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Goal #1 (continued): Students will meet or exceed all New York State and New York City
standards (a score of 3 or 4) and assessments.

Narrative
Analysis

Grade to Grade Comparison of ELA Scores: 2005-06 to 2006-07

4.1.2 Grade to Grade Comparison of ELA Scores: 2005-06 to 2006-07

How did OCS do overall?
2007 Performance Level Percentages for the Whole School

Level 3
6%

Llevel 1
29%

OCS NYSTP ELA LEVELS 200"

Level 2
65%

OCS made large gains in Language Arts, including. ..

® 2 14% drop in students performing at Level 1.

® a17% rise in students performing at Level 2.

® gains at all grade levels.

Some areas of concern include. ..

® loss at Level 3 performance in Grade 6 (apr. 3 students) due to variation in 6™ grade cohorts year to year.

® the pace of progress of all students at Level 1 and Level 2 towards meeting State Standards.




The following graph shows the school’

s strong overall progress lowering the percentage of Level 1 performance and raising the

percentage of Level 2.
NYSTP ELA Performance Levels:
All Grades Comparisons, 2005/06 to 2006/07
S ' 2006 All Grades (158 |
i students) 5
/ ' 2007 All Grades (157
£0% - i students)
el
o 24
Percentage
of
Students a7
s L
10% 5
. !

- Level 1 Level 2 B Level 3
2006 All Grades (158 students) A % 4o 9%
2007 All Grades (157 students) 9% B &% 0 &%
© (-14%) © =17 @ (-3%)
Grade 6 demonstrates the largest gains and beneficial losses.
NYSTP ELA Perfor Level

' 06 Grade Comparison, 2005/06 to 2006/07

80% -

70% -

© 2006 Grade 06 (54)
2007 Grade 06 {51}

20% |

o
o

—_—

0% -

:‘;m;sc 06?54} — G

40% T vw

2007 Grade 06 (51) | 14%

B2% N A 4%

© (+42) ® (-13%)




Grade 7 also shows desirable gains and losses.

Percentage of
on Level

0%

NYSTP ELA Performance Levels:
07 Grade Comparisen, 2005706 to

72006 Grade 07 (52)
712007 Grade 07 {55)

2006 Grade 07 (52) 2% 52% ) . 6%
12007 Grade 07 (55) | L S S S S N -
© (-T%) O+ (SRS

Grade 8 displays desirable gains and losses.

10% |7

NYSTP ELA Performance Levels:
08 Grade Comparison, 2005/06 to 2006/07

' 2006 Grade 08 (52)
1 2007 Grade 68 (51) S

t
i
¢
{

® (-3%)

© (+3%)

In a grade to grade comparison, OCS made large gains in 2007 in both Math and Language Arts.




® OCS showed an especially large drop in the number of students performing at Level 1 and an especially large gain in the
number of students partially meeting State Standards at Level 2.

® In the upcoming school year we expect to see gains extend from Level 2 to Level 3, as larger numbers of students meet
State Standards.

4.1.3 Value-added Analysis of ELA Scores 2005-06 to 2006-07

While the grade to grade. school-based analysis above has been the most common method of evaluation used by New York
City. the goal has been to develop a method of value-added analvsis. which allows the tracking of individual student
performance over time. In 2006-07_ for the first time. OCS is able to compare individual student scores on the same instruments
(the NY State ELA and Math Tests) across two consecutive vears. At this early stage of analysis we have little sense of how
much variance to expect in student scores over time. whether it is reasonable to expect relatively stable scale scores from vear to
vear. gradually increasing scores. or even perhaps wildly fluctuating scores due to the snapshot nature of standardized testing,
At present. the value-added analysis appears most useful in allowing OCS to target those students with the largest losses and to
uncover reasons for their low performance,

In an effort to recognize student achievement more equitably and accurately-. the charts below indicate gains both in
Performance Levels and scale scores. Though Performance Levels are cited much more frequentl\ a change in Performance
Level often communicates very little about student i improy -ement. The scale score of one OCS 7* grader decreased by just a
point and he saw his Performance Level decrease from a 3 to a 2. Alternatively. that same point could have raised another
student s Performance Level from a 3 to a 2. Another student at OCS raised his scale score by over a hundred points. vet
remained at Level 1. A third student dropped thirty-three points vet remained within Level 2. OCS is committed to continuing
to raise scores for all three of these students. but the student with the thirtv-three point drop. even though he did not drop a level.
requires more immediate attention. observation. and intervention.

