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Appropriation Versus Transformation 

Essential Understanding: 
There is a difference between appropriation and transformation when using someone else’s work. 

Learning Outcome(s):  
• Students will know and be able to discuss what constitutes plagiarism, its relationship to academic integrity, and consider the distinctions between 

copying, appropriating, and transforming.  
• Students will also be able to paraphrase another’s words and ideas, and quote when appropriate. 

Common Core Standard(s):  
• R.I.12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
• R.I.12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure 

makes the point clear, convincing, and engaging. 

IFC Standard(s): 
• Challenges ideas in text and makes notes of questions to pursue in additional sources. 
Homework: Read excerpt from Harold Bloom’s The Anxiety of Influence. 
Tri-column journal response: Select and copy down (quote) one line.  Leave second column blank.  Respond in third column.
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LEARNING/TEACHING ACTIVITIES RESOURCES 

Mini Lesson Class: Read around excerpt from John Locke’s Second Treatise on Government. 
Read Declaration of Independence, skipping list of grievances. 

Believe discussion (5 minutes):  Thomas Jefferson plagiarized John Locke. 

Doubt discussion (5 minutes): Thomas Jefferson plagiarized John Locke (that is, 
argue that this is not an instance of plagiarism). 

15 minutes: Discuss (in the form of a Thought Chain*), having students 
re-introduce the formal definition of plagiarism, and introduce the concepts 
of appropriation and transformation. 

John Locke’s Second Treatise on Government. 

Copy of the Declaration of Independence  

Guided Practice Imagine Thomas Jefferson was a student, rather than a political agent.  
Practice paraphrasing and quoting John Locke for use in the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Independent 
Practice/Check 
for Student 
Understanding 

Students use with self-selected articles. 
IFC Assessment 11.4. 

Circulate to check for understanding. 

Articles selected previously through SIRS Knowledge 
Source database; NOVEL Environmental Issues & 
Policy Collection 

Sharing/Reflection In blank column of tri-column form, paraphrase selected quote. 

Assessment  /Check 
for Understanding 

Have students read their quote.  Group students according to quote.  In 
groups, read paraphrases.  Have students create one group paraphrase.  Share 
with the class, pointing out strengths and weaknesses of the paraphrase. 
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*Thought Chain: The Thought Chain is an excellent way to revitalize sharing if it becomes humdrum.  One student begins the chain by 
simply reading aloud her response to the prompt.  All students will read their responses before the exercise is over.  But the challenge is 
that the second and subsequent students find ways to connect to the previous speaker by (1) paraphrasing the previous speaker using 
the phrase “I hear you (or “Jim”) saying…” and then (2) adding the conjunction “but” or “and” as connector to (3) reading their own 
piece of writing. You might ask students to write a process on how the Thought Chain differed from sharing.  They will observe that 
they listen much more carefully to each other’s writing since they are required to synthesize it and compare it to the kernel of their own 
thought.  When it works well, students are riveted to the writing of their peers.  You can hear a pin drop in the attentive silences this 
exercise can engender. 

From BardCollege@simon’srock: Writing and Thinking Guidebook, p. 13 

Follow-up/Extension: 
Students analyze arguments more in-depth using IFC Assessment 12.2: Learning Logs for Reflective Note-taking 

Common Sense Media: 
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rights-remixes-and-respect-11-12 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rights
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