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Public Comment Analysis 

 

Date:    December 19, 2012 

Topic:  The Proposed Re-siting and Co-location of the Brooklyn Latin School (14K449) 

in Building K049 with Existing Schools the Green School: An Academy for 

Environmental Careers (14K454) and Lyons Community School (14K586) 

Beginning in the 2013-2014 School Year 

Date of Panel Vote:  December 20, 2012 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 

The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to re-site The Brooklyn Latin School 

(14K449, “Brooklyn Latin”), an existing high school that serves students in grades nine through twelve, 

to building K049 (“K049”), which is located at 223 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206, in Brooklyn’s 

Community School District 14, beginning in the 2013-2014 school year. K049 currently houses three 

existing schools: The Green School: An Academy for Environmental Careers (14K454, “the Green 

School”), a high school that serves ninth- through twelfth-grade students; Lyons Community School 

(14K586, “Lyons Community”), a secondary school that serves sixth- through twelfth-grade students; and 

Young Women’s Leadership School of Brooklyn (14K614, “YWLS”), an all-girls college preparatory 

school that currently serves sixth- through tenth-grade students and is phasing in to serve sixth- through 

twelfth-grade students. In a separate Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) posted on October 26, 2012, 

the DOE is proposing to re-site and co-locate YWLS in building K147 (“K147”) beginning in 2013-

2014.
1
 If the proposal to re-site YWLS is approved by the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”), YWLS 

will no longer serve any students in K049 after the conclusion of the 2012-2013 school year and, 

beginning in the 2013-2014 school year, YWLS will serve all its students in K147.
2
 

 

An amended EIS was posted on November 13, 2012, correcting a typographical error related to the space 

allocation of Lyons Community for 2013-2014. 

 

For the purposes of describing the proposal to re-site and co-locate Brooklyn Latin, it is assumed that the 

proposal to re-site and co-locate YWLS in K147 will be approved by the PEP. Thus, if both that proposal 

and this proposal are approved, Brooklyn Latin will be re-sited to K049 and will be co-located only with 

the Green School and Lyons Community beginning in the 2013-2014 school year. If the proposal to re-

site and co-locate YWLS in K147 is not approved, this EIS will be withdrawn.  

 

Brooklyn Latin is currently housed in K147, located at 325 Bushwick Avenue, New York, NY 11206, 

also in Brooklyn’s Community School District 14. It is currently co-located with P.S. 147 Isaac Remsen 

(14K147, “P.S. 147”), an existing zoned elementary school that serves students in kindergarten through 

fifth grade and offers a pre-kindergarten program. Brooklyn Latin is one of New York City’s eight 

Specialized High Schools and admits ninth-grade students through the Citywide High School Admissions 

                                                           
1   The EIS describing that proposal can be found here: http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-

2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm.   
2  A re-siting means students will attend classes in a different building than the one they have attended in previous years and a 

“co-location” means that two or more school organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces like 

auditoriums, gymnasiums, libraries, and cafeterias. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm
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Process (“HSAP”) and admission is based on student performance on the Specialized High Schools 

Admissions Test (“SHSAT”). 

  

According to the 2011-2012 Enrollment Capacity Utilization Report (the “Blue Book”), K049 has the 

capacity to serve a total of 1,727 students. K049 is projected to serve 1,242 students in 2012-2013,
3
 

yielding a projected utilization rate of approximately 72%.
4
 If this proposal is approved, in 2013-2014, 

Brooklyn Latin is projected to serve 505-545 ninth- through twelfth-grade students, the Green School is 

projected to serve 370-410 ninth- through twelfth-grade students, and Lyons Community is expected to 

serve 510-580 sixth- through twelfth-grade students for a total of 1,385-1,535 students in K049. This 

yields a utilization rate of approximately 80%-89%.  

 

Copies of the EIS describing the proposed re-siting and co-location of Brooklyn Latin are available in the 

main offices of Brooklyn Latin, Green School, and Lyons Community. It is also available on the DOE’s 

website at: http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.  

 

Summary of Comments Received 

 

Two joint public hearings regarding this proposal were held; the first was held on November 26, 2012 at 

K147 and the second was held on November 30, 2012 at K049.
5
 At the joint public hearings, participants 

had the opportunity to provide input on the proposal. 

