
 1

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF 13 

EDUCATION - DIVISION OF 14 

PORTFOLIO PLANNING 15 

Co-location of SCN Bronx 3 at X146 16 

12/17/12 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 2

[START RECORDING] 1 

MR. TIMOTHY BAYER:  And welcome.  Just a 2 

brief reminder before - - that there is a 3 

speaker sign in sheet.  So, if you want to 4 

speak, you'll be - - next 15 minutes - - just 5 

speaking so we can - - sign-in sheet is outside 6 

in the main hall.  So once again, this is the 7 

Joint Committee - - hearing of the Department of 8 

Education - - Council and school - - 15 co-9 

location of the new public charter school, 10 

Success Academy Charter School - - with 11 

assistant of the school 146, Edward - - and the 12 

- - next 146 beginning in 2013-2014 school year.  13 

I am committee school district 80-10 to today. 14 

We are - - Community Education Council and 15 

school leadership team and - - X146 to 16 

participate in destroying our - - I am joined 17 

here tonight by Principal of - - 146, Ms. Gendo 18 

- - Liz Anne Schutz [phonetic] - - from the 19 

school district team of public school 146 - - 20 

Continuing Education Council, as well as Liz 21 

Gendo of - - New York - - please note that this 22 

hearing is being recorded.  The purpose of this 23 

hearing is for you to provide - - before our 24 

ascribed proposal.  Once again - - all those who 25 
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wish to speak must sign up in the speaker sign 1 

up area located - - just outside the auditorium.  2 

The sign up list will close in 15 minutes.  3 

Speakers will be given in the order they signed 4 

up.  All clients will be limited to two minutes.  5 

There may be - - that arrive at different times 6 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak, 7 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 8 

first opportune moment.  Those who are here - - 9 

and have signed in will be asked to speak first.  10 

All clients will be measured in the analysis of 11 

- - to the Department of Education - - that will 12 

be scheduled February 6, 2012.  In addition, we 13 

welcome any comments and feedback you may have 14 

at any time before the - - closes.  The email 15 

address - - to the committee are 16 

D08PROPOSALS@schools.nyc.gov .  And you may call 17 

212-374-5159.  212-374-5159.  The proposal 18 

starts.  The New York City Department of 19 

Education, or the DOE, is proposing to co-20 

location kindergarten through second grade of a 21 

new public charter school, Success Academy 22 

Charter School from Bronx 3 at building X146, 23 

located at 968 Cauldwell Avenue, Bronx, New 24 

York, 10456, in community school district eight 25 
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beginning in 2012, 2013, 2014.  Success Academy 1 

- - will be co-location with PS146 in the Bronx 2 

but is only going - - kindergarten through - - 3 

grades, and add a pre-kindergarten program.  4 

Success Academy Bronx 3 will serve kindergarten 5 

through fifth grade.  However, this proposal - - 6 

of Success Academy Bronx 3's kindergarten 7 

through second grades.  Success Academy Charter 8 

School is a - - organization that currently 9 

operates 12 of the - - charter schools in New 10 

York City.  Success Academy Charter School has 11 

been authorized by the state University of New 12 

York to offer a - - schools, starting in 2013-13 

2014 school year.  Before Success Academy 14 

Charter Schools elementary schools that receive 15 

approximately - - 2010-2011 school year all 16 

receive an overall rating of an A.  If this 17 

proposal is approved, Success Academy Bronx 3 18 

will be serving a total of 140 to 180 19 

kindergarten through first grade students in 20 

2013 and 2014 and - - PS146.  In 2014 and 2015, 21 

Success Academy Bronx 3 will then - - second 22 

grade and serve 195 to 213 in kindergarten 23 

through second grade.  In 2015, 2016, and 24 

beyond, Success Academy Bronx 3 is projected to 25 
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serve approximately 210 to 270 kindergarten 1 

