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Role of the Public Health Nurse/School Health  Nurse

Job Goals


Under the supervision of the Supervising Nurse/Supervising Public Health Nurse (SH/SPHN) functions as a health care provider.  Acting as a member of a health team, the Public Health Nurse/School Health Nurse (PHN/SHN) uses the nursing process to assess, plan, implement and evaluate the health needs of students.  The PHN/SHN is responsible for case identification and for promoting an optimal level of wellness for students.  The New York State Nurse Practice Act and the policies of the Office of School Health (OSH) are the professional standards adhered to in carrying out the duties of the Public Health Nurse.

Duties and Responsibilities


Duties and responsibilities include but will not be limited to:

1. Coordinates the activities of the health staff in each school to ensure that every student has a documented new admission examination, a current medical record and to see that other mandated services are provided.

2. Engages in case-finding, referral and case management activities in conjunction with the school health team and the community providers.

3. Implements the OSH standardized tracking system for the follow-up of student referrals. Monitors compliance with health care plans at appropriate intervals.

4. Directs health staff in managing the delivery of first aid.

5. Follows the OSH communicable disease control procedures, informs and advises administration and/or parents regarding school exclusion and readmission. Implements steps recommended to prevent further outbreak.

6. Collaborates with school personnel in the development and implementation of case management plans to meet the health needs of students.

7. Develops individualized health care plans with specific goals, objectives and interventions for the student with special health needs and/or chronic health problems. 

8. Advocates for the student and family in matters pertaining to health assessment and need.  Serves as a liaison between the medical provider, community groups, the school, and the staff regarding student health concerns.

9. Assesses environmental conditions that may prove hazardous to student health and makes recommendations to appropriate administrators.
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10. Reports suspected physical abuse, sexual abuse and neglect of children as mandated by law.

11. Conducts teacher-nurse conferences to identify student health problems and provides an opportunity to clarify or reinforce specific recommendations requested by health providers.

12. Responsible for planning and monitoring physician and PNA/PA medical sessions in schools.

13. Serves as resource person to school and community regarding health issues.

14. Provides information to families on health practices including nutrition.  Conducts outreach activities for Medicaid-eligible children and families to access Early and Periodic, Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) program.

15. Provides on-going health education programs to student, parents and school staff.

16. Provides in-service training to health staff on current health issues.

17. Prepares monthly reports to be used by nursing supervisors for program evaluation and on-going needs assessment.