 

Approximately 45 members of the public attended the hearing on November 26, 2012, and 8 people 

spoke. Present at the meeting were Principal Jason Griffiths of Brooklyn Latin; and Cari Winterich, 

member of the Brooklyn Latin School Leadership Team (“SLT”); Sara Kaufman from the Division of 

Portfolio Planning who served as the Chancellor’s designee; and Gabrielle Wyatt from the Division of 

Portfolio Planning. The District 14 Community Education Council (“CEC 14”) was invited to attend and 

confirmed that a representative would be in attendance; however, no representative attended the hearing. 

 

Approximately 70 members of the public attended the hearing on November 30, 2012, and 25 people 

spoke. Present at the meeting were: Tesa Wilson, President of CEC 14; Principal Griffiths of Brooklyn 

Latin; Principal Taeko Onishi of Lyons Community; Principal Cara Tait of the Green School; Maria 

Baptisa, representative from Councilmember Diana Reyna’s office; and Jody Madell, Jared Roebuck, and 

Jason Philbert, members of Lyons Community’s SLT; and Stephen Demers and Gabrielle Wyatt from the 

Division of Portfolio Planning. 

 

The following comments and remarks were made at the joint public hearing on November 26, 2012: 

1. Jason Griffiths, Principal of Brooklyn Latin, expressed support and enthusiasm for the re-siting of 

Brooklyn Latin to K049. He stated the change was positive for Brooklyn Latin because the new 

                                                           
3   According to the 2012-2013 Budget Register Projections. 
4   All references to building utilization rates in this document are based on target capacity data from the 2011-2012 Blue Book 

and enrollment data from the 2012-2013 budgeted enrollment projections.  This methodology is consistent with the manner in 

which the DOE conducts planning and calculates space allocations and funding for all schools.  In determining the space 

allocation for co-located schools, the Office of Space Planning will conduct a detailed site survey and space analysis of the 

building to assess the amount of space available in the building. 
5  These joint public hearings were also held to solicit public comments regarding the proposal to re-site YWLS. The Analysis of 

Public Comments related to that proposal is available at: http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-

2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/Dec2012Proposals.htm
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facilities and space would improve opportunities for students and enable Brooklyn Latin to 

become a more competitive specialized high school. 

2.  One commenter stated the following: 

a. He is concerned about safety at K049 before and after school. 

b. He has heard about gang activity in the building and is concerned that students attending 

Brooklyn Latin will stand out, and thus be targeted. 

c. No other specialized high school is co-located. Why is Brooklyn Latin co-located? 

d. He would like to review data related to gang activity and safety at K049.  

 

The following comments and remarks were made at the joint public hearing held on November 30, 

2012: 
 

3. Tesa Wilson, CEC 14 President, raised the following concerns about the proposal: 

a. There has been a lack of information given to parents and some parents feel the process 

was rushed. 

b. Parents are concerned about safety. 

c. Space issues at K049 must be addressed before the proposal is implemented. 

d. CEC 14 has supported Brooklyn Latin and its growth, but there are safety concerns. 

4. Jason Griffiths, Principal of Brooklyn Latin, stated his support for the proposal, as the move 

supports extracurricular programs and will help students gain admission into college. He is 

excited to work with the other schools in K049, Lyons Community and the Green School, 

because Brooklyn Latin is the only high school in K147. He hopes Brooklyn Latin will make a 

positive contribution to K049. 

5. Taeko Onishi, Principal of Lyons Community, stated Lyons Community opened in September 

2007 with both sixth and ninth grade students as a limited unscreened school committed to 

serving a wide range of students, with a specific commitment to students who have previously 

been unsuccessful in school. She stated the following: 

a. Until last week, she was committed to the proposal, but learned about the potential of 

Brooklyn Latin to expand its enrollment in future years. She is supportive of Brooklyn 

Latin’s expansion, but not if it will prevent Lyons Community from achieving its goals. 

