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Message to Families from Rob Sanft 
Chief Executive Officer, Student Enrollment  
 

This Directory includes information that will help you learn about the middle school choice 
process and the options that are available to your child for the 2012-2013 school year.   
 
Over the next few months:  
 Read the Middle School Directory Introduction  
 Review the Directory pages to learn about middle schools in your district  
 Engage your child in a conversation about their school-related interests 
 Think about the type of environment in which your child will thrive 
 Attend open houses, school visits, and middle school fairs 
 Consult with your child’s classroom teacher, parent coordinator and guidance counselor 

 
If you have questions about the application process, please call the Office of Student 
Enrollment at (718) 935-2398 or visit www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/Middle. 
 
Best wishes for success as you move on to middle school. 
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The purpose of this Middle School Directory is to help you learn about the middle school choice process and to 
identify those middle schools that you feel would be the best fit for your child.  This publication contains 
detailed descriptions of each middle school that you and your child can include in your list of choices as part of 
the process – the schools that have a page in this Directory will be listed on the application.  You will also find 
a list of other middle schools and charter schools that conduct a school-based application process for which 
your child may be eligible – these schools will not be listed on the application.  If you are interested in 
learning more about these schools and the individual, school-based process by which students are accepted, 
please contact the school directly for more information.  

Admission to Middle School 
 Students residing in New York City who have met promotional standards from elementary school 

admissions are assured entrance into a New York City public middle school. 

 Each student receives priority to attend a middle school in the district where he or she is zoned to 
attend middle school or in the district where he or she attends a New York City public elementary 
school. 

 When completing the Middle School Choice Application be sure to rank all possible schools for which 
your child is eligible and interested in attending.  Any student who does not receive an offer to attend 
one of the schools ranked on his or her middle school application will receive a placement in either:  (1) 
the district where the student attends public elementary school; or (2) the district to which the student 
is zoned to attend middle school.  

  

 
This Directory contains information about each of the middle schools to which you can apply in the district 
middle school choice process. Here are explanations of the information you will find on each page:   

Eligibility  
In this section, there may be one or more restrictions and/or priorities listed: 

 Restrictions and/or priorities based on the district in which a student attends public elementary school 
and/or the district to which a student is zoned for middle school. 

 Priority to continuing 5th grade students (many schools are K-8 and are considered schools that have 
continuing 5th graders). If you are a 5th grade student who wishes to continue to middle school grades 
in your current school, you must list that school as one of your choices. Continuing students have 
priority to continue to 6th grade. If you do not list your current continuing school as your first choice, 
be sure that you would prefer to attend the school you list first more than your current school.  

Site Accessibility (for Students with Limited Mobility)  
Functionally, Partially, or Not Accessible indicates the extent that students with limited mobility have access to 
the school. For additional information, please see page vi. 

Special Education Services  
This section lists the special education services the school provided in the 2011-2012 school year. Please note 
that the list of services provided in the 2012-2013 school year may change. The services provided will depend 
on the needs of the entering class. For additional information, please see the “Students with Special Needs” 
section on page vii. 

Welcome to the Middle School Choice Process! 
 

Learn About the Directory 
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ELL Programs/Services  
This refers to the available programs for English Language Learners (ELL), including English as a Second 
Language, Bilingual Programs and/or Dual Language Programs. For additional information, please see the 
“Students with Special Needs” section on page viii. 

Total Students (Grades 6-8 only)  
This is the total number of students who were enrolled in grades 6-8 in a school as of October 31, 2010.  
Please note that for some schools, students are also served in lower or higher grades in addition to the middle 
school grades, so the total number of students in the school may be larger than what is listed.  

Grades Served (2011-2012)  
This section lists which grades a school will be serving during the 2011-2012 school year.   

Accountability  
This section lists a school’s Progress Report grade and Quality Review rating for the previous two school years. 
For additional information, please see the “New York City Accountability” section on page xi.    

Important Information  
This section provides additional information about a school including: academic portfolio requirement, 
community service requirement, extended day program, uniform dress code and weekend program. 

About Our School  
This is a brief description submitted by the school that highlights its mission, approach to learning and theme. 

Features  
Here schools may list any special programs, Regents/enrichment classes, and/or languages classes offers. 

Partnerships  
This is a list of corporations, institutions, colleges, universities and other organizations that work 
collaboratively with the school. 