through second grade students in X146.  The 2 

Department of Education will consider all long-3 

term options to accommodate the kids of the city 4 

of grades three through five.  Any such 5 

proposals will be subject to separate 6 

educational - - the school - - application 7 

process, with preference given to district eight 8 

residents and - - the education - - according to 9 

the 2010-2011 enrollment capacity utilization - 10 

- X146 has a capacity to serve 630 students.  If 11 

this proposal is approved, the building will 12 

serve approximately 676 to 796 students and have 13 

a utilization rate of 107 to 126% in 2015, 2016, 14 

when Success Academy Bronx 3 has - - the second 15 

grade and meets its long-term objective 16 

enrollment in those grades.  As discussed - - 17 

anything attached - - while anticipated 18 

utilization - - of 100%, all schools will 19 

receive - - that meets their instructional needs 20 

and - - PS146 and kindergarten through second 21 

grade of Bronx Success Academy 3.  In - - 2011-22 

2012 school years, grades kindergarten through 23 

second grade of Success Academy Charter School 24 

Bronx 2, SAN Bronx 2, will co-locate to PS146 25 
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and building X146.  Therefore, the Department 1 

of Education anticipates that the site will be a 2 

good fit for the Success Academy Bronx 3 as the 3 

PS146 community is accustomed - - with SACS 4 

schools.  In sum, the Department of Education 5 

supports the co-location of grades kindergarten 6 

through second grade of Bronx Success Academy, 7 

Bronx 3, in building X146 in order to continue 8 

to provide - - high quality educational 9 

opportunities for all students - - although this 10 

proposal has already been - - by the Department 11 

of Education policy - - this hearing - - 12 

feedback on the proposed co-location of Bronx 3 13 

with PS146.  As such, this - - will also serve 14 

as its facility's hearing.  There is a - - 15 

representative from The State University of New 16 

York in attendance.  If you’ve got any questions 17 

or comments on either charter itself, Liz Gendo 18 

from the State University of New York will now 19 

tell you how to submit those questions and 20 

comments.  21 

MS. LIZ GENDO:  Good evening.  My name is 22 

Liz Gendo.  I am the program - - charter schools 23 

two, and here's my - - on how - - State 24 

University of New York - - we are discussing 25 
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today.  That means - - create a school.  My 1 

organization, the City Charter Schools and - - 2 

as the school gets older - - the right to remain 3 

- - today I will focus on where the school will 4 

be located.  Education law requires me to hold a 5 

hearing any time a public school - - an existing 6 

public school building.  I'm here tonight to 7 

secure comments about the proposal to co-8 

location grades K to 2 of Success Academy 9 

Charter School - - X146 beginning in the fall of 10 

2013.  Please note that in order - - of the 11 

school has requested to - - to change its name 12 

from Success Academy Charter School Manhattan 3 13 

to Success Academy Charter School Bronx 3, and 14 

to change the proposal from - - from Manhattan 15 

to the Bronx.  That - - the proposal in 16 

consideration - - the trustees.  - - now at the 17 

same time the other school - - so we don’t ask 18 

our committee members to attend two - - we want 19 

to ensure we have the opportunity to hear as 20 

many parents, teachers, school leaders, and 21 

members of the community as we can.  I do want 22 

to note that - - regarding school - - space.  I 23 

will be taking notes on the comments.  In 24 

addition, you can give me any brief comments you 25 
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may have with you.  You can email comments to 1 

