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BRAHAM LINCOLN was born on February 12, 1809
in a one-room log cabin in Kentucky.
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.{ ,.m Abraham and his older sister Sarah helped in the
‘u* ""‘--' house and on the farm. When they were not needed at
home, they walked two miles to school and two miles

w A,t‘\}::, back.
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When Abraham was nine his mother died. A year
later his father married Sarah Bush Johnston, a widow
with three children. Abraham’s new stepmother was
good to Abraham. He called her “my angel mother.”
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#uivin Abraham loved books. Sometimes he walked many

" miles to borrow one. When he plowed the fields he often
 stopped to read.

~ In 1830, when Abraham was twenty-one, his famﬂy

moved to ‘I]lmois Abraham helped his father plant corn

and build a fence and a new house.
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In New Orleans Abraham saw a slave market for the
first time. Black slaves in chains were being sold like cat-
tle. Seeing that done to people made Abraham misera-
ble. He never forgot what he saw.




Abraham took a steamboat up the river to New Salem,
[llinois where he worked as a clerk in a general store. He
was twenty-two years old. Abraham laughed, told jokes
and stories and loved to talk about politics. People liked
him.
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Abraham ran for public office many times. He served
in the Illinois legislature. For two years he was also a
member of the United States House of Representatives.
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In Springfield Abraham fell in love with Mary Todd.
She was lively and smart. They were married in 1842.
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They had four sons, Robert, Edward, William and

Thomas.










When Abraham Lincoln became president there were
more than three million black slaves in the southern
states. Voters in the South were not happy to have a
president who hated slavery.




Soon after Abraham Lincoln was elected president
eleven southern states withdrew from the United States.
They formed their own government, the Confederate
States of America.




between the North and South, the Civil War, began.
Abraham Lincoln led the war to keep the country
united.
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In 1863 Lincoln spoke at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
His speech became known as the Gettysburg Address.
He said our government “of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”




In 1864 the North won some important battles. Later
that year Abraham Lincoln was re-elected president.




On April 9, 1865 the war ended. The South surren-

dered to the North. The war had lasted four years. Many
had died.




Flve days later, on the evemng of Apnl 14 Abraham
and Mary Lincoln were at the theater. One hour after the
play began there was a shot. John Wilkes Booth, an actor
who favored the South, had shot the president. Lincoln
died the next day.
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1809
1818
1842
1847-1849
1858
1860
1861

1863

1865

1865

IMPORTANT DATES

Born on February 12 in Kentucky.

Nancy Hanks Lincoln, Abraham’s mother, died.
Married Mary Todd on November 4.

Served as a member of the United States House
of Representatives.

Debated Senator Stephen A. Douglas in a losing
campaign for United States Senate.

Elected the sixteenth president of the United
States.

The first shots of the Civil War fired on April 12
at Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

Issued Emancipation Proclamation on January 1
and delivered Gettysburg Address on
November 19.

Confederate forces surrendered on April 9.

Civil War ended.

President Abraham Lincoln shot on April 14.
He died the next day.
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