Extracurricular Activities  
These are activities available for student participation, usually before or after school. Activities can include: 
leadership development, clubs, publications, ethnic/cultural activities, annual theatrical productions, sports, 
etc. Note that some schools may not list all opportunities. If you are interested in a specific activity but do not 
see it on the list, contact the school for additional information. 

Program Name and Code  
Often, a school has one program to which eligible students may apply.  However, it is not unusual for schools 
to have more than one program. Each program is listed separately on the application.  The program name and 
code listed on a school’s directory page will correspond to the name and code listed on the application. 

Selection Criteria  
This section includes information, instructions, and requirements that students must know and follow in order 
to apply to a specific school or program.  

2010 Seats and Applicants  
2010 Applicants is the total number of students who applied to a particular program in last year’s Middle 
School Choice process. 2010 Seats is the total number of student offers that were made for that program. 
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Make Informed Decisions 

Attend Fairs and Open Houses 

Middle School Fair 
Information about your Middle School Fair will be available from your Elementary School. At the fair, you will 
have the chance to meet school representatives who can answer questions about the instructional programs, 
student life, parent involvement and support services at their school.  

Open Houses 
Attend open house events and take tours at the middle schools that interest you most. Prior to visiting 
schools, families should prepare a series of questions for school representatives.  We recommend families 
consider their child’s interests, strengths and learning style when assembling their lists. 

For more information about Fairs and Open Houses, visit www.nyc.gov/schools/choicesenrollment/middle 

Consider School Location and Transportation 
You can search for a particular school on the map to see where it is located or you can pick a location (e.g., 
your home) and see which schools are located nearby. 

School Location 
This directory includes a map of your district. A school’s location should be considered when deciding which 
programs to rank on your child’s middle school application. Investigate travel options, including the train and 
bus routes available to your child, and make sure you feel comfortable with the commute your child will be 
taking each day. You can also search for schools in your district by inputting your home address into the search 
bar on the New York City Department of Education website at www.nyc.gov/schools/schoolsearch. Your 
search results can provide subway & bus stops and driving directions. 

Transportation 
The Department of Education offers transportation to students based on specific criteria: 

 Students in sixth grade are provided with free transportation if they live 1 mile or more from school; if 
they live closer than that but more than ½ mile from school, a half-fare MTA bus pass is provided. 

o Free transportation is provided as either a yellow bus or a MetroCard. 
o Students receive yellow busing if (i) their school has bus service, (ii) they live in the same school 

district as their school, and (iii) a bus can pick them up, along with 10 other students, on a route 
of no more than 5 miles. 

 Students in seventh grade and above are provided MetroCards if they live 1-½ miles or more from 
school; if they live closer than that but more than ½ mile from school, a half-fare MTA bus pass is 
provided. 

 Admission to a gifted and talented program or school does not guarantee a student yellow bus 
transportation. Eligibility for yellow bus transportation for students attending gifted and talented 
schools and programs is based on the same criteria that apply to public school general education 
students. The only exception is for students attending one of the three citywide gifted and talented 
schools (PS 334—The Anderson School, NEST + m and TAG School for Young Scholars). Students 
attending one of these three schools may receive busing from outside their school’s district, but they 
must live in Manhattan and all other transportation eligibility rules still apply.  

For more information about student transportation, visit www.nyc.gov/schools/offices/transportation or call 
the Office of Pupil Transportation (OPT) at (718) 392-8855. 

file://52COSE00/_Student%20Enrollment$/CENTRAL/MS%20Admissions/Publications/MSD%202011-2012/FOB/www.nyc.gov/schools/choicesenrollment/middle
file://52COSE00/_Student%20Enrollment$/CENTRAL/MS%20Admissions/Publications/MSD%202011-2012/FOB/www.nyc.gov/schools/schoolsearch
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Students with Special Needs 

Site Accessibility 
It is the policy of the New York City Department of Education to make its middle school programs accessible to 
students with disabilities. All students with disabilities, including students with limited mobility, visual, or 
hearing impairments, should apply to the programs of their choice for which they are eligible, whether or not 
these programs are currently located in an accessible site. Each middle school’s Directory page provides 
information about the accessibility of the school in the “Site Accessibility” section. There are three 
designations provided within the Directory: 

Functionally Accessible means that a student who uses a wheelchair can, without difficulty, enter the building 
and access relevant programs and services, including bathrooms, class-related laboratories, library, 
lunchroom, auditorium, gymnasium, etc. It is expected that limited mobility students who attend these 
schools can receive their full range of programs and services.  

