Leadership Minutes

October 22nd, 2012
* Ms. Allotta opened the meeting.

*Welcome Guest(s):  Mirem V., Garden Manager
1.  Review and Approve Minutes from Last Meeting
*Amy Karnbach and Doreen Roman approved the 
September 24th, 2012 minutes.

*As discussed at the last meeting, some of the committees suggested, such as for the Veterans Day Show, are underway.  Dismissal has been going much smoother.  Lunch forms have been submitted and we are waiting to see if our percentage meeting the Title I quota.  The Kingsbay Y is up and running with anywhere from 30-50 students enrolled and more enrolling as time goes on.

2.  Schools Safety
*Amy Karnbach, the PA president, advised us that members of the Parents Association are now wearing name tags, as requested.  The purpose is so that other members of the school community know why they are allowed access to room 111 and other domains of the building, with no confusion.

*Yvette Abreu will speak to Ms. Kaplinsky about getting PS 216 labels on the visitor passes that must be returned to security or the main office after the visit.  
*Annette Greene reminds us that all visitors’ passes must stop off at the main office before going up to a classroom.  If parents come right up to the classroom, please advise them to go back down to the main office to get a pass.
*Annette Greene brought up that a sign needs to be posted by Exit 2C.  No parent should leave out of that exit.  A parent recently fell down the steps and got hurt because those steps are very steep.

*Helene Selter will be trying to get more security present for the Halloween parade, which takes place on 10/31/12.
3.  Progress Report 2011-2012
*Ms. Allotta addressed our school’s progress report, which was unfortunately a C.  However, notified us and parents that we must be really careful when analyzing the data in terms of how we got that C.  We didn’t go up enough to go up a grade level, but instead we maintained.  The overall score of a C was based on improvement, not proficiency.   The following chart displays our ELA and Math scores for grades 3-5.
	Grade
	ELA
	Math

	3
	53.9% proficient
	66.7% proficient

	4
	75% proficient
	75% proficient

	5
	63.9% proficient
	74.3% proficient


* On a positive note, our school’s science scores were at 96.9% proficient.

*It was suggested a letter go home informing parents of our school’s progress report.  Parents are asking questions and are very confused about the school getting a C.  It was decided that it would be better addressed at the PA meeting.
*Ms. Allotta advised us that AIS for math and reading for younger students is in progress, addressing citywide expectations.

*This years state tests are going to have changes including the number of passages and the number of questions.

*Ms. DiMola, our superintendent, did a walk-through of our school and met with the principal to give some pointers and tips which will be turn-keyed at the faculty conference.  

4.  Garden Update
*Next Monday, October 29th, 2012 at 4pm, construction will begin on the outdoor kitchen.  There will be a construction fence and so we may not be able to use the Ramada.  Paving in the garden will make it wheelchair accessible and a French drain will also be installed.  About a third of the garden will get cut off due to construction and three Asian pear trees will also be moved.  The kitchen will be where the shed is in the garden and we will be using a different entrance to enter the garden.

*On 11/29/12, Domenic Recchia will be present for the groundbreaking for the kitchen.  Also expected to be present is our superintendent, as well as other personnel from the Edible Schoolyard.

5. Veterans day Show
*Ann Pollack is not well and is currently in the hospital.  As we know, she is usually the person who runs and organizes the Veterans Day Show.  This year she will attend but will not be taking on the responsibility of organizing the show.  11/16/12 is the tentative date for the show.  The PA offers any support needed.

6.  New Business
*The pumpkin patch and contest was a success, as children were able to vote on their favorite pumpkin and use social skills to work as a team to decorate their class pumpkin.  The PA worked to address the concerns about the younger students’ participation in school events.  The winning class will receive certificates for cupcakes.  Yvette Abreu notified us that most teachers gave up their preps to work on the pumpkins with the students.
*Box tops are due 10/24/12.

*Announcement will be made to send down chocolate and picture money to room 111.

*Picture Day 10/25/12 at 8am.

*Memorial for Carol Panzarino at 3:15pm.

*Bake sale 10/26/12.

*11/15/12 PA meeting.

*11/30/12 snack sale.

*Amy Karnbach is aware that students have peanut allergies.  For bake/snack sales, there may be a table setup outside the room with pre-packaged goodies to be safe.

*Yvette Abreu suggested not sending as many notices home because it’s a lot to collect and send home.  Maybe double-sided paper would be a better solution.  The PA notified us that they will try to be more conscious of notices going home.
*Ms. Allotta closed the meeting.

The next meeting will be held on November 19th, 2012.