Students in the 5™ to 6™ grade cohort have not been included in this value-added analysis since they have not producecl
comparison data for progress. at OCS-and because the 3 grade ELA/Math test. as a gateway test for promotion. is difficult to
compare to the 6. 7", and 8" grade ELA/Math tests. As of this writing. OCS has been unable to locate a companson group
with which to compare the improvement of individual students from vear to vear: the value-added or growth analvsis below is
therefore provided without context.

NY State ELA Performance Level Gain
(2003/06 to 2006/07)

% of continuously enrolled students who increased by one
Performance Level

6™ to 7" Grade Cohort 24% (N=11)

7" to 8" Grade Cohort 26% (N=11)

As indicated in the chart above. a full quarter of the students in each OCS cohort moved up one Performance Level. An
additional eleven students in both grades were within fifteen points of moving from Level I to Level 1. Another six students
were less than ten points away from moving to Level 3. While the lack of a comparison groups makes it difficult to fully
understand the significance of these results. they appear promising.

An even more positive outcome appears when ELA scale scores are examined.

NY State ELA Scale Score Gain
(2003/06 to 2006/07)
% of students whose scores % of students whose scores
improved by 10 or more points | improved by 30 or more points
6" to 7" Grade Cohort 46% (N=21) 22% (N=10)
7" to 8™ Grade Cohort 49% (N=21) 33% (N=13)

As the chart above demonstrates. almost half of OCS students achieved a more than 10 point increase in their ELA scale score
and a quarter to a third increased their scale score by more than 30 points. While it is too soon to declare success for the ELA
intervention curriculum. Language!. that OCS adopted in October 2006. these early results are encouraging.



With the introduction of consistent State measures for ELA and Math. OCS is now able to implement the incremental goals for
progress included in the school’s charter. Incremental progress was defined in terms of the Performance Levels of students in
their first vear at OCS and their subsequent progress towards meeting state standards. Taking into account the unique population
of OCS. the incremental goals were structured with the expectation that students would achieve subsequent performance levels
at different times. some after 1 vear. some after 2. and some after 3 vears. OCS is now able to measure the progress of both the
6" to 7" grade cohort and the 7" to 8" grade cohort in relation to incremental progress goals The chart below outlines the
various stages of progress for each grade and the degree to which those goals were met. not met. or were exceeded for the set of
continuously enrolled students.

Incremental Progress Analvsis

2006-07
Year 1 Year 2 Goal Year 2 Actual Goal Met? Note
Performance Performance

6" to 7" Grade Cohort (N=48)

Level I: 3% move to Level 2in | 43% moved to Level 2 | Goal exceeded by 38%

21 Students 1 vear (N=1) mn | vear (N=9)

Level 2: 13% move to Level 3 5% moved to Level 3 Goal not met 3 students missed

20 Students mn | vear (N=3) m | vear (N=1) Level 3 by 3 points.
Including these 3
students. OCS
exceeded the goal by
5%

Level 3: 20% move to Level 4 0% moved to Level 4 Goal not met All students scored

7 Students in | vear m | vear extremely low in the

Level 3 range. The
small number of
students does not allow
for incremental goals

7" to 8™ Grade Cohort (N=43)

