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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. MELODIE MASHEL:  Good evening.  This is 2 

a joint public hearing of the Department of 3 

Education, Community Education Council and 4 

School Leadership Team for the proposed 5 

extension of the co-location of PSX010, or 6 

75X010 with PS396 or 10X396 with MS390, or 7 

10X390, in building 020--I'm sorry--X26, 8 

beginning in 2013/2014 school year.  I am the 9 

community's school district's superintendent, 10 

Melodie Mashel, and I will be facilitating 11 

tonight's hearing.  We have asked that the 12 

district 10 community education council and 13 

school leadership team or SLTs from the school 14 

in the building participate in the joint public 15 

hearing.  I am joined tonight by Principal Tine, 16 

Assistant Principal Rebecca Odyssey [Spanish], 17 

Amy Huckson [phonetic], [Spanish], Amanda Lori 18 

[phonetic] from PS96.   19 

MS. AMANDA LORI:  Hi. 20 

MS. MASHEL:  Hi.  How are you?  Name rings a 21 

bell.  Principal Mercedes, Robert Mercedes from 22 

390, and Associate Principal Hanson from PS10.  23 

Hi.  How are you?  And Marvin Shelton from CSE 24 

as well as District Superintendent Gary Hicks, 25 
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District 75.  Gary.  Okay.  Not here yet.  This 1 

hearing is being recorded.  The purpose of this 2 

hearing is for you to provide comments about the 3 

proposal.  Before I describe the proposal, I 4 

want to make sure you are all aware of the 5 

opportunity to provide your input.  All those 6 

who wish to speak must sign up in the speaker's 7 

sign up area located just outside the 8 

auditorium.  The sign up list will close in 15 9 

minutes.  Speakers will be given the floor in 10 

the order that they signed up.  All comments are 11 

limited to two minutes.  There may be elected 12 

officials who arrive at different times 13 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak 14 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 15 

first opportune moment.  Those who are here at 16 

the start of public comments segment will be 17 

asked to speak first.  All comments will be 18 

mentioned in the analysis of public comment to 19 

be published and provided to the panel of 20 

education policy the evening before the panel 21 

votes.  That vote is scheduled for November 26
th
, 22 

2013.  In addition we welcome any comments and 23 

feedback you may have at any time before the 24 

panel votes on this proposal.  The email address 25 
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and phone number where the comments may be made 1 

are, D10 proposals at schools, dot, NYC, dot, 2 

gov.  Again, D10 proposals at schools, dot, NYC, 3 

dot, gov.  And the telephone number is (212) 4 

374-5159.  Again, the telephone number is (212) 5 

374-5159.  So I'll begin with the proposal of 6 

summary.  The New York City Department of 7 

Education, or the DOE, is proposing to extend 8 

the co-location of one site of PSX10 and 9 

building X26 located 1930 Andrews Avenue, Bronx, 10 

New York, 10453.  Beginning in the school year 11 

of 2013/2014.  On August 15
th
, 2013 the 12 

Chancellor of the New York City Department of 13 

Education issued an emergency declaration to 14 

open a new site of PSX10, an existing PS 15 

District 75 school in X26, which is this 16 

building to meet the needs students refer--or 17 

District 75 in the Bronx.  If this proposal is 18 

approved, this site of PSX10 will continue to be 19 

co-located with PS396 and MS390.  PS10 serves 20 

students in kindergarten through five in the X26 21 

building.  PS396 is an existing zoned elementary 22 

school that serves grades kindergarten through 23 

five in X26 building and offers a full day pre-24 

kindergarten program and autism spectrum 25 
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disorder or ASD - - programs.  MS390 is an 1 

existing choice middle school that serves 2 

students in grades six through eight.  The X26 3 

building also houses an adult and continuing 4 

education program and two community based 5 

organizations.  Mars High Health Center and 6 

Sports and Arts in school foundation.  This 7 

proposal is not expected to impact the adult and 8 

continuing education program, or the community 9 

based organizations.  Building X26 has a target 10 

capacity to serve 1,096 students during the 11 

2013/2014 school year.  The building serves a 12 

total of approximately 774 students, yielding a 13 

building utilization rate of 71%.  This means 14 

that the building is underutilized and has 15 

sufficient space to accommodate co-location of 16 

this site of PS10, PS396 and 3910 and PS390 on a 17 

long-term basis.  If this proposal is approved 18 

the site of PSX10 will continue to serve 19 

students in this building, X26.  For further 20 

details on space allocations see the educational 21 

impact statement, or the EIS.  The proposal is 22 

not anticipated to impact the instructional 23 

programming admission processee's enrollment or 24 

extra curricular opportunities of students 25 
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currently attending X10, X396, or MS390.  Thank 1 

you.  The next presenter is Marvin Shelton the 2 

CEC President. 3 

MR. MARVIN SHELTON:  Thank you, 4 

Superintendent.  Based on the proposal and some 5 

background that's digging around, while I 6 

understand there is a need for D75 seats in the 7 

district, and they are part of the community, I 8 

think the proposed co-location of the 75 9 

building with 390--75 program which also with 10 

396 and 390 is too disruptive, and 390 and 396 11 

from my understanding are capped at certain 12 

grades.  There is a vacant Catholic school 13 

facility very close by, and I would urge the 14 

panel to pass it for now, let them get settled, 15 

but actively pursue unused educational space 16 

within the community to house either a D75 or a 17 

combination program because this building is 18 

going to be overcrowded and it's going to 19 

continue to be overcrowded, and there's vacant 20 

space sitting for the - - .  So while I support 21 

the program to house the students on a short-22 

term basis, I do not support a long-term 23 

program. 24 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  The next presenter 25 
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will be Principal Nicole Tine of PS396 SLT.   1 