The EIS only addresses the 2013-2014 school year and she expressed her worry about the 

future. 

b. Lyons Community has had much success thus far and that success is dependent on the 

space it has. Any reduction in space will be detrimental to students' education. 

c. The allocation distributed under the Citywide Instructional Footprint should be based 

upon individual schools’ needs and what they do to support their students' growth when 

determining space allocations. 

d. If Brooklyn Latin expanded Lyons Community could lose up to four classrooms under 

the Footprint. 

e. The DOE gives each school a peer index number and Lyons Community received the 

lowest of the schools in K049 and K147. Thus, the DOE gives Lyons Community 

additional funds to support its students because of their high needs, in addition to Title I 

funds. Both the additional funds and the space in the building allow the school to be 

successful. 

f. Specialized high schools also receive extra funding from the DOE because the students 

need extra resources to reach their potential. 
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g. Student performance at Lyons Community has improved over time because of how the 

school utilizes its space for individualized and group instruction.  

h. Lyons Community has the lowest student to teacher ratio in the city, allowing it to 

provide for its students. 

i. Lyons Community programs its space in many different ways, including extensive pull 

out programs, offering small classes, and offering experiential learning opportunities. The 

school tries to have as many teachers as possible teach all their classes in one room. 

j. Lyons cannot partner with additional community-based organizations because of lack of 

space 

k. This is an opportunity for the DOE to better support struggling learners by capping 

Brooklyn Latin at 600 students and guaranteeing Lyons Community and the Green 

School a certain amount of space in the building. 

l. Lyons Community is excited about working with the Brooklyn Latin community to 

strengthen and improve the education of all children. 

m. If the growth of Brooklyn Latin results in shrinking the current space allocation for either 

school, it will be seen as the result of the race and class differences between the student 

bodies of the schools. Those with power gain while those with less access to the power 

lose out. 

6. Cara Tait, Principal of Green School, stated her excitement about the proposal and the potential 

for collaboration, but noted that she is supportive as long as Green School does not lose space as 

a result of the proposal. 

7. Maria Baptista, representative from Councilmember Diana Reyna’s office, expressed support for 

the proposals. She further stated that:  

a. The DOE needs to address the concerns about space at K049.  

b. The Councilmember wants Brooklyn Latin to grow, but not at the disadvantage of 

another school. 

8. Several commenters stated concerns about space for Lyons Community in the building, noting 

that any loss of space would be detrimental to the education of special populations, such as 

English Language Learner (“ELL”) students, and the provision of small classes. 

9. Several commenters requested a guaranteed space allocation for Lyons Community in the future. 

10. Several commenters requested an enrollment cap on Brooklyn Latin. 

11. One commenter questioned whether the proposed re-siting and co-location of Brooklyn Latin was 

just. 

 

 Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE regarding the 

Proposal 

 

12. One commenter asked what parents can do to make the re-siting successful. 

13. One commenter asked how parents could affect the approval of the move. 

14. One commenter asked the following questions: 

a. What are the expected register projections for Brooklyn Latin beyond the 2013-2014 

school year? 

b. At what size will Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment mean that the Green School or Lyons 

Community will be allocated less space in the building? 

c. What factors determine the size to which Brooklyn Latin can grow? 

d. Does the DOE consider other factors, other than the Footprint, in determining if a 

building is under-utilized? For instance, does the DOE consider the number of students 
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with achievement "below" and "well below" standards, the school's capacity in terms of 

staff to provide small group support, special programs that require space, or the number 

of discrete classes offered? 

e. Is Brooklyn Latin willing to do joint sports and other extracurricular activities with the 

Green School and Lyons Community? 

f. What is the range of utilization percentages on campuses across the city? 

g. If improvements are made to K049 for Brooklyn Latin, will they also be made for other 

schools in the building? 

h. Why are all the other specialized high schools in stand alone buildings? 

i. Is the DOE willing to limit the expansion of Brooklyn Latin in order to allow for Lyons 

Community to continue meeting the needs of its students? 

15. One commenter stated and asked the following: 

a. The safety Brooklyn Latin students will be in jeopardy in K049 because it will be co-

located with two unscreened schools. As students of a specialized high school, Brooklyn 

Latin students will stand out.  

b. Will Brooklyn Latin have a separate and private entrance? 

c. Will there be additional School Safety Agents assigned to the building? 

d. Will there be staggered dismissals to alleviate after school incidents? 

e. What other measures are being proposed to separate the different schools? 