Level I: 5% move to Level 2 in | 40% moved to Level 2 | Goal exceeded by 33%

20 Students 1 vear in | vear (N=8)

Level 2: [0% move to Level 3 9% moved to Level 2 Goal met

22 Students m 1 vear (N=2) in | vear (N=2)

Level 3: 15% move to Level 4 0% moved to Level 4 Not applicable We are unable measure
1 Student m | vear in | vear mcremental progress

with only | student

The above chart makes clear that OCS has far exceeded some expectations while not quite meeting others. Interestingly-. the
assumption of the incremental progress goals was that moving Level 1 students to Level 2 would be more difficult than moving
higher performing Level 2 and 3 students up the subsequent Level. This appears not to be the case: OCS has been hugely
successful at moving up Level | students. but has shown less progress with students at Performance Levels 2 and 3. Analyvsis of
Level 2 and 3 students indicates that many of those who did not progress were grouped together in a larger class with a less
experienced teacher who struggled with the curriculum. In the future the grouping of Level 2 and Level 3 students in smaller
classes with strong management will be a priority.



New York State Math Test

Grade to Grade Comparison of Math Scores: 2005-06 to 2006-07

Heow did OCS do overall?
2007 Performance Level Pereentages for the Whole Schoel

Level 3
16%

Level 1
42%

42%

In grade to grade comparison, OCS made large gains in Math, including...
® an 18% drop in students performing at Level 1.
® an 11% rise in students meeting State Standards at Level 3.
® oains at all grade levels.

Some areas of concern were. ..
®  minimal gains in Grade 7.
® the pace of progress of all students at Level 1 and Level 2 towards meeting State Standards.

NYSTP Math Performance Levels:
All Grades Comparison, 2005/06 to

60% - 2006 All Grades (157 students)

12007 All Grades (158 students) ————
50% -

40% :

Percentage i
of 30%

Students

20%

7
10%

0% — '
Level 1 Level 2 o Level 3
2006 All Grades (157 students) 60% 35% b 5%
' 2007 All Grades (158 students) 42% . 42% 16% -
© (-18%) @ =7 © (+11%)

The above graph and the three below demonsirate that as a school OCS is progressing towards meeting state standards, with
more recent cohorts performing more strongly than the previous year’s cohort. 6 and 8 grades in particular demonstrate much




lower percentages of Level 1°s and much higher percentages of Level 2’s. 7™ grade demonstrates little movement, making it the
particular focus of future analysis and attention.

NYSTP Math Performance Levels:
06 Grade Comparison, 2005/06 to 2006/07

60% 1 i ;
/ 2006 Grade 06 (54) |
50% - 7 2007 Grade 06 (52)
Percentage of
Students
on Level

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

| 2006 Grade 06 (54) 52% 39% 9%

1 2007 Grade 06 (52) 31% C31% ~ 38%
© (-21%) © (-8%) © (+29%)

NYSTP Math Performance Levels:
07 Grade Comparison, 2005/06 to 2006/07
S - * 2006 Grade 07 (51) w__;
712007 Grade 07 (54) |
45%-
Percentage i
of |
Students
0% tevel 1 f..eveiz_ ilevel 3 B
2006 Grade 07 (51) 50% . 44% 6%
' 2007 Grade 07 (54) 48% 44% 7%

@ (2%) © (0%) ® (+1%)




NYSTP Math Performance Levels:
08 Grade Comparison, 2005706 to 2006/07

80%

A = 2006 Grade 08 (52) -
— : - : 2007 Grade 08 (52) |
et
60% 1" £
Vo]
U
50% - SO TP ST
Percentage of -
Students  40%- : =N
on Level ' /,/
30% | GHRC
/’/‘;
20% " ¢ o
10% -}~
00/0 SN &2 AA s A S A e
Level 1 _ .
| 2006 Grade 08 (52) | 77% & 1
B2007 Grade08(52) | . . 48% . l.._....5% | 2% ]
© (-29%) © (F27%) @ (+2%)

From the data above, 7" grade announces itself clearly as the area of most need with almost no movement of percentages. In
retrospect the fact that all three 7 grade homeroom teachers were new to the school may have been a factor. Staffing decisions,
curriculum and staff development will focus attention on 7% grade in the coming year,

For a more complete picture of actual progress of continuously enrolled students we turn to the Value-added analysis.
4.2.3 Value-added Analysis of Math Scores 2005-06 to 2006-07

As with the ELA Value-added analysis above, OCS is attempting to deepen its longitudinal measurement and to recognize
student achievement more equitably and accurately, the charts below indicate gains both in Performance Levels and scale

scores.