MS. NICOLE TINE:  Thank you.  Hi.  Good 2 

evening, everyone.  So as was just said, our 3 

schools have been growing, particularly mine, 4 

PS96 just three years ago was at a 275 5 

enrollment.  We are almost at 300 today.  So we 6 

have grown quite a bit in the past few years.  7 

We have been - - our kindergarten this year we 8 

had almost 40 students in one class in one 9 

kindergarten as we waited for enrollment to find 10 

additional seats.  There were none to be found 11 

in the district.  This is not the first year 12 

that we've had to cap in kindergarten or in 13 

other grades.  Last year we were capped in two 14 

grades.  And so we continue to expand.  I'd like 15 

to be able to service our zoned children in our 16 

school, but in order to do that it will 17 

necessitate space, which currently we have no 18 

more of.  So I worry about the future of next 19 

year because we are really tight in this 20 

building currently.  That's my only concern.  21 

And there we have it.  So thank you. 22 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, Ms. Tine.  The next 23 

presenter, Principal Mercedes.  If you would 24 

like to speak. 25 
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MR. ROBERT MERCEDES:  Okay.  Good evening. 1 

My name is Robert Mercedes and I'm the principal 2 

of Middle School 390.  We are currently a six to 3 

eight school, and I urge the panel to please 4 

reconsider their proposal only because in the 5 

matter of weeks we've grown by a class and a 6 

half and so the currently proposal has enabled 7 

us really to look at the seats that we have 8 

available and it has created a condition that I 9 

feel that a little but unsafe only because we're 10 

now--and today I realized that during testing 11 

when we have 30 students in a 500 square feet 12 

room it's not enough space for them to actually 13 

have a seat apart during testing time.  So this 14 

is going to be a challenge to really accommodate 15 

all of our demands for testing accommodations.  16 

And so that's going to be--because we have to 17 

share this space with MS96.  They also have 18 

testing accommodations.  So I look at this as a 19 

very difficult challenge moving forward.  I also 20 

want to mention the fact that our school 21 

recently in a progress report received a letter 22 

grade of an A.  And so that was as a result of 23 

the hard word and effort of our teachers.  And 24 

sometimes when you are having limited amount of 25 
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seats it creates a difficult condition when 1 

teachers now have to carry all their materials 2 

and supplied to different classrooms because of 3 

the lack of space that they have.  So I would 4 

like--I would urge the panel to please 5 

reconsider that proposal because, again, the 6 

picture of the fact that, yes, we do have the 7 

space, but we also want to offer our children 8 

the opportunity of a science lab.  We want to 9 

offer the kids an opportunity to have a dance 10 

program, because we want to provide them with 11 

all of the amenities that other kids like them 12 

in different communities have.  And so when we 13 

begin to make decisions at an impact that 14 

educational process it becomes difficult when 15 

they go to high school and they haven't 16 

experienced a science lab, they haven't 17 

experienced a dance studio.  They don't have an 18 

art program.  And so we would like that--we 19 

would like the panel to please reconsider.  20 

Thank you. 21 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, Mr. Mercedes.  The 22 

next presenter will be Principal Hanson and 23 

Assistant Principal.  No.  It's both.   24 

MS. BARBARA HANSON:  Hi.  Good evening.  My 25 
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name is Barbara Hanson and I'm the principal 1 

of P10X.  P10X is a district 75 Special 2 

Education Program.  My school, my program is 3 

housed throughout the Bronx in nine different 4 

locations.  This being one of them, our newest 5 

location to service our special needs students.  6 

The majority of these students are students from 7 

this area.  They're entitled to be and we try to 8 

do--get them into programs that are close to 9 

their home.  This year our district had over 150 10 

students with special needs who were not placed 11 

because of the fact that there was not room in 12 

school.  So this year my district called me and 13 

said that we have students that are from this 14 

side of the Bronx, mostly in district 10 that 15 

need seats, and they found the room in this 16 

building to house our program.  We are a program 17 

for students with autism, and we have five 18 

classrooms in this building.  So at this point 19 

whatever the panel does, but these students are 20 

entitled to an education also.  Thank you. 21 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  We have no 22 

concluded our formal observations.  We will now 23 

open the floor for public comments.  Speakers 24 

will be given the floor in the order that they 25 
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signed up.  All comments are limited to two 1 

