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Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians,
Let me start off by introducing myself.  I am Ms. Krause and this is my fifth year teaching middle school mathematics at Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy.  I am also going into my second year as the varsity girls soccer coach, after two years as the varsity girls volleyball coach.  
In the eighth grade honors the syllabus includes:
September and October – Reviewing and expanding upon knowledge of variables, functions, and pattern, as well as rational numbers.
November and December – Solving equations and inequalities, using knowledge from last year and building upon it.  From this we will move into graphs and functions, which will include linear equations and their graphs.
January to March –Further knowledge will be gained in solving systems of equations and inequalities.  Students will also learn more about exponents and exponential functions along with polynomials and factoring.  

March to April – Quadratic functions and functions will be studied at a higher level than last year and students will also be introduced to radical expressions  in relation to equations.
May to June –   Rational expressions and functions will be the last topic studied in the year and then students will review for the NYS Integrated Algebra regents examination.
The grading policy for the 2010 – 2011 school year will be: 
60% Tests and Quizzes (Tests will be given approximately every 2 weeks on Thursdays, quizzes will be given throughout the week on days there are double periods)

20% Classwork (This includes notebook checks that will happen every two weeks, as well as preparedness and participation and completion of classroom work)

20% Homework (This includes projects along with the regular homework that will be assigned on a daily basis)
*You will be able to check your grades daily using the website https://snapgrades.net/login/?20409 
The materials needed for the 2010 – 2011 school year are: 

· You must have a pencil EVERDAY! On this note I also suggest you have a 

pencil sharpener and eraser.  

· You also must have a graph paper notebook to write in, I suggest the marble 

ones as they do not fall apart.
· You need a folder to keep handouts and returned papers in, if these papers are 

put in the notebook, often they get lost.  

· I have rulers and protractors that may be borrowed, but they are made of 

cardboard.  If you prefer plastic, or would like to have them to use at home as 

well you may consider purchasing these.  

· I also have a class set of calculators, but once again if you would like to have 

your own the one we will being using in class is the TI – 34II.

Homework will be assigned everyday in order to reinforce what was learned in class that day.  It will normally be about twenty minutes worth of questions from the textbook.  Homework must be done in pencil.  Homework will be numbered and it is important that, in order to get credit, that homework has this number on it when it is handed in.  Homework is also numbered so that if you do not write it down that day you may either check in my planner or online at http://twitter.com/krauselovesmath 
If you are struggling with homework you can call Dial - A - Teacher at 1 - 212 - 777 - 3380. It’s open Monday through Thursday from 4 PM to 7 PM.  You may also try the following links for help:


http://www.phschool.com/


http://coolmath.com/


http://www.aaamath.com/
http://hotmath.com
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at my school email jkrause2@schools.nyc.gov.  If questions are regarding grades you may login to https://snapgrades.net/login/?20409  (if you need this login id please feel free to ask at the above email).  If questions are regarding homework/projects please visit the http://twitter.com/krauselovesmath .  You may also call the school at (718) 796 – 8516 and leave a message for me.  
Please sign and cut off the bottom so it may be returned indicating that you have read this.  
 Sincerely,
Julienne Krause
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