MS 447 PTA Meeting Minutes, October 2006
Introduction and election of new officers

Officers elected by show of hands:

Co-presidents: Barbara Newsome and Pam Schleifer

Co-vice presidents: Marcine Subco and Tom McMahon

Treasurer: Amy Metroka


Secretary: Teresa Moogan
School leadership team election postponed until meeting time agreed upon. Meetings were to be held just before PTA meetings, but a staff members requested that they be held either right before (8am) or right after (3:45pm) school.
Fundraising
Fundraising activities continue throughout the year. 
The Annual Appeal raises the most money. The number of families who contribute to the appeal is as important as the number of dollars raised. Being able to say that most parents support the school financially helps when soliciting support from other sources (e.g., merchants). PTA sign-in sheet also important in this regard.
Bake sales (organized by Karyl Cafiero). Sale planned for election day and tour day (October 28).
Auction. Meeting in January to organize. Joyce Szuflita, chair.
Committee reports
Commitees (which have not yet met) include: 

8th grade graduation committee

Grant-writing committee
Tour committee
Dance committee (too early to discuss perhaps)
Tour committee. Joyce Szuflita, chair. Need tour guides for daytime hours and for October 28; students are invited to come.
Lunchroom committee report. Students no longer have to sit in an assigned seat. Seats had been assigned to help with lunch money collection. Committee promised administration to convey to parents importance of paying for lunches ahead of time rather than on a daily basis. Confusion about whether payment is weekly or monthly. Chair will confirm with administration what to tell parents.

One parent complained that things had been thrown at her son two days in a row. Julia Castro said there was supervision, including three school aides, the dean and S. Mahabir. The administration had just learn of it and a full investigation would follow.
Taconic environmental science program. Tom McMahon submitted a request for $2,600 to fund 6th grade program proposed by science teacher Marta Lesmes, who did not attend meeting. Tom said Ms. Lesmes is the science coach and a beloved and very knowledgeable teacher. Thirty-two children would be chosen for the program on the basis of academic merit, behavior and ‘past experience’ (priority for those children who hadn’t had many outdoor experiences) and would involve going on local trips and a two-night trip to the Taconic environmental center. A long debate followed, hindered by lack of concrete information about the program. Pro: Participation will create opportunities for the future; other funders will want to see if we took advantage of the program; program may grow in future, accept more kids; if we say no, opportunity for this year is gone, time pressure. Con: What about kids who don’t get to go, how will they feel; how to tell kids who don’t get picked; may cost us more in future if program grows; not clear how kids are to be chosen; teacher should have attended to present arguments to satisfy people who have to come up with the money. Voted by show of hands to fund program.
Treasurer’s report. Amy Metroka gave the report. When Tom McMahon was first elected, there was only $127.
Principal’s report
Pedro De La Cruz, math teacher, spoke for Ms. Gioe-Cordi, who did not attend. 
Schoolyard. Recess can now be held in schoolyard, but may be cancelled depending on weather (too wet, too cold) or high school testing (regents). School construction authority will not pay for padding for middle school schoolyards (only for pre-K and Kindergarten).  If we wanted to pay for it, they would still have to approve contractors.
Tech lab. School construction authority. Timeline for new wiring, floor, internet access: Completion goal, June 2007. Grant came from City Council over a year ago. Work will be done on weekends and breaks, will involve asbestos removal. Laptops: school is working with Apple to upgrade laptops, replace damaged items such as printers. Some of the children are being taught by Apple techs to reimage laptops. Stolen laptops: DOE to file insurance claim; will take time. 
Communication. Website has been updated. Includes assignment calendars, outside schedules, PTA minutes. Need money to publish directory. School directory almost ready. Cost will be $1000.
Teresa Moogan, Secretary
