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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. ELAINE GORMAN:  Good evening.  I'm 2 

Elaine Gorman, I'm Senior Superintendent for the 3 

Division of Portfolio.  And I'll be acting as 4 

your facilitator for this joint public hearing 5 

of the Department of Education, Community 6 

Education Council and the School Leadership 7 

Teams of Manhattan Academy for Arts and 8 

Language, Murray Hill Academy and Unity Center 9 

for Urban Technologies to discuss the proposed 10 

co-location  of high school grades for Success 11 

Academy Charter School for Harlem 1, Harlem 2, 12 

Harlem 3, Harlem 4 and Success Academy Charter 13 

Harlem 5 with existing schools in Manhattan 14 

Academy for Arts and Language, Murray Hill 15 

Academy and the Unity Center for Urban 16 

Technologies in school building M620 beginning 17 

in the 2014-2015 school year.  And the proposed 18 

temporary co-location of the eighth grade of the 19 

Success Academy Harlem 1 in building M620 for 20 

2015-2016 school years and eighth grades of 21 

Success Academy Charter School Harlem 2, Harlem 22 

3 and Harlem 4 in building 620 in 2015-2016 23 

school years with again the existing schools in 24 

Manhattan Academy for Arts and Language, Murray 25 
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Hill Academy and the Unity Center for Urban 1 

Technologies. 2 

Tonight's proceedings will be recorded and 3 

transcribed.  Before we begin the hearing 4 

officially we ask that anyone who wishes to 5 

speak during the public comment portion of the 6 

evening, sign up at the table right outside the 7 

auditorium.  It is now 6:05 and sign up will end 8 

at 6:15.  Only people who have signed up this 9 

evening will be able to participate in public 10 

comment.  All Panel participants were asked to 11 

be here no later than 5:30 and we see our last 12 

DAIS [phonetic] member Paola De Kock from CCHS 13 

joining us now, so we now have a full DIAS.   14 

We want to be respectful of everybody's time 15 

there may be elected officials who arrive at 16 

different times throughout the evening.  If they 17 

wish to speak and they aren't here at the time 18 

that we have electives speak we will do our best 19 

to accommodate them at the first opportune 20 

moment.  Those who are here at the start of the 21 

public comment segment will be asked to speak 22 

after the DAIS.  We also have a separate student 23 

list for current students in the building and 24 

when we get to the public comment the students 25 
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will speak first so they can get home and do 1 

their homework.  I also want to remind people 2 

that public hearings are an opportunity for 3 

diverse points of view and we honor that, we 4 

respect that and we respect each other's point 5 

of view so we ask that we listen carefully to 6 

what everyone is saying and remind you that 7 

applause actually takes away from the time that 8 

a speaker has because they only get their 2 9 

minutes.  So if you agree you might want to hold 10 

a hand up and if you disagree you cross hands on 11 

your chest, sort of like they do in younger 12 

grades just to express their point of view 13 

without taking time away from speakers. 14 

Tonight's format--officially we are now 15 

beginning, it is 6:07.  Tonight's format will 16 

include a presentation of the proposal and 17 

presentation by the hearing participants 18 

followed by public comment.  Speakers who have 19 

already signed up at the table in the lobby will 20 

go first, if you have not signed up you have 21 

approximately 8 minutes remaining.  Public 22 

comments can be no longer than 2 minutes in 23 

order to provide everybody the opportunity to 24 

speak and so those that signed up last don't end 25 
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up leaving before it's there time to speak.  1 

That's one reason we honor the 2 minutes 2 

explicitly.  The speakers will be told when they 3 

have 30 seconds left so they know they can 4 

finish up their most important points.  There 5 

will be a time keeper right here, seated in 6 

front of the microphone and they will let you 7 

know when you have time.  We will call up 8 

speakers to sit up in the front row in groups of 9 

five to seven.  So when your numbers are called 10 

please come to the front.  I want to apologize 11 

in advance for any mispronunciation of the 12 

names.   13 

I would now like to introduce the Panel 14 

that's been assembled this evening for the joint 15 

public hearing.  To my right is Adam Ward, he's 16 

an SLT member from Murray Hill.  Next to him is 17 

our President of CCHS Paola De Kock.  Sitting 18 

next to her we have Michael Markowitz, Paola 19 

will actually tell you how to pronounce your 20 

name correctly when it's her turn to speak.  21 

Michael Markowitz who's the representative from 22 

CEC2, the Community Education Council 2.  Next 23 

to him on his left is Elizabeth Genco who is 24 

representing SUNY, she'll introduce herself a 25 
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little bit more after the reading of the 1 

proposal.  And sitting next to me on my right 2 

and to Elizabeth's left is Marisol Bradbury, the 3 

high school Superintendent for District 2. 4 

We are expecting some electeds, are there 5 

any electeds in the room right now that I could 6 

recognize?  When they come in we will allow them 7 

to speak at the time.  I also want to recognize 8 

that we have the principals from Unity, Murray 9 

Hill and MAAL here and so I do want to thank 10 

them for their time as well as our District UFT 11 

rep Alice O'Neil.  12 

I'd now like to turn the program over to our 13 

Chancellor's designee, Marisol Bradbury, 14 

Superintendent of District 2 high schools who 15 

will present the proposal in its entirety 16 

without interruption.   17 

MS. MARISOL BRADBURY:  Good evening.  M620 18 

is located at 111 East 33rd Street, New York, 19 

New York 10016 in District 2.  If this proposal 20 

is approved, Success Academy, Manhattan High 21 

School will be co-located with the following 22 

schools: Manhattan Academy for Arts and Language 23 

and Murray Hill Academy.  Both existing high 24 

school serving students in grades nine through 25 
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eleven.  Both schools are in the process of 1 

