
 

 

Facilitator comments: 

This is an end of unit Social Studies task for secondary schools.  It is adapted from QTEL Social Studies 
series.  
 
Background: This particular unit is entitled “Are Laws Silent in Times of War?”  It illustrates ways in 
which secondary school social studies educators can draw upon a Supreme Court decision (Korematsu v. 
United States [1944]) as a case study that creates opportunities for students to revisit and deepen their 
understanding of critical components of the US Constitution.  Students engage in an in-depth analysis of 
an individual Supreme Court case illuminating larger themes in the study of government and U.S. 
history, such as the relationship between the powers of the federal government and civil liberties during 
wartime and the role of the citizen in the face of an unjust law. 
 
Key texts for the unit: 

 Yamada, M. (1998) Camp notes and other writings 

 Okita, D (2003) In response to executive order 9066: All Americans of Japanese descent must 
report to relocation centers. 

 Wong, N. (2000)Can’t Tell 

 Dellums, R. (2000)The Total Community. In L. Inada, & E. Rivero (Eds.) Only what we could carry: 
The Japanese American internment experience. Berkeley, CA: Heyday Books 

 Takei, S. (1985) Arrest.  

 Fournier, E.P. (2000) Of civil wrongs and rights: the Fred Korematsu story (video) 
 
1. According to the end of unit task, what should have been explicitly taught? (Elicit from the 
participants) 

 To teach how to describe 

 To teach how to explain 

 To teach how to use references 

 To teach how to inference 



 To teach how to cite evidence 

 To teach how to interpret text 

 To teach how to evaluate text 

 To teach how to summarize 

 To teach how to trace (follow in chronological order) 

 Knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, the case of Korematsu v. United States, the background of 
WWII  

 
2. Please look at the observation checklist of the tool (there are 3 elements with indicators to each 
element). Choose one or two appropriate indicators and practice giving feedback on the unit task with a 
partner in your group. 