Partially Accessible means that the school is functionally accessible both on the first floor and beyond the first 
floor but not for all relevant spaces and services in the school.  

Not Accessible means that the school does not fall into either of the above-noted accessibility descriptions. If 
an otherwise qualified student with disabilities seeks to participate in a program for which he/she is eligible 
that is not currently located in an accessible site, the Department of Education will take reasonable steps to 
make the program accessible. This may mean making the building accessible, relocating or replicating the 
program, redesigning equipment, assigning staff or providing an alternative to the program or similar services.  

The steps taken for any disabled student shall be designed to provide the student with an equal opportunity to 
obtain the same results, gain the same benefit, and reach the same level of achievement as that provided to 
other students. Parents have the right to appeal any final school placement decision. Parents should work with 
their elementary school guidance staff or parent coordinator to submit an appeal. For additional information 
about accessible schools in the New York City public school system, please refer to the List of Accessible 
Schools, found at www.nyc.gov/schools/Academics/SpecialEducation/ParentResources.  

 

Federal law requires that all programs, when reviewed in their entirety, are accessible. The word “program” in this policy statement means a 
school, program, activity or service. This policy statement is a general summary of applicable law and does not create any additional legal rights 

or obligation. For specific detail, see Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
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Accountability (continued) 

o New York State Accountability 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Adequate Yearly Progress is the minimum level of academic performance 
schools must achieve every year. While some SINI schools have produced good results for many students, they 
have not sufficiently improved achievement for all students. In other cases, schools are included on the SINI 
list when an insufficient number of students participated in state-required tests.  

Schools in Need of Improvement (SINI) Schools that did not meet the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals 
determined by the state to measure achievement levels in:  

 English Language Arts  Science 
 Mathematics  High School Graduation Rates 

 
Action to Improve All SINI schools are required to implement a variety of interventions to help improve their 
instructional programs and management. Through No Child Left Behind, students who have attended a SINI 
school for at least a year, and are not in the final grade of the school, have the opportunity to apply for a 
transfer to a non-SINI school. 
 

Year Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) School Role Parent Role 

Year 1 Fails to make AYP 
School works to 

improve achievement 
Parents can work with school toward 

improvement goals 

Year 2 Fails to make AYP 
School writes an 

improvement plan 
Parents notified about school status 

and Public School Choice option 

Year 3 
Fails to make AYP (Becomes a 

SINI school) 

School works toward 
meeting improvement 

goals 

Public School Choice transfer options 
continue; students can receive 
tutoring through Supplemental 

Educational Services (SES). 
 

For more information about SES,  
please e-mail 

NCLBSES@schools.nyc.gov   

Year 4 Fails to make AYP 

Year 5 
Fails to make AYP 

(Is in need of corrective action) 

Year 6 
Fails to make AYP 

(Is in need of corrective action) 

Year 7 
Fails to make AYP 

(School is under alternative 
governance) 

 
You can find additional information at www.schools.nyc.gov/nclb. If you have any questions or concerns as 
you select a middle school, please speak with your school’s guidance counselor.  Please note: If you are 
matched to a SINI school, you will be expected to attend in September 2012. 
 







 
 

NYC Lab Middle School for Collaborative Studies 
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Contact Information 

Address: 333 West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 

Phone: 212-691-6119 

Fax: 212-691-6219 

Email: mcoston2@schools.nyc.gov 

Website: http://www.nyclabschool.net/ 

Site Accessibility:  Functionally Accessible 

Subway: 2, 3, A, C, E to 14th Street; 1 to 18th Street 

Bus: M10, M11, M20 to 17th Street; M14A, M14D to 8th 
Avenue 

Enrollment 

Eligibility: 
 Open to students and residents of District 2 

Total Students (10/31/2010) 
 562  

Grades Served (2011-2012) 
 6 – 8 

Special Education Services:  
 Integrated Co–Teaching (ICT) 
 Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

ELL Programs/Services:     
 ESL 

Accountability 
 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report A A 

Quality Review 
Underdeveloped 
with Proficient 

Features 
Proficient 

Important Information 
Academic Portfolio Required: No 

Community Service Required:  No 

Extended Day Program Offered: Yes 

Summer Session Offered:  No 

Uniform Dress Code Observed:  No 

Weekend Program Offered:  No 

 

About Our School 

School Theme: Collaboration 
What Students Like Best:  

Our unique community fosters a balance of challenging academics, creative 
expression and personal accountability. 