phasing in to serve students in grades nine 2 

through twelve and will reach full scale next 3 

year.  Success Academy Manhattan High School 4 

will also be co-located with Unity Center for 5 

Urban Technologies, an existing high school that 6 

serves students in grades nine through twelve.  7 

Norman Thomas High School will complete its 8 

phase out and close in June 2014.  So it will 9 

not be in building M620 when this proposal 10 

begins.   11 

The proposed co-location of Success Academy 12 

Manhattan High School is not expected to impact 13 

the admissions, enrollment or educational 14 

options of students currently attending Norman 15 

Thomas High School, Manhattan Academy, Murray 16 

Hill or Unity.  There will be sufficient 17 

instructional space in M620 to co-locate Success 18 

Academy Manhattan High School in addition to the 19 

schools in M620.  Schools that are co-located 20 

often share large common and specialty rooms in 21 

the building, including but limited to the 22 

cafeteria, the auditorium or the gymnasium.  23 

Specific decisions regarding the shared 24 

spaces will be made by the Building Council and 25 
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assisting with principals from all co-located 1 

schools in conjunction with DOE office of space 2 

planning.  A shared space committee will also 3 

meet a minimum of 4 times a year and report back 4 

to the Building Council. 5 

Success Academy Charter Schools NYC has been 6 

approved by a charter authorization at the State 7 

University Trustees or SUNY to operate five 8 

public charter schools.  Success Academy Harlem 9 

1, Success Academy Harlem 2, Success Academy 10 

Harlem 3, Success Academy Harlem 4 and Success 11 

Academy Harlem 5.  SUNY has authorized Success 12 

Academy New York City to offer ninth grade in 13 

2014-2015 contingent upon renewal of Success 14 

Academy Harlem 1's charter.  Expiring on June 15 

30th, 2015, Success Academy New York City 16 

intends to serve a full span of high school 17 

grades.  Although this proposal has not yet been 18 

approved by the Panel for Educational Policy, 19 

SUNY is required to hold a facilities hearings 20 

to receive feedback on the proposed co-location 21 

of Success Academy Manhattan High School with 22 

Manhattan Academy for Arts and Language, Murray 23 

Hill and Unity.  As such this joint public 24 

hearing will also serve as a facilities hearing.  25 



 9 

There is a representative from SUNY in 1 

attendance.  If you have any questions or 2 

comments on the charter itself Elizabeth Genco 3 

of SUNY will now tell you how to submit those 4 

questions and comments.  Elizabeth. 5 

MS. ELIZABETH GENCO:  Good evening.  My name 6 

is Elizabeth Genco and I'm the Director of 7 

Charter School Information at the SUNY Charter 8 

Schools Institute.  I'm here tonight to hold a 9 

hearing on behalf of the Board of Trustees of 10 

the State University of New York or SUNY.  11 

Education law requires SUNY to hold a public 12 

hearing anytime one of the schools it authorizes 13 

may open in an existing public school building.  14 

I'm here tonight to listen to comments about the 15 

proposal to locate grades eight through twelve 16 

of Success Academy Harlem 1 in the fall of 2014 17 

and grade eight of Success Harlem 2, Success 18 

Harlem 3 and Success Harlem 4 in the fall of 19 

2015 in part of building M620 located at 111 20 

East 33rd Street, Manhattan, New York 10016 in 21 

Community School District 2.  22 

SUNY is holding its hearing now at the same 23 

time as the DOE is holding its joint public 24 

hearing so that we don't have to ask parents and 25 
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community members to attend two different 1 

hearings on the same topic.  I will be taking 2 

notes on the comments made this evening and in 3 

addition you can give me any written comments 4 

that you have with you, you can email comments 5 

to charters@suny.edu, you can mail comments to 6 

our headquarters at 41 State Street, Suite 700, 7 

Albany, New York 12207, or fax comments to 518-8 

427-6510.  I have extra copies of our notices 9 

which are posted at the back of the auditorium 10 

with all of our contact information.  We will be 11 

accepting comments through June 26th, which is 12 

five business days after the meeting of the 13 

Panel for Educational Policy where this co-14 

location will be considered.  Thank you in 15 

advance for your comments tonight. 16 

MS. GORMAN:  I also want to tell you that if 17 

you were not previously notified, this 18 

particular proposal will take place at the June 19 

PEP meeting.  Comments that aren't made tonight 20 

can be sent by email to 21 

D02propsals@schools.nyc.gov or through phone 22 

number 212-374-3466.  I will repeat that again 23 

at the end.  And that hearing is June 19th at 24 

715 Ocean Terrace, Staten Island.  The PEP 25 
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meetings travel around the city and that one 1 

happens to be in Staten Island.   2 

At this time I want to notify you that 3 

public comment sign ups is now complete.  And 4 

our next speaker will be Michael Markowitz from 5 

CEC2. 6 

MR. MICHAEL MARKOWITZ:  Good evening.  Thank 7 

you all for coming, thank you for the kind 8 

introduction.  I'll try to be brief even though 9 

it's against my DNA.  The Community Education 10 

Council nominally only has purview over 11 

elementary and middle schools, so we're 12 

nominally here because the original state law 13 

didn't recognize high schools as separate 14 

community councils per say.  But I'm glad 15 

Paola's been on the case all along.  With that 16 

being said I would like to share with you that 17 

the CEC is already on record about our position 18 

with respect to charter schools, if not this 19 

specific.  CEC2 resolution number 54, against 20 

co-location of Success Academy charter schools 21 

with District 2 schools.  Resolution number 57, 22 

amending the state education law to give 23 

Community Education Councils authority to 24 

approve school co-location and phase out 25 
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proposals.  I see you in the back.  Resolution 1 

