Leadership Minutes

March 12th, 2012

* Joanne Allotta opened the meeting.

*Welcome New Guest:  Morgan (Kitchen classroom teacher)

1.  School Safety Committee (Representative Annette Green)

*No smoking signs were put up around the building because smokers were smoking around the school.  Helene Selter suggested that maybe teachers should be spoken to individually.  Annette advised us that cigarette butts start at the fence and then blow up the stairs.  Ms. Allotta suggested that “Curb Your Dog” signs be placed around the school perimeter as well.  Helene Selter suggested that “No Idling” signs be placed outside the school.  Ms. Allotta advised us that a representative from the local precinct will be present at one of our upcoming meetings, which would be a good time to bring up these issues.

*Annette requested the start and end dates for all after school programs in advance.  

*Yvette Abreu expressed her concern, and that of her UFT Consultation Committee, over the parents’ presence all around Room 111 at dismissal time.  She suggested that maybe the Security Guards keep them in the main lobby so that it’s not so crowded.

2.  Review Minutes from Last Meeting

*Lori Accovelli and Amy second the minutes.

3.  School Surveys

*Ms. Allotta explained to us that 100% response back would be ideal.  The first three classes to return 100% of the parent surveys will have a donut party and a surprise.  All classes with 100% return will have a donut party.  Merrie Levine brought up a question about children whose siblings are in other grades because it’s supposed to be one survey per family.  Helene Selter explained that she went through each class roster today and marked “no survey” on those students who were distributed one for their parents or if a sibling had it.  Ms. Allotta reminded us that if parents were to submit their survey online, then they would have to return their receipt to school so that they may be marked on the list.
4.  SBO
*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us of an option for a professional development day, which we haven’t done yet.  A lot of information has been shared and there is a growing need to turnkey opportunities.  Each teacher this year has two bundles, but next year teachers will be asked to roll out four bundles.  Other things are changing also such as, reading levels and expectations, reading complexity, etc.  The pressure on teachers is intense and there doesn’t seem to be enough hours in a day to get what they need to get done.  Teachers will not get one day per term for PD.  Children will not be in attendance that day.  Ms. Kaplinsky will present this information at the PA meeting to see who is in favor of it.  Then she can put in for the day.  If she puts in for it, it will either be the day after Brooklyn Day or the Thursday after Brooklyn Day.  These dates are, of course, tentative.  The next PA meeting is 3/22/12 and Amy will put it on the agenda.

5.  SLT Vote
*There will be a UFT Early Childhood Conference on Saturday, March 24th, 2012 from 8:30am-2:30pm.  It is $30.00 per teacher and will be funded by the SLT pay.  The deadline to purchase is 3/16/12.  The location of the conference is 52 Broadway, 2nd floor, New York, NY.  Ms. Kaplinsky will advise teachers that there are two slots available.
6.  School Enrollment

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that school enrollment is picking up for the 2012-2013 school year.  Every child, regardless of IEP, etc. must be accepted to their zoned school.  The problem is that they are not funding more teachers.  There will definitely be five kindergartens and five PreK classes, and possible four first grade classes.  There may even be a self-contained class or classes in the building.  Helene advised us that there are approximately 560 students present in the school this year.  Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that there will be over 600 students in our school next year.  She also advised us that furniture and supplies have already been ordered in anticipation for the increased enrollment.

7.  Conservation of Electricity

*Our school wide focus will be on conserving electricity.  Ms. Kaplinsky put in for more air conditioners but was denied due to the huge increase in the electricity bill.  Teachers must be conscious of turning their lights and AC’s off when they are not present in their rooms.
8.  Garden Update
*Morgan (guest) is the new kitchen classroom teacher, which may turn into the cooking teacher.  Her room is 407.  During parent teacher conferences, the garden staff members will be hosting tours for parents.  There will be tastings available and Natasha will have a table in the garden set up at approximately 12:30pm and 5:30pm.  All teachers, staff, and parents are welcome.
9. Memorial for Carol Panzarino
*Merrie Levine was asking for some updates on where we are in the process of the memorial.  She wasn’t sure where we were at but remembers that Nancy Melchiorri was doing it.  More information TBA.
10.  New Business

*3/22/12 John Lyons will be visiting P.S. 216.

*Doreen expressed concern over there being no soap in the bathrooms on the first floor.  This is a health issue.  Ms. Kaplinsky will address this issue.

*Spring pictures are Friday 3/16/12.

*3/22/12 PA meeting.

*3/30/12 Snack sale (which has been doing very well).

*Helene brought up the waste of school snacks, fruits and vegetables, that are being thrown away.  Yvette Abreu advised us that very often the school snacks are spoiled.  .  Helene advised us that students are not to be sent home with the snacks.  Ms. Kaplinsky will follow up with this issue.

11.  Next meeting date:  4/2/12

*Ms. Kaplinsky closed the meeting.