As with the ELA analysis, students in the 5% to 6™ grade cohort have not been included in this value-added analysis since we are
unable to compare two years of progress at OCS.

NY State Math Performance Level Gain
(2005/06 to 2006/07)

% of continuously enroled students who increased by one
Performance Level

6" to 7" Grade Cohort 16% (N=7)

7" to 8" Grade Cohort 5% (N=2)

NY State Math Scale Score Gain

(2005/06 to 2006/07)
% of students whose scores % of students whose scores
improved by 10 or more points | improved by 30 or more points
6" to 7 Grade Cohort 29% (N=13) 9% (N=4)
7" to 8™ Grade Cohort 30% (N=13) 9% (N=4)

While gains in scale scores were very similar between the two cohorts, an additional five students from the 6™ to 7% grade
cohort increased a Performance Level. In both cohorts ancther 17 students (19%) were 17 poinis away {rom moving up to
Level 2. An astonishing 20 students (22%) were within twenty points of moving to Level 3, and one young lady achieved a
scale score of 692, one point from Level 4. The smaller gains in math as compared to ELA are tempered somewhat by these




large numbers of students on the cusp of moving up a level. Special attention for math has already been factored into planning
for the coming school year and grant funding has already been secured for additional Math curriculum and staff development.

With the introduction of consistent State measures for ELA and Math. OCS is now able to implement the incremental goals for
progress included in the school’s charter. As with ELA scores above. incremental progress in math was defined in terms of the
Performance Levels of students in their first vear at OCS and their subsequent progress towards meeting state standards. The
chart below outlines the various stages of progress for each grade and the degree to which those goals were not met. were met.

or were exceeded for the set of continuously enrolled students.

Incremental Progress Analvsis: NY State Math Test

2006-07

Year 1 Year 2 Goal Year 2 Actual Goal Met? Note

Performance Performance

6" to 7" Grade Cohort (N=48)

Level 1: 5% move to Level 2 in | 29% moved to Level 2 | Goal exceeded by 24%

24 Students I vear (N=1) m | vear (N=7)

Level 2: 15% move to Level 3 % moved to Level 3 Goal not met 3 students missed

18 Students mn | vear (N=3) in | yvear (N=(} Level 3 by 5points.
Including their
performance, OCS
exceeded the goal by
2%

Level 3: 20% move to Level 4 0% moved to Level 4 Goal not applicable I student missed Level

6 Students i | vear (N=1) m | vear 4 by 1 point. The small

number of students
does not allow for
incremental goals

7" to 8™ Grade Cohort (N=43)

Level I: 5% move to Level 2in | 10% moved to Level 2 | Goal exceeded by 3%
21 Students I vear (N=]) in | vear (N=2)
Level 2: 10% move to Level 3 0% moved to Level 2 Goal not met 2 students missed

20 Students

mn | vear (N=2)

in I vear (N=0)

Level 3 by 2 points.
Including their
performance. OCS met
the 10% goal.

Level 3:
2 Students

15% move to Level 4
in | vear

0% moved to Level 4
in | vear

Not applicable

We are unable to

measure incremental
progress with only 2
students at this level

As with its ELA scores, OCS has exceeded expectations in moving the lowest performing students from Level 1 to Level 2 and
had more difficulty in meeting the goals of moving Level 2 students to Level 3. Tentative analysis suggests that many of the
students performing least successfully on the NY State Math Test are general education students with weaknesses in language
or special education students in the speech and language program. These students are facing two challenges, the challenge of
understanding the language of the math test itself, often written at a reading level much higher than they can comprehend and
the challenge of understanding the language of the classroom. Emphasis next year will be on assisting math teachers in
presenting material in a hands-on manner which will reach all students. Increased use of periodic assessment and a two-year
grant from the Center for Charter School Excellence will help OCS further diagnose and develop its math program
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Appendix A: Geographic and Academic Context: District 5

OCS is now located in P.S. 241 in southern Harlem in New York City Community School District 3 (which also
includes the affluent Upper West Side), having moved at the start of this year from P.S. 92 in District 5 in
central Harlem. The majority of OCS students are still from District 5, making it the best choice for a
comparison district.