 

The DOE received a number of comments at the joint public hearing which do not directly relate to 

the proposal and, therefore, will not be addressed. Those comments are summarized below. 
16. One commenter asked: How does the DOE handle situations where families of different schools 

have widely varied educational backgrounds, economic leverage, and potential political clout? 

How do they avoid favoring populations that have better connections? 

17. One commenter stated the following: 

a. There is not enough administrative office space for current faculty members of Lyons 

Community. 

b. Currently there are scheduling problems at Lyons Community due to the lack of space in 

the building. Losing more space will make scheduling more difficult. 

18. One commenter stated the following: 

a. Moving Brooklyn Latin to K049 will create a new sense of high school community that is 

currently lacking at K147. 

b. K049 is not handicap accessible, which limits the interactions that differently abled 

parents can have with the schools in the building. This also means that differently abled 

children and staff are banned from the three schools on the campus.  

c. Brooklyn Latin is the only specialized high school in District 14; therefore, there should 

be plans to include the addition of an elevator at K049. 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

Comments 1, 4, 5 (l), and 18 are in support of the proposal and therefore do not require a response. 

 

Comments 2 (a, b, d), 3 (b, d), and 15 (a, c, e) relate to concerns about safety in K049 and the surrounding 

community. 
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Pursuant to Chancellor’s Regulation A-414, every school/campus is mandated to form a School Safety 

Committee, which is responsible for developing a comprehensive School Safety Plan that defines the 

normal operations of the site and what procedures are in place in the event of an emergency. The School 

Safety Plan is updated annually by the Committee to meet the changing security needs, changes in 

organization and building conditions and any other factors; these updates could also be made at any other 

time when it is necessary to address security concerns. The Committee will also address safety matters on 

an ongoing basis and make appropriate recommendations to the Principals when it identifies the need for 

additional security measures.  

 

If this proposal is approved, the Office of Safety and Youth Development (“OSYD”) will conduct an 

initial Safety Task Force meeting with the principals of the schools co-located in K049 and the various 

units of the NYPD, including personnel from the 90
th
 Precinct, and the Transit, Housing, and Gangs Units 

in order for the relevant parties to meet, to share arrival and dismissal schedules of the schools, and to 

discuss any safety concerns the principals may have. OSYD will also work with the local Precinct and 

recommend the establishment of a safe corridor for students during dismissals, if necessary.  

 

Additionally, the Borough Safety Director will assist the campus principals with any safety concerns, 

internally and externally, and will provide additional support when available.  

 

OSYD will regularly monitor the campus schools’ DOE incident data and the NYPD building crime data 

for spiking trends. When there is evidence of spikes in incidents and crime, OSYD will schedule a review 

of the data with representatives from all the co-located schools and follow up with a safety walk or a full 

comprehensive safety assessment to identify areas of concern and re-establish safety and security systems 

for the campus, as appropriate.  

 

Comment 15 (b) inquires about a separate entrance for Brooklyn Latin students. 

 

If this proposal is approved, decisions about entrances for the schools co-located in K049 will be decided 

by the Office of Space Planning in consultation with the Building Council. 

 

Comment 15 (d) inquires about staggering of arrival and dismissal times of the Green School, Lyons 

Community, and Brooklyn Latin to limit the number of after school incidents. 

 

If this proposal is approved, decisions about arrival and dismissal times and procedures will be decided by 

the principals of the co-located schools.  

 

Comments 5 (c, d) relate to the process by which space is allocated to schools.  

 

There are currently hundreds of schools in buildings across the city that are co-located. Some of these co-

locations are of multiple DOE schools sharing space while others are of DOE and public charter schools 

sharing space.  In all cases, the Citywide Instructional Footprint (the “Footprint”) is applied to both DOE 

and public charter schools to ensure equitable allocation of classroom, resource and administrative space.  

 

The DOE seeks to fully utilize all its building capacity to serve students.  In allocating space, the DOE 

does not distinguish between the performance or populations of schools when applying the Footprint. 

