Nonfiction means that the story is true. The people and the events in the story are real. 

It is a story that happened in real life. 

 

 

Word and Translation Definition 

children 

niños 

young people; kids 

 

fiction 

ficción 

a story from imagination; not true 

 

immigrated 

inmigraron 

 

came to live in the United States 

 

nonfiction 

no ficción 

a true story 
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United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

a country in North America 

 

 
QUESTIONS 

1. What does fiction mean? 

Fiction means that the story __________ (is/is not) true. 

 

2. What does nonfiction mean? 

Nonfiction means that the story __________ (is/is not) true. 

 

 

4. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS  

Dictionary Skills: 

 Listen as your teacher reviews how to use a glossary. 

 Look at the words in alphabetical order. 

 Look at the Spanish translation (or add your own translation). 

 Look at the definitions and pictures to help you understand the words. 
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LESSON TWO (OPTIONAL) 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to consult (look at) the glossary to determine (find out) the meanings of 

words. 

 

2. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review family words so you will be ready to read stories about families. 

 

Family Members 

 Family members are people in a family. 

 Look at the pictures and answer  questions about the family members. 

Family 

members: 

 mother 

 father 

 daughter 

 

 

 
 

Look at the picture. Fill in the family words. 

 

1. The woman is a ___________. 

father 

daughter 

mother 
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2. The man is a ___________. 

 

3. The girl is a ___________. 

 

 

Family 

members: 

 mother 

 father 

 two sons 

 

 

 

 

     
 

Look at the picture. Fill in the family words. 

 

1. The woman is a ___________. 

 

2. The man is a ___________. 

 

3. The little boy is a ___________. 

 

4. The big boy is a ___________. 

 

 

  

  

father 

mother 

son 
son 
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Family 

members: 

 sister 

 brother 

 

                        
 

Look at the picture. Fill in the family words. 

 

1. The girl is a __________. 

 

2. The boy is a __________. 

 

 

Your Family 

 Who are the people in your family? 

 Write the names of the people in your family and your relationship. 

 Share with a partner. 

Name Relationship (e.g., mother, father, sister, brother) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 brother 

sister 



 12 

PART B: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Fill in an example in the column provided. You may use the word in a 

sentence, give an example, or translate the word. 

 

Student Glossary - Introduction 

Word and 

Translation 

Definition Your sentence, example, or 

translation 

back home 

patria 

home country; homeland  

border 

frontera 

the line between two countries  

boy 

niño 

male child 

 

 

brother 

hermano 

male sibling  
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition Your sentence, example, or 

translation 

child 

 

niño 

o 

hijo 

a young human (boy or girl) 

 

OR 

a son or daughter 

 

 

children 

 

niños 

o 

hijos 

 

 

young people; kids 

  

OR 

sons and daughters 

 

 

choice 

decisión 

decision; option 

 

 

citizen 

ciudadano 

a person who can live and work in a 

country legally  
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition Your sentence, example, or 

translation 

citizenship 

ciudadanía 

being able to live and work in a 

country legally 

 

cousins 

primos 

children of aunts or uncles  

coyote 

traficante 

smuggler  

(informal)  

 

daughter 

hija 

a person’s female child  

 

 

decision 

decisión 

conclusion; choice  

escape 

escapar 

get away from danger; leave; flee 

 

 

family 

familia 

 

 

 

family 

members 

miembros de la 

familia 

people in a family   

father 

padre 

a male parent  
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition Your sentence, example, or 

translation 

 

future 

futuro 

 

time that is still to come; destiny; fate  

girl 

niña 

female child 

 

 

go back 

volver 

return to a place 

 

 

grandmother 

abuela 

the mother of a person’s mother or 

father 

 

home 

 

hogar 

o 

casa 

 

 

a place where people live  

(house or apartment) 

 

 

home country 

patria 

 

country where a person is from  
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition Your sentence, example, or 

translation 

husband 

marido 

 

a married man 

 

 

illegal 

ilegal 

not allowed by the law  

immigrants 

inmigrantes 

people who immigrate (or move) to 

another country 

 

immigrate 

inmigrar 

move to another country  

immigration 

inmigración 

moving to a new country  

job 

trabajo 

position; work  

kids 

niños 

 

children 

 

 

legal 

legal 

allowed by law  
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married 

casada 

having a husband or wife 

 

 

money 

dinero 

  

 

mother 

madre 

 

a female parent 

 

 

neighborhood 

vecindario 

 

 

an area of a city or town; community

 

 

separated 

separado 

not together  

sister  

hermana 

female sibling 
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smuggle 

contrabandear 

cross a border illegally; enter a 

country in secret 

 

smuggler 

traficante 

guide who takes people into a 

country illegally 

 

son 

hijo 

a person’s male child 

 

 
 

 

together  

juntos 

with another  

undocumented 

indocumentado 

having no official papers  

United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

a country in North America 
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MODULE B:  

SOMETHING ABOUT AMERICA 

 

STUDENT MATERIALS 
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LESSON ONE 
 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to consult (look at) the glossary to determine (find out) the meanings of 

words. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

PART A: LOOKING AT THE COVER 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the cover of your book Something about America. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions about the title and the picture.  

QUESTIONS 

1. What do you see on the cover of the book? 

 

2. What does the girl look like? 

 

3. What is the girl wearing?  

 

 
PART B: PARTS OF A POEM 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains the parts of a poem.  

 A poem is a piece of writing. 

 

 The title is the name of the poem. 

 

 A stanza is a group of lines in the poem. 
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

 Listen as your teacher reviews how to use a glossary. 

 Look at the words in alphabetical order. 

 Look at the Spanish translation (or add your own translation). 

 Look at the definitions and pictures to help you understand the words. 

  

 

4. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  
INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the summary of Something about America.  

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Summary 

Something about America is a book of poems. The poems tell the story of a young girl.  

The girl is from Kosovo. There was a war in Kosovo. Many people died in the war. 

The girl was burned by fire. 
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The girl and her family immigrated to the United States. They wanted to escape the 

war. They wanted medical treatment for the girl’s burns. 

The story is fiction, but it is inspired by real events. 

 
Word and 

Translation 

Definition 
Picture or Example 

burned 

quemada 

hurt or injured by fire 

 

 

 

 

burns 

quemaduras 

injuries from fire 

escape 

escapar 

get away from 

danger; leave; flee 

Fire fighters help people to escape when 

there is a fire. 

fiction 

ficción 

a story from 

imagination; not true 

The story is fiction because it did not 

happen in real life. 

fire 

fuego 

 

the heat and light from 

something burning 

 

 

girl 

niña 

female child 
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition 
Picture or Example 

immigrated 

inmigraron 

 

came to live in the 

United States 

 

 

 

Kosovo country in Europe 

 

 

medical 

treatment 

 tratamiento 

médico 

giving medicine; cure 

 

 

poems 

poemas 

pieces of writing; 

usually with strong 

emotion, sometimes 

with words that 

rhyme, or sound 

similar 

 

United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

United States of 

America 
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition 
Picture or Example 

war 

guerra 

fighting between 

countries; conflict 

 

 

 

WORD BANK 

escape writing war Kosovo 

not true girl    burned medical treatment 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is a poem? 

A poem is a piece of ________. 

 

2. Who are the poems about? 

The poems are about a young ________. 

 

3. Where is the girl from? 

The girl is from ________. 

 

4. What happened in Kosovo? 

There was a ________ in Kosovo. 

 

5. What happened to the girl? 

The girl was ________ by fire. 

 

6. Why did the girl and her family immigrate to the United States? 

They wanted to ________ the war.  

They wanted ________for the girl’s burns. 

 

7. What is fiction? 

Fiction is a story that is ________. 
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LESSON TWO 

 

Something about America 

Turn to page 9 to the poem “Because I Look Like Where I’m From.”  

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the cover of your book Something about America. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. Today we are going to read a poem called “Because I Look Like Where I’m 

From.” In this poem, the girl talks about what she looks like.  

 

2. Look at the picture on the cover of Something about America. What does the girl 

look like? 

 

3. Turn to page 9. The tile says “Because I Look Like Where I’m From.” Where is 

the girl from? 
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the parts of the body with your class. 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Touch each body part as your teacher says the word. 

 Write the body parts on the picture of the man. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

arms 

 

 

lips 

 

 

eyes 

 

 

neck 

 

 

hair 

 

 

 



 27 

  

Parts of the body: 

 neck 

 arms 

 hair 

 eyes 

 lips 

 

 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the poem aloud. 

 Read the poem again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“Because I Look Like Where I’m From”  

Page 9. 

Stanza 1. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What are people asking the girl about?  

WORD BANK 

neck kids happened look like 

things arms    

  

__________ 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

__________ 

__________ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who is asking the questions?  

Other _______ are asking the questions. 

 

2. What does “stuff” mean?  

Stuff means _______. 

 

3. What questions do the kids ask the girl? 

The kids ask, “What’s that stuff on your _______ and on your _______?” 

The kids ask, “What _______ to you?” 

The kids ask, “Why do you _______ you do?”      

            

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What are people asking the girl about?  

 

“Because I Look Like Where I’m From”  

Pages 9-10. 

Stanzas 2-3. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What change happens in the last sentence?  

WORD BANK 

kids not prepared English five 

ready 

figure out 

summer America say 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How old was the girl? 

The girl was __________ years old. 

 

2. What time of year was it?  

It was __________. 

 

3. Where does the girl live? 

The girl lives in __________.  
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4. The girl was “not ready.”  What does “not ready” mean?  

The girl was __________. 
 

5. Why did the girl say she was “not ready”?  

The girl was not ready for the _________ in her new neighborhood in America. 

The girl was not ready for __________ in all those different accents. 

The girl was not ready to __________ what she wanted to _____ in any 

language. 

   

6. How does the girl feel now?  

Now she is __________. 
                                     

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What change happens in the last sentence?  

 

 

“Because I Look Like Where I’m From”  

Page 10. 

Stanzas 4-6. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What happened in this poem? Summarize in your own words.  

WORD BANK 

ready 

I am 

look like 

red 

black 

not ready 

knows 

country 

dark 

proud 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What color is the girl’s hair? 

The girl has __________ hair. 
 

2. What color are the girl’s eyes? 

The girl has __________ eyes. 
 

3. What color are the girl’s lips? 

The girl has __________ lips. 
 

4. What reasons does she give for why she looks like she does? 

Because __________ who I am. 
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Because I __________ where I’m from. 

5. What does “I Look Like Where I’m From” mean? 

I look like my home __________. 

  

6. How do the girl’s answers to the questions change in the poem? 

In the beginning, the girl was __________ to answer. 

Now the girl is __________.  

Now the girl _________ who she is. The girl is __________ of where she is from. 

                                                                                             

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What happened in this poem? Summarize in your own words.   

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the poem again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

perfect 

present 

where I’m from now past 

QUESTIONS 

1. How does the poem show a change in time? 

The word _______ in Stanza 3 shows a change in time. It shows the reader that 

the girl is has changed from talking about the _______ to talking about the 

______. 

 

2. What word shows us that the girl likes the way she looks? 

The word _______ in Stanza 4 shows us that the girl likes the way she looks. 

 

3. How does the poem show us that the girl identifies with (feels a strong 

connection with) her home country?  

The girl says, “I look like ___________” in Stanza 6. 
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Student Glossary – Because I Look Like Where I’m From  

Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

accents 

acentos 

ways of talking My five-year-old 

summer-before-kindergarten self 

was not ready for the kids 

in my new neighborhood 

in America, 

not ready for English 

in all those different accents 

America  

América o 

Estados Unidos 

 

United States of America 

 

My five-year-old  

summer-before-kindergarten self  

was not ready for the kids 

in my new neighborhood  

in America 

arms 

brazos 

 

What’s that stuff  

on your neck  

and on your arms? 

eyes 

ojos 

 

I have black hair  

and dark eyes 

figure out 

descifrar  

to begin to understand 

something 

not ready to figure out 

what I wanted to say  

in any language 

hair 

pelo 

 

I have black hair 
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Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

kids 

niños 

 

children 

 

My five-year-old  

summer-before-kindergarten self  

was not ready for the kids 

in my new neighborhood  

in America 

lips 

labios 

 

I have black hair 

and dark eyes 

and perfect red lips. 

look like 

pareces  

have the appearance of Why do you look like you do? 

neck 

cuello 

 

What’s that stuff 

on your neck 

and on your arms? 

neighborhood 

vecindario 

 

 

an area of a city or town; 

community 

 

My five-year-old  

summer-before-kindergarten self  

was not ready for the kids 

 in my new neighborhood 

in America 

perfect 

perfecto 

no mistakes or faults I have black hair 

and dark eyes 

and perfect red lips. 
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Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

ready 

listo 

prepared My five-year-old 

summer-before-kindergarten self 

was not ready for the kids 

in my new neighborhood 

in America, 

not ready for English 

in all those different accents, 

not ready to figure out 

what I wanted to say 

in any language.  

reason 

motivo 

cause; rationale I look like I do 

for the same reason  

I have black hair 

and dark eyes…  

self 

mismo 

person; personality My five-year-old  

summer-before-kindergarten self  

was not ready for the kids 

 in my new neighborhood  

in America 

stuff 

cosas 

thing (or things) What’s that stuff  

on your neck  

and on your arms? 

where I’m from 

de donde soy 

my home country; the 

place I come from 

I look like  

where I’m from. 
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LESSON THREE 

Something about America 

Turn to page 11 to the poem “Lucky.”  

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the central (main) ideas from Enrique’s 

Journey. I will summarize the text: I will rewrite the main ideas in my own words. 

 

2. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 
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lucky                                                                                    afortunado 

 

 
 

 

She won money. She is lucky. 

Picture: Look at the picture. The woman won a lot of money. She is lucky. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word lucky. When something good happens, we are lucky. 

We say, “Good luck!” when we want something good to happen. 

Partner talk: Have you ever been lucky? What happened? Use this sentence frame: I was 

lucky when _____ .  

Story connection: The poem is called “Lucky.” The first stanza says: Lucky, that’s us, a lucky 

family. That means that something good happened to the family. You will read the poem to 

learn how they were lucky.   

 

  



 37 

3. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the poem aloud. 

 Read the poem again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“Lucky”  

Pages 11-12. 

Stanzas 1-3. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Based on the title, what is the central idea of the poem?  

WORD BANK 

girl family home country father 

men missing mother dead 

dead missing   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who is lucky?  

The ________ is lucky. 

 

2. Who are the members of the girl’s family?  

The _____, her _______, and her _______ are the members of the girl’s family. 

 

4. What does “back home” mean?  

Back home means their ____________. 

 

3. How is luck measured back home?  

Luck is measured in young _____. 

 

4. Why does the girl say that her father is lucky?  

The father is not ______. 

The father is not _________. 
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5. What probably happened to the young men in Stanza 2?  

The young men were probably ______ or _________. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Based on the title, what is the central idea of the poem? 

 

“Lucky”  

Page 12. 

Stanzas 4-6. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What is the theme of the poem? Summarize in your own words.  

WORD BANK 

fire alive lucky unlucky 

trapped stolen   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What three events happened in Stanza 4?  

Their possessions were ________. 

Their house was swept up by ______ (or burned). 

Their daughter was _________ inside the house. 

 

2. Why does the girl say her family was lucky?  

Her family got out ________. 

 

3. How does the girl’s motivation to write the poem become clear over the course 

of the poem?  

In the poem, the girl shows that many _________ things happened back home. 

In the end, the girl shows that they were _______ to get out alive. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What is the theme of the poem? Summarize in your own words. 
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4. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the poem again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

good alive difficulties alive 

immigrate    

QUESTIONS 

1. What does “lucky” mean?  

Lucky means that something ______ has happened. 

 

2. What does “lucky” mean to the girl?  

Lucky means they are _______. 

 

3. The girl uses the word “lucky” many times in the poem. How does the tone 

change when the girl uses the word “lucky” again and again?  

It shows that the usual meaning of the word lucky _____ (is/is not) the same as 

the girl’s meaning of the word lucky.  

 

4. Why is it important for the girl to define what “lucky” means back home?  

The meaning of lucky is ______ (is/is not) the same back home as it is in the 

United States.  

 

5. How does the girl use her unique point of view to show us the cultural 

experience of an immigrant?  

The poem shows us that the girl and her family had many ______________ in 

their home country. 

The poem shows us that they were lucky to get out _______. 

They were lucky to ___________ to the United States. 
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Student Glossary – Lucky 

Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

alive 

vivo 

having life; not dead how many are still  

alive  

in your village? 

back home 

patria 

home country; homeland Back home, 

Luck is measured in men,  

young men 

daughter 

hija 

a person’s female child  

 

It does not matter 

if all your possessions  

were stolen 

and your house was swept up 

by fire 

with your four-year-old daughter  

trapped  

inside. 

dead 

muerto 

not living; not alive Lucky, 

that’s my father, 

a lucky man, 

not dead 

family 

familia 

 

Lucky, 

that’s us, 

a lucky family: 

my mother 

my father 

and me. 

father 

padre 

a male parent 

 

a lucky family: 

my mother 

my father 

and me 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

find 

encontrar 

to locate something that 

was lost; discover 

young men 

if you can find them 

fire 

fuego 

 

 

It does not matter 

if all of your possessions  

were stolen 

and your house was swept up 

by fire 

It does not matter 

No importa 

It is not important It does not matter 

if all your possessions 

were stolen 

luck 

suerte 

good fortune 

 

Back home, 

luck is measured in men, 

young men 

lucky 

afortunado 

having good fortune 

 

Lucky, 

that’s us, 

a lucky family 

measured 

medido 

counted Back home, 

luck is measured in men, 

young men 

missing 

desaparecido 

lost; not around any 

more 

Lucky, 

that’s my father, 

a lucky man, 

not dead 

not missing, 

just lucky. 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

mother 

madre 

 

a female parent 

 

Lucky, 

that’s us, 

a lucky family: 

my mother 

my father 

simple 

sencillo 

easy to understand It’s very simple. 

stolen 

robado 

taken without 

permission 

It does not matter 

if all your possessions 

were stolen 

swept up 

llevado 

carried away; removed It does not matter 

if all your possessions  

were stolen 

and your house was swept up 

by fire 

trapped 

atrapado 

difficult to escape It does not matter 

if all your possessions  

were stolen 

and your house was swept up 

by fire 

with your four-year-old daughter 

trapped inside. 

village 

aldea 

a small town how many are still  

alive 

in your village? 
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LESSON FOUR 
 

Something about America 

Turn to page 13 to the poem “Something Pretty Special.”  

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

 

Student Content Objective: 

I will be able to determine (find out) the meaning of words and phrases (groups of 

words) in the story. 

 

2. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 
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slice                                                                                  pedazo 

 
slice of bread 

 

 

 
 

slice of pizza 

 

 
 

slice of pie 

Picture: Look at the pictures. You can see a slice of bread, a slice of pizza, and a slice of pie. A 

slice is a part of something larger. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word slice. Slice has more than one meaning: 

1. A slice can be a thin, flat piece cut from something you eat (such as a slice of bread or a 

slice of pie). 

2. A slice can also be used to talk about a piece of something larger (such as a slide of land) 

or even something that isn’t physical (such as a slice of a business)  

Partner talk: What would you like a slice of? Use this sentence frame: I would like a slice of 

_________.  

Story connection: In the poem “Something Pretty Special,” the teacher describes the class as a 

slice of America. This means they are part of America. The girl compares her class to a slice of 

bread and a slice of pizza. The girl uses the slice as a metaphor to describe the class. 

 

 

3. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the poem aloud. 

 Read the poem again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 
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“Something Pretty Special”  

Page 13. 

Stanzas 1-3. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Stanza 3 show us the theme of the poem? 

WORD BANK 

eighth grade best thirteen her teacher 

likes    

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How old is the girl?  

The girl is __________ years old. 

 

2. Why is the girl happy?  

The girl is happy to be in ______________. 

 

3. Why does the girl feel lucky? 

The girl is lucky to have Ms. Lee as _______. 

 

4. Why does the girl tell us about Ms. Lee?  

Ms. Lee is the ______ teacher in the whole school. 

Ms. Lee _______ all of the students a lot. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Stanza 3 show us the theme of the poem? 

 

 

 

“Something Pretty Special”  

Pages 13-15. 

Stanzas 4-5. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the theme of the poem develop in Stanzas 4 and 5? 

WORD BANK 
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think about something 

something very special 

everything 

slice 

different 

different 

nothing 

kind 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How does Ms. Lee describe the class?  

Ms. Lee says the class is a _______ of America. 

 

2. What does “something pretty special” mean?  

It means _________________________. 

 

3. What does “wonder” mean?  

Wonder means ________________________. 

 

4. What does the girl wonder?  

The girl wonders what _______ of slice Ms. Lee has in mind. 

 

5. What does the girl say about the slice of bread?  

The class is __________ like a slice of American bread. 

 

6. Why does the girl say that her class is nothing like a slice of American bread?  

The slices of bread _____ (are/are not) all the same. 

But the kids in the class _____ (are/are not) all the same. 

 

7. What does the girl say about the slice of pizza?  

The pizza has ____________ on it. 

