Leadership Minutes

January 23rd ,2012

* Joanne Allotta opened the meeting.

1.  Welcome New Members:  Doreen Roman (parent), Maria Rivas (parent)

2.  School Safety Committee (Representative Annette Green)

*Helene Selter announced that Officer DePalla will be attending our next SLT meeting to discuss safety issues at dismissal, etc.

*Annette Green advised us that visitors are expected to have a photo ID.
*Merrie Levine advised us that hope is that by next year, after a month or so, PreK parents shouldn’t walk in the children.

*Annette advised us that when a visitor enters the building, after the photo ID is checked, that they will call the main office to inform them that a parent is coming up to the office.  Security will expect a phone call back to see if the parents came to the main office and the visitor should then be given a visitor’s pass.  Then the classroom teachers should be called to notify them that a visitor is coming up to the classroom.

*Helene advised that the out of classroom teachers walk students back to the classroom.

*Amy suggested that the PA wear buttons to identify them as members of the PA.

*Security advises that parents drop children off at school early and children shouldn’t be reprimanded for that. 
3.  Review Minutes from Last Meeting
*Yvette and Amy second the minutes.
*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that the electrical outlet boxes that are in the main office by the desks will be placed into the floor for safety purposes.

5.  Garden Update
*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that there has been progress.  There will be a garden meeting next Monday 1/30/12.  The hope is to begin the outdoor kitchen by March.
6.  New data/research study
*There is a new data and research study from Columbia that is involved in gathering data from the children addressing if physical exercise increases performance/thinking.  Random names of students will be pulled to do a published study if they changed their eating habits.  Ms. Kaplinsky advised that this would be done with parent permission only.
7.  Fundraising
*Amy advised us that on Thursday 1/26/12 there will be a Bake Bonanza Snack Sale which will sell baked snacks and water.  It will take place once a month.

*Fees for Events:  Amy advised us that the PA will be cutting back on some of the funds at the sales.  For example, the Spring Hop has been $15.00 and so the PA is thinking about lowering the cost even if there is less at the dance just to make it more affordable for students.  They were also thinking to maybe cut the raffle.  Helene suggested it be discussed with the whole PA board and maybe not to spend so much money on hospitality and gifts.

8.  “Power of the Pen”
Ms. Kaplinsky did write a letter against City Hall to get Marie Marchiano appointed on her general education license, which has hiring freeze.  Ms. Kaplinsky did get the approval to hire her!
9.  SLT Training
*Ms. Allotta advised us that the Spring SLT meeting will be held at 303 and any information on that will be given.
10.  New Business:
*Amy advised us that OLG students for Catholic release time starts at 2:15pm.  Students are often late.  Maybe students that go for Catholic release time should get ready when the Jewish release time students get ready.  Helene expressed concern over the parents that pick these students up.  They pull right in the parking lot to the back doors.  

*Valentines Day Sale/White Elephant Sale 2/14/12

*Snack Sale 1/26/12

*Helene announced that there will be a Dental show in February.

*Book sale was discussed and is up in the air.  Further information will follow as information becomes available.

11. Next meeting 2/13/12

*Ms. Kaplinsky closed the meeting.