minutes.  Mr. Greg Faulkner from Councilman 2 

Kabrara's [phonetic] office.   3 

MR. GREG FAULKNER:  Thank you very much.  My 4 

name is Greg Faulkner and I'm Councilman 5 

Kabrara's local council member, and I'm his 6 

chief of staff and he asked me to come and speak 7 

on behalf of the parents regarding this program.  8 

And I think that the best arguments have already 9 

been made as to why this panel should reconsider 10 

changing the structure of the direction of the 11 

school.  It seems, and it really struck me as I 12 

was sitting here, if anyone is here from the 13 

office of folio planning because we knew that 14 

this was something that was going to happen.  We 15 

knew--you know, it's not a surprise that we had 16 

schools clothes and we were going to have this 17 

situation, and we have these buildings, so I'm 18 

wondering why the office of portfolio planning 19 

is not more engaged in doing these long-term 20 

projections so that we're not forced to take the 21 

school that is an A school and really do things 22 

that might jeopardize the success that they're 23 

already having.  So it's very clear that 24 

Councilman stands strongly in support in asking 25 
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that the panel reconsider changing the 1 

structure of this school, that they reconsider 2 

and allow--and by the way, I'm going to be very 3 

interested in hearing what the parents have to 4 

say with regard to this proposal, and I'm hoping 5 

that the department will also listen to the 6 

parents.  Four years ago when the councilman 7 

came into office there was a high school in this 8 

community, and we were told to find a building, 9 

we want to keep a high school, that high school 10 

closed.  It was sent off somewhere else.  We 11 

don’t currently have a high school.  I've heard 12 

proposal that maybe there's some way of 13 

developing high school option for this building.  14 

So I think that there are many other options 15 

that could exist that would be more acceptable 16 

than simply doing something.  And I think in the 17 

long run would create a problem for the 18 

building.  So if the schools are doing well 19 

they've got--they're having success, we want to 20 

maintain that success, and we don't want to, in 21 

some ways, punish schools that are having 22 

success by creating this.  I think we want to 23 

also make sure--I've also heard questions about 24 

where these kids are coming from.  It doesn't 25 
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sound, from what I'm hearing that these kids 1 

are necessarily from the local community.  And 2 

so we want to make sure that also that when 3 

we're servicing kids that the kids that we're 4 

servicing also we hope will come from our local 5 

community.  So thank you.  And, again, I 6 

appreciate the panel having given us this 7 

opportunity to speak.  The Councilman has spent 8 

a lot of time in this building, this is a school 9 

that he's very concerned about.  He's also 10 

willing to commit, possibly, some capital 11 

resources to talk about maybe creating some 12 

other kinds of options for the building that 13 

would enable the school to continue to have the 14 

success.  We talked about labs and other 15 

options, other kinds of programs that the school 16 

would like to have.  We'd like to make that kind 17 

of an investment, and making sure that the 18 

school continues to do what we've been asking 19 

the school to do.  I know that for a long time 20 

there's a regular history, it seems that as 21 

schools are starting to do well in this 22 

administration, which we have 30 more days, they 23 

seem to find ways of derailing those schools, 24 

and so we're hoping that's not necessarily the 25 
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plan that you have here.  So, again, thank you 1 

for the opportunity to speak, and I'm anxious to 2 

hear what the parents have to say regarding this 3 

proposal. 4 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, Mr. Faulkner.  Our 5 

next speaker is Beatrice Garcia. 6 

MS. BEATRICE GARCIA:  [Spanish]. 7 

FEMALE VOICE:  Wait, there's a translator 8 

coming. 9 

MS. GARCIA:  Oh.  Okay. 10 

MALE TRANSLATOR:  Good evening. 11 

MS. GARCIA [Through the assistance of a 12 

Spanish Translator]:  My name is Beatrice 13 

Garcia.  I have my child, he is special--oh.  14 

I'm sorry.  I see those child to be in - - 15 

states.   16 

[Background conversations] 17 

MS. GARCIA:  I come here, this is - - now 18 

they will be--they won't be without-- 19 

[Background/conversations] 20 

MALE TRANSLATOR:  Okay.  That's fine. 21 

FEMALE VOICE:  Okay.  I'm sorry to take the 22 

mic, but I think I can process a little bit 23 

better for everyone to understand.  Okay.  The 24 

first things she said was that she, herself has 25 
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a child - - .  Is that it?  Okay.  Her child 1 

has disabilities including ADHD, and she feels 2 

in a situation like this, children who have 3 

disabilities should have their own area.  They 4 

should not be mixed with other schools, so she's 5 

saying that they deserve the same education as 6 

everyone else does.  Their own - - their own 7 

building where they can be taken care of, 8 

specifically, for their needs, not mixed in an 9 

area where they're not going to - - 101% of 10 

their attention.  Okay.  They need a lot of 11 

attention and a lot of supervision.  She feels 12 

that at the moment now the students in this 13 

school as well as the students that are coming 14 

in from PS10 are not going to have art class, 15 

they're not going to have the science lab 16 

available to them, they're not going to have 17 

physical education.  She says she has nothing 18 

against students with disabilities, but she just 19 

does not agree that they're mixing them up with 20 

general ed and with children with disabilities 21 

in the same building.  She feels that they 22 

should have their own places. 23 

FEMALE VOICE:  She's right.  She's right.   24 

[Crowd conversations/chatter] 25 
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FEMALE VOICE:  And this message is for the 1 