 

8. Why does the girl say that her class could be a slice of pizza?  

The pizza has a lot of ____________ toppings on it, mixing together. 

The kids in the class _____ (are/are not) all ___________, just like the toppings 

on the pizza. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the theme of the poem develop in Stanzas 4 and 5? 
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4. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the poem again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

likes part appreciates knows 

reflects change   

QUESTIONS 

1. Stanza 1 says, “Now I am thirteen.” What does the word “now” tell us?  

The word now in Stanza 1 shows a _________. 

Before, the girl ______ (was/was not) a typical American schoolgirl. 

But now, the girl ______ (is/is not) a typical American schoolgirl. 

 

2. Stanza 4 says, “Our class is a slice of America.” What does this mean?  

The class is _______ of America. 

The class ___________ (or shows) the diversity of America. 

 

3. Let’s look at Ms. Lee’s role in the poem: 

a. How does Ms. Lee feel about her students?  

Ms. Lee _______ her students a lot. 

b. How is Ms. Lee’s understanding of her students different from just liking 

them?  

Ms. Lee ________ who her students are. 

c. Why is this important to the girl?  

Ms. Lee ______________ (or values) the diversity of the students in the 

class. 
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LESSON FIVE 

 

Something about America 

Turn to page 13 to the poem “Something Pretty Special.” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard:  

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme. 

 

Student Content Objective: 

I will be able to analyze (examine and explain) how the characters (people in the 

story) develop (change and grow) over the course of the story. 

2. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 

3. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the poem aloud. 

 Read the poem again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 
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 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“Something Pretty Special”  

Pages 15. 

Stanza 6. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the girl’s description of the class in Stanza 6 relate to the theme developed 

in Stanza 5? 

WORD BANK 

baseball caps braids coverings silk 

jeans silence slang muslin 

jewelry scarves accents  

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What do the kids in the class wear?  

The kids in the class wear _________ and head __________ and 

_______________. 

The kids in the class wear _______ and _______ and __________. 

 

2. How are the kids decorated?  

The kids are decorated with _________ and __________. 

 

3. What are the three ways the kids speak?  

The kids speak in ________ and __________ and ___________. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the girl’s description of the class in Stanza 6 relate to the theme developed 

in Stanza 5? 
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“Something Pretty Special”  

Pages 15-16. 

Stanza 7. 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the theme of the poem come to a resolution in the final words of the poem?  

WORD BANK 

colorful beautiful reflects pretty 

slice   fashion   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How does the girl describe herself at the beginning of Stanza 7?  

She says she_____ (is/is not) so different. 

 

2. What does “pretty” mean?  

Pretty means _____________. 

 

3. Why does the girl wear scarves?  

The girl wears scarves for ___________.  

The girl wears scarves to be _________________.  

 

4. How does the girl’s description of herself contribute to the poem’s theme?  

The girl says she has a ____________ collection of scarves. 

The girl ___________ (or shows) the diversity of America. 

The girl is a _________ of America. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does the theme of the poem come to a resolution in the final words of the poem? 
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4. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the poem again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

who two colorful no 

American    

QUESTIONS 

1. In Stanza 7, the girl says she is “not so unusual.” Why is that important?   

 

The girl says she has ______ languages, she has _____ accent, and she has a 

___________ collection of scarves. 

 

These three things are _____ she is now. She is part of ____________ style. 

Therefore, these things ____ (do/do not) make her unusual. 
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Student Glossary - Something Pretty Special 

Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

accent 

acento 

way of talking I have two languages 

in my head 

and no accent 

on my lips 

America  

Estados 

Unidos 

 

United States of 

America 

 

Our class  

is a slice of America 

baseball cap 

gorra de 

béisbol 

 

 

I know we are 

a slice of American style 

in scarves and head coverings 

and baseball caps 

choice 

decisión 

decision; option 

 

I wear around my neck, 

for fashion,  

to be pretty,  

my choice 

my story. 

collection 

colección 

group of things and a colorful collection of scarves 

I wear around my neck 

colorful 

colorido 

having many colors 

 

and a colorful collection of scarves 

I wear around my neck 

decorated 

decorados 

made something more 

beautiful 

we are decorated 

with braids and jewelry 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

eighth 

grade 

octavo grado 

grade 8 I am a typical American schoolgirl,  

happy to be in eighth grade 

fashion 

moda 

style of clothes 

 

and a colorful collection of scarves 

I wear around my neck,  

for fashion,  

to be pretty  

has in mind 

tiene en 

mente 

is thinking of I do wonder sometimes 

just what kind of slice 

Ms. Lee has in mind. 

jeans 

pantalones 

de mezclilla 

pants made of blue 

cotton 

 

we wear jeans 

and silk and muslin 

 

jewelry 

joyas 

things worn for 

decoration (such as, 

ring, necklace, or 

bracelet) 

 

we are decorated 

with braids and jewelry  

lips 

labios 

 

I have two languages 

in my head 

and no accent 

on my lips 
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lucky 

afortunado 

having good fortune 

 

I am a typical American 

schoolgirl,  

happy to be in eighth grade, 

and lucky to have Ms. Lee 

mixing 

mezclando 

putting different things 

together 

 

But we could be 

a slice of pizza 

with everything on it,  

all the toppings mixing 

together 

neatly 

cuidadosame

nte 

 

 

in order; organized 

 

We’re nothing like 

a slice of American bread 

lined up neatly 

with the other slices 

neck 

cuello 

 

and a colorful collection  

of scarves 

I wear round my neck 

plastic 

plástico 

 

all wrapped 

in plastic. 

pretty 

bonita 

beautiful; good-

looking 

(adjective) 

for fashion 

to be pretty 

my choice 

my story 
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pretty 

bastante 

very; really; 

moderately 

(adverb) 

Our class 

is a slice of America 

Ms. Lee likes to say,  

and that’s something 

pretty special. 

scarves  

bufandas 

pieces of cloth worn 

around the neck 

 

and a colorful collection  

of scarves 

I wear around my neck 

silence 

silencio 

no sound 

 

we speak in slang 

and accents 

and silence. 

silk 

seda 

a soft and shiny cloth 

 

we wear jeans 

and silk and muslin 

 

slice 

pedazo 

a piece of something 

 

Our class  

is a slice of America 

style 

estilo 

way I know we are 

a slice of American style 

typical 

típica 

just like other people I am a typical American schoolgirl,  

happy to be in eighth grade 
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unique 

única 

different from 

everything else 

 

I am not so different 

not so unusual 

not particularly unique 

unusual 

inusual 

not usual; not ordinary I am not so different 

not so unusual 

not particularly unique 

wonder 

pregunto 

want to know 

 

I do wonder sometimes 

just what kind of slice 

Ms. Lee has in mind 
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MODULE C: 

ENRIQUE’S JOURNEY, CHAPTER 1 

 

STUDENT MATERIALS 

 

 

  



 58 

LESSON ONE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

L.9–10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to consult (look at) the glossary to determine (find out) the meanings of 

words. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the cover of your book, Enrique’s Journey. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions about the title and the picture.  

QUESTIONS 

1. This book is called Enrique’s Journey. What is a journey? Whose journey is this 

book about? 

 

2. What do you see on the cover of the book? 

 

3. The cover of the book says, “The True Story of a Boy Determined to Reunite 

With His Mother.” Is this book fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? 

 

4. What do you think will happen in this story? 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Open your book to the map on page viii. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions about the map. 

 Trace your finger along Enrique’s journey. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Where did Enrique start his journey?  

 

2. Which countries did Enrique pass through?  

 

3. Where did Enrique end his journey?  

 

4. Which parts of the journey did Enrique travel by road?  

 

5. Which parts of the journey did Enrique travel by rail (train)?  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Open your book to the photos in the center of the book. 

 Look at the pictures. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions about the pictures. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What do you see in the pictures?  

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews how to use a glossary. 

 Look at the words in alphabetical order. 

 Look at the Spanish translation (or add your own translation). 

 Look at the definitions and pictures to help you understand the words. 
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4. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  
INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the description on immigration from Honduras.  

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class.  

Honduras 

 

 

Immigration from Honduras to the 

United States 

 

Immigration From Honduras 

 

Honduras is a country in Central America. Most people in Honduras speak Spanish.  

 

From 1980 to 2000, approximately 200,000 people from Honduras immigrated to the 

United States.3 Approximately 20,000 were children under the age of 15 years old.4 

 

Most Hondurans came to the United States because they were very poor.5 Many 

Hondurans were farmers. Natural disasters, like Hurricane Mitch, destroyed their 

fruit fields and destroyed their income.6 They wanted to find a better life in the 

United States. 

 

Many Honduran immigrants were undocumented. They did not have official papers. 

They traveled to the United States in secret. They had to pay “coyotes” (or 

                                                      
3 http://www.census.gov/population/foreign/data/stp-159-2000.html 
4 http://www.census.gov/population/foreign/data/stp-159-2000.html 
5 http://immigrationinamerica.org/555-honduran-immigrants.html 
6 http://immigrationinamerica.org/555-honduran-immigrants.html 

http://www.census.gov/population/foreign/data/stp-159-2000.html
http://www.census.gov/population/foreign/data/stp-159-2000.html
http://immigrationinamerica.org/555-honduran-immigrants.html
http://immigrationinamerica.org/555-honduran-immigrants.html
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smugglers) a lot of money to help them. The trip was very dangerous and difficult. 

They faced violence and crime. They had to travel through hot deserts. They were 

separated from their families for a long time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word and Translation Definition 

crime  

crimen 

actions that are against the law 

dangerous  

peligroso 

not safe 

deserts 

desierto 

 

very dry area 

 

faced 

enfrentaron  

confronted (or dealt with) something difficult or dangerous  

Hondurans 

hondureños 

 

people from Honduras 
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Honduras 

Honduras 

a country in Central America 

 

immigrants 

inmigrantes 

people who immigrate (or move) to another country 

immigrated 

inmigraron 

came to live in the United States 

 

separated 

separado 

not together 

smugglers 

traficantes 

guides who take people into a country illegally 

undocumented  

indocumentado 

having no official papers 

United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

a country in North America 

 

violence 

violencia 

fighting; when people do things that hurt others 
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WORD BANK 

poor 

violence 

separated 

200,000 

20,000 

crime 

Central America 

 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. Where is Honduras? 

Honduras is in ______________. 

 

2. How many people from Honduras immigrated to the United States? 

Approximately __________ people from Honduras immigrated to the 

United States. 

 

3. How many children from Honduras immigrated to the United States? 

Approximately ___________ children from Honduras immigrated to the 

United States. 

 

4. Why did Hondurans immigrate to the United States? 

Most Hondurans came to the United States because they were very 

________. 

 

5. What does “undocumented” mean? 

Undocumented means a person who _________ (does/does not) have 

official papers. 

 

6. Who are smugglers? 

Smugglers are people who guide people into a country _____ 

(legally/illegally). 

 

7. Why was the trip to the United States dangerous? 

The immigrants faced __________ and __________. 

 

8. Why was the trip to the United States difficult? 

The immigrants were ___________ from their families for a long time. 
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LESSON TWO 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to page 19, paragraphs 1–4, of “The Boy Left Behind.”   

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

L.9–10.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to use context (other words in the sentence or paragraph) to determine 

(decide) the meanings of words. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the cover of your book, Enrique’s Journey. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. What is the title of the book we are going to read?  

 

2. What do we know about Enrique? 

 

 

3. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS   

 Read the summary of Enrique’s Journey. 

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class. 
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Enrique’s Family 

 

  
 

Summary of Enrique’s Journey 

 

Enrique’s Journey is a nonfiction book. It is a true story about a boy named Enrique.   

 

Enrique is the main character in the story.  

 

The other characters in the story are: 

 Lourdes (Enrique’s mother) 

 Belky (Enrique’s sister) 

 Luis (Enrique’s father) 

 María Marcos (Enrique’s grandmother) 

 

Enrique was born in Honduras. When Enrique was 17 years old, he traveled to the 

United States to find his mother. He traveled by train. The journey was very difficult 

and dangerous.  

  

María Marcos 

Lourdes Luis 

Belky Enrique 
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Word and Translation Definition 

characters 

personajes 

people in a story 

dangerous 

peligroso 

not safe 

Honduras 

Honduras 

a country in Central America 

 

journey 

travesía 

a long trip 

 

main character 

personaje principal 

most important person in a story 

mother 

madre 

 

a female parent 

 

nonfiction 

no ficción 

a true story 

train 

tren 
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United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

a country in North America 

 

WORD BANK 

Honduras 

mother 

Luis 

true 

Enrique 

Belky 

María Marcos 

Lourdes 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is nonfiction? 

Nonfiction is a __________ story. 

 

2. Who is the main character in Enrique’s Journey? 

__________ is the main character. 

 

3. Who are the other characters in Enrique’s Journey? 

The other characters are: __________ (Enrique’s mother), __________ (Enrique’s 

sister), __________ (Enrique’s father), and __________ (Enrique’s 

grandmother). 

 

4. Where is Enrique from? 

Enrique is from __________. 

 

5. Why did Enrique travel to the United States? 

Enrique traveled to the United States to find his __________. 

 

 

4. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 
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PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

left                                                                                     quedar 

  
 

The mother is going to work. The father and son are left at home. 

Picture: Look at the picture. The mother is leaving the house. She is leaving her 

family behind. She is going to work. She is saying good-bye to the father and the son. 

The father and the son are left at home. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word left. Left means “let something or someone 

stay in a place.” If you left your backpack at school, it means that you did not take 

your backpack home. Your backpack will stay at school until you go back to school. If 

a person is left at home for the afternoon, they will stay at home for the afternoon.  

Partner Talk: Have you ever left something at school or at home by accident? What 

have you left? Use this sentence frame: “I left _____ (at school/at home).”  

Story Connection: Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey is called “The Boy Left Behind.” This 

means that the boy was left at home. He did not go with his mother. 

The story says, “Belky will be left with Lourdes’s mother and sisters. Enrique will be 

left with his father.” This means that Belky will stay with Lourdes’ mother and sisters 
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and Enrique will stay with his father. Belky and Enrique will not leave with their 

mother. 

 

5. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Page 19 

Paragraphs 1–3 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What does Lourdes understand that Enrique does not? 

WORD BANK 

emptiness 

terror 

nothing 

Lourdes 

Enrique ache 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who is the boy? 

The boy is __________. 

 

2. Who is the boy’s mother? 

The boy’s mother is __________. 

 

3. What does Lourdes understand? 

Lourdes understands the __________ she is about to inflict. 

 

4. What does Lourdes know? 

Lourdes knows the __________ and the __________ that Enrique will feel. 

5. In paragraph 3, what does Lourdes say to Enrique? 

Lourdes says __________.            
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does Lourdes understand that Enrique does not? 

 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Page 19 

Paragraphs 4–5  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Lourdes feel toward Enrique? Why is Lourdes unable to speak to Enrique? 

WORD BANK 

chatterbox 

talkative 

bathe 

shy 

kiss 

happen 

five 

affectionate 

feed 

hug 

picture 

say 

talk 

kiss 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. The story says, “What will become of him?” What does that mean? (Look at 

the glossary.) 

It means, “What will __________ to him?” 

 

2. The story says “he is a chatterbox.” What does that mean? (Look at the story.) 

He is __________.  

He likes to __________. 

 

3. The story says that Enrique loves Lourdes deeply. How do we know? 

Enrique does not let anyone else __________ him or __________ him. 

Enrique is openly __________ with Lourdes. 

Enrique is a __________ with Lourdes. 

 

4. In paragraph 4, what does Enrique ask Lourdes to do? 

Enrique asks Lourdes to give him a __________. 

5. In the story, Enrique pleads “Dame pico, Mami.” What does that mean? (Look at 

the story.) 

It means “Give me a __________, Mom.” 

 

6. How does Enrique act without Lourdes? 
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Enrique is __________. 

 

7. In paragraph 5, there are three things Lourdes cannot do. What are the three 

things? 

Lourdes cannot __________ a word. 

Lourdes cannot carry Enrique’s __________. 

Lourdes cannot __________ Enrique. 

 

8. How old is Enrique? 

Enrique is __________ years old. 

                                        

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Lourdes feel toward Enrique? Why is Lourdes unable to speak to Enrique?  

 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

ache 

loving 

Honduras 

two 

close 

loneliness 

United States 

fear 

 

emptiness 

pain 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 2 says, “Lourdes understands… the terror she is about to inflict.“ 

What does terror mean? How do you know? (Look at the story.) 

Terror means __________ and __________. 

We know this because the story says Lourdes knows the __________ and 

__________ Enrique will feel. 

 

2. In paragraph 4, the author uses Enrique’s Spanish words. How do the Spanish 

words help us understand the story? 

The Spanish words show a __________ and __________ relationship between 

Enrique and Lourdes. 

The Spanish words show that Enrique is caught between __________ worlds—

the world of __________ and the world of the __________. 

 

3. In paragraph 5, the author repeats the word “cannot” many times. How does 

this show us the tone of the story? 

It shows the __________ Lourdes feels when she thinks about leaving Enrique. 
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LESSON THREE 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to page 20, paragraphs 6–8, of “The Boy Left Behind.”   

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to analyze (examine and explain) how the characters (people in the 

story) develop over the course of the story. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTION 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 
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PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

afford permitirse 

  
His pockets are empty. He has no money. 

He cannot afford to buy things. 

Picture: Look at the picture. This man’s pockets are empty. He has no money. He can’t 

afford to buy things. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word afford. Afford means having enough money to 

pay for something. If you can afford something, it means you have enough money to buy 

it. If you cannot afford something, it means you do not have enough money to buy it. 

Partner Talk: What can you afford to buy with $10? Use this sentence frame: “I can afford 

______ with $10.”  

 What can you afford to buy with $100? Use this sentence frame: “I can afford ______ 

with $100.”  

Story Connection: The story says, “Lourdes can barely afford food for Enrique and his 

sister.” This means that Lourdes is very poor. She barely has enough money to buy food. 

It is difficult for Lourdes to buy food. 

The story says, “Lourdes cannot afford uniforms or pencils.” This means that Lourdes 

does not have enough money to buy uniforms or pencils for school. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Page 20 

Paragraphs 6–7 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Describe Lourdes’ life in Honduras. Summarize in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

Tegucigalpa 

birthday cake 

pencils 

street 

sells 

Honduras 

food 

impossible 

uniforms 

twenty-four 

toy 

seven 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Where do Lourdes and Enrique live?  

Lourdes and Enrique live in ____________, the capital of _____________.  

 

2. How old is Lourdes?  

Lourdes is ____________ years old. 

 

3. What does Lourdes do to make money?  

Lourdes _______ things. 

 

4. Where does Enrique play?  

Enrique plays in the ________. 

 

5. Paragraph 7 says, “A good job is out of the question.” What does this mean? 

(Look at the glossary.)  

It means, “A good job is ____________.” 
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6. What things can Lourdes barely afford?  

Lourdes can barely afford ______. 

 

7. What things can Lourdes not afford?  

Lourdes cannot afford a ____ or a _____________.  

Lourdes cannot afford ________ or ________.   

 

8. How old is Belky?  

Belky is ________ years old. 

 

9. Paragraph 7 says, “Enrique and Belky are not likely to finish grade school.” 

What does this mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

Enrique and Belky will ______ (probably/probably not) finish grade school. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Describe Lourdes’ life in Honduras. Summarize in your own words. 

 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Page 20 

Paragraph 8  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Lourdes’ outlook change from paragraph 7 to paragraph 8? 

WORD BANK 

television tin roof United States shack 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What is the only place that gives Lourdes hope? 

The _______________ is the only place that gives Lourdes hope. 

 

2. How did Lourdes discover the United States?  

Lourdes saw images of the United States on ____________. 

 

3. Describe Lourdes’ childhood home. 

Lourdes’ childhood home was a two-room _______ made of wooden slats. 

Lourdes’ childhood home had a flimsy ________. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Lourdes’ outlook change from paragraph 7 to paragraph 8? 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

bad very different hopeless   

QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 7 says, “Their future is bleak.“ What does bleak mean? How do 

you know? (Look at the story.)  

Bleak means ____ or __________. 

The story says Enrique and Belky ______ (are/are not) likely to finish grade 

school. 

2. Paragraph 8 says, “The flickering images were a far cry from Lourdes’s 

childhood home.” What does this mean? How do you know?  

 

The flickering images were _____________ from Lourdes’ childhood home. 

 

The images of the United States _____ (were/were not) full of hope. 

 

Lourdes’ childhood home ______ (was/was not) full of hope. 
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LESSON FOUR 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to pages 20–21, paragraphs 9–15, of “The Boy Left Behind.”   

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 

events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 

create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to analyze (examine and explain) how the author creates tension 

(conflict) in the story. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTION 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 
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PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

face mirar/enfrentar 

  
The woman was driving fast. She has to face the policeman. 

Picture: Look at the picture. The woman was driving fast. The policeman stopped her. 

