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INTRODUCTORY MESSAGE TO OUR STUDENTS

John Ericsson Middle School 126 will provide you with an excellent middle school educational experience.  We will work hard with you and your family 
to help you to meet your goals.  In addition to providing you with general middle school courses, you will be a member of one of the following academies:  Business & Finance, or Media & Journalism.  Regardless of the academy you are in, you will learn that you can make a difference in your own life and in the lives of the people you care about.  

We also have many fun and interesting clubs, programs and activities planned for you both during school and after school.  You will have the opportunity to take part in different kinds of sports, in-depth art studies, and to engage in activities that will challenge you to make a difference in the community and the world!

We have supports in place to help you with reading, writing, and mathematics.

We will do our part, and you must do your part.  The following sections tell you what we expect of you, so that you will be fully prepared to succeed at
John Ericsson Middle School 126.
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        September 2009
Dear Families,

Welcome to John Ericsson Middle School 126.  We are so fortunate to be a part of a school in which every child can and will learn.  A tremendous amount of planning has gone into making the coming year a success for everyone.

This Student Handbook will provide you with information that you need to know.  Please take the time to review it carefully.  It can be used as a resource throughout the year.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact our main office for assistance.  In addition, if you feel that the handbook can be improved upon, let us know.  

We strongly believe that the key to student success is to provide a strong support system for every student.  Good communication between the school and the family will demonstrate our commitment to setting high expectations for children.  Your participation in the school will also help us to meet or exceed your expectations in regard to the overall quality of your child’s educational experience.  To that end, we welcome your valuable input.

We know that our parents might have some questions.  In anticipation of those questions, we have prepared the following:

Question:  What can my child expect from attending MS 126?

Answer:  Your child can expect to receive a progressive education from teachers who are dedicated to providing the finest instruction possible.  Your child will learn how to think critically and how to apply their critical thinking skills to real-life problem solving situations.  Your child will be deeply engaged in a rigorous instructional program that will demand his or her effort and time, so that he or she will meet and exceed learning standards.  Your child will be encouraged to aspire to excellence.

Question:  What if my child has had difficulties with learning in the past?

Answer:  Your child will be given the support needed to be successful.  Our teachers will provide differentiated instruction and individual attention to ensure quality instruction for every student.  Our teachers will also be available to confer with parents, in order to strengthen the bond between the school and the home.

Question:  How will the teachers know what kind of support my child needs?

Answer:  Our teachers will be engaged in professional development throughout the year.  Many professional development sessions will include the study of student work and discussions about students’ progress.  (Students’ names will not be used.)

Should you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Ms. R. Ochoa

Principal
John Ericsson Middle School 126
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to John Ericsson Middle School 126.  We are looking forward to having your child begin attending or continue attending our school in September 2009.  UNIFORMS WILL BE MANDATORY FOR ALL STUDENTS ATTENDING MIDDLE SCHOOL 126.  The uniforms are as follows:

Business and Finance Academy:  Navy Blue Polo Shirts and Khaki Pants

Media and Journalism Academy:  Burgundy Polo Shirts and Khaki Pants

If you have not yet purchased your uniforms, you may do so by returning the SMOOTH SPORTSWEAR order form to room 111. Payment will be accepted by MONEY ORDER ONLY. There is about a two-week turn around from the time orders are received. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the school at 718-782-2527 Ext. 161 (Peggy McCarthy).










Sincerely,










Ms. Rosemary Ochoa










Principal
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September 2009
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to a new school year here at John Ericsson Middle School 126.  With your support, we can look forward to a productive and rewarding year.  As parents, we can make a difference in our children’s education.  The possibilities are endless.  Join and support our Parents’ Association, attend the meetings and get involved.  This will give you a forum to voice your concerns, make suggestions and receive information about our school community.  Your involvement with the teachers and the staff will help you to help your child get the most out of his/her education.  Your support is vital.  With your help we can make this a wonderful experience for your child as well as you.

I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Phyllis Zawrotniak and I am the Parent Coordinator.  I can be your source of information.  I am located in room 111, on the first floor and I am here Monday through Friday.  Feel free to call me at 718-782-2527.  My extension

is 160.  You can also reach me on my cell phone at 1-347-563-5359 or if you prefer, my e-mail address is:  pzawrotniak@schools.nyc.gov.

I look forward to a wonderful year!

Thank you,

Phyllis Zawrotniak, Parent Coordinator
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       August 18, 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian,

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to a new school year at the Academies at John Ericsson/M.S. 126.  With your help, we are looking forward to a rewarding school year.

