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3DEAR LADY LIBERTY

 

NAME  (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)                                                                    AGE

ADDRESS                                                                                                              APT. NO.  

 CITY                                                                 STATE                                          ZIP CODE

SCHOOL                                            TEACHER’S NAME                                    BOROUGH

PHONE—DAYTIME                                     PHONE—EVENING                   E-MAIL ADDRESS

Hey kids! You could win a trip to the statue’s crown on July 4!

later than 5:01 p.m. EST on June 23, 2009

Check here if you don’t wish to receive offers from the 
Daily News and its promotional partners.

ENTER HERE!
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void where prohibited.  Subject to all laws.  Open to New York City residents between the ages of 8 and 15.  Sweepstakes begins at 12:01 AM EST 
on June 7, 2009 and ends at 5:01 PM EST on June 23, 2009. To enter, complete entry form provided or write your name, address, age, daytime and evening phone on 
a piece of paper or index card and send your completed entry via 1st class mail in a #10 envelope to Dear Lady Liberty Contest, P.O. Box 3307, GPO, New York, NY 
10116 along with an essay (no more than 200 of words) on why you think Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty are important. Entries must be received no later 
than 5:01 p.m. EST on June 23, 2009. Limit: Only one (1) entry per person and per outer mailing envelope. Grand Prize (5): The opportunity for winner and a guest to go inside 
the Statue of Liberty’s crown on July 4, 2009 (Approximate Retail Value (“ARV”) of each Grand Prize: $24).  ARV of all prizes to be awarded (5): $120. Odds of winning are based 
on the number of eligible entries received. For complete rules and eligibility requirements, stop by or write to Offi cial Rules, Daily News Dear Lady Liberty Contest, at address below. 
Sweepstakes sponsor: Daily News, L.P., 450 West 33rd Street, New York, NY 10001.

T
he Daily News has teamed up 
with the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and the National Park 
Service to create a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for fi ve 

New York City kids between the ages 
of 8 and 15.

One child from each borough will 
be among the fi rst people to climb to 
the crown of the Statue of Liberty as 
it reopens to the public for the fi rst 
time in almost eight years on July 4.

To have the chance to literally be 
a part of history, kids must write 
a brief essay — no more than 200 

words —  on the lined sheet below 
about why the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island are important to them. 
Then fi ll out the entry form below 
and submit it to the Daily News.

U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Ken Salazar will select the winning 
essays. “Lady Liberty and Ellis Island 
have a special place in my heart 
because they both tell such important 
stories about our country,” Salazar 
said. “I want future generations to be 
able to enjoy these crown jewels of 
America. This essay contest is a great 
way to highlight the importance of 

both these national treasures.”
“The Daily News is thrilled to 

be able to give this chance to the 
children of New York,” said Martin 
Dunn, deputy publisher and editor 
in chief of the Daily News. “The 
News has led the call to see the 
Statue of Liberty reopened, and we 
salute the Obama administration for 
again making this national treasure 
accessible to the people of the city 
and the world.”

Winning entries will be reprinted 
in the Daily News and online at 
NYDailyNews.com.

Ellis Island

To learn more about the Statue of 
Liberty, Ellis Island, and other 
National Parks of NY Harbor, 

go to www.nps.gov/npnh.
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FAR FROM ‘DELUSIONAL’
BY FRANK ISOLA

DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

LOS ANGELES — He’s delusion-
al.

Those are the words Larry
Brown once used to describe
Trevor Ariza, back in 2006 when
the Knicks were at their dysfunc-
tional peak. Brown and Isiah Tho-
mas weren’t talking. Stephon
Marbury, at the time Thomas’
locker-room confidant, was at
war with the head coach.

Ariza? He was Thomas’ first
draft pick as Knicks president, a
raw second-year forward with tal-
ent who needed time to blossom.
Instead, he became an innocent
bystander caught in the cross-
fire of the Brown-Thomas feud.
His crime was wondering aloud
why he was no longer in the rota-
tion, which led to the infamous
“he’s delusional” line.

Brown tweaked Thomas by in-
sulting Ariza.

“That was tough,” Ariza says.
“Hey, everybody is entitled to
think what they want to think.
He said I was delusional. When
you’re young and in the NBA, it
makes you grow up fast.”

That wild season in New York
seems like a lifetime ago for Ari-
za, whose career has taken a sig-
nificant turn for the better. Ariza
is the starting small forward for a
Lakers team that is three wins
away from an NBA champion-
ship.

Ariza has become the type of
lock-down defender the Knicks
envisioned when they selected
him with the 43rd pick of the
2004 draft. In the Lakers’ 100-75
Game 1 victory on Thursday, Ari-
za held Magic forward Hedo
Turkoglu to three field goals. In
the Western Conference finals,
Ariza secured two wins over Den-
ver with late-game steals.

But Ariza is far from being a
one-dimensional player. With the

Lakers, he’s become a viable scor-
ing option, thanks to a subtle
threat from Kobe Bryant two
years ago. The message was sim-
ple: either take an open shot or
take a seat on the bench.

“Over the summer I sent him a
workout plan, and he got in the
gym every day and worked on
his shot,” Bryant said. “He has a
team that believes in him. When
he first got here, no one knew
that he had a good stroke be-
cause he wasn’t allowed to shoot.
We always had to tell him, ‘if
you’re open, you’ve got to take a
shot.’ I think it was refreshing for
him to play with that type of free-
dom.”