She has to face the result of driving too fast: a ticket. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word face. Point to your face. Now we are talking about 

a different use for the word. To face something means to confront or deal with something 

difficult or unpleasant, especially with another person. For example, if you hurt your 

sister’s feelings, it might be hard to face your sister. You might not want to look at or talk 

to your sister because you feel bad. 

Partner Talk: Have you ever faced something difficult? Tell your partner. Use this 

sentence frame, “I had to face ____ when _______.”  

Story Connection: The story says that Lourdes cannot face Enrique. This means that 

Lourdes cannot look at or talk to Enrique. Lourdes is sad so it is difficult for her to face 

Enrique. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Pages 20–21 

Paragraphs 9–10 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What decisions does Lourdes make? Summarize in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

money 

separate 

sisters 

father 

one year 

leave 

guilt 

mother 

United States 

afford 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What did Lourdes decide? 

Lourdes decided to __________. 

 

2. Where will Lourdes go? 

Lourdes will go to the _________________. 

 

3. What will Lourdes do in the United States?  

Lourdes will make __________ and send it home. 

 

4. How long does Lourdes plan to be in the United States?  

Lourdes plans to be in the United States for _________ or less. 

 

5. How did Lourdes feel about her decision?  

Lourdes felt overpowered by _________. 
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6. The story says, “Lourdes will have to split up her children.” What does split 

up mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

Split up means ___________. 

7. Why does Lourdes have to split up her children?  

None of Lourdes’ family members can ________ to take both Enrique and 

Belky.  

  

8. Who will Belky live with?  

Belky will live with Lourdes’ ________ and ________. 

 

9. Who will Enrique live with?  

Enrique will live with his _______. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What decisions does Lourdes make? Summarize in your own words. 

 

 

“The Boy Left Behind”  

Page 21 

Paragraph 10–15  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How do paragraph 14 and paragraph 15 show us the theme?   

WORD BANK 

sad church future January 29, 1989 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Lourdes say to Enrique? 

Lourdes says, “Don’t forget to go to _________ this afternoon.” 

 

2. When did Lourdes leave for the United States?  

Lourdes left on ___________, _______.   

 

3. How does Enrique feel?  

Enrique feels ______. 

 

4. The story says, “This decides Enrique’s fate.” What does that mean? (Look at 

the glossary.) 
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This decides Enrique’s _________.                         

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How do paragraph 14 and paragraph 15 show us the theme?   

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

determines 

difficult 

look at better guilt 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 11 says Lourdes “cannot face Enrique.” What does this mean? How 

do you know?  

 

It means that Lourdes cannot _________ Enrique. 

The story says that Lourdes feels overpowered by _______. 

This shows us that it is __________ for Lourdes to leave Enrique. 

 

2. Paragraph 15 says, “His mother never returns to Central America. This decides 

Enrique’s fate.” How does this introduce new tension in the story?  

 

It shows us that Enrique ______ (does/does not) decide his future. 

Lourdes believes that her actions will make a ________ future for Enrique, but 

her failure to return to Honduras ____________ Enrique’s future. 
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LESSON FIVE 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

W.9–10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to summarize the events in the story of 

Enrique’s Journey. 

 

2. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Work with a partner to complete the graphic organizer. 

 Summarize the events in the story of Enrique’s Journey.  

 Review the information on your graphic organizer with your teacher. 

 

WORD BANK   

afford 

afford  

money 

split up 

kisses 

face 

cries 

bleak 

mother 

sister  

job 

 

left  

left 

leave 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: ENRIQUE’S JOURNEY, CHAPTER 1 

Event Write details from the 

story 

Summarize in your own words 

1. Lourdes 

faces many 

difficulties 

in 

Honduras. 

 Enrique lives with his 

__________, Lourdes, 

and his __________, 

Belky, in Honduras. 

 Lourdes cannot find a 

good __________. 

 Lourdes can barely 

__________ food for 

Enrique and Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ school 

supplies for Enrique 

and Belky. 

 The future is 

__________. 

Example: Lourdes had a hard 

life in Honduras. She was very 

poor. She could not afford to 

buy things for her children, 

Enrique and Belky. 

2. Lourdes 

makes a 

decision. 

 Lourdes decides to 

__________ Honduras. 

 Lourdes will go to the 

United States to make 

__________. 

 Lourdes will 

__________ Belky and 

Enrique. 

 Belky will be 

__________ with 

Lourdes’ mother and 

sister. 

 Enrique will be 

__________ with his 

father, Luis. 
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3. On January 

29, 1989,  

Lourdes 

leaves 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes __________ 

Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ Enrique. 

 Enrique __________ 

over and over that 

night. 
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LESSON SIX 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Pages 21–23, “Beverly Hills” section of “The Boy Left Behind.”  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read this section on your own or with the class. 
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LESSON SEVEN 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to pages 23–24, paragraphs 1–7, “Confusion” section of “The Boy Left Behind.” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the central (main) ideas from Enrique’s 

Journey. I will summarize the text (I will rewrite the main ideas in my own words). 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTION 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 

  



 88 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 23 

Paragraphs 1–2 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How do the boxes of clothes and toys show us a theme of the story? 

WORD BANK 

graduate 

behave 

boxes 

television 

seven 

career 

shoes 

study 

two years 

toy cars 

loves 

clothes 

RoboCop doll 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How long has it been since Lourdes left?  

It has been ___________ since Lourdes left. 

 

2. How old is Enrique?  

Enrique is _______ years old. 

 

3. What does Lourdes send? 

Lourdes sends _______ from the United States to Tegucigalpa.  

  

4. What are the boxes filled with? 

The boxes are filled with _______, _______, _______, a _______, and a _______.   

 

5. What does Lourdes tell Enrique to do?  

Lourdes tells Enrique to ________ and to ________ hard. 
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6. What are Lourdes’ hopes for Enrique?  

Lourdes hopes he will ___________ from high school and have a ________. 

 

7. What does Lourdes tell Enrique?  

Lourdes tells Enrique she _________ him. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How do the boxes of clothes and toys show us a theme of the story? 

 

 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Pages 23–24 

Paragraphs 3–6  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How do Enrique’s feelings towards his mother change between the first and second 

sections? 

WORD BANK 

grandmother 

father 

anger 

confusion 

bricklayer 

come home 

misses 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who does Enrique cling to?  

Enrique clings to his _________. 

 

2. What does Enrique’s father do for work?  

Enrique’s father is a _____________. 

 

3. Where do Enrique and his father live?  

Enrique and his father live with Enrique’s ______________.      

 

4. How does Enrique feel toward Lourdes? 

Enrique ______________ his mother less, but he _________(does/does not) forget 

her.   

5. How do Enrique’s feelings change? 

Enrique’s shock turns to ______________ and finally ______________. 
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6. What does Enrique’s grandmother say? 

Enrique’s grandmother says that Lourdes will ______________ soon. 

 

7. What happens? 

Lourdes __________ (does/does not) come home. 

                                   

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How do Enrique’s feelings towards his mother change between the first and second 

sections? 

 

 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 24 

Paragraph 7 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in today’s lesson in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

family sister pain misses 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIIONS 

1. Who is Belky?  

Belky is Enrique’s ________. 

 

2. Where does Belky live?  

Belky lives with Lourdes’ _________.   

 

3. How does Enrique feel about Belky?  

Enrique ________ Belky. 

 

4. What do Enrique and Belky have in common?  

Enrique and Belky recognize one another’s ________. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in today’s lesson in your own words. 
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5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

misses write pain missed 

QUESTIONS 

1. The story says, “Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; she is barely literate and 

this embarrasses her.” What does literate mean? How do you know?  

 

Literate means able to _________. 

 

We know because the story says that Lourdes _____ (does/does not) write long 

letters. 

 

2. How are Enrique’s feelings toward Belky similar to Enrique’s initial feelings 

towards Lourdes? 

   

Enrique hardly ever sees Belky. Enrique ________ Belky. 

 

When Lourdes left, Enrique ________ Lourdes. 

 

The loss of Belky and the loss of Lourdes create a similar ______. 
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LESSON EIGHT 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

W.9–10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to summarize the events in the story of 

Enrique’s Journey. 

 

2. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Work with a partner to complete the graphic organizer. 

 Summarize the events in the story of Enrique’s Journey.  

 Review the information on your graphic organizer with your teacher. 

 

WORD BANK   

afford 

afford  

misses 

misses 

split up 

kisses 

face 

cries 

bleak 

clings 

mother 

sister  

job 

boxes 

money 

left  

left 

leave 

hopes 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: ENRIQUE’S JOURNEY, CHAPTER 1 

Event Write details from the 

story 

Summarize in your own words 

1. Lourdes 

faces many 

difficulties in 

Honduras. 

 Enrique lives with his 

__________, Lourdes, 

and his __________, 

Belky, in Honduras. 

 Lourdes cannot find a 

good __________. 

 Lourdes can barely 

__________ food for 

Enrique and Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ school 

supplies for Enrique 

and Belky. 

 The future is 

__________. 

Example: Lourdes had a hard 

life in Honduras. She was very 

poor. She could not afford to 

buy things for her children, 

Enrique and Belky. 

2. Lourdes 

makes a 

decision. 

 Lourdes decides to 

__________ 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes will go to the 

United States to make 

__________. 

 Lourdes will 

__________Belky and 

Enrique. 

 Belky will be 

__________ with 

Lourdes’ mother and 

sister. 

 Enrique will 

be__________ with his 

father, Luis. 
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3. On January 

29, 1989,  

Lourdes 

leaves 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes __________ 

Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ Enrique. 

 Enrique __________ 

over and over that 

night. 

 

4. Lourdes 

lives in the 

United States 

and Enrique 

lives with his 

grandmother

. 

 

 Lourdes sends 

__________ of clothes 

and toys to Enrique. 

 Lourdes has 

__________ for 

Enrique’s future. 

 Enrique __________ to 

his father. 

 Enrique __________ 

his mother. 

 Enrique __________ 

his sister. 
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LESSON NINE 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Pages 24–31 of “The Boy Left Behind.”  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read this section on your own or with the class. 
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LESSON TEN 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to pages 31–33, paragraphs 1–5, of “The Boy Left Behind.” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to determine (find out) the meaning of words and phrases (groups of 

words) in the story. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTION 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 31 

Paragraphs 1–2 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

promises 

go to 

with you 

come 

home idea 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. In paragraph 1, what does Enrique ask Lourdes again and again?  

Enrique asks Lourdes, “When are you coming _______?”   

 

2. The story says “Lourdes avoids answering his question directly.” What does that 

mean? (Look at the story.)  

Lourdes _____ (does/does not) want to answer Enrique’s question. 

Lourdes _____ (does/does not) answer Enrique’s question directly. 

 

3. How does Lourdes respond to Enrique?  

Lourdes ________ they will be together again very soon. 

 

4. The story says “for the first time, something occurs to him.” What does that 

mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

He has an ______. 
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5. What changes from paragraph 1 to paragraph 2?  

In paragraph 1, Enrique wants Lourdes to ______ home. 

In paragraph 2, Enrique gets an idea to _______ Lourdes. 

 

6. In paragraph 2, what does Enrique say to Lourdes?  

Enrique says, “I want to be ____________.” 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in your own words. 

 

 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Pages 31–33 

Paragraphs 3–5  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Lourdes does not want to return to Honduras. Why? How does this show the theme of 

the story? 

WORD BANK 

legally 

steal 

nothing 

home 

resident 

steal 

citizenship 

immigration counselors 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Lourdes’ mother say to Lourdes?  

Lourdes’ mother says, “Come _______.” 

 

2. Lourdes does not want to come home. Why?  

Lourdes _______ (does/does not) want to come home with nothing. 

 

3. What does Lourdes spend a lot of money on?  

Lourdes spends a lot of money on three ___________________. 

 

4. What do the immigration counselors promise to do?  

The immigration counselors promise to help Lourdes become a ________ of the 

United States and bring her children ________.   
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5. What do the immigration counselors actually do?  

The immigration counselors do __________. 

The immigration counselors ______ Lourdes’ money.   

The immigration counselors _______ (do/do not) help Lourdes. 

 

6. Why is Lourdes frustrated (or unhappy) with herself for not dating the 

American?  

If Lourdes marries an American, she can get ___________. 

  

7. How do Lourdes’ views of America change in paragraph 4 and paragraph 5?  

America offers the promise of ____________. 

Lourdes’ attempts at citizenship _______ (are/are not) successful.                                        

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Lourdes does not want to return to Honduras. Why? How does this show the theme of 

the story? 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

nothing 

empty-handed 

nothing good grow 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 2 says, “this kernel of an idea will take root.” What does this mean?  

The idea is very small, like a seed, but it will _______ bigger, like a plant. 

 

2. Paragraph 3 says, “How can she justify leaving her children if she returns 

empty-handed?” What does empty-handed mean? How do you know?  
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Empty-handed means having ________. 

Lourdes’ hands are empty. She has ________. 

 

3. What does justify mean? How do you know?  

Justify means to show a _______ reason for something. 

The story says Lourdes is _________________. 

Lourdes ______ (does/does not) have a good reason for leaving her children. 
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LESSON ELEVEN 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to pages 32–33, paragraphs 6–10, of “The Boy Left Behind.” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

3. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS   

 Look at the pictures and read a short text about smugglers. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Discuss your answers with the class. 
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Smugglers 

A smuggler helps immigrants enter 

a country illegally. Smugglers who 

cross the Mexico-United States 

border are often called “coyotes.” 

 

Undocumented immigrants pay 

smugglers (or “coyotes”) to help 

them cross the border in secret. 

They pay thousands of dollars and 

it is very dangerous. Sometimes the 

smugglers steal their money and do 

not help them. 

 

Many immigrants take the risk 

because they want a better life in 

the United States.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Word and Translation Definition 

border 

frontera 

the line between two countries  

coyotes 

traficantes 

smugglers (guides who take people into a 

country illegally) 

(informal) 

cross 

cruzar 

to move from one side to the other 

dangerous  

peligroso 

not safe 

illegally 

ilegalmente 

against the law; not allowed by law 
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immigrants 

inmigrantes 

people who immigrate (or move) to another 

country 

risk 

riesgo 

danger 

(noun) 

smugglers 

traficantes 

guides who take people into a country illegally 

undocumented  

indocumentado 

having no official papers 

 

WORD BANK 

want cross steal coyotes 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who are smugglers? 

Smugglers are people who guide people into a country _____ (legally/illegally). 

 

2. What is another name for smugglers? 

Smugglers are often called ________. 

 

3. Who are undocumented immigrants? 

Undocumented immigrants are people who ______ (do/do not) have official 

papers to come into a country. 

 

4. Why do undocumented immigrants pay smugglers? 

Undocumented immigrants pay smugglers to help them _____ the border in 

secret. 

 

5. What is the risk? 

Sometimes the smugglers _____ their money. 

 

6. Why do immigrants take the risk? 

They ______ a better life in the United States. 
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4. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

risk riesgo 

  

The girl is taking a risk. 

Picture: Look at the picture. The girl is thinking about jumping from the roof onto the 

little trampoline. It is dangerous. She could hurt herself. The girl is taking a risk. 

Explanation: Let’s talk about the word risk. A risk is a danger. If you take a risk, there is a 

possibility you could get hurt. 

Partner Talk: Tell your partner about a risk you took. What happened? Use this sentence 

frame: “I took a risk when I ______________.”  
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Story Connection: The story says Lourdes is continually reminded of the risks of hiring a 

smuggler. Lourdes wants to be with Enrique and Belky, but she fears the danger. Enrique 

and Belky could get hurt or disappear or die. Hiring a smuggler is a risk. 

 

5. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 32 

Paragraph 6 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What does Lourdes consider doing? Why does she decide against it? 

WORD BANK 

danger 

smuggler 

guide 

 

abandoned illegally  

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What is a smuggler? (Look at the glossary.)  

A smuggler is a ______ who takes people into a country ________. 

 

2. What does Lourdes consider doing?  

Lourdes considers hiring a _______ to bring Enrique and Belky to the United 

States. 

 

3. What does Lourdes fear?  

Lourdes fears the ______ of hiring a smuggler. 

 

4. What happened with Lourdes’ smuggler? 

Lourdes’ smuggler __________ her. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does Lourdes consider doing? Why does she decide against it? 

 

 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Pages 32–33 

Paragraphs 7–10  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the stories of Lourdes’ friends in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

smuggler 

smuggler 

disappeared 

 

dangers 

 

drowned 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 7 says, “Lourdes is continually reminded of the risks.” What are 

risks? (Look at the glossary.)  

Risks are _______. 

 

2. What happened to Lourdes’ friend in Los Angeles?  

Lourdes’ friend paid a ________ to bring her sister.   

Her sister ________ during the journey. 

 

3. What happened to Lourdes’ other friend?  

Lourdes’ other friend paid a ________ to bring her three-year-old son. 

For a week, Lourdes’ friend ______ (did/did not) know what happened to her 

son. 

 

4. What happened to Lourdes’ ex-boyfriend, Santos?  

Santos __________.                                 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the stories of Lourdes’ friends in your own words. 
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6. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

personally 

risks 

family 

happened 

difficult 

dangers 

smuggler 

QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraphs 8 to 10 describe the experiences of Lourdes’ friends. How are 

Lourdes’ experiences similar to those of other immigrants? 

Lourdes wants to be with her _______. 

Lourdes considers hiring a ________ to bring her children to the United States. 

Lourdes faces the same _____ and _______ as other immigrants. 

 

2. Paragraph 9 says, “Lourdes’s friend doesn’t know what’s become of her 

toddler.” What does this mean?  

Lourdes’s friend doesn’t know what ________ to her toddler. 

 

3. Paragraph 10 says, “the disappearance of her ex-boyfriend, Santos, hits closest 

to home.” What does this mean?  

The disappearance of her ex-boyfriend, Santos, is the most _________ for 

Lourdes. 

The disappearance of her ex-boyfriend, Santos, affects Lourdes _________ the 

most. 
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LESSON TWELVE 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Turn to page 33, paragraphs 11–14, of “The Boy Left Behind.” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work 

of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 

literature. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to analyze (examine and explain) the experience of an undocumented 

immigrant in the story. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTION 

1. What has happened in the story so far? 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary for Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in your book. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 33 

Paragraphs 11–12 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How do Lourdes’ views of the United States change in the story?  

WORD BANK 

loves 

gangs 

crimes 

 

children 

 

drugs 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Lourdes want?  

Lourdes wants to have her ________ with her. 

 

2. Lourdes does not want Belky and Enrique to come to California. Why?  

There are too many _____, _____, and ______. 

 

3. Lourdes cannot hire a smuggler. Why?  

Lourdes ______ (does/does not) have enough money for a smuggler.   

 

4. Lourdes has to save enough money to bring Belky and Enrique at the same time. 

Why?  

If not, the one left in Honduras will think Lourdes _______ him or her less. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How do Lourdes’ views of the United States change in the story? 
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“The Boy Left Behind” 

Page 33 

Paragraphs 13–14  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

dangerous to go   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Enrique decide to do?  

Enrique decides ________ to the United States. 

 

2. What does Lourdes say?  

Lourdes says it is too __________. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Summarize the story in your own words. 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

dangerous difficulties separated  

QUESTIONS 

1. Lourdes is an undocumented immigrant. How is Lourdes’s experience 

different from people who were born in the Unites States?  

 

Lourdes faces many _________. 

Lourdes is __________ from her children. 
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Lourdes ______ (does/does not) have enough money to pay a smuggler to 

bring her children to the United States. 

 

It is ___________ for Lourdes to bring her children to the United States. 

 

Most families in the United States ______ (do/do not) face the same difficulties. 
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LESSON THIRTEEN 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

SL.9–-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grade 9–10 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to participate (take part) in discussions (conversations) with a partner. 

 

2. DEVELOPING KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read about idiomatic expressions. 

 Tell a partner about an idiomatic expression you know. 

 Complete the chart of idiomatic expressions with a partner. 

 Share your answers with the class. 

“pulling your leg” 

 

“pulling your leg” 

 

Idiomatic Expressions 

Idiomatic expressions are cultural expressions. An idiomatic expression is a phrase (or 

a group of words). The meaning of an idiomatic expression is different from the 

meanings of the individual words put together.  
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For example, if I say I’m “pulling your leg,” it does not mean that I’m actually taking 

hold of your leg and pulling on it. It means that I am telling you something that is not 

true. I am teasing you or tricking you. 

 

You cannot understand the meaning of an idiomatic expression by looking at the 

individual words. You can use the context clues or a dictionary to help you figure out 

the meaning.7 

 

Enrique’s Journey contains many idiomatic expressions. Learning the meanings of the 

idiomatic expressions will help you understand the story. 

 

Partner Talk 

Discuss the questions below with your partner: 

 Do you know an idiomatic expression in your home language? 

 Do you know an idiomatic expression in English? 

 

Idiomatic Expressions Page Number 

 Idiomatic expression: A good job is out of the question. 

 

Based on the context, I think it means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

The idiomatic expression really means:  

 

 

 

________________________________________________. 

        

Page 20 

  

                                                      
7 The Free Dictionary is an online resource for looking up idioms: http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/ 

http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/
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 Idiomatic expression: The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’ childhood home: a two-room shack made of 

wooden slats, with a flimsy tin roof.   