number 58, moratorium on charter applications in 2 

District 2.  And last, I need a little help 3 

reading this one I'm getting old, Resolution 4 

number 51 for inspection and replacement of PCBs 5 

in schools.  We actually had a conversation at 6 

one of our meeting about accelerating PCB 7 

removal.  And as a civil engineer myself and 8 

somebody who thinks I'm looking out for the 9 

health benefits of kids, it gulled me that there 10 

are schools in this city where some of the 11 

programs in this school are having their PCBs 12 

remediated before others.  That to me is just an 13 

egregious example of separate isn't equal.   14 

And very last just wanted to read you a 15 

quote from Norman Thomas because we're meeting 16 

in his building named after him.  I'm not the 17 

champion of lost causes but the champion of 18 

causes not yet won.  Thank you, I look forward 19 

to hearing from all of you. 20 

MS. PAOLA DE KOCK:  Good evening.  I'm Paola 21 

De Kock.  I'm the public advocate's appointee to 22 

the citywide council of high schools and I'm the 23 

President of the council.  And what's really the 24 

issue here we all know is basically real estate 25 
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grab, just in case the next Mayor is not as 1 

friendly to charter school interests they're 2 

going ahead and warehousing space for this 3 

charter school.  We've seen it in other schools 4 

and we know it will happen, it will be approved 5 

so it's a - - of complete.  But all the same we 6 

always show up and we always go on record 7 

protesting this invasion by public space by 8 

private interest, this giveaway of public space 9 

to private interest.  The justification for 10 

this, I've read so many educational impact 11 

statements they're all the same, is--and I'm 12 

going to read from it, the proposal is intended 13 

to increase the number of high quality high 14 

school seats and options in Manhattan.  Well 15 

that's really nice because as I read the 16 

educational impact statements it seems that--17 

it's nice.  High quality high school seats we 18 

really like that, we need them, because the DOE 19 

is not always capable of creating them as we've 20 

seen from the schools that they create and then 21 

close.  And then they've done a really good job 22 

ruining some perfectly good schools such as 23 

Norman Thomas once was. 24 

But being as it may the interesting thing is 25 
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that these seats do not appear to be available 1 

to many people in Manhattan in fact because if 2 

you read the educational impact systems they 3 

seem to be available only to students who are 4 

enrolled in charter--in Success Academy middle 5 

schools.  Maybe they'll come up with a different 6 

idea later but at the moment reading the 7 

educational impact statements those are the only 8 

people who will benefit.  And that's also 9 

interesting because when people say charter 10 

schools are public schools, they're really 11 

public schools in a very special way.  They're 12 

public school because we pay for them but they 13 

have their own little rules and of course 14 

admissions would be one of them.  At least for 15 

high school you might have heard in the news 16 

that high schools have been forced to take 17 

students that did not in fact apply, did not 18 

fulfill the criteria for application, there was 19 

just a story on channel 7 tonight, those schools 20 

are forced to take students that they did not 21 

select, that did not rank.  Apparently charter 22 

schools are not subject to that process.  And I 23 

think what I found interesting was the one point 24 

reportedly Eva Moskowitz was asked why she 25 
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didn't create high schools because she wanted 1 

to start fresh and just progress her own 2 

children through the process.  This is an option 3 

that public schools do not have, I want you to 4 

understand. 5 

Now we're also told that--and I'm going to 6 

read again because it applies to all the 7 

schools.  The proposed co-location of Success 8 

Academy Manhattan High School is not expected to 9 

impact the educational options for students 10 

currently attending any of the other schools and 11 

the DOE does not anticipate that the proposal 12 

will impact the continuation of partnerships, 13 

special programs, extracurricular activities and 14 

athletics or the school's abilities to offer 15 

extracurricular activities based on student 16 

interest, whatever resources and staff support 17 

for those programs.  However—however, I always 18 

like that word, I see it in these educational 19 

impact statements quite a bit.  However the co-20 

location may change the way those programs are 21 

configured.  For example some activities may 22 

need to share classroom space or the scheduling 23 

of these activities may change as a result of 24 

greater demands on the available space during or 25 
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after school hours.  Well there you have it.  1 

It will not change but it may change and we all 2 

know that they will change because we know that 3 

co-locations in general do diminish the 4 

opportunities, especially at the high school 5 

level where there's need for space that is not 6 

classroom space.  For clubs, for counseling, for 7 

extracurricular activities, etcetera, and also 8 

for gym and sports, etcetera.  We know that co-9 

locations in themselves do in fact the 10 

extracurricular options and the quality of the 11 

space available to students.  But we know that 12 

from experience elsewhere that it is 13 

particularly a problem when a charter school 14 

moves in because they hog all the good space.  15 

And we just know this because it has been 16 

repeated over and over again. 17 

Now at one of the last co-location hearings 18 

I was at they had a whole bunch of people from 19 

Success Academy, the elementary school that's 20 

co-located in the Brandeis building.  And they 21 

came up and with tears in their eyes 22 

practically, they said oh we love this school, 23 

there's no problem, there really is no problem, 24 

we share, there's no problem sharing.  Of course 25 
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there was nobody from the high school, from 1 

the public school, coming up and say we see no 2 

problem.   3 

But I just want to close with this little 4 

vignette.  There's a woman you know who 5 

testified that it's really good, we share, it's 6 

lovely, my kid looks up at those high schoolers.  7 

Do you know why they're looking up at those high 8 

schoolers because they're stuck on the second 9 

floor, they cannot use the yard anymore.  Thank 10 

you. 11 

MR. ADAM WARD:  Hi, I'm Adam Ward from 12 

Murray Hill Academy.  I'm really just here 13 

representing the interest of Murray Hill Academy 14 

as the SLT Chairperson and also the UFT Chapter 15 

Leader. 16 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.  That concludes our 17 

