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Amended Second Revised: The Proposed Co-location of a New Public Charter 

School, Success Academy Charter School – Manhattan 2 (84MTBD), with 

Existing Schools Business of Sports School (02M393), Urban Assembly 

Gateway School for Technology (02M507), and High School of Graphic 

Communication Arts (02M625) in Building M625 in the 2013-2014 School 

Year 
 

 

I.    Description of the subject and purpose of the revised proposed item under 

consideration.  

 
On September 21, 2012, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) issued an 

Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) and Building Utilization Plan (“BUP”) proposing to site 

the kindergarten through fifth grades of Success Academy Charter School – Manhattan 2 

(84MTBD, “SA-Manhattan 2”) in building M625 (“M625”), located at 439 West 49th Street, 

New York, NY 10019 in Community School District 2, and to co-locate SA - Manhattan 2 with 

Business of Sports School (02M393, “BOSS”), an existing high school that serves students in 

grades nine through twelve; High School of Graphic Communication Arts (02M625, “Graphics”), 

an existing high school that serves students in grades nine through twelve; Urban Assembly 

Gateway School for Technology (02M507, “Gateway”), an existing high school that currently 

serves students in grades nine through ten, and an Alternate Learning Center (88M992, “ALC”), 

which provides an educational setting for students in grades nine through twelve who are on a 

Superintendent’s suspension for up to 90 days. A “co-location” means that two or more school 

organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces like auditoriums, 

gymnasiums, and cafeterias.   

 

On September 25, 2012, the DOE substantially revised this proposal in response to public input.  

This revised EIS corrected performance data listed in Section III.A and in Section IV and 

changed the reference to Urban Assembly Gateway School for Technology’s colloquial name. In 

addition, the proposed shared space plan in the attached BUP was revised with respect to the 

building’s three physical education spaces.   

 

On October 18, 2012, the DOE amended the revised BUP to clarify SA – Manhattan 2’s use of a 

multi-purpose room and the effect of that use on the revised proposed shared space plan. An 

amended revised EIS updated references to the revised BUP and corrected a typographical error 

on school enrollment ranges in Section II, but did not significantly revise the proposal.  

 

On November 27, 2012, the BUP was further revised to correct errors in the description of the 

current allocation of space in M625 and to allocate the space that will be vacated by the ALC 

when it moves out of the building beginning with the 2013-2014 school year. This EIS was also 

revised to include updated references to the second revised BUP. 
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This EIS is now being amended to correct typographic errors and to align the grade span, 

enrollment and utilization tables to reflect the ALC’s re-location at the conclusion of the 2012-

2013 school year. The BUP is being amended to include updated references to the amended 

second revised EIS. This amendment does not significantly revise the proposal itself. 

 

If this proposal is approved,  SA - Manhattan 2 would be co-located in M625 with BOSS, an 

existing high school that serves students in grades nine through twelve; Graphics, an existing high 

school that serves students in grades nine through twelve and is gradually scaling back its 

enrollment; and Gateway, an existing high school that currently serves students in grades nine 

through ten and is in the process of phasing in, gradually growing to full scale as it adds a new 

grade of students annually. Gateway will serve students in grades nine through twelve when it 

reaches full scale in 2014-2015.  Graphics offers two Career and Technical Education (“CTE”) 

programs for incoming ninth-grade students, and is in the process of phasing out two additional 

CTE programs currently serving students in grades ten through twelve. Graphics, BOSS and 

Gateway each admit students through the Citywide High School Admissions Process, and each 

offers CTE programs.  Additional information about CTE programming and the High School 

Admissions Process are contained in Section III of this proposal. A “co-location” means that two 

or more school organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces like 

auditoriums, gymnasiums, and cafeterias. 

 

In addition, M625 houses two Community Based Organizations (“CBOs”), SPARK Drug 

Prevention and the Association of Progressive Dominicans, and an ALC, which provides an 

educational setting for students in grades nine through twelve who are on a Superintendent’s 

suspension for up to 90 days. This proposal is not expected to impact the continued siting of the 

CBOs. In the 2013-2014 school year, the ALC will re-locate to building M859 (“M859”), located 

at 512 W 182
nd

 St, New York, NY 10033 within the geographical confines of Community School 

District 6. 