board, what she's asking is that they give a 2 

person that can translate what you're saying 3 

then this way she can understand what's going on 4 

as well. 5 

MS. MASHEL:  I'm sorry.  But I'm going to 6 

intervene here.  Are you the translators? 7 

MALE VOICE:  Yes. 8 

MS. MASHEL:  So but the equipment needs to 9 

be with them.  Okay.  So you need [Spanish].  10 

I'm interpreting.   11 

[Crowd chatter] 12 

MS. MASHEL:  I'm sorry.  I can't hear you.  13 

Okay.  So let's do it again.  [Spanish] Okay.  14 

So I'll translate.  Are you guys comfortable 15 

with that?  I'm not sure that I'm going to be 16 

able to get all those words out.  Okay.  You can 17 

help me out, if you don't mind.   18 

MALE VOICE:  [Spanish].  Okay.  [Spanish] 19 

[Crowd chatter in Spanish] 20 

MALE VOICE:  [Spanish] 21 

MS. MASHEL:  Okay.  [Spanish]  Okay.  So I'm 22 

going to ask those who need translation to 23 

please come up to bet the equipment that is 24 

necessary in order for you to be translating.  25 
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This is a public meeting, so the guidelines 1 

are a little bit different from what they are 2 

during the course of a regular meeting in the 3 

school.  [Spanish] Okay.  So please come up.  4 

[Spanish] Okay.  [Spanish]  Okay.  Who's 5 

translating?  Are you translating?  Okay.  6 

Great.  So let me repeat this again.  I'm going 7 

to go through the proposal one more time, the 8 

summary of the proposal so that everyone is 9 

aware of what is transpiring in the school 10 

building.  Even though we have had some comments 11 

already, I think everyone needs to be informed 12 

appropriately of the proposal.  So proposal 13 

summary.  The New York City Department of 14 

Education--okay.  Is everyone on number four? 15 

[Spanish] Okay.  Proposal summary.  The New York 16 

City Department of Education is proposing to 17 

extend the co-location of one site of PSX10 in 18 

Building X26 located at 1930 Andrews Avenue, 19 

Bronx, New York, 10453 beginning in the 20 

2013/2014 school year.  On August 15, 2013 the 21 

Chancellor of the New York City Department of 22 

Education or the DOE issued an emergency 23 

declaration to open a new site PSX10, an 24 

existing district 75 school in X26 to meet the 25 
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needs in students referred for district 75 in 1 

the Bronx.  In this proposal if this proposal is 2 

approved of this site of PX10 will continue to 3 

be co-located with PS396 and MS390.  PSX10 4 

serves students in kindergarten through five in 5 

X26 building, which is this building.  PS396 is 6 

an existing zoned elementary school that serves 7 

students in grades kindergarten through fifth 8 

grade in X226 building and offers a full pre-9 

Kindergarten program and autism spectrum 10 

disorder nest or ASD nest program.  MS390 is an 11 

existing choice middle school that serves 12 

students in grades sixth through eighth.  The 13 

X26 building also houses an adult and continuing 14 

education program and two community based 15 

educations, Mars High Health Center and Sports 16 

and Arts in school foundations.  The proposal is 17 

not expected to impact the adult and continuing 18 

education program, or the community based 19 

organizations.  - - X26 has the target capacity 20 

to serve 1,096 students.  During he 2013/2014 21 

school year the building served a total of 22 

approximately 774 students yielding a building 23 

utilization range of 71%.  This means the 24 

building is under utilized and has sufficient 25 
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space to accommodate the co-location of this 1 

site of PSX10, PS396 and MS390 on a long-term 2 

basis.  If the proposal is approved this site of 3 

PSX10 will continue to serve students in X226.  4 

For further details on space utilization see the 5 

educational impact statement.  This proposal is 6 

not anticipated to impact the instructional 7 

programming admission processes, enrollment, or 8 

extra curricular opportunities of students 9 

currently attending PSX10, PS396, or MS390.  10 

Thank you.  I'm going to continue then with the 11 

next speaker on the list.  Okay.  The next 12 

speaker is Nicole Wynaar.  Am I saying it 13 

correctly? 14 

MS. NICOLE WYNAAR:  Wynaar. 15 

MS. MASHEL:  Wynaar? 16 

MS. WYNAAR:  Yes. 17 

MS. MASHEL:  Okay. 18 

MS. WYNAAR:  Good evening, everybody.  My 19 

name is Nicole Wynaar and I'm a parent from--oh.  20 

I'm a parent at MS390.  I have a son that 21 

graduated here and one that is attending here.  22 

MS390 is a school that have children and parents 23 

that children go two through six they graduate 24 

from two through six come here and continue 25 
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until they're ready to go to high school.  And 1 

you can't add more children because the 2 

classroom is full already with 32 children.  It 3 

takes 45 to an hour just for one teacher to 4 

teach a classroom.  If you take away the third 5 

floor, meaning we're going to have maybe 45 to 6 

50 children in one class and it's not acceptable 7 

because the teacher is not going to able to 8 

explain to children that don't understand what 9 

he's teaching or she's teaching.  And it's not 10 

safe to bring pre-cares here, because the little 11 

ones and for them to play or among the older 12 

one, and these kids grow from two to six.  Two 13 

to six is the school that is right here.  And 14 

then you'll have 279 that is five blocks away.  15 

So these kids graduated from there, they come 16 

here, and they grow up together.  You can't just 17 

add another school here where these children are 18 

not accustomed to them, and not only that like 19 

the lady says, a special needed children needs 20 

special attention.  They need more attention, 21 

they need less space, and they need a lot more 22 

things like they have to be careful when you're 23 

with them you got to always be alert to what 24 

they be doing, and at 390 these kids they play 25 
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among themselves.  They don't look around who 1 

is there.  Okay.  But I'm begging you, this is 2 

not the right school for the kids.  Thank you. 3 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Cesarina Ricardo.  4 