What Parents Like Best:  
Parents and students love Lab for the way we live out our mission and philosophy. 

Features 

 Special Programs & Initiatives: Computers, Advisory, Peer Leadership, Peer 
Mediation, Student Press Initiative, Math Competitions, Poetry Magazine, Art 

 Language Classes: Spanish 
 Regents Classes: Integrated Algebra 

Partnerships 

 Cultural Institutions: Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), The Frick Collection, 
Whitney Museum of American Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

 Higher Education Institutions: Teachers College Columbia University, Hunter 
College, New York University (NYU), Rockefeller University, Parsons School of 
Design 

 Program Partners: Hudson Guild – Beacon, Friends of the High Line, Fulton Youth 
Development, New York Road Runners 

Extracurricular Activities 

•  Clubs & Activities: Computer Animation, Drama, Math Team, Newspaper, 
Yearbook, Science Olympiad 

•  Co-ed Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Flag Football, Golf, Ping Pong, 
Soccer, Softball, Track & Field, Winter Strength Training/Running

  

Program Name Code Selection Criteria 
2010 
Seats 

2010 
Applicants 

NYC Lab Middle School for Collaborative 
Studies 
     Program Focus:  Humanities 

M312M 
Screened: 
Academic 

•  Diagnostic Test 
•  Writing Sample 
•  Teacher Recommendation 

209 1283 



 
 

School of the Future 
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Contact Information 

Address: 127 East 22nd Street 
New York, NY 10010 

Phone: 212-475-8086 

Fax: 212-475-9273 

Email: 02M413@schools.nyc.gov 

Website: www.sof.edu 

Site Accessibility:  Functionally Accessible 

Subway: 6, N, R, W to 23rd Street 

Bus: M1, M2, M3, M6, M15, M101, M102, M103 to 23rd 
Street; M23 to Park Avenue South or Lexington 
Avenue 

Enrollment 

Eligibility: 
 Open to students and residents of District 2 

Total Students (10/31/2010) 
 288 (Grades 6 – 8 only) 

Grades Served (2011-2012) 
 6 – 12 

Special Education Services:  
 Integrated Co–Teaching (ICT) 
 Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

ELL Programs/Services:     
 ESL 

Accountability 
 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report A B 

Quality Review N/A N/A 

Important Information 
Academic Portfolio Required: No 

Community Service Required:  Yes 

Extended Day Program Offered: Yes 

Summer Session Offered:  No 

Uniform Dress Code Observed:  No 

Weekend Program Offered:  No 

 

About Our School 

School Theme: Analytical Thinking & Research 
What Students Like Best:  

Students like their dynamic, creative teachers and interesting classes. Students also 
like that we know each of them very well and each of them is uniquely challenged.  
We are proactive about the intellectual, social and moral growth of our community 
of students and see ourselves as helping to raise smart and thoughtful teenagers. 

What Parents Like Best:  
Parents appreciate that their children are pushed both in terms of their academics 
and their personal responsibility. They appreciate our small class size and strong 
sense of community. Parents like that we work in collaboration towards their child's 
success. 

Interesting Facts: 
 We are celebrating 21 years of academic excellence. 
 We follow the principles of the Coalition of Essential Schools, including 

personalized learning and teaching students to use their minds well. 
 Our High School students design four (4) year–long research projects and 

present their work to a committee of staff and students.  Our Middle School 
students begin to prepare for this experience in the 6th grade. Students 
frequently use Macbook Pros for research and publishing. 