Charters@SUNY.edu.  You can mail comments to 41 2 

- - suite - - Albany, New York, 12207 - - or fax 3 

comments to 518-427-6510.  - - with me tonight 4 

and then - - SUNY will accept comments through 5 

December 28, 2012.  We've set this - - in order 6 

to provide - - Department of Education - - 7 

school location will be discussed.  That - - 8 

part of our conversation - - you'd like to share 9 

with us, we will have time to do so.  SUNY will 10 

- - after the proposal - - for coming out and 11 

leaving us your comments tonight.  We appreciate 12 

you taking the time to be here. 13 

MR. BAYER:  I just want to make a 14 

correction.  The Panel for Educational Policy 15 

will be voting on that this week, December 20th, 16 

at the High School for Fashion Industries.  I 17 

want to repeat, this co-location that we're 18 

meeting for tonight will be voted on by the 19 

Panel for Educational Policy on Thursday, 20 

December 20th, at the High School for Fashion 21 

Industries.  At this time, I'm going to 22 

introduce Ms. Janice Anderson, the principal of 23 

public school 146.  Ms. Anderson: 24 

MS. JANICE ANDERSON:  Good evening 25 
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everybody.  Thank you for allowing us to - - on 1 

this subject.  - - that I can - - principal for 2 

our school, which affects the way I'm going to - 3 

- United States - - which requires that - - if 4 

we are - - with the school, we - - if you look 5 

upon one of the proposals, we'd be maximizing or 6 

over maximizing - - I can see - - last year - - 7 

increasing numbers it needed to - - I had to 8 

shut down - - extended time because I didn’t 9 

have the room - - which is how much - - is 10 

evaluated by test scores and - - to be 11 

successful, not because - - just be successful - 12 

- my concern is not about - - my concern is that 13 

we are sacrificing - - children for another 14 

school to come in.  That is our - - I have lived 15 

for the past six years, from the high school 16 

first, to a charter school to - - to now a 17 

charter school coming back - - our space is 18 

limited, it not only affects our children - - 19 

business as usual - - my feelings are that our 20 

children are successful - - the school is 21 

affected.  So that is my concern, is that it 22 

will encroach on our children's - - to expand - 23 

- to successful students.  Thank you. 24 

MR. BAYER:  Our next speaker will be Razza 25 
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Alemeyda, the PTA club president at public 1 

school 146. 2 

MS. RAZZA ALEMEYDA:  Good evening.  Just a 3 

few - - for the past six years - - high school, 4 

that took a lot of - - after that - - charter 5 

schools - - but we don’t - - our sixth year at - 6 

- if we did - - it's not fair to our business 7 

community or to our - - I came - - the first 8 

floor.  This - - is very sad.  Our 250 parents 9 

here - - Dr. Gidden - - in our school.  We need 10 

our building to ourselves.  We need our kids to 11 

enjoy the gym to - - you can't do that with a 12 

school - - very dedicated volunteer at our 13 

school for about six years, and I've seen 14 

everything that's been going on, good and bad.  15 

I won't stand by - - for us to have this school 16 

here.  - - that school is already here.  Nobody 17 

can tell me it's not - - it's there.  Just give 18 

us a chance to live and - - we have - - prepaid.  19 

We've got a wait list from last year so - - 20 

you’ve got half - - join their school.  Let 146 21 

live for once.  It's our first time in six years 22 

we have our space, our roof, our house to 23 

ourselves.  Give us a break.  Go somewhere eels.  24 

No, we don’t want a charter school here, never 25 
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did.  It's scary to see what's happening to 1 

our community - - and it's not right.  And 2 

that's all I want to talk about. 3 

MR. BAYER:  We have now concluded the formal 4 

presentations, and we will now open the floor 5 

for all public comments.  Speakers will be given 6 

the floor in the order that they signed up, and 7 

all comments will be limited to two minutes.  8 

And to assist you with time management, we have 9 

someone from the Department of Education, Ms. 10 

Davis, who will coordinate the time.  Our first 11 

speaker is Kim Artis. 12 

MS. KIM ARTIS:  I had a chance for a few 13 

minutes to read the proposal.  I'm disgusted 14 

that our public children do not have the 15 

opportunity to enjoy a school - - programs that 16 

would help them.  This is not just about - - 17 

opportunity to make it.  With the charter school 18 

coming into our school, what is going to happen 19 

is our school - - more crowded.  Right now, it's 20 

crowded.  This is how the children - - the 21 

teacher cannot give proper attention to a child 22 

if she has - - children - - the charter school 23 

and it takes up like almost more than half than 24 

the amount of children that this school can 25 
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actually hold, what is happening long-term is 1 