Oh.  So you have to interpret what she's saying 5 

in English.   6 

MS. CESARINA RICARDO  [Through the aid of an 7 

interpreter]:  She is the grandmother of two 8 

kids in another location. 9 

SEVERAL VOICES:  We cannot hear you. 10 

MS. RICARDO:  She is the grandmother of two 11 

kids in another location and she has a problem 12 

that she has to be running to go get them and 13 

drop them off.  She is saying that she is the 14 

grandmother of kids that are in this school.  15 

She is at MS390 and the grandmother of kids that 16 

we have over at PS396.  What she's saying is 17 

that because PS396 was not able to open other 18 

classes her grandchildren were placed in another 19 

school, therefore now she is forced to be 20 

running from various locations to be able to 21 

gather all her grandkids.  If these kids are not 22 

in this school what she's saying is that PS396 23 

will be able accommodate all of her 24 

grandchildren, allowing her to have them all at 25 
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the same location.  She is saying that why are 1 

we taking away the space from our children that 2 

are in our community that are not getting 3 

everything that they deserve in order to give it 4 

to other children from other communities if 5 

we're not fully serving our kids.  We have to 6 

offer our children more activity in order to 7 

make sure that they're more motivated and come 8 

to school.  Thank you. 9 

[Applause] 10 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Marilyn Laurie. 11 

MS. MARILYN LAURIE:  Thank you.  Hi.  My 12 

name is Marilyn Laurie and my grandson, Jason 13 

Dobbons [phonetic] goes to this school, but I've 14 

sent all my children to this school, and I've 15 

lived in this neighborhood for 40 years.  I know 16 

when this building was just this building, then 17 

we got an extra building, then we got another 18 

building.  And we even got another school, 226 19 

down the block.  And I remember when they came 20 

and they asked that my daughter be placed in a 21 

different school because they did not have 22 

space.  But this is like a diet.  You want to 23 

lose weight, but you keep eating food.  And we 24 

don't have enough space.  We buy the size 9 but 25 
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we really need a size 12.  So we don't have 1 

the space.  I understand that all children need 2 

a good space to be in.  But unfortunately this 3 

is not the space.  I even know when they used - 4 

- Clinic as a school for the four children.  I'm 5 

not saying it's the best solution, but if you 6 

place your arm on the railroad tracks and I 7 

place my arm on the railroad tracks, I'm not 8 

going to save your arm, because I need my arm to 9 

save that arm.  So I don't think this is a good 10 

idea.  I don't think it's a good idea.  For 40 11 

years we have fought.  And I'm proud of 12 

everybody in this room, because we don't want 13 

this.  It is not acceptable for us.  It is not 14 

something that we're going to take sitting down.  15 

Thank you. 16 

[Applause] 17 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, Ms. Laurie.  Carmen 18 

Polonco. 19 

MS. CARMEN POLONCO:  [Spanish] Okay. 20 

[Laughter] 21 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  Yeah.  We can 22 

translate, but we may not remember everything.  23 

Her name is Carmen Polonco.  Okay.  What are we 24 

doing?  Okay.  So her name is Carmen Polonco and 25 
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she's saying that she agrees that all children 1 

need certain space, and that they all belong in 2 

this school, but this may not be the case 3 

because our children need this space, and we're 4 

taking away from our kids.   5 

MS. POLONCO:  [Spanish] 6 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  So what she's saying is 7 

that if we take away from our children our kids 8 

will remain without sports and without any other 9 

programs, therefore, we will not be able to 10 

provide for our kids what we have been doing so 11 

far.  And then they will not be prepared to go 12 

to high school or--what was it? 13 

FEMALE VOICE:  - - special program - - . 14 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  Okay.  So then we have 15 

a special program with high school.   16 

MS. POLONCO:  [Spanish] 17 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  So what she's saying 18 

is, which I didn't quite understand, is what 19 

they're hoping is that in future years they'll 20 

be a project for high school where our eighth 21 

graders in PS390 will be able to say in this 22 

building and go to ninth grade.   23 

MS. POLONCO:  [Spanish] 24 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  If we give them the 25 
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space and they will not be able to do that 1 

program in our building, and therefore our 2 

children will stay without the space.  She is 3 

not against the children, but she wants ours to 4 

be - - . 5 

[Applause] 6 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  I'm sorry.  But 7 

what is your name? 8 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  - - . 9 