 

Based on the context, I think it means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

The idiomatic expression really means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

Page 20 

 Idiomatic expression: Neither he nor his mother realizes it yet, 

but this kernel of an idea will take root.   

 

Based on the context, I think it means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

The idiomatic expression really means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

Pages 31-32 

 Idiomatic expression: She can’t imagine leaving Enrique and 

Belky in the hands of a stranger. 

 

Based on the context, I think it means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

The idiomatic expression really means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

Page 32 
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 Idiomatic expression: The disappearance of her ex-boyfriend, 

Santos, hits closest to home. 

 

Based on the context, I think it means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

 

The idiomatic expression really means:  

 

________________________________________________. 

Page 33 

 

3. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Work with a partner to complete the graphic organizer. 

 Summarize the events in the story of Enrique’s Journey.  

 Review the information on your graphic organizer with your teacher. 

 

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: ENRIQUE’S JOURNEY, CHAPTER 1 

WORD BANK   

money 

money 

money  

misses 

misses 

afford 

afford 

dangerous 

dangerous 

dangerous 

left  

left 

leave 

boxes 

hopes 

wants 

mother 

sister 

face 

bleak 

clings 

find 

cries 

trains 

kisses 

job 

United States 

split up 
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Event Write details from the 

story 

Summarize in your own words 

1. Lourdes 

faces many 

difficulties in 

Honduras. 

 Enrique lives with 

his __________, 

Lourdes, and his 

__________, Belky, in 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes cannot find 

a good __________. 

 Lourdes can barely 

__________ food for 

Enrique and Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ school 

supplies for Enrique 

and Belky. 

 The future is 

__________. 

Example: Lourdes had a hard life in 

Honduras. She was very poor. She 

could not afford to buy things for 

her children, Enrique and Belky. 

2. Lourdes 

makes a 

decision. 

 Lourdes decides to 

__________ 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes will go to 

the United States to 

make __________. 

 Lourdes will 

__________ Belky 

and Enrique. 

 Belky will be 

__________ with 

Lourdes’ mother and 

sister. 

 Enrique will be 

__________ with his 

father, Luis. 
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3. On January 29, 

1989,  

Lourdes 

leaves 

Honduras. 

 Lourdes __________ 

Belky. 

 Lourdes cannot 

__________ 

Enrique. 

 Enrique __________ 

over and over that 

night. 

 

4. Lourdes lives 

in the United 

States and 

Enrique lives 

with his 

grandmother. 

 

 Lourdes sends 

__________ of 

clothes and toys to 

Enrique. 

 Lourdes has 

__________ for 

Enrique’s future. 

 Enrique __________ 

to his father. 

 Enrique __________ 

his mother. 

 Enrique __________ 

his sister. 

 

5. Lourdes faces 

many 

difficulties in 

the United 

States. 

 Lourdes __________ 

to be with her 

children. 

 Lourdes pays a lot 

of __________ to 

immigration 

counselors but they 

do not help her. 

 Lourdes does not 

have enough 

__________ to pay a 

smuggler.   
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 Traveling with a 

smuggler is 

__________. 

 Life in California is 

__________. 

6. Enrique 

makes a 

decision. 

 Enrique decides to 

go to the 

__________to 

__________ his 

mother. 

 Enrique will sneak 

on __________. 

 Lourdes says no. It 

is too __________. 
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LESSON FOURTEEN 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

W.9–10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to summarize the events in the story of 

Enrique’s Journey. 

 

2. WRITING 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Work with a partner to fill in responses in the paragraph frame below. Use 

your graphic organizer to help you. 

Writing Prompt 

In Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey, Lourdes makes a decision that decides Enrique’s 

fate. Write an essay that describes the main events in Chapter 1. Summarize the 

events of the story in your own words. Use your graphic organizer to help you fill in 

the details. Use the glossary to help you find the words you need. 

Paragraph Frame 

 

In Chapter 1 of Enrique’s Journey, Lourdes makes a decision that decides Enrique’s 

fate. 

  

Lourdes faced many difficulties in Honduras. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 
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Lourdes made a decision to ______________________________. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

On January 29, 1989, Lourdes ______________________________. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

Lourdes lived in _________________ and Enrique lived in _________________. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

Lourdes faced many difficulties in the United States. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

Enrique made a decision to __________________________. 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 

 

 Details from the story: _____________________________ 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

1. Write an essay that summarizes the main events in Chapter 1 in your own 

words.  

2. Use the paragraph frame above or graphic organizer to help you. 
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Student Glossary - Enrique’s Journey, Chapter 1 

Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

abandoned 

la abandonó 

 

left someone behind Her own smuggler abandoned her 

(page 32). 

across 

sobre 

on the other side of Enrique looks across the rolling hills 

to his old neighborhood (page 24). 

afford 

permitirse 

have enough money to pay 

 

She cannot afford uniforms or pencils   

(page 20). 

 

afternoon  

tarde 

the time of day between 

noon and night 

He will remember only one thing that 

she says to him: “Don’t forget to go to 

church this afternoon” (page 21). 

anger  

ira  

 

Enrique’s shock turns to confusion 

and finally anger (page 23). 

apples 

manzanas 

 

He shares a bed with Enrique, and 

brings him apples and clothes (page 

23). 

arrive 

llegan 

come Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa (page 23). 

back home 

patria 

home country; homeland Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa (page 23). 

barely 

apenas 

almost not at all  Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; she 

is barely literate and this embarrasses 

her.   (page 23). 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

barely afford 

apenas puede 

comprar 

 

almost does not have 

enough money to pay 

 

Lourdes can barely afford food for 

Enrique and his sister, Belky, who is 

seven (page 20). 

 

bathroom  

baño 

 

The bathroom was a clump of bushes 

outside (page 20). 

be patient 

se paciente 

wait calmly  It is too dangerous. Be patient (page 

33). 

beach 

playa 

 

Others, including that of the missing 

sister, were buried along the beach 

(pages 32–33). 

 

bear  

soportar  

endure; tolerate She cannot bear to hug him (page 20). 

become 

convertirse 

come to be She makes plans to become a resident 

of the United States and bring her 

children legally (page 32). 

become of 

será de  

happen to What will become of him? He loves 

her deeply, as only a son can (page 

19). 

bed 

cama 

 

He shares a bed with Enrique, and 

brings him apples and clothes (page 

23). 

behave  

comporte 

act nicely; follow your 

parents’ or teacher’s rules  

Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; she 

is barely literate and this embarrasses 

her. She tells Enrique to behave and 

to study hard (page 23). 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

birthday cake 

pastel de 

cumpleaños 

 

She has never been able to buy them a 

toy or a birthday cake (page 20). 

box 

caja 

 

container 

 

Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20). 

boy 

niño 

male child 

 

The boy does not understand (page 

19). 

bring herself 

atreverse 

convince herself Lourdes loves him so much she 

cannot bring herself to say a word 

(page 20). 

bring 

traer 

take something or someone 

with you 

She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 

buried 

sepultados 

covered in the ground with 

dirt 

Others, including that of the missing 

sister, were buried along the beach 

(pages 32–33). 



 125 

Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

bushes  

arbustos 

plants; shrubs 

 

The bathroom was a clump of bushes 

outside (page 20). 

buy 

comprar 

purchase something She has never been able to buy them a 

toy or a birthday cake (page 20). 

 

capital 

capital 

the city where the 

government is located 

They live on the outskirts of 

Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras 

(page 20). 

card 

tarjeta 

small paper with a message 

 

On Mother’s Day, he makes a heart-

shaped card at school and presses it 

into María’s hand (page 23). 

career  

carrera 

job She has hopes for him: graduation 

from high school, a career, maybe as 

an engineer (page 23). 

carry 

llevar 

hold in hand; take from one 

place to another 

She cannot carry his picture (page 20). 

castle 

castillo 

 

On television, she saw New York 

City’s spectacular skyline, Las Vegas’s 

shimmering lights, Disneyland’s 

magic castle (page 20). 
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Word and 

Translation 
English Definition Example From the Text 

Central 

America  

Centroamérica 

 

His mother never returns to Central 

America. This decides Enrique’s fate 

(page 21). 

 

child 

niño  

a young human (boy or 

girl) 

 

As a seven-year-old child, she 

glimpsed this place on other people’s 

television screens when she would 

deliver her mother’s homemade 

tortillas to wealthy homes (page 20). 

childhood 

niñez 

the time period of being a 

child 

The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’s childhood home: a 

two-room shack made of wooden 

slats, with a flimsy tin roof (page 20). 

 

children 

niños 

young people; kids 

 

She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 

church  

iglesia 

 

He will remember only one thing that 

she says to him: “Don’t forget to go to 

church this afternoon” (page 21). 

citizenship 

ciudadanía 

being able to live and work 

in a country legally 

She could have married him, gotten 

citizenship… (page 32). 
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clothes 

ropa 

things to wear on your 

body 

 

Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains (page 20). 

come 

viene 

arrive; travel home But his mother does not come (page 

23). 

come back 

volver 

to return She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 

confusion  

confusión 

not understanding 

something 

 

Enrique’s shock turns to confusion 

and finally anger (page 23). 

cries  

llora 

 

“¿Dónde está mi mami?” Enrique cries 

over and over that night. “Where is 

my mom?” (page 21). 

daddy  

papi  

father Enrique clings to his daddy, Luis, 

who dotes on him (page 23). 

danger 

peligro 

the possibility of being hurt Lourdes seriously considers hiring a 

smuggler to bring the children but 

fears the danger (page 32). 
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decided  

decidido 

made a choice  Lourdes has decided: She will leave 

(page 20).   

deeply 

profundamente 

in a strong and serious way; 

intensely 

He loves her deeply, as only a son can 

(page 19). 

deliver 

entregaría 

 

bring As a seven-year-old child, she 

glimpsed this place on other people’s 

television screens when she would 

deliver her mother’s homemade 

tortillas to wealthy homes (page 20). 

directly  

directamente 

in a direct way “When are you coming home?” 

Enrique asks. Lourdes avoids 

answering his question directly (page 

31).  

doll 

muñeco 

 

Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa. They are filled with 

clothes, shoes, toy cars, a RoboCop 

doll, a television (page 23). 

door to door 

de puerta en 

puerta 

visiting at each house Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains (page 20). 

downtown  

centro 

city center Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20).   

drug addicts 

drogadictos 

people who are addicted to 

drugs 

The “coyotes” are often alcoholics or 

drug addicts (page 32). 
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dusty 

polvorienta 

covered with dust 

 

Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20). 

engineer 

ingeniero 

a person who plans how to 

build things 

She has hopes for him: graduation 

from high school, a career, maybe as 

an engineer (page 23). 

even 

ni siquiera 

really (this word is used to 

emphasize things, or make 

them sound stronger) 

She can’t even look at him (page 19). 

everything 

todo 

all things Look, Mommy,” he says softly, asking 

her questions about everything he 

sees (page 19). 

face 

mirar/enfrentar 

 

confront (or deal with) 

something difficult or 

dangerous 

Lourdes kneels and kisses Belky, 

hugging her tightly. But she cannot 

face Enrique (page 21). 

family 

familia 

 

 

Belky still lives there with Lourdes’s 

family (page 24). 

family members 

miembros de la 

familia 

 

people in a family  None of her family members can 

afford to take them both on (page 21). 

far cry 

muy diferente 

very different  

 

(idiomatic expression) 

The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’s childhood home: a 

two-room shack made of wooden 

slats, with a flimsy tin roof (page 20). 

fate 

destino 

future; destiny His mother never returns to Central 

America. This decides Enrique’s fate 

(page 21). 
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father 

padre 

a male parent 

 

Enrique will be left with his father, 

Luis, who has been separated from 

Lourdes for three years (page 21). 

feed 

alimentar 

give food Already he will not let anyone else 

feed or bathe him (page 19). 

feel 

sentirá 

have emotion  She knows the ache Enrique will feel, 

and finally, the emptiness (page 19). 

filled 

llenas 

put as much as possible into Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa. They are filled with 

clothes, shoes, toy cars, a RoboCop 

doll, a television (page 23). 

finally  

por último 

at the end; lastly Enrique’s shock turns to confusion 

and finally anger (page 23). 

finds 

encuentra 

locates Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut… (page 20). 

finish 

terminen 

 

complete  Enrique and Belky are not likely to 

finish grade school (page 20). 

forget  

olvides 

to not remember He will remember only one thing that 

she says to him: “Don’t forget to go to 

church this afternoon” (page 21). 

future 

futuro 

 

something that will happen 

later in life; destiny 

Enrique and Belky are not likely to 

finish grade school. Their future is 

bleak (page 20). 

gangs 

pandillas 

an organized group of 

criminals 

There are too many gangs, drugs, and 

crimes (page 33). 

gone 

ausente  

 

not here Her husband is gone (page 20). 
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grade school 

escuela elemental 

elementary school Enrique and Belky are not likely to 

finish grade school (page 20). 

grandmother 

abuela 

the mother of a person’s 

mother or father 

They live with Enrique’s 

grandmother, María Marcos (page 

23). 

gum 

goma de mascar 

candy to chew 

 

Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20). 

hand  

mano 

 

On Mother’s Day, he makes a heart-

shaped card at school and presses it 

into María’s hand (page 23). 

hard 

mucho 

do something with much 

effort 

Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; she 

is barely literate and this embarrasses 

her. She tells Enrique to behave and to 

study hard (page 23). 

hardly ever 

casi nunca 

very rarely He and Belky hardly ever see each 

other, but they recognize one 

another’s pain (page 24). 

 

help 

ayudar 

 

assist; do part of the work 

(verb)  

A bricklayer, Luis takes Enrique to 

work and lets him help mix mortar 

(page 23). 

help 

ayuda 

assistance 

(noun) 

She spends a total of $3,850 on three 

immigration counselors who promise 

help (page 32). 

hits closest to 

home 

le llega al alma 

something you feel 

personally 

(idiomatic expression) 

For Lourdes, the disappearance of her 

ex-boyfriend, Santos, hits closest to 

home (page 33). 

home 

casa 

 

 

a place where people live 

(house or apartment) 

“She’ll be home soon,” his 

grandmother assures him (page 23). 
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homes 

hogares 

 

 

houses 

 

As a seven-year-old child, she 

glimpsed this place on other people’s 

television screens when she would 

deliver her mother’s homemade 

tortillas to wealthy homes (page 20). 

Honduras  a country in Central 

America 

 

They live on the outskirts of 

Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras 

(page 20). 

hope 

esperanza  

wish; desire Lourdes can think of only one place 

that offers hope (page 20). 

husband 

marido 

 

a married man 

 

Her husband is gone (page 20). 

images 

imágenes 

pictures The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’s childhood home: a 

two-room shack made of wooden 

slats, with a flimsy tin roof (page 20). 

in the hands of 

en manos de 

in the care of 

(idiomatic expression) 

She can’t imagine leaving Enrique 

and Belky in the hands of a stranger 

(page 32).  

job 

trabajo 

position; work A good job is out of the question 

(page 20). 
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joke 

bromear 

say something funny Don’t even joke about it (page 33).  

journey 

travesía 

long trip During her journey, the sister called 

to give regular updates on her 

progress through Mexico (page 32). 

leave  

irá 

to go away Lourdes has decided: She will leave 

(page 20). 

left 

queda 

let something or someone 

stay a in place 

Belky will be left with Lourdes’s 

mother and sisters. Enrique will be 

left with his father, Luis, who has 

been separated from Lourdes for 

three years (page 21). 

left  

ido 

gone away It is two years since Lourdes has left. 

Enrique is seven (page 23). 

 

leg 

pierna 

 

Enrique clings to her leg (pages 19–

20). 

let 

deja 

to allow Already he will not let anyone else 

feed or bathe him (page 19). 

lets 

le permite 

 

allows A bricklayer, Luis takes Enrique to 

work and lets him help mix mortar 

(page 23). 

letters 

cartas 

message in writing; note 

 
 

 

Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; 

she is barely literate and this 

embarrasses her (page 23). 
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lights 

luces 

illumination from electricity 

 

On television, she saw New York 

City’s spectacular skyline, Las Vegas’s 

shimmering lights, Disneyland’s 

magic castle (page 20). 

likely 

probable  

probably; possibly Enrique and Belky are not likely to 

finish grade school (page 20). 

lips 

labios 

 

With Lourdes, he is openly 

affectionate. “Dame pico, Mami. Give 

me a kiss, Mom,” he pleads, pursing 

his lips (page 19). 

live 

viven 

stay with someone in their 

home for a long time  

They live with Enrique’s 

grandmother, María Marcos (page 

23).  

looks  

mira 

sees Enrique looks across the rolling hills 

to his old neighborhood (page 24). 

losing their 

lives 

perdiendo sus 

vidas 

dying I’m willing to risk their losing their 

lives? (page 33). 

luck 

suerte 

good fortune 

 

She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 

 

magic 

mágico 

enchanted On television, she saw New York 

City’s spectacular skyline, Las Vegas’s 

shimmering lights, Disneyland’s 

magic castle (page 20). 
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married 

casada 

having a husband or wife 

  

She could have married him, gotten 

citizenship… (page 32). 

maybe 

tal vez 

perhaps; something that 

could happen 

She has hopes for him: graduation 

from high school, a career, maybe as 

an engineer (page 23). 

melt her will 
su decisión se 

desvanecería 

change her mind; change 

her decision 

(figurative) 

She cannot carry his picture. It would 

melt her will (page 20). 

miles 

millas 

a measure of distance Enrique lives six miles away (page 

24). 

missing 

desaparecida 

lost; not around anymore Others, including that of the missing 

sister, were buried along the beach 

(pages 32–33). 

mom 

mamá 

mother “¿Dónde está mi mami?” Enrique cries 

over and over that night. “Where is 

my mom?” (page 21). 

money 

dinero 

 

 

Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains (page 20). 

month 

mes 

  

Every month, Enrique misses his 

mother less, but he does not forget her 

(page 23). 
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mother 

madre 
 

a female parent 

 

Lourdes understands, as only a 

mother can, the terror she is about to 

inflict (page 19). 

neighborhood 

vecindario 

an area of a city or town; 

community 

 

Enrique looks across the rolling hills 

to his old neighborhood (page 24). 

next 

de al lado 

closest in position Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20). 

night 

noche 

 

 

“¿Dónde está mi mami?” Enrique cries 

over and over that night. “Where is 

my mom?” (page 21). 

north 

norte 

 

 

 

She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 

occurs to him 

se le ocurre 

he has an idea; a thought 

happens 

(idiomatic expression) 

Then, for the first time, something 

occurs to him: If she will not come 

home, maybe he can go to her (pages 

20–21). 
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offers 

ofrece 

gives Lourdes can think of only one place 

that offers hope (page 20). 

 

out of the 

question 

fuera de 

discusión 

impossible 

(idiomatic expression)  

A good job is out of the question. 

Lourdes can barely afford food for 

Enrique and his sister, Belky, who is 

seven (page 20). 

outside 

afuera 

 

not in the house The bathroom was a clump of bushes 

outside (page 20). 

over and over  

una y otra vez 

again and again “¿Dónde está mi mami?” Enrique cries 

over and over that night. “Where is 

my mom?” (page 21). 

pain 

sufrimiento 

hurt feelings He and Belky hardly ever see each 

other, but they recognize one 

another’s pain (page 24). 

 

picture 

foto 

photo (noun) 

           

She cannot carry his picture (page 20). 

pictures 

imagina  

 

imagines (verb) She pictures her son working in a 

crisp shirt and shiny shoes (page 23). 

place  

lugar 

location Lourdes can think of only one place 

that offers hope (page 20). 

playground  

patio de juegos 

place to play The street is Enrique’s playground 

(page 20). 
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porch 

porche 

 

Slowly she walks out onto the porch 

(page 19). 

pride 

orgullo 

feeling of worth; dignity; 

honor 

Lourdes’s pride forbids it (page 32). 

promise 

prometen 

say you will definitely do 

something; commit 

She spends a total of $3,850 on three 

immigration counselors who promise 

help (page 32). 

recognize  

reconocen 

 

understand He and Belky hardly ever see each 

other, but they recognize one 

another’s pain (page 24). 

 

resident 

residente 

a person who lives 

somewhere permanently 

She makes plans to become a resident 

of the United States and bring her 

children legally (page 32). 

returns 

retorna 

goes back  His mother never returns to Central 

America (page 21). 