DAIS speakers.  We are expecting Councilmember 18 

Rosie Mendez and when she arrives at the first 19 

opportune moment we will give her the 20 

opportunity to speak.  At this time we will 21 

start our public comment.  A reminder that you 22 

have two minutes and at the 30 seconds we will 23 

signal you so you realize that you can conclude.  24 

We have one speaker Maria who we are giving 25 
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extra time to, she is going to present her 1 

comment both in English and in Spanish.   2 

So at this time I'd like to call forward the 3 

first seven speakers from the student list to 4 

sit in the front row.  That's Lizette, Maria, 5 

Daniella, Joan, Andres, Antonio and Elaine De La 6 

Cruz.  The first seven, please come forward.  7 

Those speakers from MAAL.  Speakers one through 8 

seven.  First speaker is Lizette, could you come 9 

and sit in the front row so we could have you 10 

ready.  Are they here?  Lizette, Maria, 11 

Daniella, Joan, Andres, Antonio, Alvin.  Are 12 

they not speaking? 13 

FEMALE VOICE 1:  I think they did as an 14 

attendance but that's their demonstration, what 15 

they think about what is coming to our school. 16 

MS. GORMAN:  Oh, got it.  So at this time 17 

our speakers are standing in back and-- 18 

MALE VOICE 1:  Except for one, one is up 19 

front. 20 

FEMALE VOICE 1:  And Maria, she's - -. 21 

MS. GORMAN:  Maria? 22 

MS. MARIA RESTREPO:  Yes. 23 

MS. GORMAN:  Maria has extra time as she is 24 

speaking both in English and in Spanish.  Please 25 
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Maria, you are first. 1 

MS. RESTREPO:  [Foreign language] Good 2 

evening, we have been informed that a charter 3 

school will be entering our building.  We as the 4 

students are concerned about our space being 5 

invaded.  We are aware that this school will 6 

have more opportunities and privileges than us.  7 

We heard that you entering our building will not 8 

interfere with our education.  In - - you have 9 

come, seen and conquered.  It is not fair for us 10 

as the students to have to move to another 11 

school.  We are treated as all and have been - - 12 

sights.  Every day we have move.  I only want is 13 

for our rights to learn just like everyone other 14 

student.  My teachers works hard with what they 15 

have and that's not much.  You will not walk on 16 

us we are united.  I am English language learner 17 

and my name is Maria Restrepo and I'm for 18 

Manhattan Academy for Arts and Language.  Thank 19 

you. 20 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you Maria, I know you 21 

were nervous about that and you did very well.  22 

Because I don't know which students actually 23 

were signing in or signing up, would all student 24 

speakers who wish to address the audience as 25 
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speakers, please come forward and form a line 1 

in the aisle.  That includes Jose, Elise, 2 

Fernand--I'm going to let--is there any student 3 

who wishes to speak at this time, who has signed 4 

up?  Okay.  If you are speaking just line up at 5 

the mike.  If you signed up and wish to speak.  6 

We will begin, give your name so we know who you 7 

are. 8 

MR. AYIA FORMSTOM:  Hi.  My name is Ayia 9 

Formstom [phonetic], I'm from - - which is - - 10 

in English.  I just want to concerned about our 11 

schools so like we had to move like three times 12 

since 2010 so this is our, like, we found the 13 

final place where our school - - so this is the 14 

fourth floor we stand up right now and so this 15 

year like the charter school coming in this 16 

building and they're saying there is 1000 17 

students so it's going to take like three floors 18 

of this building.  We don't want to move 19 

anymore, we're happy with our floors and spaces.  20 

We're looking for more space but they're coming 21 

to this building and so we're going to have less 22 

space so we don't like that.  So I'm--sorry, so 23 

we understand, we know that charter schools has 24 

more power than public schools so they have a 25 
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lot of money because they're a private donor 1 

and other stuff like that.  So you give them 2 

more money so they should rent a place so they 3 

don't - - anyone out, so they can build their 4 

own building so they can stay over there 5 

forever.  So we don't like them bullying us and 6 

they're coming.  So that's it.  Thank you. 7 

MR. RANDY CONTRERAS:  I'm Randy Contreras, 8 

President of the Student Council of Unity High 9 

School.  And my concern is of the safety from 10 

the charter school for our building and--I'm 11 

kind of nervous here.  My concern is that they 12 

will not be following the same rules and 13 

procedures for our school that we've been so 14 

comfortable with already, like, following the 15 

rules for this building of Norman Thomas and we 16 

feel that the charter school that will be coming 17 

in now will not follow the same procedures and 18 

will basically have more privileges than us.  19 

And I also feel it's unfair that the charter 20 

school will be taking a lot of space from our 21 

building when we could be using it for space for 22 

our other schools and so we can have a little 23 

bit more privileges and more stuff for us to 24 

have and that's it. 25 
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MR. BERNIS:  Hi, I'm Bernis from Manhattan 1 

Academy for Arts and Language also known as 2 

MAAL.  So like my other friends have already 3 

said we're concerned with the space.  Our school 4 

already moved three times.  We were before on 5 

Fulton Street then we came here and we took the 6 

third floor.  Now they finally give us the 7 

fourth floor and our school is still growing.  8 

We start with not a lot of materials, we wasn't 9 

really prepared for a state--us like students we 10 

couldn't really be in a place that we can call a 11 

school.  Now we finally get that place and our 12 

concern is if we're going to maintain the place 13 

the way it is.  And because our school is still 14 

growing and the amount of student is still 15 

growing too at the same time.  We think that 16 

we're not going to have the amount of space that 17 

we need because we're sharing the same building, 18 

we are different schools at the same time.  So I 19 

don't feel like it's fair that another school 20 

come when everybody's already in.  That's what I 21 

feel like.  So thank you. 22 

MS. GORMAN:  Are there other students that 23 

signed the list who have not had an opportunity 24 

to speak?  So at this time we'll go to the non-25 
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student list.  I have a list of SLT and school 1 

