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March 5, 2013
Office of English Language Learners’ Student Writing Contest
The Office of English Language Learners is holding a contest for current and former ELLs as well as any student enrolled in a dual language program. We are asking students to think about what learning a second language means to them. Contestants may write in English or another language. The contest is open to students in kindergarten through grade 12, and entries will be assessed in four groups: K–1st grade, 2nd–5th grades, 6th–8th grades, and 9th–12th grades. One winner from each group will be selected. Winning students will be awarded a Kindle, as will their teachers.
Contest Rules:

1. Students can work on their entries at school or at home:  the use of a dictionary is permitted.

2. All entries should be submitted on 8.5 x 11 standard white or lined paper.

3. All entries must be clearly labeled with: student name, ID number, grade level, ELL status (current or former, if applicable), as well as teacher’s name, principal’s name, and the school’s DBN. Entries missing or with illegible information will be disqualified.
4. Schools should use the provided rubrics to assess student work. Each school should select and submit one winner per group.

5. All entries should be delivered to the Office of English Language Learners, “Student Writing Contest,” 52 Chambers Street, Room 209, New York, NY 10007, or emailed to oellcontest@schools.nyc.gov, no later than Tuesday, April 2, 2013.
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Office of English Language Learners’ Student Writing Contest

Entry form

Student’s name:_______________________________________________________________

Student’s ID number:___________________________________________________________

Student’s grade level:___________________________________________________________

Student’s ELL status:

current


former



n/a

Teacher’s name:________________________________________________________________

Principal’s name:________________________________________________________________

School’s DBN:__________________________________________________________________

Kindergarten–1st Grade
K–1st grade students entering the contest need to answer only one of the two prompts below. We ask that students’ responses be a minimum of 100 words and a maximum of 250. In addition to their written response, K–1st grade students should also submit an illustration that relates to their response.  Illustrations should be submitted on 8.5 x 11 paper.
1. Words are very important to people: you are lucky to know words in two languages. What are five words that you would teach someone who wants to learn the language you speak at home? What about five words that you would teach someone who wants to study the new language that you are learning?  Why are these words so meaningful?  Provide details to support your answers.

2. When you walk around your neighborhood, what languages do you hear or see? Can you give examples?  How does understanding more than one language help you to know your neighborhood better? 
2nd–5th Grade 
2nd–5th grade students entering the contest need to answer only one of the two prompts below. We ask that students’ responses be a minimum of 300 words and a maximum of 500.
1. If you came to New York City from another country or know someone who did, you are aware that schools in New York can be very different from schools in other places. Interview an adult who attended elementary school in another country. Ask him or her questions about what it was like. What do you think of the similarities and differences between his/her experiences and yours?

2. The book called Speak English for Us, Marisol! is about a young girl who feels frustrated that her family members are always asking her to speak English for them.
 In the middle of the book, Marisol becomes so frustrated that she decides to stop speaking English completely. Do you agree with Marisol’s decision? Why or why not? 
   

6th–8th Grade

6th–8th grade students entering the contest only need to respond to one of the four prompts below. We ask that students’ responses be a minimum of 350 words and a maximum of 500. Responses may be typed.
1. Many are of the opinion that a person has mastered a language when he or she begins dreaming in that language. When was the first time you dreamed in your new language? Was this monumental for you? If it was, please describe why. If you have never dreamed in this language, please describe the first time you remember thinking to yourself, “I’m really starting to understand my new language.”

2. If you attended school outside of the United States prior to enrolling in a New York City public school, think back to your first few months of school here in New York. What were your initial concerns or fears? How do you think they were different from the fears held by your classmates who spoke only English? What advice would you give to students who are now moving here from another country and who will be attending school in the United States for the first time?  
3. Many believe that public schools across America should offer bilingual education (that is, learning that is done simultaneously in two languages) to all students, regardless of whether a language other than English is spoken at home. Do you agree with this belief? Is it feasible? Why or why not?
4. A New York Times journalist, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee, recently wrote an article in which he argued: “Children who are growing up today learning two languages or more are definitely going to have an advantage in the work place or wherever they live.”
 Think about the career that you want to have. Do you agree with Bhattacharjee’s statement? Why or why not?
9th–12th Grade

9th–12th grade students entering the contest only need to respond to one of the three prompts below. We ask that students’ responses be a minimum of 350 words and a maximum of 500. Responses should be typed.
1.  A New York Times journalist, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee, recently wrote an article championing the cognitive abilities of bilingual and trilingual speakers. He noted that “[i]n the last 15 years there has been a lot of research that clearly shows a bilingual or trilingual advantage. … Bilinguals appear to process a lot of information a lot quicker than monolinguals do, most importantly, bilinguals appear to have a superior ability to control attention and to switch attention between tasks.”

Can you think of a time when your being bilingual or trilingual helped you in one of your academic pursuits? What class were you in? Please share some of the work you completed for that class or assignment, and illustrate how your language abilities contributed to your being able to accomplish the work at hand.  

2. Many believe that public schools across America should offer bilingual education (that is, learning that is done simultaneously in two languages) to all students, regardless of whether a language other than English is spoken at home. Do you agree with this belief? Is it feasible? Why or why not?

3. If you haven’t done it already, you will soon begin applying to colleges and/or looking for a job. How do you feel being bilingual helps you in applying to colleges or looking for a job? How do you think being bilingual will help you to be successful after you graduate? 
� The book is written by Karen English and illustrated by Enrique Sanchez. It was published by Albert Whitman & Company in 2000.


� Yudhijit Bhattacharjee’s New York Times article, “Why Bilinguals Are Smarter,” published on March 17, 2012.


� Same as above.
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