- - and then the charter school - - same funds 2 

that public schools use and - - our public 3 

schools.  And we know charter school have - - 4 

right, we know as parents - - in charter schools 5 

they don’t.  So if we - - all public schools are 6 

going to be phased out - - charter schools, and 7 

if the parents are - - where are the students 8 

going to go - - schools?  So - - is we are 9 

leading a school for rejects.  And the child is 10 

- - reject - - so therefore, I feel that the 11 

charter school is - - home schools because there 12 

is - - so instead of - - create your own school 13 

for the children - - they have charter school 14 

and they have public schools.  That’s it, thank 15 

you. 16 

MR. BAYER:  Sean Kelsnick. 17 

MR. SEAN KELSNICK:  Good evening, I was 18 

about to say charter school sucks - - I know - - 19 

charter school teaching.  And they don’t - - 20 

charter school teaching.  My child, I have - - 21 

right now, when the charter school is here - - 22 

too early.  You're losing too many - - there's 23 

no space - - for the charter school here.  24 

Doesn't matter that - - there's no space for the 25 
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charter school to take up - - I guess when I 1 

say - - charter school - - currently - - the 2 

school.  If the charter school - - okay?  The 3 

school has started - - the charter school?  4 

None.  So I just want to say charter school, no 5 

good to charter school, and the classroom they - 6 

- classroom for 39 to 27.  How - - how are they 7 

to learn and - - thank you. 8 

MR. BAYER:  Our next speaker is Amy 9 

Grundell.  Amy?  Leonard - -  10 

MR. LEONARD:  Good afternoon everyone.  11 

First, I think nothing personal, but they - - 12 

Manhattan - - I'm just saying if the students 13 

from the charter school come in, like - - said 14 

that's less attention - - should have to suffer, 15 

which really that's what will happen.  They're 16 

going to suffer because - - everything that they 17 

fully can get out of school if all the time is 18 

being cut short from the gymnasium to my kid 19 

going to school - - eating breakfast.  Besides 20 

the problems - - there's a lot of children 21 

that's in here now.  So if you bring in much 22 

more, it's going to really start to take a toll 23 

on the gym, on the cafeteria, and - - you know - 24 

- enough funds to build a school just for the 25 
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charter school, as opposed to coming here and 1 

- - it's not - - as it is, you know what I'm 2 

saying?  Like Long Island, Staten Island, and 3 

other schools.  I just feel like let my kids get 4 

what they can get - - and the more children that 5 

come in here - - and I'm not for the charter 6 

school.  And I'm talking about from the time 7 

they had these big high schoolers walking around 8 

- - that was part of - - 146 for the children.  9 

Thank you. 10 

MR. BAYER:  You want to say anything?  Our 11 

next speaker is Razza Alemeyda, PTA president. 12 

MS. ALEMEYDA:  - - I know that - - the space 13 

is critical, even for the afterschool program - 14 

- teach tennis - - charter school - - dismissal 15 

will have a party.  When they want the kids to 16 

come to the auditorium to watch a movie or - - 17 

you can't, because the charter school will be 18 

here performing - - the charter school and up to 19 

us.  When it's going to be for us?  We've got to 20 

care for us.  When - - for us.  We have to do 21 

things for PS146.  No high school or charter 22 

school or anything - - that I see, besides - - 23 

okay.  We need other things.  We need our space.  24 

I just want you charter school people to know we 25 
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- - no to charter school, yes to PS146, 1 