Features 

 Special Programs & Initiatives: Two (2) Study Abroad Opportunities a Year, 
Broadway Shows through Theatre Development Fund (TDF), Bi–monthly Field 
Trips, Annual School Plays, Competitive Debates, Chorus 

 Enrichment Classes: Visual & Studio Arts (including Animation Workshops), 
Drama, Weekly Electives 

 Language Classes: Spanish 

Partnerships 

 Cultural Institutions: Childrens Museum of the Arts (CMA) 
 Program Partners: Education Alliance, Urban Advantage; Cooperative, Healthy, 

Active, Motivated Positive Students (CHAMPS) 
 Resource Partners: TDF, Gramercy Neighborhood Associates, Apple, Credit 

Suisse 

Extracurricular Activities 

•  Clubs & Activities: Dance, Music, Rock Band, Painting, Martial Arts, Video 
Production, Debate 

•  Co-ed Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, Softball, Tennis, Track & Field

  

Program Name Code Selection Criteria 
2010 
Seats 

2010 
Applicants 

School of the Future 
     Program Focus:  Research 

M413M 
Screened: 
Academic 

•  Essay/Writing Sample 
•  Mock Class/Group Interview 
•  Review of Grades & Test Scores 
•  Teacher Recommendation 

119 713 



 
 

Quest to Learn 
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Contact Information 

Address: 351 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 

Phone: 212-488-3645 

Fax: 212-488-3355 

Email: becomeastudent@q2l.org 

Website: www.Q2L.org 

Site Accessibility:  Partially Accessible 

Subway: 1 to 18th Street; 2, 3, A, C, E to 14th Street; L 
to 8th Avenue 

Bus: M5, M7 to 18th Street; M14A, M14D to 8th Avenue 

Enrollment 

Eligibility: 
 Open to students and residents of District 2 

Total Students (10/31/2010) 
 133 (Grades 6 – 7 only) 

Grades Served (2011-2012) 
 6 – 8 

Expected Grade Configuration: 
 6 – 12 

Special Education Services:  
 Integrated Co–Teaching (ICT) 
 Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

ELL Programs/Services:     
 ESL 

Accountability 
 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report N/A N/A 

Quality Review N/A N/A 

Important Information 
Academic Portfolio Required: No 

Community Service Required:  No 

Extended Day Program Offered: No 

Internship Required: 
8th Grade 

Yes 

Summer Session Offered:  Yes 

Uniform Dress Code Observed:  No 

Weekend Program Offered:  No 

Please Note 

The school is located on the 7th floor 

About Our School 

School Theme: Systems-thinking / 21st Century Skills 
What Students Like Best:  

Students love our 1–to–1 laptop program and game–based learning approach. They 
enjoy their participation in Home Base Advisory and the interdisciplinary "Mission 
and Quest" curriculum. Students look forward to each Boss Level Challenge, where 
they work in teams to solve complex problems. Students enjoy opportunities to 
pursue interests around design and technology, including digital game design, 
programming, digital fashion design, digital photography and animation. 

What Parents Like Best:  
Parents appreciate the personalized attention that children and families receive at 
Quest to Learn (Q2L). They are happy about the smaller class-size and are thrilled 
that their children are excited to come to school. Parents like participating in school 
activities and the Parent Teacher Association (PTA), as well as attending End of 
Trimester Demonstration Days, Boss Level presentations, Q2L Curriculum & 
Assessment Workshops, Digital Citizenship, and our numerous social events. 

Interesting Facts: 
 Our "motion capture lab" allows students to physically interact with digital 

images in a mixed–reality environment. 
 Professional Game Designers, Curriculum Directors, and teachers collaborate in 

creating Missions and Quests that are aligned to the Common Core Standards. 
 Our interdisciplinary domains include: The Way Things Work (integrated Math & 

Science); Being, Space & Place (integrated ELA & Social Studies); Codeworld 
(integrated Math & ELA), Wellness (Physical Education, Health, and Socio–
Emotional learning) and Sports for the Mind (Media Arts). 

Features 

 Special Programs & Initiatives: Daily Advisory, Game Design & Media Arts, 
Digital After–school Program, 8th Grade Internships, Early College Program, 
Annual Overnight Trip, City-Wide Math Olympiad 

 Language Classes: Chinese (Mandarin), French, German, Latin, Spanish 

Partnerships 

 Higher Education Institutions: Parsons the New School for Design 
 Resource Partners: The Institute of Play, Pearson, Pearson Foundation, 

MacArthur Foundation, Intel, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, New Visions for Public Schools, Cisco, iLearnNYC 

Extracurricular Activities 

•  Clubs & Activities: Digital Youth Network After–school Program (Technology & 
Design focus), Student Clubs, Student Government, Peer Mediation, Swimming 
Pool 

