
EVALUATION SERVICES:  
Assessing School Climate To Understand “What’s Working?” Build Community And 

To Create Evidence Based Action Plans 
 

The Center for Social and Emotional Education (CSEE) works with K-12 schools in two 
primary ways (for details see: www.csee.net):  (1) Creating a climate for learning or 
systemically working to create safe, caring, responsive and participatory schools and 
homes; and,  (2) Teaching students to become more socially and emotionally as well as 
academic competent.  
 
CSEE’s evaluation services include a scientifically sound, comprehensive school climate 
assessment: The Comprehensive School Climate Inventory (CSCI). The CSCI is one of 
two scientifically sound school climate assessment tools that recognize (a) student 
(elementary, middle and high school), parent and school personnel “voice” as well as (b) 
virtually all of the dimensions that practitioners and researchers believe color and shape 
school climate (safety, expectations for student achievement, quality of instruction, 
communication and collaboration, school-home-community relations). The CSCI takes 
15 to 20 minutes to complete and results in a detailed narrative and numerical report (see 
www.csee.net/csci for examples). CSCI findings are confidential and will not be shared 
publicly. The CSCI findings can be used in a number of ways: 

 To understand your schools current strengths and challenges. School 
improvement plans are ideally based on a valid understanding of the schools 
strengths and challenges. 

 Building an authentic learning community. CSCI findings, for example, may 
reveal important discrepancies between parents and/or students and/or school 
staff. One fairly common finding, for example, is that the adults may view social 
bullying as a much small problem than students. This finding has created rich 
opportunities for the adults to learn from students as well as for the school 
community to “dig deeper” and become more of an authentic learning 
community.  

 Creating meaningful partnerships with parents. The CSCI provides data about 
parental experience of school life. These findings can be used to create a platform 
for a meaningful dialogue and collaborative planning with parents. 

 Creating evidence-based action plans. A primary purpose of the CSCI is to 
support school leadership teams developing an evidence-based action plan to 
address problems and promote student’s academic achievement and healthy 
development. 

 
Contact Information:     
Contact name: Laura Shapiro, Ph.D. – Director of Education     
Organization: Center for Social and Emotional Education    
Address: 1841 Broadway, Suite 713, and New York, New York 10023; Phone #: (212) 
707-8799; Fax#: (212) 957-6616; E-mail:  lshapiro@csee.net Web site: 
 



 
Comprehensive 
School Climate 

Inventory (CSC):  
Stage One 

(Team of three: initial consultation 
with Principal; survey preparation, 
data analysis, report preparation; 
guidelines for Stage II work) 
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CSCI  
“Stage Two”  
Consultations 

One to four preparation/ 
consultation days: Meeting with 
leadership team and others (3 to 4 
hour meeting) to further 
collaborative/community (a) data 
analysis; (b) reflection; (c) 
prioritizing goals; and, (d) evidence-
based action planning. 
(preparation/travel – 3 to 4 hours) 
(See Appendix C for details) 

 $1,500 per 
meeting/$6,000 

for four 
consultation 

days 

n/a  5 

Social, Emotional 
& Academic 
Education 

Consultations 

Social, Emotional and Academic 
Education Program Implementation 
(e.g. developing school safety plans; 
anti-bullying efforts; infusing social 
emotional learning into existing 
academic curriculum; conflict 
resolution; classroom management) 

$1,500 per 
meeting n/a 5 
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