people, I'm going to read their names to see if 2 

they signed up as attendees or as speakers at 3 

this time.  I'll read all seven names, you can 4 

come forward if you choose to speak.  Last name 5 

Brito, O'Neil, Elmali, Dukavitch, sorry if I've 6 

mispronounced that, Delgado, Mr. De La Rosa,  7 

and John P-I-L-I-S-S.  So starting with Elena 8 

Brito, you have two minutes. 9 

MS. ELENA BRITO:  Good afternoon everyone.  10 

My name is Elena Brito and I'm the UFT 11 

Representative for Unity High School.  I would 12 

like to speak about the Panel about a little bit 13 

of the history of Unity High School.  We are 14 

here for the last two years and we have 15 

developed a culture--rather we have crafted a 16 

culture of peaceful loving for our children.  17 

And we want to maintain the same environment for 18 

our kids.  I think it's very unfair because of 19 

the history of other charter schools to 20 

discriminate our kids in terms of using 21 

facilities or using specific places for our 22 

schools. 23 

Our school has have for the last four years 24 

a straight A and it's because of our hard work 25 
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and the environment that we have created for 1 

our students.  So please Panel I want you to 2 

take my message of against this charter school 3 

that is coming to our building because we are 4 

not feeling comfortable with sharing this space 5 

the way that we have crafted for our students.  6 

Thank you very much.  7 

MS. GORMAN:  Alice O'Neil followed by last 8 

name Elmali. 9 

MS. ALICE O'NEIL:  Good evening.  I'm Alice 10 

O'Neil, I'm the UFT Manhattan High School 11 

District Representative.  I am here tonight 12 

because I have a very special title.  I'm a New 13 

York City public high school.  We are completely 14 

and thoroughly against this proposal.  First and 15 

foremost I invite everyone to go and visit the 16 

Brandeis campus.  Because I would like to have a 17 

conversation with all of the parents from the 18 

Success Academy kindergarten class that do not 19 

move and treat the student and staff members of 20 

those four small high schools as though they are 21 

invisible.  That person name Eva Moskowitz 22 

promised all of the people in that building that 23 

she would never try to expand.  I respect you 24 

but I respectfully disagree with you that 25 
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everything must always be a done deal.  1 

Because Ms. Moskowitz thought it was a done deal 2 

to expand her school and take over the building 3 

and push out Innovation Diploma Plus, the only, 4 

only school in that building that does not have 5 

one student of a Caucasian background.  That 6 

student population, that student population is 7 

100% African American and Latino with the Life 8 

program and she thought she had the space.  Like 9 

tonight she didn't bother to show up because 10 

Bloomberg is her friend and whenever she asks 11 

for something, like the removal of something, 12 

she gets it before any other DOE school.  So 13 

what we contend is we should not have to face--14 

what will happen on Washington Irving as I am 15 

getting phone calls that parents of the proposed 16 

kindergarten there are furious because they were 17 

promised by Eva Moskowitz the entire building 18 

would be for the elementary school. 19 

I cannot even keep up with the lies that are 20 

sent to me by people begging me for help.  Let's 21 

move on to the Graphics campus.  What has been 22 

promised to her is not even slightly possible.  23 

I understand that time is up, however time is 24 

never up for our students.  I would like to give 25 
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Ms. Moskowitz a novel called Invisible Man, I 1 

would ask her to read it and then I would ask 2 

her to meet me outside of the Brandeis campus 3 

and speak to the parents.  Because a very wise 4 

woman once said to me do the parents know, are 5 

they aware.  I do not believe that they are.  I 6 

am never as a teacher against the children, we 7 

are for all the children and they must all be 8 

treated equally and not have separate 9 

cafeterias, separate entrances and separate 10 

access to the Mayor. 11 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you, Alice. 12 

MS. SELIN ELMALI:  My name is Selin Elmali.  13 

I am an English teacher at Unity High School.  14 

And we actually were another school that moved 15 

from downtown over here and I'm surprised to 16 

hear that another school actually moved for the 17 

third time.  But my problem with Success Academy 18 

moving into the school is we had our own set of 19 

rules on SoHo and when we came here we had to 20 

adapt to the building's rules, to what Norman 21 

Thomas had actually established before Unity 22 

entered here.  So I have a problem with a school 23 

coming in here and kind of doing what they want 24 

with the facilities, however way they want.  And 25 
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when I see children whether it's students in 1 

the building, whether it's students that are 2 

mine or students that belong to another school, 3 

whether it's students on the train or anywhere, 4 

I feel like they're students, they're kids, 5 

they're my kids.  And I have a problem with 6 

someone coming from outside and having 7 

facilities in this building for just their 8 

school that my kids cannot enter into.  Because 9 

when we walked into Norman Thomas, we actually--10 

the four schools that are in here right now we 11 

share everything equally and I just have a huge 12 

problem with my kids wondering why there's a 13 

particularly facility that they cannot enter 14 

because it's specially created for this charter 15 

school. 16 

The other thing that I wrote is I'm 17 

wondering as far as the scanning goes.  Every 18 

single student, you know, I mean these are kids, 19 

anyone can bring anything whether it's kids or 20 

adults and I have a problem with the idea that 21 

this particular charter school that might be 22 

coming in will not be scanned, might possibly 23 

have separate entrances and I don't think that's 24 

really--actually you said separate but equal, I 25 
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think that's what you said right?   1 