I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Peggy McCarthy-Augoustatos and I am in charge of Attendance, report cards, lunch forms, metro cards, etc.  I am located in room 111.

My telephone number is 718-782-2527 Ext. 161.  My e-mail address is paugous@schools.nyc.gov.  Please call or send in a letter if your child will be absent, or if you need any assistance with anything else.  Feel free to let me know.

Sincerely,

      Peggy McCarthy/Augoustatos

Sr. School Neighborhood Worker
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School Calendar 2009-2010
SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR THE FOLLOWING:
September 28, 2009 – Monday……………………………………………………Yom Kippur

October 12, 2009 – Monday………………………………………………………Columbus Day
November 3, 2009 – Tuesday……………………………………………………..Election Day
November 11, 2009 – Wednesday………………………………………………..Veteran’s Day
November 26 & 27, 2009 – Thursday & Friday………………………………….Thanksgiving
December 24, 2009 – January 1, 2010……………………………………………Winter Recess
ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL ON MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2010.
January 18, 2010 – Monday……………………………………Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
February 15 – February 19, 2010……………………………………………..Mid-Winter Recess
ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2010.
March 29 – April 6, 2010…………………………………………………………Spring Recess
ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2010.
May 31, 2010 – Monday………………………………………………………… Memorial Day
June 10, 2010 – Thursday…………………………………………Chancellor’s Conference Day
June 28, 2010 – Monday………………………………………………………Last Day of School
Clerical half-days, generally scheduled in June, will be announced later this year.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Ericsson School Community, share the common belief 
that all students can learn.  We are also cognizant of the critical 
problems facing young people in today’s world.  Therefore, we 
are committed to the highest level of professional performance 
in order to provide a caring, supportive and safe educational 
environment in which each student is challenged to achieve.

ACADEMY ASSIGNMENTS
Media & Journalism


Business & Finance


William Kirk, AP, room 228

Jeannie Grace, AP, room 218
Sergio Zamora, Guidance, room 135
Ron Murray, Guidance, room 107
AP of Safety and Administration: Rose Chen – room 318

Dean: JoAnn Pollack – room 109
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Promotion Criteria - 8th Grade

The New York City Department of Education’s Promotion Policy mandates that all 8th grade students must be evaluated using the following criteria, in order to be promoted to the next grade:
a) Student work and grades:  Students must meet New York State Learning Standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies as evidenced by student work, teacher observation, assessment and grades.

b) Students must complete Science and Social Studies Exit Projects.

c) State Assessments:  Students must perform at or above Performance Level 2 on standardized tests in English Language Arts and Mathematics.

d) Final Grades:  Students must attain passing grades in English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.

e) Attendance:  Students must attain a minimum of 90% attendance.

Final decisions regarding promotion are portfolios in English Language Arts and Mathematics, passing grades, and a score of at least Level 2 on the state exams.

We look forward to working with you and your child, so they will have a successful school year.








Sincerely,









_________________________









Mrs. R. Ochoa, Principal
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Promotion Criteria - 7th Grade

The New York City Department of Education’s Promotion Policy mandates that all 7th grade students must be evaluated using the following criteria, in order to be promoted to the next grade:

a) Student work and grades:  Students must meet New York State Learning Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics as evidenced by student work, teacher observation, assessment and grades.
b) State Assessments:  Students must perform at or above Performance Level 2 on standardized tests in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
c) Attendance:  Students must attain a minimum of 90% attendance.

Final decisions regarding promotion will include portfolios in English Language Arts and Mathematics, passing grades, and a score of at least Level 2 on the state exams.

Promotion Criteria - 6th Grade

The New York City Department of Education’s Promotion Policy mandates that all 6th grade students must be evaluated using the following criteria, in order to be promoted to the next grade:

a) Student work and grades:  Students must meet New York State Learning Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics as evidenced by student work, teacher observation, assessment and grades.
b) State Assessments:  Students must perform at or above Performance Level 2 on standardized tests in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
c) Attendance:  Students must attain a minimum of 90% attendance.

Final decisions regarding promotion will include portfolios in English Language Arts and Mathematics, passing grades, and a score of at least Level 2 on the state exams.

We look forward to working with you and your child, so they will have a successful school year.