MS. MASHEL:  I know.  You forget.   10 

FEMALE INTERPRETER:  - - . 11 

MS. MASHEL:  I understand.  Adalgisa Suarez.  12 

Did I say it correctly?  I apologize if I did 13 

not. 14 

MS. ADALGISA SUAREZ [Through the aid of an 15 

interpreter]:  Here name is Adalgisa and she 16 

said she is here interrupting other activities 17 

that she could be doing because she feels that 18 

the space in what they're doing is not something 19 

that benefits her kids.  She says that therefore 20 

so they will not receive the same experiences 21 

and their learning will be limited because they 22 

will not be able to have activities that they're 23 

supposed to be having if the space is being 24 

given to others schools and other classes.  She 25 
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feels that it is a conflict because of the age 1 

difference of these children are in the same 2 

building as the middle school kids and this may 3 

represent a conflict because the smaller 4 

children, the third floor and the bigger kids 5 

are on the second floor.  So what's she saying 6 

is that instead of giving up the space to other 7 

schools why not reconsider having other projects 8 

where we can have a high school in our community 9 

as we don't have one in the area and our 10 

children have to commute.  She considers that 11 

her son is in the eighth grade, 13-years-old, 12 

needs to take two buses in order to get to the 13 

other school.  That it will be more feasible for 14 

us to be able to create or open up a school 15 

whatever the case may be so that the child can 16 

stay in the community.  She's saying that it's 17 

not okay to give the space to other people as we 18 

need it and because they have the hopes and 19 

dreams that our children can have a better space 20 

within this community.  She apologizes for 21 

extending herself, but she feels that this is 22 

what is required. 23 

[Applause] 24 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Herminda Ortiz. 25 
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MS. HERMINDA ORTIZ:  Herminda. 1 

MS. MASHEL:  Herminda Ortiz.  I have to go 2 

back to school for Spanish.   3 

MS. HERMINDA ORTIZ [Through the aid of an 4 

interpreter]:  She says she wants to add to what 5 

the other parents were saying and that she knows 6 

that it is true that we have very limited seats 7 

for children in our community.  So aside from 8 

having limited space already in the school it 9 

limits the fact that they're not able to have 10 

the other activities like gym and so on, and it 11 

will limit parents to have students in other 12 

elementary schools like 226 to be able to send 13 

their children to this school as the space is 14 

limited.  And this is the closest middle school 15 

in the area for all the other elementary 16 

schools, and if we take the seats away from the 17 

middle school then where are all the other kids 18 

next year, where do they go?  That is her 19 

concern taking the clothes away from one person 20 

to give it to another.  So undressing one to 21 

dress the other, I guess.  Okay. 22 

[Applause] 23 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  This one I won't 24 

have problems with, Rosemary Dall. 25 
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MS. ROSEMARY DALL:  Thank you.  My name is 1 

Rosemary Dall.  So whatever I say, I will say it 2 

in Spanish, and I won't - - .  Okay.  First of 3 

all, everything that everyone else said I also 4 

agree.  I'm going to touch one base.  So I just 5 

want to touch base, space here in the school is 6 

very needed.  If we have another school here 7 

that space is going to be taken away.  Classes 8 

are going to be maximized.  There's going to be 9 

40 plus students in one class.  As you know 10 

there are new curriculums coming out and the 11 

students as well as the teachers are learning 12 

the new curriculums.  So can you imagine once a 13 

teacher in a classroom with 40 plus kids 14 

learning new curriculum as well.  So that for me 15 

is a concern.  Okay.  That's one of the concerns 16 

I have.   17 

[Voice from audience] 18 

MS. DALL:  I don't know.   19 

[Voice from audience] 20 

MS. DALL:  Well, that's my opinion, though.  21 

I mean, I'm not here to actually see what the 22 

schools are utilizing, so in my opining I'm just 23 

stating what I think might get done.  Okay.  So 24 

what I was saying is that in the building my 25 
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concern is that students are not going to have 1 

the art the way that they are having it before 2 

PS10 came in, you're not going to have the 3 

science lab anymore, and they might have--as I 4 

was corrected--there's a possibility that the 5 

gym might get cut off and utilized as well, 6 

partially.  So those are my concerns.  It's my 7 

opinion - - .  I might be wrong, but the point 8 

is that I'm not here everyday to see what's 9 

going on, but it my opinion.  That is what I'm 10 

stating.  So those are just the general things 11 

that my concern are, especially the space.  Our 12 

kids are going to be tight into their classrooms 13 

already.  We already have classes that are 14 

capsized, so I think that adding another school 15 

just make that a little bit worse for the 16 

outcome.  Thank you. 17 

[Applause] 18 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Dennis King. 19 

MR. DENNIS KING:  Good evening, everyone.  I 20 

just want to say that for the record, two 21 

minutes for the translating back and forth to 22 

get a message across I think is unfair to 23 

parents.  I just want to say that for the 24 

record.  Secondly, I want to say that I've been 25 
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in this neighborhood over about 15 years and 1 

