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Continuum / Common
Core Learning Standards

This section features alignment documents for each
grade, K through 12, between the New York City
Information Fluency Continuum (IFC) and the New
York State Common Core Learning Standards for
literacy: Reading Standards for Literature; Reading
Standards for Informational Text; Writing Standards;
and Speaking and Listening Standards. Also included
are documents that align the IFC with Reading and
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social
Studies and Science and Technical Subjects for grades
6-12. These documents show the close connection
between information literacy/inquiry skills taught

through the library and the Common Core.




INTRODUCTION

Alignment of NYS Common Core Learning Standards and NYC Information Fluency Continuum

NYS Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS)

The New York State Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) provide a P-12 framework of standards for literacy and
math and a 6-12 framework for literacy in history / social studies, science, and technical subjects. They are designed
to ensure that all students are ready for college and career when they graduate.

NYC Information Fluency Continuum (IFC)

The New York City Information Fluency Continuum (IFC) is a K-12 framework of the information and inquiry skills
and strategies that are required for in-depth learning. The IFC was designed by the NYC school library community to
ensure that all students develop the skills and responsibilities to become independent learners, able to pursue both
academic and personal interests. It is organized around three standards:

e Standard 1: Using Inquiry to Build Understanding and Create New Knowledge
e Standard 2: Pursuing Personal and Aesthetic Growth
e Standard 3: Demonstrating Social Responsibility

Alignment Between CCLS and IFC

An analysis of the NYS Common Core Learning Standards for Literacy and the NYC Information Fluency Continuum
shows very strong alignment between them. They are both designed to prepare students for success in

college and career.

From Alignment to Strategic and Phased Implementation

The alignment documents you will find in this section open up new opportunities for sustained collaborative
planning and teaching between librarians and classroom teachers. The implementation, however, must be strategic
and phased. We cannot, and should not, try to move faster than we can be effective.

The DOE has identified expectations for the Common Core skills to be implemented during the 2011-2012 year.
Librarians must be an essential part of this citywide effort.

o Start with the three literacy standards named.
e Figure out the embedded information fluency skills.

e Collaborate with classroom teachers in your school to develop instruction that teaches and enables students to
practice those skills in the context of classroom content.

¢ Use and adapt the formative assessments of the IFC to capture student work, so that you can analyze students’
development of the skills and provide additional instruction and practice when necessary.

The Alignment Framework in this Section
In this section, you will find:

e “Common Core College and Career Readiness Skills Learned Through the School Library Instructional
Program”-- An overview of the library’s role in supporting college and career readiness.

¢ Grade-by-grade alignments of the Common Core Learning Standards and the Information Fluency Continuum,
organized under the Common Core strands of Reading Standards for Literature, Reading Standards for
Informational Text, Standards for Writing, and Standards for Speaking and Listening.

¢ Grades 6-12 alignments of the CCLS Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in History / Social Studies
and the IFC.

e Grades 6-12 alighments of the CCLS Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in Science and
Technical Subjects and the IFC.

e Tags of the major skills in the Common Core which can be applied to items in the library’s collection
that are particularly useful for Common Core instruction in the classroom or library.
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