In order to better understand test scores at OCS, we will take a quick tour of academic performance in District
5. As of the 2005-2006 school year (the most current District Report Card data available at this writing), District
5 had failed to meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English Language Arts for African American students,
Hispanic students, Students with Disabilities, or the Limited English Proficient, which is to say at least 98% of
the District. In Math, District 5 performed much better, meeting AYP for African Americans, Hispanics, and
Limited English Proficient, but failing to make adequate gains among Students with Disabilities. For all
students, the District has a graduation rate of 75% and for Students with Disabilities a graduation rate of 22%.

The heavily inclusive makeup of OCS, its combination of 52% general education students and 48% special
education students, necessitates some creative thinking in finding a comparison population for performance on
New York State tests. By looking more closely at the performance of both the total population and the special
education population at a comparison middle school in District 5 (IS 172), we can begin to answer the question
of where OCS performance levels fall in relation to other schools in the area. IS 172 has similar demographics
to the Opportunity Charter School and is one of the only middle schools in the district with a large enough
population of Special Education students to provide a useful comparison: Students with Disabilities make up
19% of IS 172. Using recent scoring data from the 2007 NY State ELA and Math Test, the following graphs
establish a range of scores with which to compare testing results at OCS. In the graphs below, the middle bar of
each performance level represents OCS scores as compared to the scores of IS 172 All Students Tested, on the
left, and the scores of IS 172 Students with Disabilities on the right. The performance of a school like OCS, half
special education and half general education, would be expected to fall somewhere in the middle of this range,
between IS 172s special education and total populations. While this means of comparison is by no means
perfect, the comparison begins to establish the lens through which OCS testing data can be meaningfully
considered.

Grade 6 NY State ELA Performance Levels: Comparison of OCS to IS 172 All
Students Tested and Students with Disabilities
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In the above graph, the similarities between all three populations—OCS, the Special Education population of IS
172, and the overall population—become apparent. Encouragingly, Grade 6 students at OCS include slightly
fewer Level 1’s than either group and slightly more Level 3°s.

The following graphs for grades 7 and 8, clearly indicate that viewing OCS test scores against those of other
charter schools or regular public schools does those scores a disservice. When compared against the appropriate
populations, academic performance at OCS begins to closely fit a pattern. In the graphs below, the percentage
of OCS students scoring at a particular Level often falls halfway between the overall and Special Education
performance of IS 172, and, in areas of strength, aligns more closely with the overall performance of IS 172.

Encouragingly, the pattern of test scores at OCS more closely follow the pattern of all students at IS 172 than of
IS 172 Students with Disabilities. The percentage of 7" grade OCS students scoring at Level 1, for example, is a
full 23% lower than the IS 172 percentage for Special Education. Considering that OCS is made up of almost
50% Students with Disabilities (and that General Education students entering OCS often test at lower levels
than their Special Education counterparts) the comparison highlights OCS success as compared to that of IS

172.

Grade 7 NY State ELA Performance Leveils: Comparison of OCS to

IS 172 All Students Tested and Students with Disabilites
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Grade 8 NY State ELA Performance Levels: Comparison of OCS to IS 172
All Students Tested and Students with Disabilities
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Performance Levels

Similar comparisons can be made in Math. In grade 6, below, OCS beats even the overall percentage of Level 3
performance at IS 172, and scores a full 36% fewer students at Performance Level 1 than IS 172 Students with
Disabilities.

Grade 6 NY State Math Performance Levels: Comparison of OCS to
IS 172 All Students Tested and Students with Disabilities
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An area of weakness, now identified clearly in context, appears below, in 7™ grade, where the distribution
pattern of performance levels more closely matches that of the special education population of IS 172 than of
the total population.




Grade 7 NY State Math Performance Levels: Comparison of OCS
to IS 172 All Students Tested and Students with Disabilities
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Again, in Grade 8, OCS compares much more closely to the total population of IS 172 than to its population of
Students with Disabilities, despite having almost a 30% larger Special Education population and lower
performing general education students.