Similarly, the DOE does not distinguish between students attending public charter schools and students 

attending DOE schools.  
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The Footprint is the guide used to allocate space to all schools based on the number of class sections they 

program and the grade levels of the school.  The number of class sections at each school is determined by 

the principal based on enrollment, budget, and student needs; there is a standard guideline of target class 

size (i.e., number of students in a class section) for each grade level. At the middle school and high school 

levels, the Footprint assumes every classroom is programmed during every period of the school day 

except one lunch period. The full text of the Instructional Footprint is available at 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/78D715EA-EC50-4AD1-82D1-

1CAC544F5D30/0/DOEFOOTPRINTSConsolidatedVersion2011_FINAL.pdf.  

 

If Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment were to increase, Lyons Community and the Green School will continue 

to receive their respective baseline Footprint allocations of room. However, the proportion of excess 

space allocated to Lyons Community and the Green School may decrease if Brooklyn Latin’s baseline 

Footprint allocation increases as a result of an enrollment increase. The same would be true of the excess 

space allocated to Brooklyn Latin if either the baseline Footprint allocation of Lyons Community or the 

Green School were to increase. 

 

Comment 5 (e) refers to the peer index of Lyons Community, Green School, and Brooklyn Latin. 

 

The peer index is used to sort schools on the basis of incoming students’ academic and demographic 

backgrounds, for purposes of creating peer groups. For high schools, a lower peer index indicates a higher 

need population. For elementary and K-8 schools, a higher peer index indicates a higher need population. 

On the 2011-2012 Progress Report, Brooklyn Latin received a 3.63 peer index, Green School received a 

1.82 peer index, and  Lyons Community received a 1.68. 

 

With regard to the funding of schools with low peer indices, the DOE notes that in New York City, Fair 

Student Funding “follows the child” whether a student is enrolled in a public school with a high or low 

peer index.  That is, funding “follows” the students and is weighted based on students’ grade level and 

need (incoming proficiency level and special education/ELL/Title I status). The formula has been 

determined by the state legislature and is overseen by the New York State Education Department.  The 

DOE does not control this formula and the funding formula for Lyons Community is not affected the 

approval or rejection of this proposal.  All schools in New York City may choose to raise additional funds 

to purchase resources they feel would benefit their students 

With regard to the assertion that more space is needed for schools with low peer indices, the DOE does 

not distinguish between the performance or populations of schools when applying the Footprint. 

Comments 3(c) and 7(a) relate to space concerns in K049. Comment 9 requested the guarantee of space 

for Lyons Community. 

 

The amended EIS describes the allocation of full-size rooms that each school will be entitled to receive 

pursuant to the Footprint in the 2013-2014 school year.  

 

As stated in the amended EIS, and according to the Footprint described previously, Brooklyn Latin’s 

baseline Footprint allocation of full-size rooms in 2013-2014 will include 20 full-size rooms for 

instructional use. The Green School’s baseline Footprint allocation of full-size rooms in 2013-2014 will 

include16 full-size rooms for instructional use. Lyons Community’s baseline Footprint allocation of full-

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/78D715EA-EC50-4AD1-82D1-1CAC544F5D30/0/DOEFOOTPRINTSConsolidatedVersion2011_FINAL.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/78D715EA-EC50-4AD1-82D1-1CAC544F5D30/0/DOEFOOTPRINTSConsolidatedVersion2011_FINAL.pdf
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size rooms in 2013-2014 will include 21 full-size rooms for instructional use. The amended EIS 

demonstrates that there is sufficient space in the building to accommodate the proposed co-location. 

 

After all schools have received their baseline Footprint allocations of full-size rooms, there will be 11 

full-size rooms in excess. These excess rooms will be distributed equitably by the Office of Space 

Planning and decisions will be made in consultation with the Building Council. The assignment of 

specific rooms and locations for each school in the building, including those for use in serving students 

with special education needs, will be made in consultation with the Principals of each school and the 

Office of Space Planning, if the proposal is approved. 

 

As with all schools in the city, following the 2013-2014 school year, the space allocated to each 

individual school in K049 will continue to be determined by the Footprint, on the basis of the factors 

described above and in the amended EIS.  