community - - we don’t want a charter school 2 

here.  Thank you. 3 

MR. BAYER:  Our next speaker will be Yvette 4 

Johnson. 5 

MS. YVETTE JOHNSON:  Good evening everyone.  6 

I'd like to start off by saying that we're not 7 

against charter schools in regards to what they 8 

have to offer to school, we're just against a 9 

charter school being here in this building.  10 

There's so many Catholic schools that the 11 

archdiocese is closing down.  I don’t understand 12 

why charter schools can't go and rent out the 13 

space from them.  That building - - you wouldn’t 14 

have to worry about - - you can start your 15 

school from - - or high school or whatever.  16 

I've been in this building I would say for over 17 

15 years - - didn’t I start it as a parent - - 18 

10 years ago?  When we had - - come in here, 19 

that was a major issue, and it started - - but 20 

it did affect us.  Then - - and a charter school 21 

came in.  They wanted extra - - and they got it.  22 

That affected us some more.  When Success 23 

Academy came in, they wanted more classrooms and 24 

they got it.  That caused our school to have to 25 
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combine our classrooms, eliminate certain 1 

spaces from the teachers - - from the parents, 2 

and from the students.  The charter school came 3 

in and - - and they wanted an entire third 4 

floor, except for two or three rooms.  Now - - 5 

says - - wants to come and more than likely 6 

they're going to take over the whole third 7 

floor.  And I don’t see that that's fair.  I 8 

don’t understand how you have a decision to be 9 

here - - don’t want to be in the  - - to come to 10 

PS146.  I mean I understand why you want to be 11 

here - - nice and clean.  But I don’t think this 12 

school is for you.  This school is for the 13 

community of - - Trinity, Cauldwell - - 166-165-14 

163.  When we had a charter school here last 15 

year, it affected not only the inside of the 16 

building, but it also affected the outside of 17 

the building in regards to parking, teachers not 18 

being able to get inside this building - - 19 

teachers not getting in the building because 20 

they have to wait for parents of the charter 21 

school to move their cars so that they can park.  22 

It's going to affect the bathrooms in regards to 23 

our students because our students now - - other 24 

grades.  That's not - - it's not a safe 25 
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environment for our students.  So I say to - - 1 

or to SUNY, or whoever the powers that maybe 2 

that's going to make this decision today, just 3 

find your own building.  Talk to the 4 

archdiocese.  Go to that courthouse over there 5 

on 161st Street, it's been abandoned for years, 6 

okay?  Thank you. 7 

MR. BAYER:  Our next speaker will be Astella 8 

Costillo.  Astella Costillo?  Alanda Williams. 9 

MS. ALANDA WILLIAMS:  Good evening - - take 10 

too much of your time.  I'm a parent here at the 11 

school.  I've been in the neighborhood for about 12 

five years - - to PS146 to stop - - my child is 13 

learning and she's getting - - classrooms as 14 

well.  My concern here today is how - - every 15 

child needs to learn, and every child needs an 16 

opportunity to learn.  I had - - charter school.  17 

My question is why here?  Like Ms. Johnson 18 

pointed out and another parent pointed out, you 19 

have an opportunity to go to Manhattan, go to 20 

Manhattan.  I know you want to come here, it's a 21 

nice school, it's clean, it's neat, kids are 22 

learning.  But what's fair is fair.  You - - 23 

number one they - - teachers, they don’t - - 24 

more kids than they already have - - no, so this 25 
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is - - it's bad enough the kids don’t get the 1 

attention - - that they need - - so therefore 2 

you shouldn’t - - the students to handle the - - 3 

even though I see the teachers have assistants - 4 

- too much students and not enough teachers to 5 

care for them, they're not going to be getting 6 

the education that they need.  That's number 7 

one.  Number two is okay you do something, how 8 

do you - - when they come here, what are we 9 

getting out of it?  What are they getting out of 10 

it?  It's not fair to them.  If they're going to 11 

come here - - either, do you understand what I'm 12 

saying?  So if we can get charter school - - 13 

we've got to think of the long-term, what they 14 

can learn, would they get something out of it, 15 

and will the other people be happy - - then why 16 

would you come?  That's all I can say.  And 17 

everybody needs an opportunity to learn, 18 

everybody needs a chance.  - - other kids away 19 

but - - and then I - - let them cough up their 20 

money - - pay to have a charter school, so don’t 21 

come - - because we really don’t have it.  So be 22 

fair - - kids to learn, be fair to the kids - - 23 

to learn - - you know, so - - I'm glad we're 24 

having this meeting so you can see the - - 25 
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alright thank you so much.  Everyone have a 1 

