MS 447 PTA Meeting Minutes, December 13, 2006
Honor Roll Awards

Students with academic averages over 80.00 received honor roll certificates after the Harlem Renaissance Fair. 
Principal’s Report

Ms. Lisa Gioe-Cordi announced the dates for the Off-site Expos.
ELA state tests are scheduled for January 16, 17, 18. Test prep is in full swing. The principal advised parents to be sure children had a good sleep the night before and a good breakfast that morning.

Tech lab. A meeting with the School Construction Authority was scheduled for the following Monday to discuss renovation of the lab. The lab will be gutted, a new floor installed; new equipment will include LCD projector, shelving, bookcases, laptop and desktops computers. It will be ready by Fall, 2007.
Sharon Mahabir reported that an Apple technician restored all software on existing school laptops and completed the inventory. Sixth grade received one and half weeks ago two full set of wireless laptops for use in tech classes.  Two additional sets are in completion of inventory and will be ready for grades seven and eight.
The principal opened the floor to questions: 
One parent was concerned about grades. Ms. Gioe-Cordi said that progress reports would be distributed to any students with missing homework or test grades under 75%. She urged the parents to call either Julia Castro, guidance counselor Dina Miller, Sharon Mahabir or the school psychologist, Lisa Bell, whenever she had concerns.
The end of the second marking period is January 31, 2007.

A parent complained that there seemed to be too much work piled on 8th graders, who were “hammered with reports”; two lab reports in one week too much; auditions for 8th grade schools are taking time, too; said she had left phone messages for teachers but they had not called back. Ms. Gioe-Cordi told her to email her directly next time. A meeting had been held to discuss 8th grade workload.
Science lab report help: Science extended day on Monday mornings has been scheduled in response to hearing that such help was needed. In addition, eighth grade students will tutor students after school (no charge).
Student Planners: School may provide planners next year to all students; several students are testing planners now. Ms. Gioe-Cordi said there should be time during class to copy assignments, “pause time.” Let her know if it isn’t happening. There are teachers who will work with students on organization.

Treasurer’s report

The holiday baskets made up by each class, or combined classes, brought in $540 for the school. Thanks to all parents who contributed and to Linda Schmidt and Amy Metroka, sixth grade parents, who organized the fundraiser.