MALE VOICE 2:  I did. 2 

MS. ELMALI:  Yes, yes.  Sorry.  And I 3 

completely agree with that.  I'm done, thank 4 

you. 5 

MS. GORMAN:  We're going to allow our 6 

Councilmember Rosie Mendez to address the group 7 

and then we will continue with our list.   8 

COUNCILMEMBER ROSIE MENDEZ:  Good evening 9 

everyone and thank you for being here and I hope 10 

you will listen to us.  It was only five months 11 

ago that I was at Washington Irving speaking 12 

against the co-location of Success Academy at 13 

that building.  And I am here today to add my 14 

voice to speak against the co-location of 15 

Success Academies, several of them, here in this 16 

building.  I don't understand how we let Success 17 

Academy and its various different schools, 1, 2, 18 

3, 4, 5--I don't know how many there are, we can 19 

just keep counting because they keep multiplying 20 

in this administration.  And what we're doing is 21 

we're letting them have a feeder school to bring 22 

their elementary and middle school students here 23 

into our high school.  That to me doesn't create 24 

options for other students in this city to 25 
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choose a high school.  This to me seems like 1 

it's a private school even though this 2 

administration says that charter schools are 3 

public schools, I don’t believe it because if it 4 

doesn't look like it, it doesn’t feel like it 5 

then it isn't it.  And so that's what this is 6 

doing, creating a private high school for all of 7 

the Success Academy elementary and middle school 8 

students and that is wrong.  And we cannot allow 9 

that to happen.   10 

So there are a couple of other things, we 11 

are talking about bringing in, I believe five 12 

Success Academy schools?  We currently have 13 

three schools here, one is being is phased out 14 

but three still exist.  And we have two school 15 

based health clinics.  The capacity here is 1900 16 

bodies.  When you count and do the numbers we're 17 

bringing in over 2000 students and I don't even 18 

know how we make room then for the school based 19 

clinics.  So we are going to have a capacity 20 

problem and an overcrowding problem.  One of the 21 

schools currently has special ed. seats and so 22 

the numbers for special-ed are different.  So 23 

that means we're even overcrowding the school 24 

more than 100 seats, we're overcrowding it by 25 
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more than that when we allow Success Academy 1 

to come in at the numbers that is being proposed 2 

by this administration. 3 

The DOE's education impact statement for 4 

this proposal states that co-location may change 5 

the way that programs are configured.  I don't 6 

really know what that means.  What I think that 7 

means is there's going to be a lot more 8 

overcrowding and some schools are not going to 9 

get the benefit of some of the other schools 10 

located right here in this building.  It further 11 

states that some activities may need to share 12 

classroom space or the scheduling of these 13 

activities may change as a result of greater 14 

demands on the available space during or after 15 

school hours.  Well what that sounds like to me 16 

is you're going to be putting different schools 17 

in the same classroom, I don't know what teacher 18 

or administrator is going to be in charge of the 19 

problem and when there is a problem which one is 20 

going to get stuck with the problem.  I'm sure 21 

one will and the other will not.  It also seems 22 

to me that just like we've seen all these 23 

creations of charter schools because there's 24 

been a robust parental demand, I don't really 25 
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know what that means because I don't--I 1 

haven't been able to grasp it because when 2 

there's a robust parental demand to expand my 3 

district schools it doesn't happen.  So what 4 

that means is we're going to see a robust 5 

expansion of after school programs maybe for the 6 

charter schools of Success Academy and not the 7 

existing three schools that are here now.  I 8 

believe that that's what it means and I believe 9 

that that is wrong and unfair and we should not 10 

co-locate the schools and we should not deprive 11 

other students from the five Burroughs the 12 

opportunity to come to a high school here in 13 

this building in my district.  Thank you. 14 

MS. GORMAN:  Alisa, followed by Tara, 15 

followed by Mr. De La Rosa and John. 16 

MS. ALISA DEKOVICH:  Hi.  My name is Alisa 17 

Dekovich [phonetic].  I'm a social studies 18 

teacher at Unity High School.  As my colleagues 19 

already reiterated this is our--we've been moved 20 

out of our previous campus in favor of a charter 21 

school.  Second, just to pick up on what Ms. 22 

Mendez said about the shared space.  We all know 23 

teachers and students around the city that share 24 

a library and they call it a classroom.  Is that 25 
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what that would mean for us if this other 1 

academy is allowed to come in here.  The more I 2 

hear tonight it sounds like this is just a 3 

feeder school for all of her little elementary 4 

schools.  So then what happens to my high school 5 

and what happens to Manhattan Academy and the 6 

other high schools that share in this building.  7 

What happens to the other students in a city 8 

that should have a choice of where they go to 9 

high school and then should we take them and 10 

then be overcrowded because she is occupying our 11 

space with her academy.   12 

My other concern as was said before as a 13 

teacher part of our responsibility is the 14 

welfare our students.  To stand in the hallway 15 

with and tell that--since I started teaching 16 16 

years ago, stand in the hallway, be present, be 17 

downstairs, who's outside, well how do I know 18 

that if they're expectations are not the same as 19 

the expectations for my students.  How am I sure 20 

that everyone is following the rules.  If she's 21 

going to be allowed at this school to have 22 

separate space how will my students access the 23 

7th floor.  Will she be designated the elevator 24 

so I'll have to walk up the stairs?  Will my 25 
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students no longer be able to use the 1 

escalator?  Will this auditorium, will we never 2 

be able to use it again because it's going to be 3 

for her theater program and they'll be no 4 

theater program for any of the students in the 5 

other schools.  I really think that in a public 6 

school the students need to all be at the same--7 

excuse me, have the same expectations of a 8 

public school.  And in a building with all of 9 

these floors and all of these students it's 10 

going to be, I feel, a nightmare.  Thank you. 11 

MS. GORMAN:  Tara Delgado.  Is Tara Delgado 12 

here?  Mr. De La Rosa.  John. 13 

MR. JOHN PELIOS:  Good evening.  My name is 14 

John Pelios [phonetic].  I'm a social studies 15 

teacher and the UFT member for the Manhattan 16 

Academy for Arts and Language.  First off, I 17 

teach U.S. history to my students and we kind of 18 

just got over this whole civil rights thing and 19 

Plessey v. Ferguson and separate but equal is 20 

not constitutional.  I mean what more can we be 21 

if we don't have our principles.  If they're 22 

going to be a public school with funding then 23 

it's not a public school and it's honestly as 24 

simple as that.  A politician that accepts other 25 
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kinds of donors under the table to have them 1 