 

Comments 5 (b, g, i, k), 6, 8, 9, 14 (b) expressed concern about Lyons Community and the Green School 

losing space in K049 and suggested that any decrease in space allocation will negatively impact the 

programming of each school. 

 

The DOE does not believe the amount of space that will be allocated to the Green School or Lyons 

Community if the proposal is approved will impact the quality of classes and special programs offered by 

either school. As stated in the amended EIS, this proposal is not anticipated to impact instructional 

programming or extracurricular activities at the Green School or Lyons Community School. With respect 

to the assertion that special populations, such as ELL students, will be negatively impacted by a decrease 

in current space allocations, the DOE notes that ELL students at the Green School and Lyons Community 

School will continue to receive mandated services. 

 

Furthermore, while the Footprint sets forth a baseline space allocation, school leaders are empowered to 

make decisions about how to utilize the space allocated to the school. Each principal, therefore, must 

make decisions about how and where students will be served within the space allocated to the school. The 

DOE, however, will provide support to the schools to ensure that the schools use the space efficiently in 

order to maximize capacity to support student needs and maintain appropriate delivery of special 

education and related services to students. Where appropriate, school leaders will have an opportunity to 

draw upon the expertise and guidance of the Office of Special Education, which is dedicated to promoting 

positive educational outcomes for students with disabilities. 

 

With respect to the assertion that the growth in enrollment of Brooklyn Latin would decrease the space 

allocations of Lyons Community and the Green School, both schools will continue to receive their 

respective baseline Footprint allocations of space. Excess space allocated to either school may decrease, 

but this decision will be based on enrollment and building configuration, and will be made by the Office 

of Space Planning in consultation with the schools’ principals.   

 

Comment 5 (j) asserts Lyons Community cannot partner with additional community-based organizations 

because of the lack of space in the building. 

 

As stated previously, principals make decisions about how, where, and when students will be served 

within the space allocated to the school. Principals are empowered to make decisions about how to utilize 
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the space allocated to the school. The proposal is not expected to impact the ability of any school in K049 

to identify and maintain partnerships. 

 

Comments 2 (c) and 14 (h) concern the current locations of other specialized high schools. 

 

Brooklyn Latin is the only specialized high school that is currently co-located and/or proposed for a co-

location with other school organizations. As stated above, the DOE seeks to fully utilize all its building 

capacity to serve students. For some buildings, this means co-locating schools in the building, and for 

others it means housing only one school organization in the building. There are currently hundreds of 

schools in buildings across the City that are co-located.   In determining which schools will be co-located 

in which buildings, the DOE does not distinguish between students attending public charter schools, 

students attending specialized high schools, and students attending DOE schools. 

 

Comments 5 (a), 7 (b), and 14 (a and c) relate to Brooklyn Latin’s future enrollment. 

  

As with any school, the growth of Brooklyn Latin is dependent upon demand, performance, and available 

space. As stated in the amended EIS, Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment in 2013-2014 will be in the range of 

505-545. In the future, there is sufficient space for Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment to increase if demand 

sufficiently increases and if enrollment at both Lyons Community and the Green School remain stable.  

 

Comments 5 (k), 10, and 14 (i) request a cap on Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment. 

 

The DOE will not be capping Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment at this time. As stated previously, the DOE 

believes that K049 could accommodate an enrollment increase at Brooklyn Latin, if demand sufficiently 

increases, if enrollment at both Lyons Community and the Green School remains stable, and if there is 

adequate space.  

 

However, while the DOE will be developing a long-term enrollment plan for Brooklyn Latin, any plan 

will be contingent upon demand, performance, and available space. The DOE does not currently project 

that Brooklyn Latin’s enrollment will increase beyond the levels projected in the amended EIS. The DOE 

will closely monitor any changes in Brooklyn Latin’s demand as a result of the re-siting. Enrollment for 

each school will be carefully evaluated annually to ensure that appropriate seat targets are established on 

an annual basis. 

 

Comment 12 inquired about the role of parents in ensuring a successful re-siting of Brooklyn Latin. 

 

The DOE expects and anticipates that the school communities of Brooklyn Latin, Green School, and 

Lyons Community will work collaboratively throughout the re-siting and co-location of Brooklyn Latin.  