 

risk 

arriesgar 

to put in danger 

(verb) 

“Do I want to have them with me so 

badly,” she asks herself of her 

children, “that I’m willing to risk their 

losing their lives?” (page 33). 

risks 

riesgos 

dangers 

(noun) 

Lourdes is continually reminded of 

the risks (page 32). 

rolling hills  

colinas onduladas 

 

Enrique looks across the rolling hills 

to his old neighborhood (page 24). 

saw  

vio 

looked at On television, she saw New York 

City’s spectacular skyline, Las Vegas’s 

shimmering lights, Disneyland’s 

magic castle (page 20). 
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says 

dice 

communicates; uses words She says nothing (page 19). 

selling 

vendiendo 

giving something in 

exchange for money 

Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains (page 20). 

send  

enviarlo 

carried by mail She will go to the United States, and 

make money and send it home (page 

20). 

separated 

separado 

not together Enrique will be left with his father, 

Luis, who has been separated from 

Lourdes for three years (page 21). 

shares 

comparte 

uses together with another 

person 

  

He shares a bed with Enrique, and 

brings him apples and clothes (page 

23). 

shiny  

brillantes 

bright She pictures her son working in a 

crisp shirt and shiny shoes (page 23). 

shirt 

camisa 

 

 

She pictures her son working in a 

crisp shirt and shiny shoes (page 23). 

shock  

conmoción 

to upset suddenly Enrique’s shock turns to confusion 

and finally anger (page 23). 

shoes 

zapatos 

 

Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa. They are filled with 

clothes, shoes, toy cars, a RoboCop 

doll, a television (page 23). 

shy 

timido 

quiet; not comfortable with 

other people 

Without her, he is so shy it is crushing 

(page 19). 
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sidewalk 

acera 

paved walkway next to a 

street 

 

Or she finds a spot where she can 

squat on a dusty sidewalk next to the 

downtown Pizza Hut and sells gum, 

crackers, and cigarettes out of a box 

(page 20). 

sister  

hermana 

female sibling 

 

Lourdes can barely afford food for 

Enrique and his sister, Belky, who is 

seven (page 20). 

smuggler 

traficante 

guides who take people 

into a country illegally 

Lourdes seriously considers hiring a 

smuggler to bring the children but 

fears the danger (page 32).  

softly 

suavemente 

making little sound; quietly Look, Mommy,” he says softly, 

asking her questions about everything 

he sees (page 19). 

son 

hijo 

a person’s male child 

 

He loves her deeply, as only a son can 

(page 19). 

soon  

pronto 

in a short time “She’ll be home soon,” his 

grandmother assures him (page 23). 

split up 

separar 

separate; divide Lourdes will have to split up her 

children. None of her family members 

can afford to take them both on (page 

21). 

spot 

lugar 

place; location Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains. Or she 

finds a spot where she can squat on a 

dusty sidewalk next to the downtown 

Pizza Hut… (page 20). 
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steal 

roban 

 

take without permission; 

rob 

Some are just con artists who steal her 

money (page 32). 

steps off 

se baja 

leaves It is January 29, 1989. His mother 

steps off the porch (page 21). 

 

still 

todavía 

 

despite that; nonetheless; 

yet 

It is for them she is leaving, she tells 

herself, but still she feels 

overpowered by guilt (page 21). 

stranger 

desconocido 

a person you do not know She can’t imagine leaving Enrique 

and Belky in the hands of a stranger 

(page 32).   

street 

calle 

 

The street is Enrique’s playground 

(page 20).  

 

study  

estudie 

do school work 

 

Lourdes doesn’t write long letters; she 

is barely literate and this embarrasses 

her. She tells Enrique to behave and to 

study hard (page 23). 

swept out 

arrastrados 

carried away by a current Some bodies were swept out to sea 

(page 32).   

take  

tener  

accept; have None of her family members can 

afford to take them both on 

(page 21). 

take root 

arraigar 

start to grow; get started 

(idiomatic expression) 

Neither he nor his mother realizes it 

yet, but this kernel of an idea will take 

root (pages 31–32). 

takes  

lleva 

transports  A bricklayer, Luis takes Enrique to 

work and lets him help mix mortar 

(page 23). 
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Tegucigalpa 

 

capital city of Honduras 

 

They live on the outskirts of 

Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras 

(page 20). 

television 

televisión 

 

As a seven-year-old child, she 

glimpsed this place on other people’s 

television screens when she would 

deliver her mother’s homemade 

tortillas to wealthy homes (page 20). 

tells 

dice 

communicates; says; gives 

information 

It is for them she is leaving, she tells 

herself, but still she feels overpowered 

by guilt (page 21). 

thing 

cosa  

thought He will remember only one thing that 

she says to him: “Don’t forget to go to 

church this afternoon” (page 21).   

think 

pensar 

to remember; to have in 

mind 

Lourdes can think of only one place 

that offers hope (page 20). 

tightly 

fuertemente 

 

strongly; firmly Lourdes kneels and kisses Belky, 

hugging her tightly (page 21). 

tin roof 

tejado de zinc 

the top of a building made 

of metal 

 

The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’s childhood home: a 

two-room shack made of wooden 

slats, with a flimsy tin roof (page 20). 

tiny 

pequeño 

very small Beside her, he is tiny (page 20). 
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together  

juntos 

with another Instead she promises they will be 

together again very soon (page 31). 

toy 

juguete 

object for playing

 

She has never been able to buy them a 

toy or a birthday cake (page 20). 

toy cars 

carritos de 

juguete 

 

Boxes arrive back home in 

Tegucigalpa. They are filled with 

clothes, shoes, toy cars, a RoboCop 

doll, a television (page 23). 

turns  

se convierte 

changes Enrique’s shock turns to confusion 

and finally anger (page 23). 

understand 

entiende 

know what something 

means 
The boy does not understand (page 

19). 

used 

usada 

not new Lourdes, twenty-four, makes money 

going door to door, selling tortillas, 

used clothes, and plantains (page 20). 

walks away 

marcha 

leaves It is January 29, 1989. His mother 

steps off the porch. She walks away 

(page 21). 

wealthy 

rico 

rich As a seven-year-old child, she 

glimpsed this place on other people’s 

television screens when she would 

deliver her mother’s homemade 

tortillas to wealthy homes (page 20). 
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wooden 

de madera 

made of wood 

 

The flickering images were a far cry 

from Lourdes’s childhood home: a 

two-room shack made of wooden 

slats, with a flimsy tin roof (page 20). 

 

worry  

preocupes 

 

have fear; have anxiety  “Don’t worry. She’ll be back” (page 

23). 

year 

año 

 

 

She will be gone for one year—less, 

with any luck—and come back to 

Honduras, or she will bring her 

children north to be with her (pages 

20–21). 
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LESSON ONE 

 

Enrique’s Journey 

Chapter 4, pages 65–70, “Facing the Beast” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the events of Chapters 2 and 3.  

 

In Chapters 2 and 3, Enrique made several attempts (tries) to travel from Honduras to 

the United States. Each time, he was caught and deported (sent back to Honduras). In his 

last attempt, Enrique was beaten by a gang (group) of thieves and was badly hurt. 

Chapter 4 starts with his next attempt. 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Listen as your teacher explains new words. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write (or say) an answer to the guiding question. 

Chapter 4, page 65 

GUIDING QUESTION  

What is a beast? Why do you think the migrants call Chiapas “The Beast”?   

WORD BANK 

Chiapas swim crossing Guatemala Mexico 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What country is Enrique leaving?  

He is leaving _______. 

 

2. What state is Enrique trying to enter?  

Enrique is trying to enter _______, a state in ________. 

 

3. How will Enrique get to Chiapas? 

Enrique will get there by _______ the Rio Suchiate. 

 

4. Why is it dangerous for Enrique to cross the Rio Suchiate? 

It is dangerous because Enrique cannot _______ and the water is moving quickly. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What is a beast? Why do you think the migrants call Chiapas “The Beast”?   

 

Chapter 4, page 66  

GUIDING QUESTION 

What has Enrique learned about the state of Chiapas? 

WORD BANK 

trains dead cemetary beaten immigration checkpoints  corrupt 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why doesn’t Enrique ride busses in Chiapas? 

He does not ride busses because busses pass through too many ___________. 

 

2. How does Enrique travel in Chiapas? 

He travels on top of ___________. 

 

3. Why has Enrique learned not to travel on trains alone? 

Enrique was __________ by gang members when he was alone on the top of a 

train. 

 

4. Why has Enrique learned not to trust the authorities in Chiapas? 

Because they are ___________ and may harm him. 

 

5. Where does Enrique rest for the night? 

He rests in a ___________. 

 

6. What is a cemetery? 

It is a place where the __________ are buried. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What has Enrique learned about the state of Chiapas? 

 

 

Chapter 4, page 67 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What does the word “peril” mean? Why is the cemetery where Enrique is resting a 

place of great peril? 

WORD BANK 

captured police jail boy beaten 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What bad things have happened to people in the cemetery? 

People have been                      , raped, and murdered. 
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2. Who warns Enrique to wake up? 

The                       sleeping next to him. 

 

3. Why does the boy wake Enrique? 

Because the                     have come to capture the migrants. 

4. Why does Enrique know that there is no use running from the police? 

Because he was                      by the police in this cemetery before. 

 

5. What happens to Enrique after the police arrive? 

             He is captured and taken to                      . 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does the word “peril” mean? Why is the cemetery where Enrique is resting a 

place of great peril? 

 

 

Chapter 4, page 68 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Enrique desperate to escape from the police? 

WORD BANK 

run train deported climbs wall cemetary catch waiting 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What happened to Enrique the last time he was captured by police? 

Enrique was __________. 

 

2. What do the other migrants tell Enrique while they are waiting? 

The other migrants tell Enrique that a __________ is leaving at 10 a.m. 

 

3. How does Enrique escape from the police? 

He __________ up on an old bicycle, then other migrants help Enrique over the 

___________. 

 

4. Where does Enrique hide after he escapes? 

He hides in the ___________. 
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5. Why does he return to the cemetery? 

He is ____________ for the 10 a.m. train to come. 

 

6. What do Enrique and the other migrants do when they hear the train coming? 

They ____________ from their hiding places and try to _________ the train. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Enrique desperate to escape from the police? 

 

Chapter 4, page 69–70 (stop at the heading “Danger”) 

GUIDING QUESTION  

What do the migrants mean when they say “The train ate him up”?  

WORD BANK 

run saved miss pull ladder sucked train 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How do Enrique and the other migrants get onto the train? 

They must                     and grab onto a _______ on the train as it passes by, and 

pull themselves up onto the train. 

 

2. Why is this dangerous? 

It is dangerous because if they                   the ladder or cannot pull themselves 

up, they could be ______ under the train’s wheels. 

 

3. After boarding the train, Enrique hears a young boy scream. Why is he 

screaming? 

The boy has grabbed the ladder but cannot ______ himself up. He is being 

sucked under the ____________. 

 

4. What happens to the young boy? 

He is                    —he is pulled up by other migrants. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What do the migrants mean when they say “The train ate him up”?  
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Student Glossary - Enrique’s Journey, Chapter 4 

Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

attempt 

intento 

try This is his eighth attempt to reach El 

Norte (page 65). 

beast 

bestia 

 

a dangerous, wild animal or 

thing 

Now we face the beast (page 65). 

corrupt 

corruptos 

not honest; bad Even the authorities, including police 

and immigration agents, are corrupt 

and may rob or rape you (page 66). 

peril 

peligro 

danger The same darkness and isolation that 

give the graveyard beauty also make it 

a place of great peril (page 67). 

scars 

cicatrices 

marks on the skin 

 

Already Enrique has four jagged scars 

on his shins from frenzied efforts to 

board trains (page 69). 
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LESSON TWO 

 
Enrique’s Journey 

Chapter 4, pages 87–93, “Devoured” and “Oaxaca” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the events of pages 70 to 87.  

 

In pages 70 to 87, Enrique manages (is able) to pass (travel) through Chiapas safely. In 

pages 87 to 93, Enrique reflects on (thinks about) his own experiences (what has happened 

to him) thus far, and on the experiences of other migrants he meets along the way. 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Listen as your teacher explains new words. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 
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 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write (or say) an answer to the guiding question. 

Chapter 4, page 87 (begin at the heading “Devoured”) 

GUIDING QUESTION  

What does the word “devour” mean? Who or what do you think is being devoured in 

this section? 

WORD BANK 

board seventeen beaten wheels 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How did Enrique get hurt? 

Enrique was                     by thieves on the train. 

 

2. How are other migrants injured or killed by the trains? 

             They are injured or killed as they try to                 the trains. They are injured or                          

             killed by the train’s                  .             

 

3. Who is Carlos Roberto Diaz Osorto? 

He is a                           -year-old migrant. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does the word “devour” mean? Who or what do you think is being devoured in 

this section?  

 

 

Chapter 4, page 88 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why was Carlos Roberto Diaz Osorto in the hospital? 

WORD BANK 

cut off under ran paramedics ladder 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How did Carlos try to board the train? 

He                     alongside the train and tried to grab a ______ on a fuel tanker. 
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2. What happened after Carlos grabbed the railing on the train? 

He tried to hold on, but he was sucked                     the train. 

 

3. What were Carlos’ injuries? 

His right foot was _________ and his left leg was                      above the knee. 

 

4. Who finds Carlos and saves his life? 

                           from the Mexican Red Cross find Carlos and save him. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why was Carlos Roberto Diaz Osorto in the hospital?  

 

 

Chapter 4, page 89 

GUIDING QUESTION  

Who is Olga Sanchez Martinez? What does she do at the shelter? 

WORD BANK 

healed married heal work 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why are the injured migrants so afraid? 

The migrants are afraid that they will not be able to                          or get ______ 

because of their injuries. 

 

2. How did Olga decide to help the migrants? 

She promised God that if He                          her when she was sick, then she 

would ________ others. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Who is Olga Sanchez Martinez? What does she do at the shelter?  

 

 

Chapter 4, pages 90–91 (up to the heading “Oaxaca”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How did Olga learn to heal the migrants’ injuries? Why is Olga’s job so difficult? 

WORD BANK 

begs heal dignity food 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How does Olga raise money to buy the supplies she needs? 

She sells ______ in the streets and                          for money. 

 

2. Why does Olga try to buy a coffin for each of the migrants who die in her care? 

Olga buys them a coffin so that they can be buried with                          . 

 

3. What happens to most of the migrants that Olga cares for? 

They                       slowly under her care. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Olga’s job so difficult?  

 

 

 

Chapter 4, pages 91–93 (from the heading “Oaxaca” to the end of the chapter) 

 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is it important for Enrique and the other migrants to try to blend in in Oaxaca? 

What does Enrique do to try to blend in? 

WORD BANK 

police 

scars 

dirty 

angry 

mosquito 

deport 

eyelids 

angry 

curly 

exhausted 

determined 

see 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why do the migrants stick out in the small towns in Oaxaca? 

They wear __________ clothes, smell bad, have______________ bites, and look 

_________ after weeks of travel. 

 

2. What will happen if Enrique does not look like a local man? 

Enrique may be stopped by _____________, who might search him and ________ 

him. 

 

3. How is Enrique’s hair different from the men in Oaxaca? 

Enrique’s hair is ___________. 
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4. Why does Enrique ask the barber to cut his hair short? 

Enrique does not want the police to __________ his curly hair. 

 

5. What does Enrique see when he sees his reflection in a store window? 

He sees __________ and bruises. He sees that one of his __________ droops. 

 

6. How does Enrique feel when he sees himself in the window? 

He feels __________. He feels __________ to keep going. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is it important for Enrique and the other migrants to try to blend in in Oaxaca? 

What does Enrique do to try to blend in?  

 

 

 

Student Glossary - Enrique’s Journey, Chapter 4, Lesson 2 

Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

determinatio

n 

determinación 

continuing to do something 

that is difficult 

What Enrique sees angers him. It steels 

his determination to push northward 

(page 93). 

exhausted 

agotados 

very tired Their shoes are battered. They have been 

bitten by mosquitoes. They look 

exhausted (page 91). 

heal 

curar 

make better; make healthy; 

cure 

The shelter director, Olga Sanchez 

Martinez, tries to heal migrants left 

deeply wounded by the beast (page 89). 

limbs 

extremidades 

arms or legs Many migrants who lose limbs to the 

train end up back in Tapachula, a dozen 

blocks from where they first boarded the 

train, at the Shelter of Jesus the Good 

Shepherd (pages 88–89). 
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Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

wounds 

heridas 

cuts or injuries 

  

She taught herself, watching doctors, 

how to dress the migrants’ wounds 

(page 90). 
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LESSON THREE 

 
Enrique’s Journey 

Chapter 7, pages 149–161 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the events of Chapters 5 and 6.  

 

In Chapters 5 and 6, Enrique continues (keeps going on) his dangerous journey, traveling 

through Mexico on his way to the United States. In Chapter 6, Enrique reaches Nuevo 

Laredo, a town in Mexico on the Rio Grande River. Across the Rio Grande River from 

Nuevo Laredo is the United States. At the beginning of Chapter 7, Enrique is preparing 

(getting ready) to cross the Rio Grande River with a smuggler named El Tirindaro. 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Listen as your teacher explains new words. 
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4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write (or say) an answer to the guiding question. 

 

Chapter 7, page 149 

GUIDING QUESTION  

What does El Tirindaro say to Enrique before they cross the river? Why does El 

Tirindaro say this to Enrique? 

WORD BANK 

Border Patrol 

see  

memorized 

difficult 

1 a.m. darkness capture deport   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What time is it when Enrique and the other migrants try to cross the river? 

Enrique and the other migrants try to cross the river at_________. 

 

2. Why does Enrique try to cross the river at night? 

Enrique crosses the river at night because it will be more _________ for Border 

Patrol agents to ___________ him. 

 

3. Who is waiting on the other side of the river? 

U.S. ____________ agents are waiting on the other side of the river. 

 

4. Why are the agents waiting? 

They are trying to ___________ any migrants who try to cross the river. 

 

5. Why does Enrique tear up the paper with his mother’s phone number on it? 

Enrique has ____________ his mother’s phone number. If he is captured by U.S. 

_____________ agents, he does not want them to find his mother 

and_____________ her. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does El Tirindaro say to Enrique before they cross the river? Why does El 

Tirindaro say this to Enrique?  

  

Chapter 7, page 150 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What risks does Enrique face as he crosses the river? 

WORD BANK 

inner tube swim drowned see 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does El Tirindaro use to help Enrique cross the river? 

El Tirindaro uses an __________. 

 

2. Why is an inner tube more risky than using a rope? 

The inner tube is easy for U.S Border Patrol agents to ___________. 

 

3. Why is Enrique afraid as he climbs aboard the inner tube? 

Enrique is afraid because he cannot ___________. 

 

4. What happened two nights ago to a young person as he crossed the river? 

The young person ___________.  

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What risks does Enrique face as he crosses the river? 

 

 

Chapter 7, page 151 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What could happen to Enrique if he is caught by U.S. Border Patrol agents? 

WORD BANK 

ground island Honduras prison 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Where do Enrique and the other migrants stop to rest in the middle of the river? 

Enrique and the other migrants stop to rest on a small ________ in the middle of 

the river. 



 161 

 

2. What do Enrique and the other migrants do when they see the spotlight? 

They lie down on the __________ to avoid being seen. 

 

3. Where would the U.S. Border Patrol send Enrique if they caught him? 

The U.S. Border Patrol would send Enrique back to _____________. 

 

4. Where does the U.S. Border Patrol send many young migrants before they are 

deported? 

Many young migrants are sent to __________in Texas before they are deported. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What could happen to Enrique if he is caught by U.S. Border Patrol agents?  

 

 

Chapter 7, pages 152–153 (up to the heading “Nearly Frozen”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What do Enrique and the other migrants do to avoid being caught by the U.S Border 

Patrol? 

WORD BANK 

noise seen stopped 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why do Enrique and the other migrants lie still on the ground on the island 

before continuing their journey? 

They lie still on the ground so that they will not be ___________by the U.S. 

Border Patrol.   

 

2. When do the migrants get up from the ground and continue their journey? 

The migrants get up when they are sure that the U.S. Border Patrol has 

__________ looking for them.  

 

3. What instructions does El Tirindaro give Enrique as they prepare to enter the 

river again? 

El Tirindaro tells Enrique not to make _________.  
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What do Enrique and the other migrants do to avoid being caught by the U.S. Border 

Patrol?  

 

 

Chapter 7, page 153 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are Enrique and the other migrants nearly frozen? 

WORD BANK 

one and a half hours wet numb underwear 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What are Enrique and the other migrants wearing as they step into the creek? 

They are wearing only their                    .  

 

2. Why aren’t Enrique and the other migrants wearing their clothes? 

They do not want their clothes to get                       .   

 

3. How long must Enrique and the other migrants wait in the creek? 

They wait in the creek for                          .   

 

4. Why does Enrique fall down when he climbs out of the water? 

Enrique falls down because he is                     from being in the cold water for so 

long. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are Enrique and the other migrants nearly frozen? 

 

 

Chapter 7, page 154 (to the heading “Puffs of Clouds”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are El Tirindaro and the migrants running? Where are they going? 

WORD BANK 

car smuggling caught intruders 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why is it dangerous for the migrants to be near people’s homes? 

If dogs bark, the Border Patrol agents will think they are                  . 

 

2. Why do the migrants run and hide behind bushes when cars pass them? 

They run and hide behind bushes because they are afraid of being                   by 

the U.S. Border Patrol. 

 

3. Where does El Tirindaro take Enrique and the other migrants? 

He takes them to a                     that is waiting for them. 

 

4. Who is waiting in the car? 

A man and woman who are part of El Tirindaro’s                      network. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are El Tirindaro and the migrants running? Where are they going? 

