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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Integrated Algebra!  My name is Ms. Stalzer, and we will be your child's teachers for Mathematics this year.  Each of us has been teaching at RKA for the last few years, and we are looking forward to working with your child in class this year.

Your child is enrolled in the Integrated Algebra course.  This is a one-year regents-level course, ending with the regents exam in Algebra in June 2011.  As part of this class we will be covering the following topics this year:

· kinds of numbers
· creating math models
· equations and inequalities
· variables
· graphs
· data analysis and patterns 
Algebra is not just about learning equations and procedures.  It is also about problem solving and critical thinking.  We will be exploring much more than just variables in math this year.

It is very important that your child attends class regularly and is on time.  Students who are not in class are responsible to make up the work they missed, and this can be difficult if they are not present for lessons and activities.

Students are expected to come to class prepared to do well.  Part of being prepared is to have materials like pens, pencils, looseleaf, and a notebook ready for use every day.  But being prepared also means coming to school well-rested and with homework completed.  Homework will be given an average of four times each week, and is due complete at the beginning of the next class.  Students who do not do the homework on time are missing a valuable part of the learning experience. 

Your child's grade in Geometry will be based on three areas:


70%
tests and quizzes
(including a final exam in January and a final exam in June)


15%
homework
(collected daily)


15%
classwork
(including the periodic collection and grading of notebooks)

You and your child can follow our progress throughout the course by checking Ms. Stalzer’s web site at www.thinkingofmath.com.  The site gives the lesson aim and homework assignments for each day of class.  This is especially helpful in the event that your child misses school and needs to determine what work was done during an absence.  Work is posted to the web site after class, so it reflects what was actually covered that day.  The site will also have copies of the rules and procedures for the class as they are handed out over the next few days.  There is no account name, login, or password required to use the site.
Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.  We can be reached via email at EStalzer@schools.nyc.gov and MSmith32@schools.nyc.gov.  You can also leave a message for us by phone in the main office here at RKA by calling 718-796-8516.
Please complete the enclosed parent / guardian contact form and return it to school with your child.  Thank you.

Ms. Stalzer  