implement their own policy that's corruption.  2 

And it's honestly as simple as that.  If other 3 

people can influence them without everybody else 4 

knowing and not everybody getting the equal 5 

share, that is the definition as corruption and 6 

that's about as simple as I can make this.  I 7 

love what everybody said over here, I'm glad 8 

that we have people here to support us.  The 9 

students came out today and I just want to say 10 

thank you to them because they definitely need 11 

the appreciation that they deserve because it 12 

takes a lot to come here and now they're going 13 

to go home, do my essay and then come class 14 

tomorrow.  And I want to tell them thank you, I 15 

want to tell everybody thank you for actually 16 

caring about this is because the first thing we 17 

are is we're teachers and this is going to 18 

prevent us from teaching and that's going to 19 

prevent the students from learning.  We need to 20 

keep the students first and that's it period.  21 

Thank you. 22 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you.  Before calling the 23 

last set of speakers I do want to echo in case 24 

we lose any more students, I want to thank you 25 
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for speaking out and giving your voice.  1 

Please thank you classmates who left, I think 2 

you represented yourselves and your school very 3 

well.  Our last six speakers, Bonilla, Perez, M-4 

E-D-I-A-N it looks like, Bonilla and Maria 5 

Amedrin [phonetic].  Bonilla.  Translator, what 6 

we will do is allow extra time so that the 7 

speaker has her time and the translator can 8 

translate.  You need to go by the mike. 9 

MS. DAYANIRA BONILLA:  Good evening.  My 10 

name is Dayanira Bonilla.  (Foreign language). 11 

INTERPRETER:  What we're going to do is like 12 

she says something and then I will translate, 13 

okay.  Good afternoon.  Thank you for this 14 

opportunity.  My name is Dayanira Bonilla and 15 

thank you for the opportunity of expressing as 16 

parents tonight of what we feel.  I am the 17 

mother of one of the students for the Manhattan 18 

Academy of Art and Languages. I thank you for 19 

this opportunity because if it wasn't like this-20 

-we feel that as parents of kids that are in 21 

developing they might be affected, they feel 22 

affected.  We want them to develop with the 23 

potential that not all the schools have like the 24 

school that my son has right now.  And also the 25 
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assurance of peacefulness, of being in a 1 

secure place, a safe place that our kids our 2 

biggest asset have.  For us, the parents that 3 

come from other countries, looking for better 4 

opportunities and attach to dreams that in this 5 

country we will get better opportunities than 6 

the ones that we get in our original countries.  7 

So evidently when we see that the place that 8 

we're thinking is the place will help us develop 9 

this dream and we see that it's going to be 10 

affected, of course it worries us.  We want you 11 

to allow us to continue the development on the 12 

place that it's already succeeding to grow, on 13 

the place that we already started.  And with all 14 

due respect to the people and the educational 15 

entities, we want for the people to allow us to 16 

continue to grow where we are instead of just 17 

not permitting that.  I talk on my name, myself 18 

and on the name of all the parents that might 19 

have wanted to be here but cannot be here.  That 20 

if you're going to be here please don't cut our 21 

wings, please help us grow. 22 

MS. BONILLA:  Thank you. 23 

MS. GORMAN:  Thank you very much.  Our last 24 

two speakers are Norma Perez and Maria Medrin. 25 
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MS. NORMA PEREZ:  Hi, good evening.  I'm 1 

standing here in front of you because I did the 2 

same thing four years ago.  I was a teacher at 3 

another school, right now I'm a teacher here at 4 

Manhattan Academy of Arts and Language.  But I'm 5 

here because I'm a parent and also I'm a 6 

taxpayer and I think that counts in the system.  7 

So four years ago I was in a similar situation.  8 

I was in another building sharing with another 9 

school and then voila!  They show up, charter 10 

schools show up.  What happened.  They start 11 

with only 5 classrooms and then they grew up, 10 12 

more classrooms.  Right now my colleagues only 13 

have only one side of the third floor because 14 

the charter school asks for everything.  I 15 

remember inequality, I remember my students, 16 

African Americans and Latino community, English 17 

language learners, special education students, 18 

using one side of the building because the 19 

charter school say that this is your side, this 20 

is the side that you're supposed to get into 21 

your classroom, the other side is our side.  22 

They change the name, they change everything.  23 

So this is what is going to happen here in this 24 

building.  This is what is going to happen here 25 
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and it's sad to say because this is a public 1 

hearing, maybe you are going to change some of 2 

your plans but really I don't have--I'm standing 3 

here and it's like a movie that I went back and 4 

I remember what they said at that time and right 5 

now I'm suffering and my students are going to 6 

suffer in the same situation.  I'm a parent and 7 

as a parent I have the right--to me as a parent 8 

to choose the school that my son or my girl 9 

wants to go.  And this is what our parents are 10 

doing, they choose our school, all the 11 

Department of Education send the students, our 12 

population is now English language learners, 13 

most of them.  We are serving them in a good 14 

way, we are creating a community, we are 15 

creating a culture together and I don’t think 16 

the charter school has that idea. 17 

I like numbers so I took this budget or 18 

building utilization plan-- 19 

MS. GORMAN:  [interposing] We need you to 20 

conclude. 21 

MS. PEREZ: Yes it's very quick.  So it's 22 

interesting that for 2014 and 2015 my school is 23 

going to have 27 full rooms but two years later 24 

we are going to have only 22 classrooms and the 25 
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charter school is going to increase from 16 1 