 

Chapter 7, pages 154–155 (from the heading “Puffs of Clouds” to the end of the last full 

paragraph on page 155, which ends with the sentence “They crouch next to a billboard, 

waiting”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why did the migrants get out of the car before it passed through the Border Patrol 

checkpoint? 

WORD BANK 

smugglers U.S. citizens migrants walk away 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who does the car belong to? 

The car belongs to                    who are members of El Tirindaro’s network. 

 

2. Why are Border Patrol agents suspicious of SUVs and vans? 

These types of cars can hold more                     . 

 

3. Why do Border Patrol agents check each person’s documents at checkpoints? 

The agents check for documents to make sure people are                     . 
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4. What do Enrique and the other migrants do when they get out of the car? 

When Enrique and the other migrants get out of the car, they                        from 

the Border Patrol checkpoint with El Tirindaro. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why did the migrants get out of the car before it passed through the Border Patrol 

checkpoint? 

 

 

Chapter 7, pages 155–156 (from the last paragraph on page 155 to the heading 

“Lourdes” on page 156) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Enrique feel about being in the United States? 

WORD BANK 

goodbye happy beautiful mother call clothes 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How does Enrique feel when he gets back in the car? 

He feels very                  .   

 

2. Why is Enrique so happy? 

He is happy because he will see his                 soon. 

 

3. Why is Enrique sad that El Tirindaro left while he was sleeping? 

Enrique feels sad because El Tirindaro left without saying                 . 

 

4. What does Enrique think when he sees the city of Dallas? 

He thinks that America looks                      . 

 

5. What do the smugglers do when they reach their house in Dallas? 

They give Enrique new                  to wear. They                 Enrique’s mother. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Enrique feel about being in the United States? 
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Chapter 7, pages 156–157 (from the heading “Lourdes” to the end of the last full 

paragraph on page 157, which ends with the sentence “It is the only one she has where 

he is smiling”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Lourdes has a photo album that holds treasures and painful memories. Why are the 

memories painful? 

WORD BANK 

smiling eleven always Honduras has not children 

1. Who are the people in the photos in Lourdes’ album? 

            The people in the photos are Lourdes’                 , Enrique and Belky.  

 

2. Why isn’t Lourdes in any of the photos? 

             Lourdes isn’t in any of the photos because the photos were taken in                   . 

 

3. How long has it been since Lourdes has seen Enrique and Belky? 

             It has been                   years since she saw Enrique and Belky.  

 

4. Has Lourdes stopped thinking about Enrique and Belky after being apart from 

them for so long? 

             Lourdes                     stopped thinking about Enrique and Belky. She                

             thinks about them. 

 

5. Why does Lourdes treasure the photo of Enrique in the pink shirt? 

Lourdes treasures this photo because it is the only one she has where he is                   

.  

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Lourdes has a photo album that holds treasures and painful memories. Why are the 

memories painful?  

 

 

Chapter 7, page 157–158 (from the last paragraph on page 157 to the end of page 158) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What do the smugglers want from Lourdes? 
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WORD BANK 

alive dead $1700 money $1200 steal 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why doesn’t Lourdes trust the smugglers when they call to tell her that Enrique 

is with them? 

             Lourdes is afraid that Enrique is                   and that the smugglers are trying to 

                                her money. 

 

2. Why does Lourdes insist that the smugglers allow her to speak to Enrique? 

             Lourdes needs to be sure that Enrique is                 before she will send to them.                 

 

3. How much money do the smugglers demand from Lourdes? 

The smugglers demand                   . The smugglers say that the $                 they 

had asked for before is not enough. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What do the smugglers want from Lourdes?  

 

 

Chapter 7, page 159  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Lourdes unsure if it is really Enrique when she first speaks to him on the 

phone?  

WORD BANK 

left proof money spoken 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why doesn’t Lourdes recognize Enrique’s voice on the phone? 

             Lourdes has only                    to Enrique a few times in the past eleven years.  

 

2. Why does Lourdes ask Enrique what shoes he is wearing? 

             Lourdes knows Enrique has two                 shoes. 

             She wants                    that she is really speaking to Enrique. 
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3. What does Lourdes do when she is sure that the smugglers really have Enrique 

with them? 

             Lourdes sends                         to the smugglers. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Lourdes unsure if it is really Enrique when she first speaks to him on the 

phone?  

 

 

Chapter 7, pages 160–161  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Enrique get from Dallas, Texas, to his mother’s home in North Carolina? 

WORD BANK 

needed sister mother comfortable van boyfriend drives 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What is a luxury?   

             A luxury is something that is not                 but is very desirable.  

 

2. Why does traveling by car feel like a luxury to Enrique? 

             Traveling by car is more                  than traveling by train. 

 

3. How does Enrique get from Dallas to Orlando? 

             Enrique rides in a                     with another group of smugglers. 

 

4. Who comes to get Enrique in Orlando? 

              Lourdes’                     comes to get Enrique. 

 

5. How does Enrique get from Orlando to North Carolina? 

             Lourdes’ boyfriend                    Enrique from Orlando to North Carolina. 

 

6. Who does Enrique meet first when he reaches Lourdes’ house? 

             Enrique meets his               , Diana. 

 

7. What does Enrique ask his sister? 

             Enrique asks where his                       is. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How does Enrique get from Dallas, Texas, to his mother’s home in North Carolina?  

 

 

 

Student Glossary - Enrique’s Journey, Chapter 7 

Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

agents 

agentes 

people who guard the 

border; also called Border 

Patrol agents or 

immigration agents 

Now the agents cannot use it to locate and 

deport her (page 149). 

celebrate 

celebrar 

do special things for a 

happy occasion  

But there isn’t time to celebrate (page 159). 

certain 

segura 

be sure about something; 

having no doubt 

Still, Lourdes is not certain it is him (page 

159). 

documents 

documentos 

official papers Every car must stop. “U.S. citizens?” 

agents ask. Usually they check for 

documents (page 155). 

 

 

 

 

locate 

localizar 

find Now the agents cannot use it to locate and 

deport her (page 149). 

luxury 

lujo 

something very nice but not 

necessary 

To Enrique, traveling by car feels like a 

luxury (page 160). 
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U.S. Border 

Patrol 

Patrulla 

Fronteriza de 

los Estados 

Unidos 

people who guard the 

border between the United 

States and Mexico 

Across the Rio Grande stands a fifty-foot 

pole equipped with U.S. Border Patrol 

cameras (page 149). 

reunite 

reuinirían 

to get back together again  They would reunite soon, she promised 

(page 158). 

smuggling 

traficando 

crossing a border illegally The driver and the woman are members of 

El Tirindaro’s smuggling network (page 

154). 

suspect 

sospechará 

think something bad is 

happening  

If dogs bark, the Border Patrol will 

suspect intruders (page 155). 
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LESSON FOUR 

 
Enrique’s Journey 

Chapter 9, pages 169–173 and pages 179–184 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the events of Chapter 8.  

 

In Chapter 8, Enrique struggles (has difficulty) adjusting to (getting used to) life in the 

United States. Enrique also struggles to build a relationship with his mother, Lourdes, 

who he has not seen since he was five years old. Enrique and Lourdes argue (fight) 

about the choices he is making. Enrique also learns that his girlfriend in Honduras, 

Maria Isabel, is pregnant with his baby. At the end of Chapter 8, Maria Isabel gives 

birth to their daughter, Jasmin. In Chapter 9, Enrique and his mother Lourdes continue 

to fight, and Enrique struggles to maintain (continue) his relationship with Maria Isabel 

and Jasmin. 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Listen as your teacher explains new words. 

 



 171 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary to 

help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write (or say) an answer to the guiding question. 

 

Chapter 9, pages 169–170  

GUIDING QUESTION  

What does it mean to feel resentment toward someone? Why does Enrique feel 

resentment toward his mother, Lourdes? 

WORD BANK 

resentment mother angry temper hurt 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does the author mean when she says that Enrique “snaps”? 

             The author means that Enrique loses his                     and begins yelling. 

 

2. Why does Enrique snap? 

             Enrique snaps because he can’t contain his feelings of                      . 

 

3. Who is Enrique yelling at when he snaps? 

             He is yelling at his                  , Lourdes. 

 

4. Why does Enrique say hurtful things to his mother? 

             Enrique is                    and he wants to hurt her feelings.  

 

5. Why does Enrique want to hurt Lourdes’ feelings? 

 He wants her to understand how                  he was when she left. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does it mean to feel resentment toward someone? Why does Enrique feel 

resentment toward his mother, Lourdes?  
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Chapter 9, page 171  

GUIDING QUESTION 

What does it mean to feel stunned? Why does Lourdes feel stunned? 

WORD BANK 

drugs worked father appreciate experiences grandmother spent 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why does Lourdes remind Enrique of the money and other things she sent him? 

             Lourdes feels that Enrique does not                        what she sent to him. 

 

2. What does Lourdes mean when she says “I killed myself trying to help you!”? 

             She means that she                    very hard and lived through many terrible                     

             to try to help her children. 

 

3. Who does Lourdes blame for Enrique’s problems as a child? 

             Lourdes blames Enrique’s                       and                    for Enrique’s problems. 

 

4. What does Lourdes say Enrique chose to do instead of studying? 

             Lourdes says Enrique chose to do                    instead of studying. 

 

5. What does Lourdes say Enrique would have done if she had sent him more 

money? 

            Lourdes says that Enrique would have                     the money on drugs. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What does it mean to feel stunned? Why does Lourdes feel stunned? 

 

 

Chapter 9, pages 172–173 (to the heading “Holidays”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What promise did Enrique make to himself before he left Honduras? How is he 

breaking this promise? 

WORD BANK 

messes spending drinking going 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does Enrique do to make his mother angry? 

             Enrique talks over his mother, makes                  , and does not tell his mother  

             where he is                         at night. 

 

2. What does Enrique do to escape from the fights he has with his mother? 

             He goes out                     with the men on his paint crew. 

 

3. Why isn’t Enrique sending much money to his girlfriend, Maria Isabel, and their 

baby? 

Enrique is not sending much money because he is                     the money at bars 

and clubs. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What promise did Enrique make to himself before he left Honduras? How is he breaking 

this promise?  

 

 

Chapter 9, pages 179–180 (from the heading “No Regrets” to the end of page 180) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How have Lourdes’ feelings toward Enrique changed since he arrived in the United 

States? 

WORD BANK 

love mother grandmother truck cooking distance guilty angry 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why does Lourdes say that Enrique needs to respect her? 

             Lourdes tells Enrique he must respect her because she is his                  .  

 

2. How does Enrique respond when Lourdes tells Enrique to respect her? 

             Enrique tells her he does not                     her like his mother, and that he loves his  

                               . 

 

3. What did Lourdes do to spoil Enrique when he first arrived in the United States?  

             Lourdes spoiled Enrique by packing his lunch,                 his dinner, and dropping  

             off his                       payments.   
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4. Why did Lourdes spoil Enrique when he first arrived?  

             Lourdes spoiled Enrique because she felt                   about leaving him behind.   

 

5. Why doesn’t Lourdes do those things anymore? 

Enrique tries to make Lourdes                  , and so she tries to                   herself from 

him. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How have Lourdes’ feelings toward Enrique changed since he arrived in the United 

States? 

 

 

Chapter 9, page 181  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Enrique having problems with money? 

WORD BANK 

fight moved out embarrassed  beer pay rent 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why does Enrique move out of Lourdes’ house? 

He moves out of Lourdes’ house because he and Lourdes                  too much.   

 

2. Why doesn’t Enrique send money to Maria Isabel as frequently as he did before? 

             Enrique has                     of Lourdes’ house and must                  on his own place. 

 

3. Why doesn’t Enrique tell Maria Isabel that he is struggling with money? 

             Enrique is                    and does not want Maria Isabel to know how much money  

             he is  wasting on                   . 

   

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why is Enrique having problems with money?  

 

 

Chapter 9, page 182 (to the heading “Progress”) 
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GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are Enrique and Maria Isabel growing apart? 

WORD BANK 

daughter day off comforts too much calls 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Maria Isabel’s life no longer revolves around (is no longer focused on) Enrique. 

Who does Maria Isabel’s life revolve around now? 

             Maria Isabel’s life now revolves around their                    , Jasmin. 

 

2. What has Maria Isabel heard about Enrique’s drinking? 

             Maria Isabel has heard that Enrique is drinking                    . 

 

3. Why does Maria Isabel feel snubbed (ignored) by Enrique? 

             Maria Isabel feels snubbed because Enrique                   less frequently. 

 

4. Why does Maria Isabel stop calling Enrique? 

             Maria Isabel stops calling Enrique because she is tired of spending her                  

             trying to call him. 

 

5. Why doesn’t Enrique talk of returning to Honduras anymore? 

             Enrique says he likes the                        of the United States. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Why are Enrique and Maria Isabel growing apart?  

 

 

Chapter 9, pages 182–184 (from the heading “Progress” to the heading “Motherhood”) 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What is Enrique afraid will happen if he does not change? 

WORD BANK 

daughter drinking photos hair money weight return goes out 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Who does Enrique decide he must be responsible for? 

             Enrique decides he must be responsible for his                   , Jasmin. 
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2. What are Enrique’s happiest moments? 

             Enrique‘s happiest moments are when                 of Jasmin arrive. 

 

3. What are some of the changes Enrique makes to his behavior? 

             Enrique stops                   as much, loses                  , cuts his                  , and                     

             less often. 

 

4. Why does Enrique change his behavior? 

             Enrique changes his behavior so that he can save                   . 

 

5. Why does Enrique need to save money? 

             Enrique needs to save money so that he can                  to Honduras to be with  

            Maria Isabel and Jasmin. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What is Enrique afraid will happen if he does not change?  

 

 

 

Student Glossary- Enrique’s Journey, Chapter 9 

Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

abandoned 

me abandonó 

 

left someone behind “You left me, abandoned me,” he tells 

her (page 170). 

adapted 

adaptado 

get used to something; 

adjusted 

Over time, she has adapted to his absence 

(page 181). 

addictions 

adicciones 

dependence on drugs or 

alcohol  

Enrique is breaking a promise he made to 

himself to leave his addictions behind 

once he crossed into the United States 

(page 173). 
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Word and 

Translation 
Definition Example From the Text 

emotion 

emoción 

strong feelings When she answers the telephone, she is 

so overcome with emotion that she 

cannot speak (page 173). 

endured 

soportar 

go through something 

difficult 

Lourdes tells him about the struggles that 

she, too, endured when they were apart 

(page 171). 

frequently 

frecuentemente 

 

often Equally troubling: Enrique calls less 

frequently (page 182). 

guilt 

culpa 

feel sorry; regret 

 

Her heart fills with guilt and hurt (page 

170). 

matured 

madurado 

grown; developed She has matured, changed. Now her life 

revolves around her daughter (page 182). 

provide 

proveer 

give someone something  Lourdes thinks of how her own mother 

couldn’t provide enough food for her 

children (page 171). 

resentment 

resentimiento 

feel anger because 

someone did something 

bad to you 

But with each passing day, his 

resentment grows (page 169). 

respect 

respetar 

treat someone with honor  “You must respect me. Don’t forget, I am 

your mother. I gave birth to you” (page 

180). 

responsible 

responsable 

able to be trusted Most important, he decides he has to be 

more responsible for Jasmin (page 183). 
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MODULE E:  

A FAMILY DIVIDED BY 2 WORDS 

 

STUDENT MATERIALS 
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LESSON ONE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to consult (look at) the glossary to determine (find out) the meanings of 

words. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions about the title and the pictures.  

QUESTIONS 

1. Where do you see the name of the newspaper? 

 

2. Where do you see the name of the article? 

 

3. Look at the pictures and graphs. How do you think the pictures and graphs will 

help us understand the article? 

 

4. What do you think this article will tell us? 

 

 

3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews how to use a glossary. 

 Look at the words in alphabetical order. 

 Look at the Spanish translation (or add your own translation). 

 Look at the definitions and pictures to help you understand the words. 
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4. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  
INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the summary of “A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal.”8  

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class.  

Ecuador 

 

Immigration to the United States 

 

Summary 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” is an article in the New York Times. 

It is non-fiction. The article tells the true story of a family from Ecuador.  

 

Ecuador is a country in South America. It is a long journey from Ecuador to the 

United States. 

 

The family immigrated to the United States. They live in Queens, New York. They 

face many difficulties in their new life. The family is divided by two words—legal 

and illegal. 

                                                      

8 “A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” from the New York Times  

(see http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/26/nyregion/26immig.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&; 

copyright ©2009 by the New York Times, used by permission) 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/26/nyregion/26immig.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&
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Word and Translation Definition 

article 

artículo 

piece of writing in a 

newspaper 

 

divided 

dividida 

separated; kept apart 

Ecuador 

Ecuador 

country in South America 

 

face 

enfrentan 

confront (or deal with) something difficult or dangerous 

illegal 

ilegal 

not allowed by law; not permitted 

immigrated 

inmigraron 

came to live in the United States 

journey 

travesía 

long trip 

legal 

legal 

allowed by law; permitted 

 

nonfiction 

no ficción 

a true story 

United States 

Estados Unidos 

 

country in North America  
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WORD BANK 

Queens 

Ecuador 

true 

 

family writing 

 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is an article? 

An article is piece of ________ in a newspaper. 

 

2. What is non-fiction? 

Non-fiction is a ________ story. 

 

3. What is the article about? 

The article is about a ________. 

 

4. Where is the family from? 

The family is from ________. 

 

5. Where does the family live? 

The family lives in ________, New York. 
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LESSON TWO 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” 

Paragraphs 1–5  

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

RI.9-10.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to analyze (examine and explain) how the article makes connections 

(shows relationships) between individuals (people), ideas, or events. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. The title of the article is “A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal.” 

What do the words legal and illegal mean? 

 

2. What does it mean to say “a family divided”? 

 

3. How could a family be divided by the two words legal and illegal? 

 

4. What do you think this article will tell us?  
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Review the glossary with your teacher. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Find the words in the glossary. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

Paragraphs 1–2  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduces the theme of the article. What is the theme? 

WORD BANK 

Ecuador 

flew 

decision 

money 

smuggle 

illegally 

stayed 

future 

move 

  



 185 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Where is the family from? 

The family is from ________. 

 

2. What does smuggle mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

Smuggle means to enter a country ________. 

 

3. How did the father get to America? 

The father paid coyotes to ________ him into Texas. 

 

4. How did the wife and children get to America? 

They ________ in as tourists and ________. 

 

5. Paragraph 1 says, “the choice was obvious.” What does “choice” mean? (Look 

at the glossary.) 

A choice is a ________. 

 

6. What did the father decide to do?  

The father decided to ________ his family to New York.  

 

7. Why does it say that the father’s choice was obvious? 

The father had little ________.   

The father saw no ________ for his son and daughter in Ecuador. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduces the theme of the article. What is the theme?  

 

 

Paragraph 3  

GUIDING QUESTION 

Describe the daughter’s life in the United States. Summarize in your own words. 
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WORD BANK 

illegally 

graduated 

big 

travel 

driver’s license 

excelled 

keeps the books 

corporate 

well 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. How did the daughter do in school? 

The daughter _________________ in her Queens high school. This means she 

did ______. 

She _________________ college with honors. 

 

2. What job does the daughter have?  

She _________________ for a small, immigrant-run business. 

 

3. What jobs do her classmates have?  

Her classmates have _________________ jobs. They work for ____ businesses. 

 

4. How is the daughter’s job different from her classmates’ jobs? 

The daughter _________________ (does/does not) make a lot of money. 

Her classmates ____________________ (do/do not) make a lot of money. 

 

5. What two things can the daughter not do? 

The daughter cannot _________________ outside the city. 

The daughter cannot get a _________________. 

 

6. The daughter cannot do everything her classmates can do. Why? 

The daughter is living in this country _________________. 

                                        

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Describe the daughter’s life in the United States. Summarize in your own words. 
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Paragraphs 4–5  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the brother different from the other family members? 

WORD BANK 

move back 

move back 

sacrificed 

United States 

citizen 

live 

legally 

legal documents 

legal documents 

work 

say 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 
 

1. Where was the brother born?   

The brother was born in the _________________. 
 

2. What is a citizen? (Look at the glossary.)  

A citizen is a person who can _________ and _________ in a country legally. 
 

3. Is the brother a citizen? 

The brother _________ (is/is not) a citizen. 
 

4. Why can the brother go to Ecuador?  

The brother is an American _________________. 

The brother has _________________, such as a passport.  

The brother can _________________ travel from the United States to Ecuador. 
 

5. What does “declare” mean? (Look at the glossary.) 

Declare means _________________ (or announce). 
 

6. What did the brother declare? 

The brother declared that he wanted to _________________ to the old country. 
 

7. Paragraph 5 says the brother is “the only one with papers.” What does 

“papers” mean? (Look at the glossary.) 

Papers means _________________.  
 

8. Why is the mother upset in paragraph 5?  

The brother wants to _________________ to Ecuador. 