Sincerely,









_________________________









Mrs. R. Ochoa, Principal
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
The 12 Non-Negotiable Rules and Regulations

1.  Attend school daily and on time.

2. Leave all outer clothing in your homeroom closet.

3. Move quickly from class to class.  Enter the room quietly, take your assigned seat and begin work immediately.

4. Be prepared to work every day.  Bring in all supplies you need, in order to be successful.

5. Do homework nightly.  
6. Eat only in the cafeteria.  Gum chewing is not allowed anywhere in the building – even in the cafeteria.

7. Do not bring cards, radios, walkmans, games, cellular phones, laser pens, and/or any items that are not related to instruction.  They will be confiscated!

8. Keep your desk area clean.
9. Do not take part in any physical or verbal violence.  Learn to disagree in appropriate ways.  Fighting will not be tolerated.

10. Respect the school building.  Do not write graffiti or deface any part of the building.  Throw trash ONLY in trash cans or garbage pails.
11. Show your student ID, program card or pass to any adult in the building who requests it.  You must have a pass in order to leave your classroom.

12. Wear the school uniform daily.  Hats are not to be worn in the building.

Bathroom Procedures
· Bathroom privileges are not permitted the first ten minutes or last ten minutes of the period.

· Bathroom privileges are not permitted during first period, eighth period, or following a lunch period unless it is an emergency.
· No student will be allowed to leave a room without a pass for any reason.  Only one student per pass is allowed.
· Teachers who send students to the bathroom will write the student’s name on the section sheet under the “passes” section.
Dress Code

As a student of MS 126, you are expected to dress for success every day.  

The following dress code will be followed by all of our young ladies and gentlemen:

· Burgundy polo shirt for Media and Journalism Academy

· Dark blue polo shirt for Business and Finance Academy

· Khaki pants for all students

The following articles of clothing and items are not permitted at any time:

· Headgear, tank tops, short-shorts, sandals, beads, chains or bandanas 

· Spaghetti strap or halter top shirts and dresses, or shirts that do not fully cover the midriff

· Clothing that leaves undergarments visible, is too tight, or revealing

· Clothing that promotes the use of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco 

· Clothing with printed offensive language, graphic images or innuendos

Attendance

All students are required to be in attendance daily and on time (by 8:00am).  In order to be promoted to the next grade, you must be present at least 90% of the time.  Each subject teacher takes attendance during AM and PM homerooms and during the course of the day.

Please remember the following:
· If you are absent, you must bring in a note on the day you return to school.  The note should state the reason for your absence and must be signed by your parent.  You are to give the note to your homeroom teacher.

· When you are absent, it is very important to keep up with your school work and any homework assignments.  You should have at least 3 phone numbers of reliable students in each of your classes, so that during your absence you are able to do the required work.  If for some reason you are unable to get all of the work and assignments, upon your return to school it is your responsibility to ask the teacher for missed assignments.

· If you will be absent due to travel, your parent or guardian must notify the school beforehand.

· Be sure to return your signed absence card if you receive one in the mail. 
· You are required to have all contact information on your blue card and an updated lunch form.
In addition, the examples below are the only LEGAL excuses for absence from school:
· Personal illness – The school may require a doctor’s note.

· Illness in the family – All school work must be kept current.

· Death of a relative - A reasonable amount of time is allowed.

· Observation of a religious holiday – School work must be made up.

· Any other reason must be excused PRIOR to the absence.

Homework Policy

· In order for learning to be effective, it is essential that students do homework on a daily basis.  Homework is assigned not merely because it is a part of school regulations, but because homework is used to provide reinforcement of what was learned during the day’s lesson - or to provide preparation for the next lesson.

· It is a school policy that homework is given in every academic subject class each day of the week, including test days.

· Homework will account for a part of each subject’s report card grade.

· All parents are expected to be part of the homework process by asking their child what homework they have and making sure all assignments are completed.
HOMEWORK SURVIVAL KIT SHOULD INCLUDE:
Assignment book


pens


protractor

ruler
Erasers



stapler


calculator

pencils
Writing paper


tape


thesaurus

almanac
Paper clips


hole punch

writing notebook

colored markers
Index cards


white out

compass


glue or glue sticks
Dictionary


pencil sharpener

independent reading book
Metrocards – Transportation
1.  6th grade students who live ½ mile from school are entitled to a half-fare metrocard.  Those who live a mile or more from school are entitled to a full fare metrocard.

2.  7th and 8th grade students who live up to 1 ½ miles from school are entitled to a half fare metrocard.  Those who live 1 ½ miles or more from school are entitled to a full fare metrocard.

3.  Metrocards are issued twice a year; September and February.
4.  Students whose metrocards are confiscated by the transit police may lose the privilege of using a metrocard for a period of 5 months.