Bryant’s ability to draw defend-
ers gives his teammates plenty of
open looks — and Ariza has be-
come an option the 2008 NBA
MVP trusts. Ariza is averaging
11 points and is shooting 50%
from three-point range in the
playoffs, putting him third
among players with 20 or more
attempts beyond the arc in the
postseason.

“For a lot of people in the
league, this is a young guy who
came out early (from UCLA) and
bounced around from New York

to Orlando, had some issues ear-
ly with injures and playing time,”
says Lakers coach Phil Jackson.
“Here he is now as a starter
that’s a solid performer. We think
of him as a night-in, night-out
performer for us.”

The 6-8 Ariza was 18 years old
when the Knicks drafted him on
the advice of former scout Gerald
Madkins, who had recruited Ari-
za to UCLA. Jeff Nix and Bren-
dan Suhr, the Knicks’ former
scouting directors, sold Thomas
on the idea that Ariza, who had
spent only one year in college,
was worth the risk.

“Trevor was a kid when he
came to us, but we really thought
we had something,” Suhr said.
“At first, he was a grab and reach
defender. He was just a great ath-
lete. But once he got some experi-
ence, Trevor became a big time
defensive player. I’m thrilled for
him.”

Ariza appreciates Thomas for
drafting him and is indebted to
the former Knicks president for
trading him in 2006, not long af-
ter Brown called him delusional
three times in one interview.

“I wasn’t going to play in New
York,” Ariza said. “By trading me
to Orlando, I got a chance to
play.”

The decision to trade Ariza
and Penny Hardaway’s expiring
contract for Steve Francis proved
to be disastrous for obvious rea-
sons. The Knicks took on a max
contract and gave away a young
player.

And now, the one-time delu-
sional Knick has a fan in Brown.
During a preseason game in San
Diego last October, Brown ap-
proached Ariza and offered
words of support.

“He told me I was playing well
and that he was proud of me,”
Ariza says. “I don’t hold grudges
or anything like that, but it was
definitely nice to hear him say
that.”

Ex-Knick Ariza a rising star for Lakers

Trevor Ariza, once called ‘delusional’ by then-Knicks coach Larry Brown,
finds happiness and title shot in Los Angeles. Photo by Getty

BY JULIAN GARCIA
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

IF WALKING AROUND the mall without
getting bothered too much is an accurate
way to gauge it, then Devin Harris’ life has
not changed that dramatically since he
made his first All-Star Game appearance
this past season. He says he can do all the
shopping he wants without being ha-
rassed too much by autograph seekers.

But Harris seems to have taken over for
Vince Carter as the centerpiece of the
Nets’ marketing plans. Yesterday, Harris
was at the grand opening of a Dunkin’ Do-
nuts in Hackensack, signing autographs
and chatting with fans for a couple of
hours. He will also be making several ES-
PN-related appearances this week.

And now that Harris has been an All-
Star, his opinion on team-related matters
also carries more weight. Keep that in
mind if the Nets take a point guard in the
June 25 draft. Harris said finding a player
who can fill in for him and his backup,
Keyon Dooling, would be a good way for
the Nets to go when they pick at No. 11.

“It takes a lot of pressure off us, a guy
who can spare some minutes here and
there,” Harris said. “So over the course of
the season we don’t wear down as much.”

Durability at point guard was an issue
for the Nets this past season. Because of
injuries, Harris missed 13 games. Dooling
missed just five games but underwent hip
surgery a few weeks ago. He is expected
to be ready by the start of training camp.

There are numerous talented guards in
this year’s draft, although some of them
may fit better at Carter’s shooting guard
position than at the point. The Nets also
need and are interested in a small for-
ward.

Still, Harris believes drafting a point
guard would make sense because he and
Dooling are often on the court at the same
time. In fact, Harris said, going with a line-
up like that more next season, with Carter
playing small forward, has been “talked
about” by players and coach Lawrence
Frank and team president Rod Thorn.
Frank went with Harris and Dooling in the
backcourt and Carter at small forward to-
ward the end of the season and the Nets
thrived. The Nets also used Carter at point

guard frequently, but they would rather
stay away from that as much as possible
since he’s such a scoring threat.

“We don’t want Vince playing (point
guard, shooting guard and small forward),
so a guy who can take some of that pres-
sure off of Vince bringing the ball up so he
can do what he does would make sense
for us,” said Harris.

As for his new role as perhaps the most
marketable player on the team, Harris
said that’s one of the perks of his new-
found fame that he enjoys.

“Spending time out there in the commu-
nity and getting my name out there and
my foundation (34 Ways to Assist) and my
causes, that’s something I’m always hap-
py to do,” said Harris.

NBA FINALS
Lakers lead series, 1-0

Tonight: Lakers 100, Magic 75
Tonight: Magic at Lakers, 8 p.m.
Tuesday: Lakers at Magic, 9 p.m.
June 11: Lakers at Magic, 9 p.m.
June 14: Lakers at Magic, 8 p.m.*
June 16: Magic at Lakers, 9 p.m.*
June 18: Magic at Lakers, 9 p.m.*
All games on Ch. 7
*-if necessary

NBA

Harris makes point on Nets’ draft plans
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