 

SA - Manhattan 2 is a new public charter school that is authorized by its charter authorizer, the 

State University of New York Charter Schools Institute (“SUNY”), to serve grades K-5.  Success 

Academy Charter Schools (“SACS”) is a charter management organization that currently operates 

12 public elementary charter schools in New York City. SACS has been authorized by SUNY to 

operate six new public elementary charter schools starting in 2013-2014, including SA - 

Manhattan 2.  The four SACS elementary schools that received a progress report for the 2010-

2011 school year each received an overall grade of A.  

 

II.  Identification of all revisions, including substantial revisions to the original item 

 

The amended second revised EIS includes the following modifications: 

 Corrected performance data in Section IV and enrollment data in Section II 

 Changed colloquial name for Urban Assembly Gateway School for Technology 

 Aligned grade span, enrollment, and utilization tables to reflect the ALC’s move out of 

the M625 campus 

 Reflected amendments and revisions applied to the amended revised BUP 

 

The amended second revised BUP includes the following modifications: 

 Updated proposed shared space plan for M625’s three physical education spaces 

 Clarified SA – Manhattan 2’s use of a multi-purpose room and the effect of that use on 
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the revised proposed shared space plan 

 Corrected baseline allocations in the current year 

 Updated allocation of space to reflect the ALC’s move out of the M625 campus. 

 

III. Summary of all public comment regarding the original proposal received to date 

 

Interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal.    

1. Principal Joshua Solomon of BOSS stated that: 

a. A proposed shared space plan that allocated time in all three physical 

education spaces for all three high school organizations in M625 would be 

preferred. 

b. Performance data was not aligned for BOSS or Graphics. 

2.  Principal April McKoy of Gateway stated that: 

a.  The colloquial name preferred by Urban Assembly Gateway School for 

Technology is “Gateway” or “UA Gateway.” 

3. Shino Tanikawa, president of the Community Education Council for District 2 

(“CEC 2”), on behalf of the City Council on High Schools (“CCHS”), asserted the 

following: 

a. M625 is a building that currently houses high schools. CCHS opposes the 

loss of high school seats that will be difficult to regain. 

b. Seats should be reserved for high schools. 

c. There have been haphazard and uncoordinated attempts to reform 

Graphics.  

d. The DOE only supports charter schools and small schools.  

e. The shrinking enrollment at Graphics gives opportunity for DOE to push 

in to the space that is being given to elementary students. 

f. There is no justification provided in the educational impact statement.  

g. Students are being forced into co-locations with Success.  

h. Students at Brandeis have become second-class citizens. 

 

4. Shino Tanikawa, president of the CEC 2, read through specific points taken from 

CEC 2 resolutions number 30, 54, 57, and 58 that asserted the following: 

a. Co-locations are inefficient uses of space as a separate footprint must be 

recreated for each of the schools. 

b. There is a clear difference between the facilities of district schools and 

charter schools.  

c. Charter schools can find their own space and do not need to move into 

district buildings. 

d. District 2 already has high-quality schools, although they are 

overcrowded. Seven new elementary schools have been built, and now 

overcrowding issues are addressed.  

e. CEC 2 hears that parents want middle school space and high school seats.  

f. CEC 2 does not see the need for a charter school in District 2. 

 

5. Sara Berger, SLT member of BOSS, asserted the following: 
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a. There is a safety issue of elementary school students attending school with 

high school students. 

b. There are concerns about fire exits, metal detectors, scanning. 

 

6. Jeanne LaConti, UFT Chapter Chair of Graphics, asserted the following: 

a. The co-location will negatively impact space issues. Two other schools 

have speech pathologists, guidance counselors, and therapists lacking 

office space.  

b. Housing another school will restrict where and how Urban Assembly can 

expand. 

c. BOSS will not have room to expand. 

d. The school social worker shares rooms with the security office and the 

speech therapist and mandated counselors do not have appropriate spaces 

to do IEP counseling. This impacts students who feel like they have their 

privacy intruded upon. 

e. Construction is needed for the facilities of elementary school students. 

f. DOE should upgrade construction if they have the money, but she doesn’t 

want to see elementary needs being put ahead of the needs of the high 

schools on the Graphics campus. 

 

7. Jim Kelleher, president of parent-teacher association of BOSS, asserted the 

following: 

a. He should have received the documents associated with the proposal 

sooner.  

b. Success is building a cafeteria on the second floor so they won’t have to 

share. 

c. Students don’t want to feel left out.  

d. According to the footprint, the elementary school in three years will have 

more full size spaces and half size spaces than BOSS will. 