5.  If a metrocard is lost or stolen:

· 1st time:  Replacement will take 24-48 hours after request is made.

· 2nd time:  Replacement might take up to one week.

· 3rd time:  Replacement might take up to two weeks.

6.  During the time it takes for a metrocard to be replaced, the parent/guardian is responsible for providing carfare for their child.  The school will not provide letters for any child who has lost their metrocard to get on a bus or train.
7.  Half fare and full fare determination is made by the Bureau of Student Transportation and is based on the distance their home is from the school.

8.  If you have any questions concerning fare determination, you can call 718-784-3313 and ask for the Student Metro Department.
Fire and Shelter Drill Expectations

· Always respond to the signal.

· Look and listen to the teacher for instructions while evacuating the building.

· Absolutely no talking is permitted under any circumstances.

· Stay in your class line at all times.

· Remember, the drill is not over until you are back in your classroom.
Discipline Policy

Our discipline policies and procedures are designed to produce a safe, caring, and orderly environment conducive to learning and characterized by mutual respect and trust.  We believe in discipline with dignity.  We believe in high expectations for student behavior that area clearly spelled out for the students and explained in the beginning of the school year.  Teachers develop class rules collaboratively with students, and they take learning under the greatest consideration.  Students, in return, are expected to behave, respect all peers and adults.  Students will be held accountable for their actions.  However, at all times, regardless of the infraction, the student should be treated with respect.
Possible Steps Taken in a Disciplinary Situation:
1. Warning given
2. Parent contact

3. Student counseled by dean or guidance counselor

4. Conference with parents, teachers and/or administrator
5. Detention assigned

6. Removal from subject class for 1-5 days

7. Principal Suspension based on the City-wide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures

8. Superintendent’s Suspension based on City-wide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures
The school will not be responsible for the loss of private property and/or items that are prohibited.
Students are prohibited from wearing hats or coats once inside the school building.  Cell phones, IPODS, MP3 players, CD players, and any other electronic devices are not permitted in the school building.
If a classroom teacher or ANY staff member sees a student carrying and/or using a prohibited item, it is to be confiscated, labeled with the student’s name/class, and given to an Administrator.  The item will be returned ONLY to the student’s parent or guardian.

Each student will receive a copy of the New York City Department of Education Discipline Code, as well as two copies of the “Student Contract,” one of which will be returned to the school with the parent’s signature.  These contracts will be distributed at a special assembly where the assistant principals and dean will discuss the discipline policy with the students.
Activities Probation

Any student who has had behavior issues will be put on activities probation.  Students on Activities Probation are not permitted to participate in any sport, art, dance, music, or other extracurricular activity.  Students will be taken off the Activities Probation list on a monthly basis depending upon improvement of such behavior.  It is the responsibility of an organizer of these activities to obtain this list from the dean.

Section Sheets

Every class carries a Section Sheet from class to class every day.  The section sheet contains the names of absentees and late arrivals.  The teacher makes specific comments about individual students and gives the class a rating for the period.  These comments can praise the students for their outstanding work or behavior in class.  The opposite is also noted on the section sheet, and based on the severity of the infraction, a reprimand is decided by the academy Assistant Principal.
Guidance

The guidance counselors are available to assist students, teachers, and parents, in areas of school achievement and adjustment.  Students can secure a pass to meet their academy guidance counselor individually or in groups to discuss matters of difficulty or concern.  The counselors offer agency referrals and assist students with the high school articulation process.  Parents are encouraged to make an appointment with their child’s guidance counselor at least once during their child’s middle school career.
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Student’s Contract
1.  My Best Effort – I understand that my education is very important, and I will always work, think, and behave in  the best way I know how and do whatever it takes for my peers and me to learn.

2.  Attendance and Timeliness – I will come to school every day on time by 8:00 am and stay until 2:51 pm (or later if I am assigned to a student organization or Extended Day that meets after school).

3.  Uniform – I will wear my uniform every day and follow the dress code.

4.  Homework – I will complete all of my homework assignments every night.

5.  Communication – I will raise my hand to ask for help when I do not understand something.  I will raise my hand to contribute to classroom conversations.  I will make myself available to my teachers and parents to address my concerns.

6.  Responsibility – I will tell the truth and accept full responsibility for my actions.

7.  REACH – I understand the following REACH values, and will strive to abide by them everyday.


R:  I will respect myself, my classmates, my teachers, and the school property.