happy holiday, happy Hanukkah, merry Christmas, 2 

and a happy new year.  Thank you so much, bye-3 

bye. 4 

MR. BAYER:  So - - one more time, Amy 5 

Grundell. 6 

MS. AMY GRUNDELL:  Good evening everyone, my 7 

name is Amy Grundell.  I'm a special 8 

representative with the United Federation of 9 

Teachers, and I'm here - - district 10 

representative for the Bronx - - public hearing 11 

regarding a co-location.  It's a very disturbing 12 

occurrence.  As we know, co-locations cause 13 

great division in our neighborhoods where the 14 

Department of Ed seems to get to - - schools 15 

into buildings, so we know that a school for 16 

many years has been co-located with charter 17 

schools, and this is the first year that they 18 

have a school in its entirety to use for the 19 

education of their students.  They’ve been able 20 

to have the fifth grade have a bathroom of their 21 

own on their floor.  They’ve been needing to 22 

expand their services that they provide to 23 

students of this school.  They're able to 24 

implement special education reform and - - not 25 
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been able to do when they had limited space.  1 

And now Department of Ed decides to give that 2 

extra space away because of some efficiency 3 

model - - however that's defined.  Clearly it's 4 

not defined by people who actually educate 5 

students because we know there's lots of ways to 6 

use space in school, and we're very concerned 7 

with them taking space away from public school 8 

students in the city to give space away; space 9 

that in business models needs to be able to be 10 

utilized by others - - educational model, 11 

there's very - - ways that extra space can be 12 

utilized.  And this school is utilizing that 13 

space in a variety of ways, and they are - - 14 

seeing positive results of that space, and they 15 

have additional plans.  So I think it's been 16 

said - - by other speakers, if people want to 17 

open a charter school, let them rent space.  18 

They don’t have to take space for free from 19 

other public school students.  So we are here to 20 

take a stand not against school choice, but 21 

against a policy that's destructive to 22 

communities and to public school students 23 

overall.  And we ask that this school be allowed 24 

to utilize the space they have and not have to 25 
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give away space to meet the needs of expanding 1 

charter school network that has a particular 2 

agenda.  So we stand for school and this 3 

school's community desire to maintain its over - 4 

- this year, and allow this school to succeed.  5 

Thank you. 6 

MS. ALEMEYDA:  Sir, sir, I just want to say 7 

to the panel too, if you over crowd, then there 8 

will be fights going on with the other kids.  9 

It's not good. 10 

MR. BAYER:  Astella Costillo - - that person 11 

want to speak? 12 

MS. ALEMEYDA:  I'll take a turn - -  13 

MR. BAYER:  - - the speaker wasn't announced 14 

- - we welcome any comments and feedback they 15 

have any time before the Panel for Education 16 

Policy votes on this proposal this Thursday, 17 

December 20th, at the High School for Fashion 18 

Industries.  Email address and phone number 19 

where comments may be made are - - 20 

D08PROPOSALS@schools.nyc.gov .  District 08 21 

proposals at schools.nyc.gov.  Or you may call 22 

212-374-5159.  That phone number again is 212-23 

374-5159.  I want to thank all of you here this 24 

evening for your participation.  This joint 25 
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hearing is now closed.  Have a good evening.  1 

[END RECORDING] 2 
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C E R T I F I C A T E  1 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 2 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 3 

best of my ability. 4 
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