Through the Parent/Parent-Teacher Association (PA-PTA) and the SLT, parents can work with school 

administrators to enhance their involvement in planning for the re-siting and eventual co-location.  These 

bodies can also assist in the outreach the larger parent communities of their respective schools with 

regular updates regarding the re-siting and co-location. 

Paramount to any successful collaboration is the development of patience, understanding, and respect for 

all parties involved.  The DOE is confident that Brooklyn Latin, Green School, and Lyons Community’s 

principals will be able to create a collaborative and mutually respectful environment for all students, 

parents, staff, and faculty members in K049. 
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Comment 13 inquired about the role of parents and the community in the approval of the proposal.  

 

The DOE appreciates all feedback from the community, including parents, regarding a proposal. When 

the EIS was issued, it was made available to the staff, faculty, and parents at Brooklyn Latin, Green 

School, and Lyons Community, on the DOE’s Web site, and in each school’s respective main office. In 

addition, the DOE dedicates a proposal-specific website and voicemail to collect feedback on this 

proposal. Furthermore, each school’s staff, faculty, and parent communities were invited to the Joint 

Public Hearings to solicit further feedback.  Finally, each school’s staff, faculty, and parent communities 

can make comments at the December 20, 2012 PEP meeting before the PEP votes on the proposal. 

 

Comment 3 (a)  states there has been a lack of communication to parents about the proposal. 

 

When the EIS was originally issued, it was made available to all members of the public, including the 

staff, faculty, and parents at Brooklyn Latin, Lyons Community, and the Green School, both on the 

DOE’s Web site and in each school’s respective main offices. The same is true of the amended EIS. In 

addition, all parents and guardians of students currently attending Brooklyn Latin, Lyons Community, 

and the Green School received letters detailing the proposed re-siting and co-location and how current 

students would be impacted.  

 

In addition, the DOE dedicated a proposal-specific Web site and voicemail to collect feedback on this 

proposal. Furthermore, all schools’ staff, faculty and parent communities were invited to the Joint Public 

Hearings to solicit further feedback. 

 

Comment 5 (f) asserts specialized high schools receive additional funding from the DOE.  

 

Specialized high schools do not receive additional funding from the DOE. As stated previously, in New 

York City, schools are funded through a per pupil allocation.  That is, funding “follows” the students and 

is weighted based on students’ grade level and need (incoming proficiency level and special 

education/ELL/Title I status). The DOE does not control this funding formula, which has been determined 

by the state legislature and is overseen by the New York State Department of Education. Furthermore, all 

schools in New York City may choose to raise additional funds to purchase resources they feel would 

benefit their students.  

 

Comment 5 (h) suggests the low student to teacher ratio at Lyons Community supports current 

instructional programming. 

 

As stated in the amended EIS, the proposed re-siting and co-location of Brooklyn Latin in K049 is not 

expected to change the number of personnel positions assigned to Brooklyn Latin, the Green School, 

Lyons Community, nor is it expected to significantly alter the duties of current staff at K049. Therefore, 

this proposal should not impact the student to teacher ratio at Lyons Community. 

 

Comment 14 (e) inquires about the potential for collaboration between the co-located schools, for 

example, the sharing of a sports team. 

 

The DOE expects and anticipates that the school communities of Brooklyn Latin, Green School, and 

Lyons Community will work collaboratively to provide extracurricular programs. As noted in the 

amended EIS, the DOE anticipates that extracurricular programs will continue to be provided based on 
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student interests, available resources, and staff support for those programs. It is in the discretion of the 

principals to determine whether or not shared sports teams will be offered. 

 

Comments 14 (d and f) relate to the utilization of buildings across New York City. 

 

The utilization rates across school buildings in New York City vary by borough and by district. As noted 

in the amended EIS, after Brooklyn Latin is re-sited, K049 is projected to serve a total of 1,385-1,535 

students in the 2013-2014 school year, yielding a utilization rate of approximately 80%-89%.  

 

As described in more detail in the 2011-2012 Enrollment Capacity Utilization Report (the “Blue Book”), 

which is available at 

http://www.nycsca.org/Community/CapitalPlanManagementReportsData/Enrollment/2011-

2012_Classic.pdf, a building’s target utilization rate is calculated by dividing the aggregated enrollment 

of all the school organizations in the building by the aggregated “target capacities” of those organizations. 