•  Co-ed Sports: Baseball, Flag Football, Soccer, Softball

  

Program Name Code Selection Criteria 
2010 
Seats 

2010 
Applicants 

Quest to Learn 
     Program Focus:  Humanities 

M422L 
Limited 
Unscreened 

•  Priority to students who demonstrate interest by signing 
in at one or several of the following events: Information 
Session, School Tour, Open House or Middle School Fair 

106 369 



 
 

Life Sciences Secondary School 
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Contact Information 

Address: 320 East 96th Street 
New York, NY 10128 

Phone: 212-348-1694 

Fax: 212-348-4293 

Email: GStanis@schools.nyc.gov 

Website: www.lifesciencessecondaryschool.org 

Site Accessibility:  Not Accessible 

Subway: 6 to 96th Street 

Bus: M96 to 2nd Avenue; M15 to 96th Street & 1st or 
2nd Avenue; M98, M101, M102, M103 to 96th Street 
& Lexington or 3rd Avenue 

Enrollment 

Eligibility: 
 Open to students and residents of Districts 2 and 4 

Total Students (10/31/2010) 
 126 (Grades 6 – 8 only) 

Grades Served (2011-2012) 
 6 – 12 

Special Education Services:  
 Integrated Co–Teaching (ICT) 
 Special Class 
 Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

ELL Programs/Services:     
 ESL 

Accountability 
 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report B C 

Quality Review Proficient Proficient 

Important Information 
Academic Portfolio Required: No 

Community Service Required:  No 

Extended Day Program Offered: Yes 

Summer Session Offered:  No 

Uniform Dress Code Observed:  Yes 

Weekend Program Offered:  Yes 

Please Note 

This school is located in District 2 

About Our School 

What Students Like Best:  
Our students are exposed to medical professionals through our partnerships with 
Mount Sinai Hospital and the Center for Excellence in Youth Education. This early 
exposure provides our students with insights into the medical profession. 

What Parents Like Best:  
Parents value that our school has a concentration on the sciences. They also 
appreciate that their children have an opportunity to attend our high school, 
providing a seamless curriculum. 

Features 

 Special Programs & Initiatives: Early Med–Doc; Cooperative, Healthy, Active, 
Motivated, Positive Students (CHAMPS);  Model United Nations (UN), National 
Honor Society 

 Regents Classes: Earth Science, Integrated Algebra 

Partnerships 

 Program Partners: Mount Sinai Hospital, Center for Excellence in Youth 
Education, CHAMPS 

Extracurricular Activities 

•  Boys Sports: Basketball, Indoor Track, Outdoor Track, Soccer 

•  Girls Sports: Basketball, Indoor Track, Outdoor Track 
 

 

Program Name Code Selection Criteria 
2010 
Seats 

2010 
Applicants 

Life Sciences Secondary School 
     Program Focus:  Science 

M655S 
Screened: 
Academic 

•  Review of Test Scores 
•  Student Interview 
•  Teacher Recommendation 

71 438 



 
 

Lower Manhattan Community Middle School (M.S. 896) 
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Contact Information 

Address: 26 Broadway 
New York, NY 10004 

Phone: 646-826-8100 

Fax: 646-826-8101 

Email: information@lmc896.org 

Website: www.lmc896.org 

Site Accessibility:  Functionally Accessible 

Subway: J to Broad Street; 2, 3 to Wall Street; R to 
Rector Street; 4, 5 to Bowling Green 

Bus: BXM18, X8, X27, X28, X90 to Beaver Street & 
Broadway; 120, X1, M1, M1L, M6 to Morris Street & 
Broadway; BM1, BM2, BM3 to state Street & Bowling 
Green 

Enrollment 

Eligibility: 
 Open to students and residents of District 2 

Total Students (10/31/2010) 
 243  

Grades Served (2011-2012) 
 6 – 8 

Special Education Services:  
 Integrated Co–Teaching (ICT) 
 Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

ELL Programs/Services:     
 ESL 

Accountability 
 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report A C 

Quality Review N/A N/A 

Important Information 
Academic Portfolio Required: Yes 

Community Service Required:  No 

Extended Day Program Offered: Yes 

Summer Session Offered:  No 

Uniform Dress Code Observed:  No 

Weekend Program Offered:  No 

 

About Our School 

What Students Like Best:  
Our students appreciate the diverse curriculum and individualized attention from 
our teachers and staff.  In our small school environment all students get to know 
each other and all of our staff members.  Through our Morning Meeting program 
our teachers form personal relationships with advisors and fellow students in 
daily, small group meetings. 

