Leadership Minutes

November 19th, 2012
* Ms. Allotta opened the meeting.

1.  Review and Approve Minutes from Last Meeting
*Lori Accovelli and Doreen Roman approved the October 22nd, 2012 minutes.

*The Veterans Day Show was postponed due to the hurricane and that date is TBA. It may take place in the spring near Memorial Day.
*The chocolate sale ends 11/26/12.

*Picture day was a success.  Class Act, the picture company, lost their Gerritsen Beach office due to Hurricane Sandy.  The retake day will take place but not next week as we originally planned because we will not have our original photos back for review.  The retake day(s) will be announced.

*The memorial for Carol Panzarino took place.

*The PA meeting was cancelled.
2.  Schools Safety
*PS 239 sustained damage due to Hurricane Sandy and were temporarily housed here at PS 216.  Our 600 students combined with their 500 students was surprisingly a success.  Everyone rose to the occasion.
*Ms. Allotta brought up a code blue situation, which was actually more like a medical emergency.  There should be a list of code blue responders up so that everyone knows who those people are that are trained users of the defibrillator.  
3.  After-School ELL Program
*The After-School ELL program will be taking place on Tuesdays and Thursdays for ELL students in grades 1-3.  Depending on enrollment, it may be expanded among the grades.
4.  Garden Update
*The Ground-breaking was scheduled for November 29th, 2012.  It will be postponed and the date is TBA.
5. Cafeteria Day
*Ms. Kaplinsky advised us that Marjorie, who is in charge of the Wellness in the Schools Program, may be coming next week.  She would like to come in Tuesday, November 27th, 2012 and would like the parents present as well to discuss various things.
6.  Dance Teacher
*As we know, the dance teacher left PS 216 without much notice.  Ms. Kaplinsky and Ms. Glazer interviewed a teacher for the dance position, who comes with experience in teaching dance.  They were pleased with the demo lesson but this particular teacher needed paperwork to be done at the Board of Education.  On Wednesday, November 21st, 2012, another teacher will be interviewed for the position.  
7.  New Business

*A workshop is being offered to meet children’s author Jon Scieszka on Friday, November 30th, 2012 from 9am-1pm at Teacher’s College Columbia University.

*Amy Karnbach announced that there will be a snack sale on 11/30/12.

*Amy Karnbach suggested the Holiday Shop be open for students for three consecutive days, from December 5th-December 7th.  She suggested that two grades be assigned per lunch periods so that the children have more time to shop.  We agreed upon the idea.
*Donations for those effected by Hurricane Sandy are of interest.  Maybe a letter can go home school-wide because many are still in need.  Ms. Kaplinsky suggested that donations be tailored to scarves, hats, gloves, and other items that are not particular to sizes.  Donations may even include art supplies, books, holiday gifts, and perhaps gift cards.  The question we were discussing is how these items will be distributed.

*Helene Selter suggested that those students/families in need be identified through the teachers.  

*Rosanna LaFroscia brought up that on behalf of the Social Committee, the staff voted to donate the remaining money in the account to those on staff whose homes and/or cars were damaged by flooding from Hurricane Sandy.  This is instead of having a staff luncheon.  Ms Kaplinsky okayed the idea.

*Lori Accovelli and Amy Karnbach suggested a Toys for Tots drive for the holidays.  More information will be sent home in a school-wide letter.

*PA meeting 1/17/13.

*Amy Karnbach advised us that the PA is looking for a location to have their prom.  They weren’t going to have it at Il Fornetto again because they got rid of their children’s menu.  Helene Selter suggested that they ask the Kingsbay Y if they would donate their location.  Other suggestions included Buckley’s and The Knights of Columbus on Nostrand Avenue.

*Helene Selter suggested that on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, cookies and/or trays of fruit be put out to recognize a time of thanks.  The PA liked the idea and will follow through with it.
8.  Next Meeting Date

*December 10th, 2012.
*Ms. Kaplinsky and Ms. Allotta closed the meeting.