E:  I will approach learning with enthusiasm and a positive attitude.


A:  I will aim for achievement in every subject and complete all homework assignments.


C:  I will model good citizenship and help my peers, my school, and my community.


H:  I will always demonstrate hard work.  I will come to class prepared, focused, and ready to learn.

8.  School Rules – I will follow all school rules in order to protect the safety, interests, and rights of all individuals.  I understand that I may lose privileges and have other disciplinary consequences if I fail to abide by school rules and regulations or meet the tenets of the REACH values.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Student’s Name and Class:  ___________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s  Contact Information

     
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________


Home Phone:  _______________________________

Work Phone:  ______________________


Cell Phone:  ____________________________

E-mail:  ___________________________
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION
School Hours
The Main School Office (room 127) is open during the regular academic school year daily from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The school building is open at 7:30 am to admit students who choose to eat breakfast.  Students are supervised from 7:30 am until 2:51 pm and during all school-sponsored activities.  This includes Extended Day hours and after school clubs and sports activities.

Visitors

To ensure student safety, all visitors must sign in and obtain an identification badge when entering the building.  A valid form of identification is required (driver’s license, for example).  In all cases, visitors must FIRST report to the Main Office (room 127) before seeing anyone in the building.

Emergency Contact Cards

Every student is given an Emergency Contact Card to complete.  As the name indicates, this card is essential and helps us contact someone in case of an emergency (i.e. illness, injury, etc.)  This card must be filled out completely.  The information must be accurate and up-to-date.  Students will not be released into the care of any adult unless his/her name is listed on the blue emergency contact card.  Only relatives 18 years or older can sign out a child and proper identification is mandatory.  Written correspondence (i.e. e-mail, letter or fax) are not accepted to sign a child out.
Medical Needs

Parents must notify the school administration if a student has a special medical condition or need.  School personnel cannot administer any type of medication to students.  Parents must provide the school with a doctor’s note that includes dosage, storage instructions, and the original prescription bottle/container for those students who must take prescribed medication during the day.  Students must report to the nurse’s office with a valid pass to receive medication.  Health personnel will log all administered student medication.

If your child has a medical condition, or requires special services, contact the Department of Education at (212) 374-6097.  Provide the child’s name, school, class and a description of your child’s special needs.  An evaluation of your request will then be performed by the Department of Health and the Department of Education.  A decision will be made as to whether your child qualifies for Section 504 services of the Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and various New York City and State laws.  You will be informed of the decision within 30 days.
Child Custody

Our school recognizes that issues related to legal custody of students are complex and can impact a student’s educational experience.  Parents and legal guardians are strongly encouraged to stay abreast of their children’s academic progress. Parents may review their child’s records.

Requests to review should be made to the school administration, and will be granted within 45 days, according to New York City law.  If a non-custodial parent requests access to a child’s records, the school will notify the legal parent, guardian, or institution where the child resides.  Unless the custodial parent informs the school of a legal document or court order revoking the non-custodial parent’s rights of access within 45 days, the record will be made available to the non-custodial parent.
Official notices and report cards will be sent to the parent or legal guardian with primary physical custody of the student during the school year.  It is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian with primary physical custody to provide current copies of court orders to the school.  Child visitation and exchange of custody should not take place during school hours or on school property.

Breakfast/Lunch Programs

MS 126 is a Universal Free Lunch School.  All students attending our school are entitled to both free breakfast and lunch.  Breakfast is served at 7:30 am each morning.  All students are expected to maintain a clean, safe environment.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  Students must be respectful and adhere to the rules and regulations in the cafeteria.

Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds during their lunch period.  When the weather permits, under the direction and supervision of school personnel, students are allowed to use the schoolyard for their lunch recess.

DOE Communication in the Event of an Emergency

MS 126 has a safety plan in effect in case of an emergency.  In the event of an emergency, the Department of Education will make information available for students and parents as quickly as possible in the “News and Information” section of the Department of Education’s website at http://www.nycenet.edu.  The information will also be available on the City’s Government Services and Information phone line (accessible by dialing 311 from any of the five boroughs, or by dialing 212-NEW-YORK from outside of the five boroughs).

These communication mechanisms will provide you with up-to-date information about your child and our school throughout the course of an emergency.  They will be used when our school is evacuated during the school day and students are not expected to return to the building before the end of the school day.  Thus, you will know where to locate your child.  They will also be used when school is closed at the start of the school day in the event of inclement weather or any other unusual circumstance, in which you were not given prior notice of the closing.