What Parents Like Best:  
Parents and families know that they can always talk with a Lower Manhattan 
Community (LMC) staff member if they have questions or concerns.  Our staff is 
available via email and telephone.  Our state of the art facility was newly built in 
2009 and supports a multitude of student programs. 

Interesting Facts: 
 Every student is assigned to an advisor with whom he/she meets in a small 

group setting each morning. 
 Our school hosts monthly “Community Days” in which every child in the school 

participates in a community event field trip / activity. 
 Our building is completely wired for wireless internet. We have SMART Boards 

and document cameras, many laptops and desktop computers for students to 
use in every classroom. 

Features 

 Special Programs & Initiatives: Community Days, Morning Meeting Advisory, 
Overnight Field Trips, Out–lunch, Lockers, Web–based Learning 

 Enrichment Classes: Visual Art Studio, Dance, Drama, Music 
 Regents Classes: Integrated Algebra 

Partnerships 

 Cultural Institutions: National Museum of the American Indian, The Saatchi 
Gallery, Wingspan Arts, Bloomingdale School of Music, Manhattan School of 
Music 

 Higher Education Institutions: New York University (NYU), St. John’s University, 
Pratt University, Bank Street College of Education 

 Program Partners: Urban Advantage, American Youth Table Tennis 
Organization (AYTTO), MATHCOUNTS Foundation, All Kinds of Minds 

 Resource Partners: NYC Leadership Academy, Learning Leaders; America 
Reads/America Counts, Project Eye–to–Eye 

Extracurricular Activities 

•  Clubs & Activities: Dance, Drama, Music, Homework Club, Tech Club, Art Club, 
Photography Club, Cooking Club, Chess Club 

•  Boys Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Fencing, Soccer, Table Tennis, Track & Field, 
Wrestling 

•  Girls Sports: Basketball, Fencing, Soccer, Softball, Table Tennis, Track & Field, 
Wrestling 

 
 

 

Program Name Code Selection Criteria 
2010 
Seats 

2010 
Applicants 

Lower Manhattan Community Middle 
School (M.S. 896) 
     Program Focus:  Humanities 

M896S 
Screened: 
Academic 

•  Group Problem–Solving Task 
•  Review of Grades 
•  Student Interview 
•  Teacher Recommendation 

139 517 
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Citywide Middle School Choice Option 
Please note that the middle school listed below is an additional option to the schools that have pages in this 
Directory.  The below school will appear on the a student’s personalized Middle School Choice Application if 
he or she has submitted a Request for Testing Form (RFT). Students who have not submitted a RFT will not 
have Mark Twain as an option on their applications and will not be considered. 

Mark Twain for the Gifted & Talented (I.S. 239) 

Address: 2401 Neptune Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11224          
District: 21 
Subway: D, F, N, Q to Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue 
Bus: B74 to West 24th Street & Mermaid Avenue 

Phone: 718-266-0814      
Fax: 718-266-1693 
Website: http://is239.schoolwires.com 

Eligibility:  

 Open to New York City residents 

Selection Criteria: Audition  

 

Talent Areas 

Art Athletics 

Creative Writing Dance 

Drama  
Instrumental – 
Strings 

Instrumental – 
Winds 

Math/Computer 

Science Visual Media 

Vocal Music  
 

Request for Testing (RFT) Information:  

 All students interested in applying to Mark Twain for the Gifted & Talented 
must: 

o Submit a Request for Testing (RFT) Form to their elementary school          
(if attending a public elementary school) or the Borough Enrollment Office 
(if attending a non-public elementary school) no later than                    
October 14, 2011.   

o Identify the two (2) talent areas for which they will participate in 
competitive talent exams on the Request for Testing Form.   

 After submitting a Request for Testing, eligible students will receive 
notification of the date for which he or she has been scheduled to take the 
talent exam.   

 Students who have submitted a Request for Testing Form will have the two 
talent programs for which they have requested to be tested included on 
their personalized Middle School Choice Application and must rank Mark 
Twain on their applications to be considered for placement.   