rooms to 29 rooms.  Thank you and good night. 2 

MS. MARIA MADANO:  (Foreign language) 3 

INTERPRETER:  Good evening, my name is Maria 4 

Medano.  I represent the PTA.  The parents of 5 

the students.  I am representing part of the 6 

parents that today could not be here integrated 7 

in this opportunity to express their feelings 8 

and the worries that we have.  When all you're 9 

telling us about a new charter school is going 10 

to be here with our physical space and you're 11 

going to share the cafeteria, gymnasium, we want 12 

because we're in a school--we are in a growth 13 

period with great future projections regarding 14 

our students.  We don't feel secure about our 15 

school, the capacity of our teachers, so we're 16 

going out to work for it and we know that our 17 

children are protected here in this school, we 18 

want that.  A part that you occupy a physical 19 

space that you do not make us move in another 20 

place afterwards.  We make an effort only just 21 

to be where we are right now.  So we hope that 22 

you respect the physical space that our students 23 

don't feel insecure because there's another 24 

school that is not giving them an opportunity 25 
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that this is only just to become isolated.  We 1 

want them to feel secure and that they are 2 

stable in this place and that the students that 3 

will come that they will have new opportunities 4 

and that they will have a bi-lingual high school 5 

with the capacity that they actually need to be 6 

students in the future, professionals in high 7 

capacity, like the opportunity that you are 8 

giving to your students today.  Thank you very 9 

much for hearing me.  10 

MS. GORMAN:  That was our last speaker.  I 11 

want to say although that we had a small number 12 

of speakers I'm gratified that we had 13 

representation from all constituencies, 14 

students, staff, leadership, our parent 15 

leadership on the DAIS and we thank you for that 16 

and that we were able to meet the needs of the 17 

people who came. 18 

We have heard a number of comments tonight.   19 

MALE VOICE 3:  - -. 20 

MS. GORMAN:  Yes, I will pass the mike to 21 

you for a final comment.  My comment was related 22 

to the constituency from the current school.  So 23 

our last speaker will be our CEC2 rep and then I 24 

will conclude with some final comments.  I 25 
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appreciate the added comments. 1 

MR. MARKOWITZ:  Good evening again.  I just 2 

had a question about the process and procedure 3 

so that I understand and everybody else 4 

understands.  I'm curious as to whether SUNY has 5 

a role in determining whether this co-location 6 

goes through and if SUNY has already made a 7 

decision as to the charter for the high school 8 

itself? 9 

MS. GENCO:  Yes. 10 

MR. MARKOWITZ:  So you've granted a charter 11 

without knowing where they're going to land and 12 

then where it lands is just up to the city? 13 

MS. GENCO:  - -. 14 

MR. MARKOWITZ:  It's funny you use the word 15 

landlord because most people pay rent to their 16 

landlords.  But I didn't hear--I didn't come 17 

here to give you a hard time, I just want to be 18 

clear.  That one of the problems as I see it and 19 

as the CEC for District 2 sees it, with the 20 

process of charter authorizations is the current 21 

system approves the charter applicants without 22 

knowing where they're going to land.  That's a 23 

little bit odd and it also contributes to the 24 

situation we have where these charters then feel 25 
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that they're entitled to the space whether 1 

they have to pay for it or not.  They then feel 2 

entitled to space.  Our charter's been approved, 3 

the state up in Albany loves us, now hand over 4 

your space.  This is a problem, it's not a SUNY 5 

problem, it's a problem in state law.  It's a 6 

big problem in the balance of power in terms of 7 

how charters get authorized.  In the view of 8 

myself and my colleagues on the Community 9 

Education Council for District 2, if somebody 10 

comes and says I want to be your roommate, you 11 

should be entitled to say yes or no.  and I 12 

referred briefly in my opening comments to the 13 

resolution that CEC2 has already passed on that 14 

subject, that not only do we want the schools to 15 

have a say, we'd like SUNY to know where these 16 

charters are going to land.  And last, and the 17 

CEC has brought--filed a complaint, I won't say 18 

filed a lawsuit.  A complaint against the DOE 19 

when Joe Klein was still the Chancellor, that 20 

from the CEC's point of view our biggest power 21 

is zoning.  But what the DOE does is make a 22 

mockery out of our one true power which is to 23 

allow locals to decide space utilization because 24 

it's meaningless to say that elected parent reps 25 
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have a choice over the map but not how many 1 

seats are left in the building, it's ludicrous.  2 

These are decisions that should be locally made 3 

with parent input and with school input and with 4 

the vote, the reject or accept vote, as we do 5 

over zoning, over these co-locations.  And that 6 

specifically is a subject of one of our 7 

resolutions.  Having nothing to do with Success 8 

individually.  And for those of you who weren't 9 

already here earlier, that's for PCB removal.  10 

Everybody should get it in a building or nobody.  11 

And I'm not sure if I'm the last speaker. 12 

MS. GORMAN:  Yes.  Thank you very much.  13 

There is an opportunity to provide additional 14 

comment.  In addition to I want to express my 15 

appreciation for the comments made tonight and 16 

the feedback.  The information will be shared 17 

with the Panel of Educational Policy.  Because 18 

the meeting is the June 19th at 6:00 p.m. there 19 

is additional time to submit comment, if there's 20 

any written comment that you want to give to me 21 

tonight we will certainly add it to the record.  22 

Anybody who was not able to be here tonight or 23 

who wants to make additional comments can do so 24 

by calling 212-374-3466 or by emailing 25 
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D02proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  There is 1 

additional time given that the hearing again is 2 

June 19th at 6:00 p.m. at the Michael J. 3 

Petrides School located at 715 Ocean Terrace in 4 

Staten Island, when this proposal will come 5 

before the Panel for a vote.  Thank you all very 6 

much for attending.  This hearing is now 7 

adjourned. 8 
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