Leadership Minutes

October 3rd, 2011

*New Members:   Joanne Allotta- Grade 4 teacher and the new chairperson

* Joanne Allotta opened the meeting.

School Safety Committee

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised the concern of double parking, which seems worse in the afternoon.  Helene recommends police presence from the precinct until parents get into the habit of not double parking.  Helene also suggested a letter home to inform parents of this matter and of the forthcoming police presence.  Last week, a parent pulled out and burned rubber which is completely unacceptable near a school zone.  Other parents are late until the school dismissal traffic clears because people cannot get out of their own driveways.  This also seems to be a safety issue for our students who walk home alone that when dismissed walk between cars.  It was also discussed that there are 100 or more children being dismissed out of one dismissal exit and parents are trying to get to their children before teachers, who are in a rush to clock out, send those children to room 111.

*Yolanda advised that there be speed bumps and for the times when a plow truck comes, there should be a “lift plow” sign for the bump.  Helene explained that she will call Dominic Reccia for the speed bump.  

*The school safety plan was submitted and approved.

*Lisa Guarino advised all of us that there has been a series of robberies in the area.  

On one recent case, a woman was beaten badly in the middle of the day on Avenue X and robbed.  

Old Business

*The September 19th, 2011 minutes were approved by Ms. Kaplinsky.
*As part of the committee report, it was advised that we should send a letter home to grades 4 and 5 about wearing uniforms and remind parents that it’s a grade on student report cards.

Parents Association Report

*Helene advised us that there is an issue with toys in the school.  No toys should be brought in and played with unless it’s outside during recess time.  It just seems to cause problems.  Ms. Kaplinsky advised teachers to bring it up at the Grade Tea’s.
Cecile advised the following:

*10/17/11 Parent meeting.
*10/17/11 Fire Department will be coming to school and bringing 50 smoke alarms for parents.
* Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that there will be a Food Drive sometime in the beginning of November.

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that the parent association ran off school-wide copies of all of the running records, stapled them and distributed them, as she expressed special thanks to them. 
*There is a district middle school fair on 10/6/11 at David A. Boody.
*10/19/11 fall and Graduation pictures.

*10/28/11 Halloween bake sale and Box Tops due.

*Cecile is trying to work out whether or not we will be getting pumpkins this year and whether it should be daytime or nighttime.  There is a need for parent involvement.  It’s undecided if there will be a charge or possibly a craft Halloween night.  This will be brought up at the parent meeting.

*No Halloween dance this year.

*10/31/11 Halloween parade.

*Dominic Reccia will have a get together for PA presidents sometime this October and another in the spring.  The dates are TBA.  

*The CEC meeting had a very low turnout at last month’s meeting.

Principal’s Report

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised that the Quality Review is 11/14/11 at a 2-3 day minimum.  Teachers should be aware of the language or lingo that goes along with the CCLS and know what rigor means.

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised that on 10/5/11 from 6-8pm Grade 1 will have their Garden Utensils class.  There will be a camera crew in the building and a website online video.  Tamar, the chef from the summer, will be demonstrating the use of utensils and cooking and will have her published book there.  However, it won’t be for sale at this time.  Every grade will have this opportunity.
*Ms. Kaplinsky advised that she is looking for feedback of the new menu from the new chef.

*Ms. Kaplinsky advised that Ms. Hannah, the secretary for the edible schoolyard, was offered a job at the American Museum of Natural History.  The new secretary goes by the name of Kurt.
*Cecile advised that she wants to have a head start on prom pictures and she wants to book Il Fornetto for 6/19/11.  Ms. Kaplinsky advised that she will look at the calendar even closer.

*6/27/12 is the last day of school.

*Ms. Kaplinsky closed the meeting.