I've seen a lot of changes here.  I actually 2 

worked in the school Department of Education 3 

about 2001 in this particular building with Mr. 4 

Mercedes.  I seen a lot of changes that occurred 5 

with the students in the neighborhood as far as 6 

the growth.  There wasn't a grade eighth like 7 

they are now.  I seen also that there was three 8 

schools in this building.  So it's not 9 

necessarily the fact that their special needs 10 

school is that three schools in this building 11 

doesn't work - - children.  330 was here.  That 12 

was phase out.  It didn't work.  And to have 13 

special needs where they may need more attention 14 

and more resources to put in a building that's 15 

grade A, I don’t think that's appropriate.  I 16 

think that we're taking a step backwards by 17 

doing that, and I think we need to stand behind 18 

what's working, because 1-million and 100,000 19 

students in the school system is 1,700 schools, 20 

why this school?  That's what I want to ask the 21 

board.  And also I want to say that I don't 22 

think they're giving this the attention that it 23 

deserves, because why only two representatives 24 

are here when this is a bigger issue than just 25 
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two representatives.  I think that there's a 1 

lot of things going wrong.  There's a lot of 2 

things going well and since we are in a step in 3 

the right direction, let's take a look at it and 4 

reassess the situation, because we're going to 5 

take a step back in history when we was a 6 

failing school, but now we're a grade A.  So I 7 

just want to say that.  No disrespect to you 8 

guys.  I know that as a whole we're trying to 9 

educate all of the students.  We want everybody 10 

to get a good education as well as special 11 

needs, but we need to accommodate both special 12 

needs and the regular school children and I 13 

think that we should have more meetings because 14 

we need to get what is due to us, because a lot 15 

of - - that's for the state is supposed to be 16 

going to the school system.  So that's another 17 

issue that we need to be talking about, not just 18 

this, because what happens is we talk about the 19 

smaller issues but there's a bigger issue at 20 

place where the money that's supposed to be here 21 

is not even here.  So that's another issue.  I 22 

think that we need to have more meetings like 23 

this.  It doesn't take this to bring us 24 

together, and we have more parent meetings, so 25 
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I'm pretty sure the principals will stand 1 

behind it, because we need more parental 2 

involvement.  Thank you. 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Our next speaker is 5 

Patricia Cohen.   6 

MS. PATRICIA COHEN:  Good afternoon.  My 7 

name is Patricia Cohen.  I have a granddaughter 8 

going to this school.  I scribbled something 9 

down.  Can you hear me?  Okay.  I know we all 10 

need love and shelter.  There are several things 11 

to be considered if there is a fire, if there is 12 

a shooting.  I witnesses Mr. Mercedes giving 13 

many fire drills in morning when I'm walking my 14 

dogs.  There's a lot of kids on the sidewalk.  I 15 

also realize kids with autism need love.  They 16 

need a place for themselves to grow and to do 17 

things that other kids does.  I think it's 18 

wrong.  We need more educational programs in 19 

this school.  We need to improve on our kids' 20 

education, more activities.  We also need that 21 

space so that we can give the kids more help.  22 

There are kids that are struggling.  We can help 23 

them.  We can also really, really help those who 24 

are struggling, so that they can have a brighter 25 
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future.  So that the government cannot add 1 

more jails but add more better jobs.  Thank you. 2 

[Applause] 3 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you.  Evelyn--I don't 4 

know if it's a P.  R-I-T-E-R, Riter or Priter.  5 

Evelyn? 6 

MS. EVELYN RIVERA:  Good evening.  My name 7 

is Evelyn Rivera.  I'm-- 8 

MALE VOICE:  We can't hear you. 9 

MS. RIVERA:  Good evening.  My name is 10 

Evelyn Rivera.  My grandson has been coming here 11 

for school.  I'm very disagree.  Also, this 12 

change in the school will impact all the student 13 

in a negative way not because all the new 14 

students, and so because the space.  - - a lot 15 

of - - they say about the space.  We need the 16 

space.  I do have a son - - especially and I - - 17 

put my son in this school.  My son needs more 18 

attention.  I don't think my son can be in this 19 

school.  My grandkids they be coming to this 20 

school, but they need to be together, because I 21 

had my granddaughter and I still waiting for her 22 

for the kindergarten and the school don't call 23 

my granddaughter to be in this school.  And they 24 

need to be together, and she's--I'm still 25 
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waiting for them to call her to be in the same 1 

school.  But I don’t recommend myself to be in 2 

this school because - - and the kids in the 3 

special they need a lot attention.  I will see - 4 

- in the school.  I would see a lot of things 5 

that I don't recommend that my kids be in the 6 

school for reasons, the park is not safe for 7 

little kids.  There's a lot of things that I 8 

have to be coming here and - - and I disagree on 9 

that.  And - - a lot of people they really 10 

wanted to have the kids in this space.  God 11 

bless you. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you so much, Ms. Rivera.  14 

And I apologize for saying your name 15 

incorrectly.  It's a long day.  [Spanish]  16 

Beverly Pagan. 17 

MS. BEVERLY PAGAN:  Hi.  I'm Beverly Pagan.  18 

I have one grandson in PS396.  I have had one 19 

son who came here, and I have a daughter who 20 

currently attends here.  I don't--I heard both 21 

the principals from PS396 and MS390 say how much 22 

they need the space because of the children and 23 

how the classrooms are getting full and I just 24 

don't see how it's not being considered that the 25 
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children won't have the things that they need.  1 

If anything allocate the space to the kids that 2 

are here and the ones that are coming from 3 

PS226, and there's a lot of them, and in my 4 

community, right across the street, there's a 5 

lot of kids that are growing up now coming to 6 

school soon.  So I say save the space for those 7 

that are coming in and very soon.  Thank you. 8 

[Applause] 9 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank, you, Ms. Pagan.  Valerie 10 