The family _________________ everything to be in the United States. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the brother different from the other family members? 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

United States Ecuador sake choice 

QUESTIONS 

1. Paragraph 2 says: “But the consequences of that clear-cut decision—the 

immigrant’s perennial impulse to uproot for the sake of the next generation—

have been anything but simple.” What is a “decision”? (Look at the glossary.) 

 

A decision is a _________________. 

 

2. What is the decision the father made? (Look at paragraph 2.) 

 

The father decided to uproot his family for the _________________ of the next 

generation. 

 

3. What is the impact of the author’s use of the phrase “clear-cut decision”? 

 

The decision _____ (was/was not) simple (easy to make). 

 

The consequences of the decision _____ (have/have not) been simple (easy). 

 

4. Look at paragraph 5. How are the brother’s feelings about America different 

from the other family members?  
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The brother _____ (can/cannot) travel to Ecuador because he ______ (is/is not) a 

citizen of the United States. Therefore, the brother feels more at home 

(comfortable) in _________________. 

 

The other family members _____ (can/cannot) travel to Ecuador because they 

______ (are/are not) citizens of the United States. Therefore, the other family 

members feel more at home (comfortable) in the _________________. 
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LESSON THREE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grade 9–10 topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to participate in discussions (conversations) with a partner. 

 

2. ENHANCING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the description of citizenship.  

 Use the glossary to help you. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions. 

 Discuss your answers with the class.  
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Citizenship 

Citizenship means having legal status to live and work in a country. 

A citizen is a person who has legal status to live and work in a country. A citizen can 

get a good job. A citizen can vote. A citizen has legal papers. A citizen can get a 

driver’s license. A citizen can get a passport and travel to other countries. 

A noncitizen is a person who does not have legal status to live and work in a country. 

A noncitizen does not have legal papers. 

The United States government grants citizenship to children who were born in the 

United States. Children born in the United States are citizens of the United States. The 

United States government does not grant citizenship to foreign-born children. 

Children born in another country are noncitizens. 

A growing number of families have citizens and noncitizens living together in one 

house. 

Word and Translation Definition 

citizen 

ciudadano 

a person who can live and work in a country legally 

citizenship 

ciudadanía 

being able to live and work in a country legally 

driver’s license 

licencia para conducir  

card for legal permission to drive  

foreign-born 

nacidos en el extranjero 

born outside the United States 

growing 

creciente 

getting larger; increasing 

job 

trabajo 

work 

legal 

legal 

allowed by law 

noncitizen 

no ciudadano 

a person who cannot live and work in a country legally 

legal status 

estatus legal 

how a person is officially treated 
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WORD BANK 

job 

born 

driver’s license 

passport 

citizens 

noncitizens 

legally 

vote 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is citizenship? 

Citizenship means being able to live and work in a country 

_________________. 

 

2. What is a citizen? 

A citizen is a person who _______ (does/does not) have legal status to live and 

work in a country.   

 

3. What can a citizen do? 

A citizen can get a good _________________.  

A citizen can _________________.  

A citizen can get a _________________.  

A citizen can get a _________________ and travel to other countries. 

 

4. What is a noncitizen? 

A noncitizen is a person who _______ (does/does not) have legal status to live 

and work in a country.   

 

5. Who does the United States grant citizenship to? 

The United States government grants citizenship to children who were 

_________________ in the United States. 

 

6. What is happening to a growing number of families?  

A growing number of families have _________________ and 

_________________ living together in one house. 
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3. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Reread Paragraphs 1 to 5. 

 Work with a partner to complete the graphic organizer. 

 Fill in details about each family member. (Fill in the white boxes. You will fill in 

more later.) 

 Answer the questions. 

 
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: A Family Divided by 2 Words 

Family 

members 

Age U.S. citizen 

or 

noncitizen? 

Immigration 

to U.S. 

Job in 

Ecuador 

Job in 

U.S. 

Education Feelings about 

life in the U.S. 

 

Father 
 

       

 

Mother 
 

       

 

Daughter 
 

       

 

Son 
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WORD BANK 

United States 

father 

college 

mother 

son 

daughter 

keeps the books 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which family members are noncitizens? 

The _________________, _________________, and _________________ are 

noncitizens. 

 

2. Which family members are citizens? 

The _________________ is a citizen. 

 

3. Why is the son a citizen? 

The son was born in the _________________. 

 

4. What education does the daughter have? 

The daughter graduated from _________________. 

 

5. What job does the daughter have? 

The daughter _________________ for a small business. 
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LESSON FOUR 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” 

Paragraphs 6–7 

Graph: “Under One Roof, Both Legal and Illegal” 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RI.9-10.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the story by using explicit information 

(information that is plain to see) stated (written) in the text. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. We are going to continue reading the article “A Family Divided by 2 Words, 

Legal and Illegal.” Who are the members of the Queens family in the article? 

 

2. Which family members are citizens? Which family members are noncitizens?  

 

3. What challenges do the noncitizens face? 

  

4. What is the son able to do? 

 

5. What do you think the article will tell us? 
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Find the words in the glossary. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

PART A: GRAPH 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the graph called “Illegal immigrant families with children in the U.S.” 

 Use the graph to answer the questions for the year 2008. 

Graph: “Under One Roof, Both Legal and Illegal” 

WORD BANK 

600,000 400,000 three two 

QUESTIONS 

1. How many children live in illegal immigrant families?   

__________ million children live in illegal immigrant families. 
 

2. How many families have children who are U.S. citizens?  

About __________ million families have children who are U.S. citizens. 
 

3. How many children are here illegally?  

About __________ children are here illegally.  
 

4. How many immigrant families have a mix of children who are citizens and 

children who are here illegally? 

About __________ families have a mix of children who are citizens and here 

illegally.  
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PART B: TEXT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

Paragraphs 6–7  

GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the Queens family in the story like other immigrant families in the United 

States? Summarize in your own words.  

WORD BANK 

2.3 million 

400,000 

citizens 

noncitizens 

official deported 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why is the family afraid to be identified (named)? 

The family is afraid of being __________ (sent home). 

 

2. What does undocumented mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

Undocumented means having no __________ papers. 

 

3. How many undocumented families have at least one child who is a United 

States citizen?  

Nearly __________ undocumented families have at least one child who is a 

United States citizen. 

 

4. How many families have a mix of citizen and noncitizen children?  

Nearly __________ of them have both citizen and noncitizen children. 

 

5. What does mixed status mean?  

Mixed status means families with __________ and __________ living together. 
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6. What do federal laws say about children born in other countries? 

Federal laws ______ (do/do not) grant citizenship to foreign-born children. 

 

7. What do federal laws say about children born in America? 

Federal laws ______ (do/do not) grant citizenship to American-born children. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the Queens family in the story like other immigrant families in the United 

States? Summarize in your own words.  

 

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What are “mixed-status families”? (Look at paragraph 6.) 

 

Mixed-status families are families with ________________ and 

________________ living together. 
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 LESSON FIVE  

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” 

Paragraphs 8–10 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to determine (find out) the meaning of words and phrases (groups of words) 

in the article. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. We are going to continue reading the article “A Family Divided by 2 Words, 

Legal and Illegal.” Let’s remember what we have learned from reading the 

article. What are mixed-status families? 

 

2. Is the Queens family a mixed-status family? Why/why not? 

 

3. Why is the son a citizen? 

 

4. What do you think the article will tell us? 
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Find the words in the glossary. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

Paragraphs 8–9 

GUIDING QUESTION 

What are the stereotypes about immigrants? In what ways are the stereotypes untrue? 

Summarize them in your own words. 

WORD BANK 

future 

beliefs 

dreams 

legal 

legal 

opportunities 

men 

families 

opposite 

here to stay 
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SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What are stereotypes? (Look at the glossary.) 

Stereotypes are __________ about a group of people. 

Stereotypes _______ (are/are not) true. 

 

2. What are three stereotypes about immigrants? 

a. Immigrants are either __________ or illegal.  

b. Immigrants are either __________ or want to go back to their home 

country.  

c. Immigrants are mostly __________ who are alone. 

 

3. What is the truth about most immigrants? 

In fact, most immigrants live in __________. 

 

4. What are the differences in the Queens family? 

They have a blend of __________ statuses. 

They have different __________. 

They have different __________. 

 

5. How are the differences affecting the Queens family? 

They are pulling the family members in __________ directions. 

They are complicating efforts to plan a common __________. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

What are the stereotypes about immigrants? In what ways are the stereotypes untrue? 

Summarize them in your own words. 
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Paragraph 10 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduced the theme of the article. How does paragraph 10 develop the 

theme? 

WORD BANK 

daughter  brother son improving 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does “losing ground” mean? (Look at the glossary.)  

Losing ground means not ________. 

 

2. Who feels they are losing ground in the United States? 

The __________ feels she is losing ground. 

 

3. What does “takes his citizenship for granted” mean? (Look at the glossary.)   

He ______ (does/does not) value his citizenship. 

 

4. Who takes their citizenship for granted? 

The daughter worries that her __________ takes his citizenship for granted. 

 

5. Who carries the family’s highest hopes? 

The __________ carries the family’s highest hopes. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduced the theme of the article. How does paragraph 10 develop the 

theme? 
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5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

different 

differences 

opposite 

losing ground 

takes his citizenship for granted 

QUESTIONS 

1. What does “disparities” mean? How do you know? (Look at paragraph 9.) 

Disparities are __________ among family members. 

The article says the disparities within immigrant homes are pulling their 

members in __________ directions. Opposite means __________. 

 

2. How does paragraph 10 show us the differences between the son and the 

daughter? 

The daughter ______ (does/does not) have citizenship. The daughter tries to 

get ahead, but feels she is __________. 

The son ______ (does/does not) have citizenship, but he seems to __________. 
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LESSON SIX 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” 

Paragraphs 11–13 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

RI.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to answer questions about the central ideas (main ideas) of the article. I 

will summarize the text (I will rewrite the main ideas in my own words). 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. We are going to continue reading the article “A Family Divided by 2 Words, 

Legal and Illegal.” Let’s remember what we have learned from reading the 

article. What are some stereotypes about immigrants?  

 

2. What are the facts about immigrants?  

 

3. What are some of the differences among the Queens family?  

 

4. What do you think the article will tell us?  
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Find the words in the glossary. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

Paragraph 11 

GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduced the theme of the article. How does paragraph 11 develop the 

theme? 

WORD BANK 

green card 

babysits 

draftsman 

dissatisfied 

legal 

rewarding 

computer system analyst 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What was the mother’s job in Ecuador?  

The mother was a _______________ in Ecuador. 

 

2. What is the mother’s job in the United States?  

The mother __________ in the United States. 
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3. What is the father’s job in the United States?  

The father is a ___________. 

 

4. How does the father feel about his work?  

The father’s work is ___________. 

 

5. How does the mother feel about her work?  

The mother feels _____________. 

 

6. What did the mother try to do?  

The mother tried to use her son’s citizenship to get a ___________. 

 

7. What is a green card? (Look at the glossary.)   

A green card is ______ permission to live and work in the United States. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

Paragraph 2 introduced the theme of the article. How does paragraph 11 develop the 

theme?  

 

 

Paragraphs 12–13 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the family better off than many illegal immigrants? 

WORD BANK 

jobs 

middle class 

more things 

husband 

college welcomes 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What does “better off” mean? (Look at the glossary.)   

Better off means having _________, or that things are better for you. 

 

2. How does the city feel about foreigners?  

The city __________ foreigners. 
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3. How are the parents the same as a rising (growing) proportion of illegal 

immigrants?  

The parents have a ________ education. 

 

4. What are careers? (Look at the glossary.)   

Careers are ______. 

 

5. Why do illegal immigrants abandon their careers back home?  

They want their children to be in the American __________. 

 

6. What does the mother think her daughter should do to get citizenship?  

The mother thinks her daughter should find an American ___________. 

 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How is the family better off than many illegal immigrants? 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

man 

problem 

citizenship 

husband 

solution 

solution son 

QUESTIONS 

1. How are the mother and the daughter similar?   

The mother and the daughter both want __________.  

The mother and the daughter try to get citizenship through a relationship with 

a _________. 

The mother tries to get citizenship through her _________. 

The mother wants the daughter to find an American _________ to get 

citizenship. 
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2. What does “impasse” mean? How do you know? (Look at paragraph 13.)  

An impasse is a ________ or a difficult situation with no _________. 

The article says the mother points out a simple ________ to the daughter’s 

career impasse. 

 

 

6. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Reread paragraphs 11 to 13. 

 Work with a partner to continue completing the graphic organizer. 

 Provide more details about each family member. 

 
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: A Family Divided by 2 Words 

Family 

members 

Age U.S. citizen 

or 

noncitizen? 

Immigration 

to U.S. 

Job in 

Ecuador 

Job in 

U.S. 

Education Feelings about 

life in the U.S. 

 

Father 
 

 
 
 
 

      

 

Mother 
 

 
 
 
 

      

 

Daughter 
 

 
 
 
 

      

 

Son 
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LESSON SEVEN 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words, Legal and Illegal” 

Paragraphs 14–18 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grade 9–10 topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to participate in discussions (conversations) with a partner. 

 

2. PREVIEWING/REVIEWING THE TEXT 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Look at the newspaper article. 

 Listen as your teacher asks questions.  

QUESTIONS 

1. We are going to continue reading the article “A Family Divided by 2 Words, 

Legal and Illegal.” Let’s remember what we have learned from reading the 

article. What level of education do the mother and father have?  

 

2. What jobs do the mother and father have in the United States?  

 

3. What does the mother want the daughter to do?  

 

4. What do you think the article will tell us?  
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3. ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 

PART A: STUDENT GLOSSARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

PART B: KEY VOCABULARY 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher explains each word. 

 Find the words in the glossary. 

 Highlight (or circle) the words in the article. 

 

4. READING FOR KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Think about the guiding question. 

 Listen and follow along as your teacher reads the story aloud. 

 Read the story again with the class. 

 Work with a partner to answer the supplementary questions. Use the glossary 

to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

 Write an answer to the guiding question. 

Paragraphs 14–15 

GUIDING QUESTION 

How do the different future plans for the daughter and the son support the theme? 

WORD BANK 

wedding 

vague 

service 

detailed 

not clear 

graduate school 

birthday 

college 

independence 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. What two things were celebrated at the Chinese restaurant?  

The daughter’s ________ and a ________ were celebrated at the Chinese 

restaurant. 
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2. What are the daughter’s plans for the future?  

The daughter’s plans are: ________, community work, a life of ________, 

and __________. 

 

3. What are the son’s plans for the future?  

The son wants to attend _______. 

 

4. What does “vague” mean? (Look at the glossary.)   

Vague means ________. 

 

5. How are the son’s plans for the future different from the daughter’s plans 

for the future?  

The son’s plans are ______. 

The daughter’s plans are _______. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

How do the different future plans for the daughter and the son support the theme?  

 

 

 

Paragraphs 16–18 

GUIDING QUESTION 

The mother’s hopes for her daughter have changed. How have her hopes changed? 

WORD BANK 

married middle class   

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 

1. Why did the parents abandon their careers back home? (Look at paragraph 12.)  

They want their children to be in the American ____________. 

 

2. What does the mother want her daughter to do now? (Look at paragraph 17.)  

The mother wants her daughter to get _______. 

 

3. Why does the daughter look away in silence? (Look at paragraph 18.)  

The daughter _____ (does/does not) want to get married. 
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RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION 

The mother’s hopes for her daughter have changed. How have her hopes changed?  

 

 

 

5. REVISITING THE TEXT FOR CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the story again. 

 Work with a partner to answer the questions.  

 Use the word bank to help you. 

 Review the answers with the class. 

WORD BANK 

future married marries  

QUESTIONS 

1. The author ended the story with a real moment from the family’s life. What 

does this show us about the theme of the story?  

 

It shows us that the parents want the best for their children’s ______, in any 

way possible. One way is for the daughter to get _______, even if she ________ 

someone she does not love.  

 

6. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 
 Work with a partner to continue completing the graphic organizer. 

 Provide more details about each family member. 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: A Family Divided by 2 Words 

Family 

members 

Age U.S. citizen 

or 

noncitizen? 

Immigration 

to U.S. 

Job in 

Ecuador 

Job in 

U.S. 

Education Feelings about 

life in the U.S. 

 

Father 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

Mother 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

Daughter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

Son 
 

 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 214 

LESSON EIGHT 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Common Core Learning Standard 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to summarize the story of the family in “A Family 

Divided by 2 Words.” 

 

2. WRITING 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Read the writing prompt. 

 Work with a partner to fill in the paragraph frame below. Use your graphic organizer 

to help you. 

Writing Prompt 

The newspaper article “A Family Divided by 2 Words” shows how a Queens family 

reflects a growing trend of mixed-status families in the United States. Write an essay 

that summarizes the story of the Queens family. [For an extra challenge, also describe 

the trend of mixed-status families in the United States.] 

WORD BANK 

Ecuador 

Queens 

illegally 

illegally 

illegally 

babysitter 

17 

22 

47 

47 

draftsman 

born 

future 

high school 

college 

immigrated 

engineer 

work 

coyote 

keeps the books 

tourist visa 

tourist visa 

mixed-status 

go back 

dissatisfied losing ground computer systems analyst 
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Paragraph Frame 

 

“A Family Divided by 2 Words” tells the story of a family from __________. The 

family __________ to the United States to have a better __________ for their children. 

The family lives in __________, New York. They are a __________family. 

 

The father is a __________ (citizen/noncitizen). 

 The father immigrated to the United States ________. He hired a ________. 

 The father is __________ years old. 

 The father was an __________ in Ecuador. 

 The father is a __________ in the United States. 

 The father found rewarding __________ in the United States. 

 

The mother is a __________(citizen/noncitizen).  

 The mother immigrated to the United States __________. She came to the 

United States on a __________and stayed. 

 The mother is __________ years old. 

 The mother was a __________ in Ecuador. 

 The mother is a __________ in the United States. 

 The mother is __________ with her opportunities in the United States. 

 

The daughter is a __________ (citizen/noncitizen).  

 The daughter immigrated to the United States__________. She came to the 

United States on a __________and stayed. 

 The daughter is __________ years old. 

 The daughter has a __________ degree. 

 The daughter __________ for a small company. 

 The daughter feels she is __________. 

 

The son is a __________ (citizen/noncitizen). 

 The son was __________ in the United States. 

 The son is __________years old. 

 The son is in __________. 

 The son wants to __________to Ecuador. 



 216 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Summarize the story of the Queens family in your own words.  

