Activity: Teaching Complex Texts through Open-ended, Text-Dependent Questions (High School)
Selected Literacy Instructional Shift
	Require students to ground reading, writing, and discussion in evidence from text. 



Guiding Question
How can open-ended, text-dependent questions support the selected instructional shift:  “Require students to ground reading, writing, and discussion in evidence from text?”

Experience Different Types of Questions
	Response
	As a student, what knowledge and skills would you need to respond to this question?
	As a teacher, what information could you gather about student knowledge and skills from responses to this question?

	#1. Not an open-ended, text-dependent question:

How many children did Sojourner Truth have and what happened to them?

	







	
	

	#2.  Open-ended, text-dependent question:

What moment do you find most compelling in advancing the speaker’s argument? Explain using evidence from the text.  
	









	
	



Discussion Questions
· How can open-ended, text-dependent questions support discussion in the classroom?
· How can asking these questions support struggling students?
· How can asking these questions support high-performing students? 
· How do these questions support the selected instructional shift of requiring students to ground reading, writing, and discussion in evidence from text? 

Reflection Question
· How does the information we discussed today fit into your school’s plan to implement the instructional shift of requiring students to ground reading, writing, and discussion in evidence from text?
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