 

8. Jane Marcinkiewicz, treasurer of the SLT at BOSS, asserted the following: 

a. There should be fairness for all schools in the building. If one school is 

scanned the others should be as well. 

b. There should be fairness when using shared spaces. 

c. She hopes that if BOSS is using a shared space, that the charter school will 

not push anyone out. 

d. An Assistant Principal visited Brandeis with a similar setup, and it seemed 

to be working fine but they are still concerned and worried and are hoping 

for fairness. 

e. Commenter does not understand why another school has to come in given 

the lack of space. 

 

9. Senator Thomas Duane asserted that: 

a. Two of the three schools are expected to stay long-term and any available 

space should be reserved for high schools seats. 

b. Elementary and high school students are an inappropriate mix. 
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c. The co-location is an inefficient use of space and cannibalizes existing 

school space. 

d. Charter schools do not serve their intended purposes of being a 

pedagogical laboratory, collaborating with district schools, and serving 

high need students.  

e. They compete with district schools, taking over space.  

f. This building is built for high school students. Construction will be 

required to reconfigure them for elementary school students and is a waste 

of money. 

g. Innovation Diploma Plus’ relocation at Brandeis validates the concern. Its 

re-location is due to the DOE’s belief that none of Innovation’s students 

live in the area. 

 

10. One commenter who is a student at the Graphics campus as well as a member of 

the Graphics ROTC program stated that ROTC students do not have enough 

space. With another additional school, it will be harder for them to do their drills. 

 

11. Multiple commenters stated that:  

a. Space is an issue.  

b. The co-location will have little kids witness violence and other 

inappropriate activities. Elementary school students should take classes 

with children their own age. 

 

12. One commenter stated that sharing a lunchroom might have elementary students 

see inappropriate activities if they had to eat at the same time as high school 

students. 

 

13. One commenter stated that parents of kindergarten through fifth grade students 

would never want to send their child to a school with other high school students.  

 

14. Multiple commenters stated that they are concerned about shared spaces, 

renovations, and that they anticipate that students will be impacted.  

 

15. One commenter asserted that they had attended a Success open house and was 

blown away and that Success would be a perfect fit for this community. 

 

16. One commenter asserted the following: 

a.  this proposal should be pursued since District 2 schools are overcrowded 

and parents require more options 

b. Success would be entering and exiting only with its own part of the 

school. 

 

17. One commenter asserted the following: 

a. She knows parents in the immediate Graphics neighborhood who want 

more choice to address the problem of overcrowding  
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b. The belief implied by previous commenters that the behavior of Graphics 

students is on a level not seen on the streets of New York City or in many 

other schools is false.  

 

18. One commenter asserted the following: 

a. Fire drills with over a thousand students will be difficult to handle with the 

traffic and safety of each student. 

b. There is a need for a functioning library and additional cafeteria space. 

 

19. One commenter asked if the ROTC program and its space requirements, with 212 

students, is acknowledged by the DOE.  

 

20. One commenter asserted that staff in the Brandeis high schools feel disrespected 

by staff at Success Academy School. Brandeis is no longer allowed to play band 

because Success cannot hear. The school is being asked to move to separate but 

unequal facilities. 

 

 

IV.    Information regarding where the full text of the revised proposed item may be 

obtained. 
  

The amended second revised EIS and amended second revised BUP can be found on the 

Department of Education’s Web site: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals 

 

Copies of the amended second revised EIS and amended second revised BUP are also available 

in main office of Business of Sports School, Urban Assembly Gateway School for Technology, 

and the High School of Graphic Communication Arts. 

 

V.  Submission of public comment.  

 

Written comments can be sent to D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov   

Oral comments can be left at 212-374-3466 

 

 VI. The name, office, address, email and telephone number of the city district 

representative, knowledgeable on the item under consideration, from whom information 

may be obtained concerning the item. 

 

Name:   Jennifer Peng 

Office:  Division of Portfolio Planning 

Address:  52 Chambers Street 

New York, NY 10007 

Email:   D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov      

Phone:  212-374-3466 

 

VII. Date, time and place of joint public hearings for this proposal.     
 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm
mailto:D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov
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The joint public hearing for this proposal occurred on December 12, 2012 at 6:00pm in building 

M625, located at 439 West 49
th

 Street, New York, NY 10019. 

 

Questions about the proposal should be directed as indicated in section VI above. 

 

 

VIII. Date, time and place of the Panel for Educational Policy meeting at which the Panel 

will vote on the proposed item. 

 

December 20, 2012 at 6:00pm 

High School of Fashion Industries 

 225 West 24th Street 

New York, NY 10011 

 

 
 