 Use the paragraph frame above to help you. 
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Student Glossary – A Family Divided By 2 Words 
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Word and 

Translation 

Definition Example From the Text 

as usual 

como siempre 

as always The daughter, as usual, had her future worked 

out in fine detail: graduate school, community 

work, a life of service and independence. 

attend 

ir 

go to The son was characteristically vague, saying 

only that he wanted to attend college. 

back home 

en casa 

home country; homeland The parents are among a rising proportion of 

illegal immigrants with higher educations - at 

least one in every four are believed to have had 

some college - abandoning careers back home 

to try to vault their children into the American 

middle class in a single generation. 

barely 

apenas 

almost not at all But they could barely be heard above the 

dance music pounding through the restaurant. 

bent 

empeñado 

determined to do 

something; going to do 

something for sure 

(idiomatic expression) 

 

And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. 

better off  

mejores 

circunstancias 

having more things;  

things are better for you 

(idiomatic expression) 

 

Still, they are a loving family, and better off than 

many illegal immigrants, making a comfortable 

life in a city that welcomes foreigners, with or 

without papers. 

birthday 

cumpleaños 

the day a person was 

born 

One Saturday night last month, the family 

gathered to celebrate the daughter's 22nd 

birthday in a Chinese restaurant where most of 

the tables were filled for a raucous wedding 

reception. 

bored 

aburrido 

having nothing to do But bored and alone most afternoons, he 

declared last fall that he wanted to move back 

to the old country. 

brother  

hermano  

male sibling 

 

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother, who was 

born in the United States during an earlier stay 

and is thus an American citizen, enjoys 

privileges his family cannot. 

career 

carrera 

job The mother, 47, who gave up her fledgling 

career in Ecuador as a computer systems 
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analyst and now baby-sits for a living, has not 

had anywhere near the same opportunities in 

this country. 

child  

hijo 

son or daughter 

 

Nearly 2.3 million undocumented families, 

about three-quarters of those who are here 

illegally, have at least one child who is a 

United States citizen, according to the Pew 

Hispanic Center. 

children 

hijos 

 

 

sons and daughters 

 

 

Eight years ago, he paid coyotes to smuggle 

him into Texas, then headed to New York, 

where his wife and children flew in as tourists, 

and stayed. 

choice 

decisión 

decision; option For the father, the choice was obvious. 

citizen 

ciudadano 

 

a person who can live 

and work in a country 

legally 

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother, who was 

born in the United States during an earlier stay 

and is thus an American citizen, enjoys 

privileges his family cannot, like summers in 

Ecuador with his cousins. 

citizenship 

ciudadanía 

being able to live and 

work in a country legally 

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children - 

who had no say in moving here - while 

granting citizenship to their American-born 

siblings. 

classmates 

compañeros 

people in the same class So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 

outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

clock 

reloj 

 

Yet as each year brings new setbacks, they hear 

the clock ticking and push their children 

harder. 
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come to 

llegado a 

eventually started or 

began to do something 

 

 

So while her former accounting classmates hold 

lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing outside 

the city and cannot get a driver's license in the 

country she has come to love. 

comfortable 

cómoda 

 

 

not having any worries, 

especially about money 

Still, they are a loving family, and better off 

than many illegal immigrants, making a 

comfortable life in a city that welcomes 

foreigners, with or without papers. 

computer 

systems analyst 
analista de sistemas 

informáticos 

a person who works with 

computers 

The mother, 47, who gave up her fledgling 

career in Ecuador as a computer systems 

analyst and now baby-sits for a living, has not 

had anywhere near the same opportunities in 

this country as the father. 

consequences 

consecuencias 

 

 

 

results; what happens 

when you do something 

But the consequences of that clear-cut decision 

- the immigrant's perennial impulse to uproot 

for the sake of the next generation - have been 

anything but simple 

cousins 

primos 

children of aunts or 

uncles 

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother, who was 

born in the United States during an earlier stay 

and is thus an American citizen, enjoys 

privileges his family cannot, like summers in 

Ecuador with his cousins. 

coyotes 

traficantes 

smugglers (informal)  Eight years ago, he paid coyotes to smuggle 

him into Texas, then headed to New York. 

dance 

baile 

move to music  But they could barely be heard above the 

dance music pounding through the restaurant. 

daughter 

hija 

a person’s female child  

 

For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 

decision 

decisión 

conclusion; choice But the consequences of that clear-cut decision 

- the immigrant's perennial impulse to uproot 

for the sake of the next generation - have been 

anything but simple. 

declared 

declaró 

 

said; announced  But bored and alone most afternoons, he 

declared last fall that he wanted to move back 

to the old country. 
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deny 

niegan 

to say no; to not allow 

someone something  

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children - 

who had no say in moving here - while 

granting citizenship to their American-born 

siblings. 

deported 

deportado 

forced to leave a country These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported. 

dishes 

platillos 

plates of food As they waited under the swirling disco lights 

for dishes of pork and seafood, the parents 

asked the children about their plans - for 

school, for work, for life. 

dreams 

sueños 

hopes; wishes In fact, most immigrants live in families, with a 

blend of legal statuses, opportunities and 

dreams. 

driver’s license 

licencia para 

conducir  

card for legal permission 

to drive  

So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 

outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

Ecuador a country in South 

America 

 

For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 

efforts 

esfuerzos 

 

 

something you try to do To spend time with this Queens family is to 

see, up close, how the growing disparities 

within immigrant homes are pulling their 

members in opposite directions and 

complicating efforts to plan a common future. 

engineer 

ingeniero 

a person who plans how 

to build things 

An engineer with several jobs yet little money, 

he saw no future for his daughter and son in 

their struggling country, Ecuador. 
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family  

familia 

 

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother, who was 

born in the United States during an earlier stay 

and is thus an American citizen, enjoys 

privileges his family cannot, like summers in 

Ecuador with his cousins. 

father  

padre 

a male parent 

 

For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 

fed 

proveidos 

increased  Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 

federal laws 

leyes federales 

government rules Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 

feels 

siente 

thinks The daughter, despite tireless efforts to get 

ahead, feels she is losing ground and worries 

that her brother takes his citizenship for granted. 

flew 

volaron 

traveled by airplane Eight years ago, he paid coyotes to smuggle 

him into Texas, then headed to New York, 

where his wife and children flew in as tourists, 

and stayed. 

foreign  

extranjero 

outside their home 

country 

So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 

outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

foreign-born 

nacidos en el 

extranjero 

born outside the  

United States 

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children - 

who had no say in moving here - while 

granting citizenship to their American-born 

siblings. 

former 

anteriores 

 

past; previous So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 
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outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

gathered 

se reunió 

got people together One Saturday night last month, the family 

gathered to celebrate the daughter's 22nd 

birthday in a Chinese restaurant where most of 

the tables were filled for a raucous wedding 

reception. 

gave up 

dejó 

 

 

ended something; left 

(idiomatic expression) 

The mother, 47, who gave up her fledgling 

career in Ecuador as a computer systems 

analyst and now baby-sits for a living, has not 

had anywhere near the same opportunities in 

this country as the father, also 47, who found 

rewarding work as a draftsman. 

generation 

generación 

family born at the same 

time;  

family of approximately 

the same age  

But the consequences of that clear-cut decision 

- the immigrant's perennial impulse to uproot 

for the sake of the next generation - have been 

anything but simple. 

go back 

volver 

return to a place 

 

After giving up everything to come here, he - 

the only one with papers - wants to go back?" 

graduate school 

escuela de 

postgrado 

classes after college The daughter, as usual, had her future worked 

out in fine detail: graduate school, community 

work, a life of service and independence. 

graduated 

graduó 

finished The daughter excelled in her Queens high 

school and graduated from college with 

honors, but at 22 is still living in this country 

illegally. 

green card 

permiso de 

residencia  

card for legal permission 

to live and work in the 

United States 

(idiomatic expression) 

 

 

Increasingly dissatisfied, she has tried in vain 

to leverage her son's citizenship to get a green 

card granting her permanent residency. 

grinned 

sonrió 

smiled  

 

The mother grinned and leaned in close to the 

daughter. 
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growing 

creciente 

getting larger; increasing These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported - are part 

of a growing group of what are often called 

mixed-status families. 

guests 

invitados 

friends and family Dozens of guests clinked their spoons on 

glasses. 

harder 

más fuerte 

use more effort than 

before 

Yet as each year brings new setbacks, they hear 

the clock ticking and push their children 

harder. 

highest 

más altas 

greatest; best The son, despite his freedom, carries the 

weight of his family's highest hopes 

home 

patria  

home country And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. 

homes 

hogares 
o 
casas 

 

places where people live  

(houses or apartments) 

 

To spend time with this Queens family is to 

see, up close, how the growing disparities 

within immigrant homes are pulling their 

members in opposite directions and 

complicating efforts to plan a common future. 

husband 

marido 

a married man 

 

For all the daughter's high ambitions, the 

mother never misses a chance to point out a 

simple solution to her career impasse: find an 

American husband. 

identified 

identificado 

named These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported. 

illegal 

ilegal 

not allowed by the law Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 



 225 

immigrants 

inmigrantes 

people who immigrate 

(move) to another 

country 

And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. 

immigration 

inmigración 

moving to a new country Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 

impulse 

impulso 

 something you do 

quickly without thinking 

about it 

But the consequences of that clear-cut decision 

- the immigrant's perennial impulse to uproot 

for the sake of the next generation - have been 

anything but simple. 

independence 

independencia 

freedom The daughter, as usual, had her future worked 

out in fine detail: graduate school, community 

work, a life of service and independence. 

independent 

independiente 

without anyone helping 

or preventing something 

That they are mostly men on their own, 

making independent choices. 

keeps 

sigue 

goes on; continues The four are now split between two households, 

and between those who expect to stay and those 

who would return to Ecuador - a tally that keeps 

shifting.  

keeps the books 

lleva contabilidad 

does accounting;  

works in an office 

writing records about 

money 

(idiomatic expression) 

 

 

So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 

outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

leaned in 

se inclinó 

got close The mother grinned and leaned in close to the 

daughter. 

legal 

legal 

allowed by law And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. 

legal status 

estatus legal 

how a person is officially 

treated  

 

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 
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living 

viviendo 

having a home; staying 

(verb) 

The daughter excelled in her Queens high 

school and graduated from college with 

honors, but at 22 is still living in this country 

illegally. 

living 

ganarse la vida 

job; how a person earns 

money 

(noun) 

The mother, 47, who gave up her fledgling 

career in Ecuador as a computer systems 

analyst and now baby-sits for a living, has not 

had anywhere near the same opportunities in 

this country as the father. 

losing ground 

quedando atrás 

not improving; not 

moving forward 

(idiomatic expression) 

The daughter, despite tireless efforts to get 

ahead, feels she is losing ground and worries 

that her brother takes his citizenship for 

granted. 

louder 

más ruidoso 

noisier As a toast was raised to the bride and groom, 

the din grew louder. Dozens of guests clinked 

their spoons on glasses. 

married 

casada 

having a husband or wife 

  

The mother grinned and leaned in close to the 

daughter. If she were to be married, "that's 

how it would be," the mother suggested. 

"Everybody making noise." 

members  

miembros 

people in a family To spend time with this Queens family is to 

see, up close, how the growing disparities 

within immigrant homes are pulling their 

members in opposite directions and 

complicating efforts to plan a common future. 

middle class 

clase media 

people who are not rich 

and not poor 

The parents are among a rising proportion of 

illegal immigrants with higher educations - at 

least one in every four are believed to have had 

some college - abandoning careers back home 

to try to vault their children into the American 

middle class in a single generation. 

mixed-status 

estatus mixto 

families with citizens 

and noncitizens living 

together 

These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported - are part 

of a growing group of what are often called 

mixed-status families. 
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money 

dinero 

 

 

For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 

mostly 

en su mayoría 

almost all That they are mostly men on their own, 

making independent choices. 

mother 

madre 

 

a female parent 

 

"How can he even think that?" said his mother, 

stunned. 

move back 

volver 

return to the home 

country 

 

But bored and alone most afternoons, he 

declared last fall that he wanted to move back 

to the old country. 

music 

música 

 

sounds made by 

instruments 

But they could barely be heard above the dance 

music pounding through the restaurant. 

neatly 

cuidadosamente 

 

 in order; organized And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. 

noncitizen 

no ciudadanos 

a person who cannot live 

and work in a country 

legally  

Nearly 400,000 of them have both citizen and 

noncitizen children. 

obvious  

obvio 

clear; easy to understand For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 
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opportunities 

oportunidades 

chances In fact, most immigrants live in families, with a 

blend of legal statuses, opportunities and 

dreams. 

opposite 

opuestas 

different To spend time with this Queens family is to 

see, up close, how the growing disparities 

within immigrant homes are pulling their 

members in opposite directions and 

complicating efforts to plan a common future. 

outside the city 

fuera de la ciudad 

not in the city;  

located away from the city 
So while her former accounting classmates 

hold lucrative corporate jobs and take foreign 

vacations, she keeps the books for a small 

immigrant-run business, fears venturing 

outside the city and cannot get a driver's 

license in the country she has come to love. 

papers 

papeles 

 

legal documents After giving up everything to come here, he - 

the only one with papers - wants to go back?" 

permanent 

permanente 

lasts forever Increasingly dissatisfied, she has tried in vain 

to leverage her son's citizenship to get a green 

card granting her permanent residency. 

pounding 

latiendo 

beating loudly But they could barely be heard above the dance 

music pounding through the restaurant. 

proportion 

proporción 

 

 

 

 part  The parents are among a rising proportion of 

illegal immigrants with higher educations. 

ranks 

los miembros 

number of people in a 

group 

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 

reporter 

reportero 

a person who writes 

news 

These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported. 

restaurant 

restaurante 

place to buy food and eat One Saturday night last month, the family 

gathered to celebrate the daughter's 22nd 

birthday in a Chinese restaurant where most of 

the tables were filled for a raucous wedding 

reception. 

sake 

bien 

 

benefit But the consequences of that clear-cut decision 

- the immigrant's perennial impulse to uproot 

for the sake of the next generation - have been 

anything but simple. 
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Saturday 

sábado 

the day after Friday One Saturday night last month, the family 

gathered to celebrate the daughter's 22nd 

birthday in a Chinese restaurant. 

say 

autoridad 

 

choice Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of illegal 

immigration, and by federal laws that deny legal 

status to foreign-born children - who had no say 

in moving here - while granting citizenship to 

their American-born siblings 

shifting 

cambiando 

changing The four are now split between two 

households, and between those who expect to 

stay and those who would return to Ecuador - 

a tally that keeps shifting. 

silence 

silencio 

quiet The daughter looked away in silence. 

simple  

simple 

easy For all the daughter's high ambitions, the 

mother never misses a chance to point out a 

simple solution to her career impasse: find an 

American husband. 

solution 

solución 

 

 

answer to a problem For all the daughter's high ambitions, the 

mother never misses a chance to point out a 

simple solution to her career impasse: find an 

American husband. 

son  

hijo 

 

 

 

 

 

a person’s male child 

 

For the father, the choice was obvious: An 

engineer with several jobs yet little money, he 

saw no future for his daughter and son in their 

struggling country, Ecuador. 

smuggle 

contrabandear 

cross a border illegally; 

enter a country in secret 

Eight years ago, he paid coyotes to smuggle 

him into Texas, then headed to New York, 

where his wife and children flew in as tourists, 

and stayed. 

spend time 

pasar el tiempo 

use time doing 

something; pass time 

To spend time with this Queens family is to see, 

up close, how the growing disparities within 

immigrant homes are pulling their members in 

opposite directions and complicating efforts to 

plan a common future. 

split 

separados 

 

separated; broken apart  The four are now split between two 

households, and between those who expect to 

stay and those who would return to Ecuador - 

a tally that keeps shifting. 
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status 

estado  

a person’s situation or 

condition 

Their status is also mixed in less obvious ways. 

stay 

estancia 

time spent visiting 

something or someone 

(noun) 

 

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother, who was 

born in the United States during an earlier stay 

and is thus an American citizen, enjoys 

privileges his family cannot, like summers in 

Ecuador with his cousins. 

stay 

quedarse 

spend a lot of time 

somewhere 

(verb) 

 

And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home. That they are mostly men on 

their own, making independent choices. 

stereotypes 
estereotipos  

 

common beliefs about a 

group of people that are 

not true 

And as their numbers rise, they are challenging 

the most stubborn stereotypes of 21st-century 

immigrants: that they fit neatly into separate 

groups - legal or illegal, here to stay or bent on 

returning home 

suggested 

sugerió 

 

told someone an idea 

about what they should 

do 

The mother grinned and leaned in close to the 

daughter. If she were to be married, "that's 

how it would be," the mother suggested. 

takes his 

citizenship for 

granted 

menosprecia su 

ciudadanía 

does not value (or 

appreciate) his 

citizenship 

 (idiomatic expression) 

The daughter, despite tireless efforts to get 

ahead, feels she is losing ground and worries that 

her brother takes his citizenship for granted. 

Texas 

Tejas 

 

Eight years ago, he paid coyotes to smuggle 

him into Texas, then headed to New York, 

where his wife and children flew in as tourists, 

and stayed. 

tide 

oleada 

 

the way something is 

changing 

Their ranks are fed by the unending tide of 

illegal immigration, and by federal laws that 

deny legal status to foreign-born children. 

trail 

seguir 

 

follow These four - who let a reporter and a 

photographer trail them only if they were not 

identified, for fear of being deported. 

undocumented 

indocumentadas 

having no official papers Nearly 2.3 million undocumented families, 

about three-quarters of those who are here 

illegally, have at least one child who is a 

United States citizen, according to the Pew 

Hispanic Center. 
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WRITING 
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vague 

vago 

 

 

not clear The son was characteristically vague, saying 

only that he wanted to attend college. 

wedding 

boda 

two people get married 

 

One Saturday night last month, the family 

gathered to celebrate the daughter's 22nd 

birthday in a Chinese restaurant where most of 

the tables were filled for a raucous wedding 

reception. 
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LESSON ONE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) about my immigration story. 

 

2. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Fill in the graphic organizer. 

 Add details. Use the glossaries to help you. 

 Summarize in your own words. 

 

Every immigrant has a story about how he or she came to the United States. Some 

stories are funny and entertaining. Some stories are sad and difficult to tell. We are 

going to write about our immigration stories. You can share as much—or as little—as 

you choose. 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: My Immigration Story 

Event Write details about your life. 

 

Life in 

my 

home 

country 

 

 My name is __________. 

 

 I am from __________. 

 

 I lived in my home country from __________ to __________. 

(Write in dates.) 

 

 I lived with __________. 

 

 I remember _____________. (Write a memory of your home country.) 

 

 I miss __________ because ________________________. (Write a 

person or place or thing you miss about your home country.) 

 

 _____________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share about your home country.) 

 

 

Journey 

to the 

United 

States 

 

 I was __________ years old when I left my home country. 

 

 I traveled to the United States by __________ (airplane, bus, car, 

walking). 

 

 I traveled with __________.   

 

 I remember ___________________. (Write a memory of your journey.) 

 

 I felt _________________________. 

 

 ______________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share about your journey.) 
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Life in 

the 

United 

States 

 

 I was __________ years old when I arrived to the United States. 

 

 I live in __________ (place where you live). 

 

 I live with ____________________ (people you live with). 

 

 Something I like about the United States: _______________________. 

 

 Something I do not like about the United States: _________________. 

 

 I feel _________________________. 

 

 ______________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share about your life in the United 

States.) 
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LESSON TWO 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to tell my immigration story. 

 

2. WRITING  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS    

 Fill in the paragraph frame. Use your graphic organizer to help you. 

 Summarize your immigration story in your own words. 
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PARAGRAPH FRAME: My Immigration Story 

 My Immigration Story 

 

Life in 

my 

home 

country 

 

When I was ___________ years old I lived in _______________________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Journey 

to the 

United 

States 

 

When I was ___________ years old I traveled to ____________________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

Life in 

the 

United 

States 

 

Now I live in __________________________________________________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 
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Summarize in your own words: 

My Immigration Story 
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LESSON THREE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 9-10 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to participate (take part) in discussions (conversations) with a partner. 

 

2. DEVELOPING LANGUAGE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Interview your classmates about their immigration stories. 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the interview questions. 

PART A: ASK QUESTIONS 

 Ask your partner about their immigration story.  

 Use the questions below. Add more questions, if you’d like.  

 Listen to your partner’s answers. 

PART B: ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 Listen to the question. 

 Answer questions about your immigration story. 

 Use your graphic organizer (from Lesson One) to help you answer the questions. 

PART C: INTERVIEW FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 For homework, interview family members and friends about their immigration 

stories (in your home language or English). 
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 Interview Questions Notes 

Life in 

your 

home 

country 

 

1. What is your name? 

2. Where are you from? 

3. When did you live in your home country? 

4. Who did you live with? 

5. What do you remember about your home 

country? 

6. What do you miss about your home 

country? 

7. What else can you tell me about your 

home country? 

 

Journey 

to the 

United 

States 

 

1. When did you leave your home country? 

2. How did you travel to the United States? 

3. Who did you travel with? 

4. What do you remember about your 

journey? 

5. How did you feel? 

6. What else can you tell me about your 

journey to the United States? 

 

Life in 

the 

United 

States 

 

1. When did you arrive to the United States? 

2. Where do you live? 

3. Who do you live with? 

4. What do you like about the United 

States? 

5. What do you not like about the United 

States? 

6. How do you feel in the United States? 

7. What else can you tell me about your life 

to the United States? 
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LESSON FOUR 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives.  

Content Standard 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Content Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) about someone else’s immigration story. 

 

2. PREPARING TO WRITE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Fill in the graphic organizer (in your home language or English). 

 Add details (in your home language or English). Use your interview notes from 

Lesson Three to help you. 

 Summarize in your own words (in your home language or English). 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: Immigration Story about __________________ (name) 

 

Event Write details. 

 

Life in 

your 

home 

country 

 

 His (or her) name is _______. 

 

 He (or she) is from ______. 

 

 He (or she) lived in______ (home country) from ______ to _______ 

(dates). 

 

 He (or she) lived with ______. 

 

 He (or she) remembers _________. 

 

 He (or she) misses ______ because __________.  

 

 _________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share.) 

 

 

Journey 

to the 

United 

States 

 

 He (or she) was ____ years old when he (or she) left _______ (home 

country). 

 

 He (or she) traveled to the United States by ________ (airplane, bus, 

car, walking).  

 

 He (or she) remembers _________.  

 

 He (or she) felt ______. 

 

 _________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share.) 
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Life in 

the 

United 

States 

 

 He (or she) was ____ years old when he (or she) arrived to the United 

States. 

 

 He (or she) lives in ___________ (place). 

 

 He (or she) lives with ___________ (people). 

 

 He (or she) likes __________ (something about the United States). 

 

 He (or she) does not like __________ (something about the United 

States). 

 

 He (or she) feels ______. 

 

 _________________________ 

(Write something else you want to share.) 
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LESSON FIVE 

 

1. REVIEWING STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. 

Content Standard 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Student Objective 

I will be able to write a narrative (story) to tell my immigration story. 

 

2. WRITING  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS    

 Fill in the paragraph frame. Use your graphic organizer to help you. 

 Summarize the immigration story in your own words. 
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PARAGRAPH FRAME: Immigration Story 

 Immigration Story 

 

Life in 

the 

home 

country 

 

This is a story about __________________ (name). 

 

When he (or she) was ______ years old, he (or she) lived in ________________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Journey 

to the 

United 

States 

 

When he (or she) was ______ years old, he (or she) traveled to _____________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

Life in 

the 

United 

States 

 

Now he (or she) lives in __________________. 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 

 

 Details: _________________________________________________ 
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Summarize in your own words: 

___________’s Immigration Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


