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EVALUATOR Portfolio Presentation Guidelines 

Grade/Class: 9ABC Subject: ELA Teacher: Mr. Cuttler 
Date: June 2014 Project Title: Analyzing The Secret Life of Bees through Setting, Characters, or Theme 

Note to Evaluator: For each project please allow appropriate time, based on the number of projects being 
presented, approximate ly I 0 minutes each. Score students for each section of the presentation using the 
Portfolio Evaluation Sheet. Instructions for each section are written in italics. 

I. (I minute) Project Materials: 
-A Reguired Materials I 0 noints· Review the completeness of the following materials according to 

their weight out of 10 points: 
Proiect Materials Point Value 
Title Page 2 

Creative Activity and Analysis: Students will choose 1 out of 3 activities that 6 
demonstrate their understanding of either the Setting, Characters, or Theme in The 
Secret Life of Bees. 
Reflection Paragraphs 2 

Total = 10 pts. 
B. Material Presentation - I 0 noints: Written materials are organized and neatly presented. 

II. (3 minutes) Reflection - 20 noints: Ask students to show you their reflection and present it to you orally. 
Students should address the following points and may read small parts of their reflection. Sue Monk Kidd's 
coming of age novel The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of a young girl, Lilly, growing up in the 
segregated South in 1964. Momentous events are happening all over the country. People fight for 
their Civil Rights, while others fight just as hard to repress them; young people begin to rebel against 
what they've been taught, and Lilly runs off to escape her abusive father and the guilt she feels for her 
mother' s death. The 9th grade MP 4 project was an opportunity for us to apply what we have learned 
about literary elements by analyzing this novel through the lens of setting, theme, or character. 

1. Which creative activity did you chose and what was the process you used to complete 
it? 

2. How does the aspect of the story you examined (setting, characterization, or theme) 
help you better understand the novel? 

3. What do you feel you understood well from doing this project? What was most difficult 
about the project? 

4. What connections can you make between what you learned in this project and yourself, your 
world, or other subject areas? 

Ill (5 minutes) Portfolio Discussion Questions 30 (lOints· -
A. Proiect Clarifvin!! Questions: 

Question Answer 
I. Describe which literary element Creative Activity and Analysis: Students will choose 1 out of 3 
and activity you chose as a lens activities below that demonstrate their understanding of either the 
tlu·ough which you analyzed The Setting, Char acters, or Theme in The Secret Life of Bees. 
Secret Life of Bees. 

A. Discuss the choices you 
A. Settin2: Students created a collage representing the setting 

of The Secret Life of Bees using visual sources represent the 
made to visually represent 

time and place of the novel (1964, Tiburon, SC), collected 
your the novel's setting, 

various types of materials and integrated textual citations as well as the quotes you 
chose. that help develop the significance of the setting. 

B. Explain the theme you B. Theme Students wrote a literary analysis of one of the 

wrote and what wisdom themes in The Secret Life of Bees with an introduction 
it helps you understand (opening statement, background information and a thesis/ 
about the topic. Explain theme), 3 supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
the reasons and evidence C. Charact er: Sh1dents created a poster for a character from 
you cited to show how the novel that included a drawn portrait, 3-4 symbols and/or 
Kidd develops this theme objects that they associate with the character, and 5 textual 
throughout the novel. citations from the novel that relate to the character they 

C. Discuss the character you chose. 
chose to represent visually. 
Why did you choose the 
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symbols and quotes you did 
to analyze them? 

B. Course Content Ouestions: Students should be asked to answer as many questions as time allows. 
Question Answer 

1 . What are the four big topics 1. Secret Lives The major theme of this novel is expressed in its title. 

you can connect to the The reader learns how most characters are not what they seem on the 
action or conflicts in The 
Secret Life of Bees? 

Give an example from the novel 
of each topic being developed 
(Answers w ill vary). 

What is a motif and what is the 
difference between a motif 
and a theme? 

What is an epiphany? Name an 
epiphany that a character 
we've read about this year 
has had. 

What is Dramatic Irony and how 
does Shakespeare use it in "Romeo 
and Juliet"? 

surface and that people's lives are usually much more complex and 

complicated than they appear. 

2. Effects of Racism and P rejudice This novel treats the contentious 

issue of race in the 1960 's south as well as in the complex web or 

relationships between individuals of any race. 

3. Motherhood Motherhood is closely tied to love in the novel. Lily's 

goal throughout the novel is to understand her mother, both her actions 

and her decisions. She feels her mother's absence constantly. 

4. Forgiveness Lily believes that she was respons ible for her mother's 

death and suffers tremendous guilt as a result. As this novel's title 

suggests . though, things are not always as simple as they appear. Lily 

rcnlizes that she is not the vi linin she sees herscl f as. nor is her mother the 

sa int she imagines. The tmth is much more complicated, as secrets otlen 

are. 

A Motif is an object or idea that repeats itself throughout a literary 

work that has symbolic significance and contributes toward the 

development of theme. 

Motif and theme are linked in a literary work but there is a difference: 
A. motif is a recurring image, idea or a symbol that develops a theme 
B. theme is the central idea, message or wisdom the author wants 

you to understand about the novel' s big topics. 
Epiphany: A sudden realization--a flash of recognition in which someone 
or something is seen in a new light. A turning point for a character in a 
literary work. 
Possible epiphanies they might mention. answers will vary 
T.S.L.O.B: Lily reali zing that her mother had stayed at the pink house 
before, August showing Lily her mother's things and a picture of her as a 
baby with her mother. 
The Sniper in "The Sniper" realizing it was his brother who was shooting 
at him. 
Fortunado realizing that Montressor plans to wall him up alive in "The 
Cask of Amonti llado" 
Dramatic Irony is when the audience kl1ows something that the character 
does not know. Shakespeare used this device to build tension and 
excitement in his plays. Romeo and Juliet is a very old story that his 
audience would have already k.Jwwn the outcome to upon entering the 
theater, but even if they hadn't, Shakespeare writes in the Prologue to the 
drama that Romeo and Juliet's love is doomed. 

IV. (I minute) Semester Review - I 0 points: Have students discuss the fol/oJVing questions. 
1 . How have you grown as a student in this subject? 
2. What is one goal that you have for yourself in this subject? 
3. What are the steps you will take to reach your goal? 

V . Profess ionalism - 15 points: Student uses appropriate language & demeanor in presentation. Punctuality. 
Unexcused rescheduling will receive zero points for punctuality. 

VI. Flu§.Ji£oints: Ease and confidence in subjeb~~~a~notes and eas~sentation. 
I•E · f~ 1-nslZE::: •I& .... ., ~ ·II!'~~ ·I 


