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	 CHANCELLOR KLEIN ANNOUNCES $7.5 MILLION GRANT TO ENHANCE SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITIES AT SIX SCHOOLS 
Schools Chancellor Joel I. Klein today announced a $7.5 million grant from the United States Department of Education to further develop small learning communities at six large New York City high schools. The five-year grant will be distributed equally between Grace Dodge High School (Bronx), High School of Graphic Communication Arts (Manhattan), Queens Vocational & Technical High School, August Martin High School (Queens), William H. Maxwell High School (Brooklyn), and Paul Robeson High School (Brooklyn). These schools will use the grant to support leadership training for educators, college readiness programs for students, and partnerships with the non-profit groups that help facilitate small learning communities at the schools. 


“Small learning communities have begun to help several of our large high schools raise student performance, and this generous grant will enable schools to enhance these programs,” Chancellor Klein said. “Schools with small learning communities give our students and families more good choices to consider when deciding where to go to school.”


Several large New York City high schools have created small learning communities to help personalize their learning environments for students. Small learning communities are composed of 250-500 students, organized around themes or unifying principles, and led by assistant principals or teachers. Teachers work as teams within small learning communities to integrate the small learning communities’ themes across subject areas and target the needs of individual students. Students at schools with small learning communities enjoy many of the benefits of large high schools, including a wide array of elective courses and extracurricular activities, while developing close relationships with teachers and guidance counselors in their small learning communities. In September, 19 high schools will serve more than 37,000 students in small learning communities using the Department of Education’s “Framework for Small Learning Communities in NYC.” 

Preliminary results for schools with small learning communities show improved 9th-grade credit accumulation and attendance in comparison with similar schools that do not have small learning communities. Between the 2005-06 and the 2006-07 school years, 16 schools with small learning communities raised the percentage of 9th-grade students earning at least ten credits from 49.0% to 51.2%. The percentage of 9th-grade students earning at least ten credits in similar schools without small learning communities dropped from 43.2% to 42.3% over this period. Similarly, 9th-grade attendance at schools with small learning communities increased from 73.4% in 2005-06 to 76.0% in 2006-07, while attendance remained flat at schools without small learning communities—73.5% in 2005-06 to 73.6%. Credit accumulation and daily attendance in 9th grade are good predictors of high school graduation.

###

Contact:  David Cantor / Melody Meyer  (212) 374-5141

	
	