Audition Information: Students will be scheduled for one of these six (6) dates*: 

o Saturday, January 21, 2012  
o Saturday, January 28, 2012  
o Saturday, February 4, 2012 

o Sunday, January 22, 2012 
o Sunday, January 29, 2012 
o Sunday, February 5, 2012 

*Please note that additional dates may be scheduled based on student applicant response 
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Middle Schools with School-Based Application Processes 
Please note that the middle schools listed below are options in addition to the schools that have pages in this Directory.  
The below schools will not appear on the Middle School Choice Application. 

If you are interested in applying to any of the schools listed below, please contact those schools directly for the 
application and any additional admissions information such as Open House dates and Selection Criteria. 

District 2 Middle Schools with School-Based Applications 

M225 – The Ella Baker School 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: K – 8 

317 East  67th Street, New York, NY 10021 
Phone: 212-717-8809  
Fax: 212-717-8807 
http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/02/M225 

M347 – “47” The American Sign Language and English Lower 
School 

Grades Served 2011 – 2012: PK – 8  

225 East 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010 
Phone: 917-326-6609  
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M347 

 

Citywide Middle Schools with School-Based Applications 

 
M012 – Talented and Gifted (TAG) School for Young Scholars 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: K – 8  

240 East 109th Street, New York, NY 10029 
Phone: 212-860-6003  
Fax: 212-876-3782 
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/04/M012 

M334 – The Anderson School (P.S. 334) 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: K – 8  

100 West 77th Street, New York, NY 10024 
Phone: 212-595-7193  
Fax: 212-496-2854 
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/03/M334 

M407 – Institute for Collaborative Education (ICE) 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: 6 – 12  

345 East 15th Street, New York, NY 10003 
Phone: 212-475-7972  
Fax: 212-475-0459 
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M407 

M408 – Professional Performing Arts School (PPAS) 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: 6 – 12  

328 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036 
Phone: 212-247-8652  
Fax: 212-247-7514 
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M408 

M442 – Ballet Tech / NYC Public School for Dance 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: 4 – 12  

890 Broadway, New York, NY 10003 
Phone: 212-254-1803  
Fax: 212-477-5048  
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M442 

M539 – New Explorations into Science, Technology and 
Math School (NEST + m) 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: K – 12  

111 Columbia Street, New York, NY 10002 
Phone: 212-677-5190  
Fax: 212-260-8124 
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/01/M539 

M859 – Special Music School 
Grades Served 2011 – 2012: K – 8 

129 West 67th Street, New York, NY 10023 
Phone: 212-501-3318  
http://www.kaufman-center.org/sms  

http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M225
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M347
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/04/M012
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/03/M334
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M407
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M408
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/02/M442
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/01/M539
http://www.kaufman-center.org/sms
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For students currently attending a public school, 
the information in sections 1 and 2 will be 
automatically pulled from the current school’s 
computer system.   

 When you receive your application, verify 
that the information in sections 1 and 2 is 
correct.   

 If any information needs to be updated, 
contact your elementary school.  Your 
school will make the corrections in their 
computer system.  

 
Section 1 contains all of the information about 
you, the applicant:  name, address, date of 
birth, contact information and other identifying 
information.   
 
Section 2  contains academic information like 
your most recent standardized test scores, 
special needs information, and last year’s 
attendance.   
  
Sections 3 & 4 are for a teacher or other school 
administrator to complete after submitting your 
application. Students and parents should not 
complete these two sections. 

 

Sample Middle School Choice Application 
New York City public elementary school students who attend or reside in a district with a middle school choice 
application will be receiving a personalized application from their current school in November.  This application will 
contain identifying information as well as the middle school choices for which each student is eligible.   

Students not currently enrolled in a New York City Public School will need to request an application for the district in 
which they reside from their local Borough Enrollment Office.  The information will not be personalized and the schools 
for which the student is eligible will not be listed.   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Section 5 will list all of the middle schools for which a student is eligible.  This is where you indicate which 
schools/programs you are interested in attending.  After you review this directory and attend fairs and other school 
events, you will rank the schools for which you are eligible in priority order on your application.   

 Write a “1” next to the school you want to attend most; a “2” next to your second choice and so on until you 
have ranked all of the schools for which you are eligible and interested in attending. 

 You can rank all of the schools listed on your application. 

2011-2012 APPLICATION FOR  
ADMISSION TO MIDDLE SCHOOL 


