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Inside the Actor’s Studio:  Mr. Mesisca
Kindergarteners are being introduced to Dramatic Structure as they act out stories, songs, and dances.   They are beginning to study the specific elements of character, setting and plot.  With this unit comes creating the Masks of Drama: Comedy and Tragedy.
First Grade students are focusing on Non-Verbal Communication: communicating without talking, only using their facial expression and body gestures.  First graders have also been introduced to the Masks of Drama: Comedy and Tragedy and will be performing movement activities in which they discover size, shape, and speed.    

Both Grades are working on being great audience members and critics of performance.  When taking your child to see a show, please ask your student about it.  Questions such as: “Who was your favorite character and why? Was this a Comedy or Tragedy? What do you think the actor could have done better?”  These questions will fuel a dialogue with your child that bridges the Theatre classroom and the outside world.
Inside the Artist’s Workshop: Ms. Cavanaugh
In Kindergarten we are exploring the art of collage.  We are learning to use different types of paper, by ripping, tearing or cutting the paper to make our image.  We have been reading Eric Carle books to help us learn more about collage.  Come see some of our collages hanging in the art room!

In first grade we are learning how to sculpt with clay by rolling, twisting, bending, pinching, poking and flattening the clay.  We have looked at bas-relief sculptures and have practiced making 3-D shapes.  We can’t wait to show you what we can sculpt as we get ready to make our finished pieces!
Around the Hallways

In front of the main office there are collograph prints made by the first grade classes.  They chose an image they knew a lot about.  Many of the students were able to use their prints for the cover of their All About Books in writing workshop.
Down the hallway there are group murals made by the kindergarteners and first graders.  The first graders used tempera pint to tell a story and the kindergarten used finger paint in groups of three to create a scene.  For both of these projects we looked at work by Diego Rivera to learn more about murals.  Also you will see more first grade prints as you walk down the hallway.
In front of the studio, six first graders are showcased for their outstanding work in Non-Verbal Communication and Movement.  All students were required to create a short scene to music in which they greeted a loved one, and performed an activity with that person.  The imaginations in the Theatre classroom continue to expand greatly!  Please view this bulletin board.

Outside the Kindergarten rooms in the display cases you will see many of the Kindergarteners salt dough sculptures.  Here is the recipe for salt dough if you want to make your own at home:

1 cup flour

½ cup salt

½ cup water

Mix together.  Sculpt.  Let dry.  Save extras in the refrigerator
PS Art


Four student works were chosen for PS Art.  Their work is being judged against other students from around New York City.  These students received an award from Mrs.Cavanaugh for their amazing art work at the last assembly.  We are fortunate that two of the four students’ work has been chosen to go onto the next round of judging.  We hope Diamond Kendle and Monir Uddin’s work will be chosen to represent our school citywide.  We our proud of everyone’s hard work in the arts.
Outside the Classroom
Grant Avenue Arts Teachers and kindergarten teachers went on a trip to the Metropolitan Museum of art to look at the musical instruments.  The museum is located on 5th Avenue at 82nd St . (Take the 4 train to 86th st )  The MET is open everyday, except Monday for anyone who wants to visit.
