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What you’ll learn…
The purpose of this introductory activity is to familiarize you with the research on 
the value of family and community engagement. This information will be helpful 
for you when describing the reason for family and community engagement pro-
gramming and initiatives to school leaders, school staff, parents, and community 
members.

What you’ll need…
1. Linking Family and Community Engagement to Learning PowerPoint  
2. Moving to Action worksheet.

What you’ll do…
1. Read the brief introduction on the following page.
2. Complete the Moving to Action Worksheet.
3. Share what you learned with someone else.



How does family and community engagement  
help students learn?
The evidence is clear: there is a positive and convincing relationship between 
family engagement and benefits for children, including improved academic 
achievement. This relationship holds across all families regardless of their  
socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, or levels of educational attainment.  
Family engagement is also shown to be important from “cradle to career.” 
In other words, for children at all ages. 

When parents and school staff work together to support learning, students:

 (1)  Earn higher grades and test scores;
 (2)  Enroll in higher-level programs;
 (3)  Are promoted more and earn more credits;
 (4)  Adapt better to school and attend more regularly;
 (5)  Have better social skills and behavior; and
 (6)  Graduate and go on to higher education.

We are also learning that family and community engagement have a positive 
impact on school improvement and reform. There is now solid research  
demonstrating the benefits of community involvement for schools, families  
and students, including improved achievement and behavior. The impact of 
good school-community partnerships includes:

 (1)  Upgraded school facilities;
 (2)  Improved school leadership and staffing;
 (3)  Higher-quality learning programs for students;
 (4)  New resources and programs to improve teaching and curriculum;
 (5)  Resources for after-school programs and family supports; and
 (6)  Increased community awareness.

Why is it difficult to  
cultivate and sustain effec-
tive family-school partner-
ships that support student 
achievement and school 
improvement? It is because 
the various stakeholders 
(parents, school leaders, 
and school staff) have not 
had the opportunity to 
develop the knowledge and 
skills needed to engage in 
effective partnerships.  
Effective parent and community engagement requires a paradigm shift from 
seeing parents as a part of the problem to seeing them as partners.
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Moving to Action: Linking Family & 
Community Engagement to Learning

1. What are the 2 most important messages you took away from the introduction and  
 PowerPoint slides?
 
 Message 1

 Message 2

2. With whom could you share this information at school?

3. When and how will you share what you learned?

4. What other questions do you have about what you have learned? 

5. How will you find answers to your questions?
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