Each school organization’s “target capacity” is calculated based upon the scheduled use of individual 

rooms as reported by principals during an annual facilities survey, the DOE’s standards for goal 

classroom capacities (which are lower than the United Federation of Teachers contractual class sizes and 

differ depending on grade level), and the efficiency with which classrooms are programmed (i.e., the 

frequency with which classes are scheduled in a given classroom). 

With respect to how the DOE determines whether a building is underutilized, the underutilized list is 

divided into two groups, Group 1: buildings that are underutilized by at least 300 seats and Group 2: 

buildings that are underutilized by at least 150 seats and no more than 299 seats. To be included on the 

Group 1 list, there must be a minimum of 300 seats currently available per the Blue Book or a minimum 

of 300 seats projected to be available over the next 2-3 years (e.g., a current school in the building is 

phasing out). The same criteria are used for the 150-299 seat range for inclusion on the Group 2 list. The 

DOE does not take factors such as school performance or the specific way space in the building is 

programmed into account when determining whether a building is underutilize. 

Comment 14 (g) inquires about possible improvements to the campus as a result of the re-siting. 

 

Any improvements made to the K049 campus as a result of this proposal would benefit all school 

organizations on the campus. At this time, there is no specific capital work planned for building K049.  

 

Comments 18 (b, c) relate to the Site Accessibility of buildings K049 and K147. 

 

There are three Site Accessibility designations used for the DOE: functionally accessible, partially 

accessible, and not accessible. Functionally accessible means that a student who uses a wheelchair can, 

without difficulty, enter the building and access relevant programs and services. Partially accessible 

means that the school is functionally accessible beyond the first floor but not for all relevant spaces and 

services in the school. Not accessible means that the school does not fall into either of the previously 

noted accessibility descriptions.  

 

Neither K147 or K049 are accessible buildings. However, it is the policy of the DOE to make its schools 

and programs accessible to students with disabilities. All students with disabilities, including students 

with limited mobility, visual or hearing impairments, should apply to programs of their choice, whether or 

not these programs are currently located in an accessible site. Federal law requires that all programs, 

when reviewed in their entirety, are accessible. The word “program” in this policy statement means a 

http://www.nycsca.org/Community/CapitalPlanManagementReportsData/Enrollment/2011-2012_Classic.pdf
http://www.nycsca.org/Community/CapitalPlanManagementReportsData/Enrollment/2011-2012_Classic.pdf
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program, activity or service. This policy statement is a general summary of applicable law and does not 

create any additional legal rights or obligation. For specific detail, see Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

 

For additional information about Site Accessibility in New York City public schools, please refer to the 

document List of Accessible Schools found at: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/tellmemore/importantdocuments. 

 

With regard to the request for the addition of an elevator at K049, any plans for an addition are subject to 

available funding for capital improvement. At this time, building an elevator in building K049 would 

require a significant capital investment and the 2010 -2014 Capital Plan process allocated funds based on 

priority needs within the city. In this time of severe budgetary constraints, it was necessary to address the 

most critical needs in our public schools first and foremost. 

 

Comments 5 (m) and 11 voice general opposition to the proposal.  

 

Although the DOE recognizes that people in the community may have strong feelings against this 

proposal, the DOE believes that, if this proposal is approved, the school communities at Brooklyn Latin, 

Green School, and Lyons Community will not be negatively impacted. In addition, the proposed re-siting 

of Brooklyn Latin will provide the school with a new permanent location while keeping it within a mile 

of its current location. Brooklyn Latin is a high-performing school. The school received an overall 

Progress Report score of a “B” in 2009-2010 and 2010-2011, the two years for which it has received a 

Progress Report. Brooklyn Latin also received a Quality Review of Well-Developed, which is the highest 

score available. The school maintains a four year graduation rate of 91%, placing it in the top quarter of 

schools citywide. Moreover, the school maintains a graduation rate of 100% for its population of black 

and Hispanic males, placing the school in the top 95th percentile for this population citywide.  

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes have been made to this proposal. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/tellmemore/importantdocuments