Grade 8 NY State Math Performance Levels: Comparison of OCS to
IS 172 All Students Tested and Students with Disabilities
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Viewed against the performance of appropriate populations, OCS scores are clearly consistent with the
performance of other middle schools in District 5, and in many cases, where OCS, a school with 48% Special
Education enrollment, matches performance levels with IS 172’s total population, areas of strength become
clearly apparent and strong reason for celebration.




SECTION II

Explanation of Revenues and Expenditures
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Section II1

Audit of Financial Statements

The audit for 2006-07 will be submitted by November 1, 2007.



SECTION 1V

Disclosure of Financial Interest by a Charter School Trustee



NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Disclosure of Financial Interest by a Charter School Trustee
Annual Report 2006-07

Section IV

Name (print)__\ Yottt L MERLINO . mD

Name of Charter School__ OPPolzTUN /7Y, C Harrr. Sc ool

Home Address_ —20S 77 74 Vj’f Sreeey— - /7 T, hY, M
Business Address §2-6 &~ 164 SF Newpics y Aﬂ;/

Daytime Phone__7/§ = €3~ 4027

E-Mail Address__ MiRL M) JO (@ NYCHHC - 0RG—

1. List all positions  held on  board (eg., chair, treasurer, parent
representative):__ 3 47 R

2. Isthe trustee an employee of the School? Yes (Ka

3. Ifyou checked Yes, please provide a description of the position you hold and your
responsibilities, your salary and your start date.

2



Identify each interest/transaction (and provide the requested information) that you or any of your
immediate family members or any persons who live with you in your house have held or engaged in
with the charter school during the time you have served on the board, and in the six month period
prior to such service. If there has been no such financial interest or transaction, write none. Please
note that if you answered yes to Question 2, you need not disclose again your employment status,
salary, etc.

Name of person

Date(s) Nature of Financial | Steps taken to avoid | holding interest or
Interest/Transaction | a conflict of interest, engaging in
(e.g., did not vote, transaction and
did not participate in relationship to
discussion) yourself
Nowe

229



Identify each individual, business, corporation, union association, firm, partnership, committee
proprietorship, franchise holding company, joint stock company, business or real estate trust,
non-profit organization, or other organization or group of people doing business with the School
and in which such entity, during the time of your tenure as a trustee, you and/or your immediate
family member or person living in your house had a financial interest or other relationship. If
you are a member, director, officer or employee of an organization formally partnered with the
School that is doing business with the School through a management or services agreement, you
need not list every transaction between such organization and the School that is pursuant to such
agreement. Instead, please identify only the name of the organization, your position in the
organization as well as the relationship between such organization and the school. If there was
no financial interest, write none.

Name of Trustee/
Organization Nature of Approximate Immediate Family/Member
Conducting Business Value of the of Household Holding an
Business with Conducted Business Interest in the Organization
the School Conducted Conducting Business with
the School and the Nature of
the Interest
g
Non=z

D ane 1 7//7/07

Signature / Date ~
4.



SECTION V

Charter School Student and Attrition Rates
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Statement of Assurances



Statement of Assurances

Our signatures below attest that all of the information contained herein is truthful and
accurate, and that this charter school is in compliance with all aspects of its charter, and with all
pertnent Federal, State, and local laws, regulations, and rules.  We understand that if any
information in any part of this report is found to have been deliberately misrepresented, that will
constitute grounds for the revocation of our charter.

Botby, Marsella. Aoty Nprsctis 7/25 I

Print Name, [Head of Charter School Signature gnd Date

mc}f Y Atiya S Latef
L2 Notary Public - State of New York
Notary Public Signature ahd Seal No. 01LA6167639

Qualified in Westchester County
My Commission Expires: June 4, 2011

_L?OSEPH’_ P MERLING., MP m V)WWLQ,_\ = -7,/2(,/6?

Print Name, President, Board of Trustees S@ and Date

(a0 =

ﬁotar/ Public, Sighature ahd Seal
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