Green. 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. VALERIE GREEN:  Ladies and gentlemen, a 13 

pleasant evening.  First I'm going to speak 14 

through the lens of a parent.  Okay.  I've been 15 

in the building for 14 years.  I have a 16 

daughter, who went to this school, and a 17 

granddaughter, who is presently in 396.  And my 18 

question to you is that how are you going to 19 

take away something from some children but give 20 

to other children?  What - - of thought putting 21 

all the poor person to be educated you have to 22 

put up - - .  So how then are you going to take 23 

away education from one set of children who are 24 

not - - ?  If you're going to take away the 25 
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science room, the art room, and gym, then 1 

something is totally wrong with the DOE.  2 

Ideally, a child should have gym at least once 3 

per day.  - - to do that, because of the number 4 

of children, lack of resources, and a number of 5 

other things.  And if we say that an occasion is 6 

the backbone of such great nation like the 7 

United States, why should we take it away from 8 

children in the inner city?  My daughter is 9 

here.  And I would love for her to be able to 10 

explore, she must, in fact, she must get gym and 11 

she must be able to do art.  - - way to give 12 

other children.  And right now they're going to 13 

divide rationality from emotion.  Not because 14 

they have autism, but because they are children 15 

and they all need the same amount of services, 16 

same amount of resources, the same amount of 17 

gym, and we cannot take away from one to give 18 

another.  Speaking now from the lens of a 19 

teacher, I am a special education teacher.  And 20 

I know the dynamics of all the different types 21 

of children that have different needs.  So my 22 

first question when I came in the building in 23 

September and realized that the smaller kids 24 

were on top, that the DOE that always do things 25 
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I don't--this way or that way without 1 

thinking.  How can we have the small children, 2 

the last - - we have I watches - - then 3 

something was happening inside here.  Look at 4 

the gym.  How can we have big kids with small 5 

kids?  Because we have three different levels of 6 

education.  We have primary.  We have secondary.  7 

And we have thirstier.  If we are lacking in the 8 

secondary then something is going to happen.  9 

And my final question to you, like in the - - 10 

how long will - - remain here? 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, Ms. Green.  Ms. 13 

Yesenia, I apologize, I don’t know your last 14 

name.  Your turn. 15 

MS. YESENIA PARADES-DIAZ:  My concern is 16 

very brief.  I see there's one of my concerns is 17 

really the entrance in the morning.  I believe 18 

that the new school had great supervision in the 19 

morning when they're bringing their children, 20 

but they do come in through the same entrance as 21 

the middle school kids.  And we in our PS396 we 22 

have busing in the morning.  So the street in 23 

Andrews Avenue, which is very narrow in the 24 

morning has about five to six buses at one time, 25 
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where we're all trying to maneuver getting all 1 

our kids inside the building.  I think that 2 

that's unsafe.  There's not a place where we can 3 

park those buses in the back of the building.  4 

There's not a bigger street, and that last week 5 

some of the staff members' cars were hit by a 6 

truck that was trying to back by in between the 7 

school buses and the street, which is very 8 

unsafe.  I don’t think that our building is able 9 

to accommodate that as we have buses from 296 10 

and buses from 390, and I believe that all of 11 

our children--your children are bused into our 12 

building as well.   13 

FEMALE VOICE:  - - at 10:00 and - - . 14 

MS. DIAZ:  As we know, but they're not 15 

always arriving at the same time we have buses 16 

that get her at 8:30, 9:00, that is 17 

unpredictable.  Yes, people do it at 8:10 but 18 

our buses are here at very unpredictable times.  19 

So I do believe that knowing that busing doesn't 20 

work the way we expect it to work our children 21 

sometimes are supposed to be here at 7:45 and 22 

sometimes they don’t walk in the room until 23 

9:00.  So on a great day, yes, your children do 24 

come in at 8:10, but that's not the case. 25 
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FEMALE VOICE:  8:10 to--I can - - 8:10 to 1 

8:25 because there is - - . 2 

MS. DIAZ:  I'm not speaking about 3 

interfering.  I'm speaking about the volume of 4 

children that are walking in through the door at 5 

almost the same time and how unsafe it is for 6 

middle school kids, even though your children 7 

are begin very properly supervised to come in 8 

through the same entrance as middle school kids, 9 

and I'm not saying that they're not being 10 

supervised, no that you're not doing an amazing 11 

job getting your kids upstairs on time to their 12 

classes, but we have to think about the 13 

logistics of the early morning where buses are 14 

running against traffic and things are not 15 

happing the same all the time.  That's my 16 

concern. 17 

[Applause] 18 

MS. MASHEL:  Thank you, everyone.  Speaker 19 

list is now exhausted.  Again, we welcome any 20 

comments and feedback you may have at any time 21 

before the panel for educational policy votes on 22 

the proposal at date November 26
th
 meeting.  The 23 

email address and phone number where comments 24 

may be made are this is the email address, D10 25 
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proposals at schools, dot, NYC, dot, gov.  And 1 

the telephone number is (212) 374-5159.  Thank 2 

you for your participation.  This joint public 3 

hearing is now closed.   4 

[END RECORDING] 5 
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