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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Okay, good evening, we're 2 

about to begin in a minute.  I'd just like to 3 

inform you that there is someone here for 4 

translations.  Okay, thank you.  Please take a 5 

seat, we're about to begin.  Good evening, my 6 

name is Olivia Ellis, and I will be your 7 

moderator for this joint public hearing.  This 8 

is the joint public hearing of the Department of 9 

Education, the Community Education Counsel, and 10 

the School Leadership Team to discuss the 11 

proposed truncation of middle school grades at 12 

Brooklyn Collegiate, a college board school, 13 

23K493, beginning in 2012 to 2013.  Tonight's 14 

proceedings will be recorded and transcribed.  15 

Before we begin the hearing we ask that anyone 16 

who wishes to speak during the public comment 17 

portion of this evening sign up at the table in 18 

the back.  Sign-up will end at 6:20.  If you 19 

have a question that you want to be addressed 20 

during the Q&A portion of the agenda, please 21 

write that question on the index cards provided 22 

at the back, and submit them to a volunteer at 23 

the table.  Only people who have signed up will 24 

be able to speak and participate in public 25 
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comment.  All panel participants were asked to 1 

be here no later than 5:30.  Now that we have 2 

started, if a panel participant arrives late he 3 

or she will be given the time to speak at the 4 

first opportune moment.  We want to be 5 

respectful of everyone's time.  There may be 6 

elected officials who arrive at different times 7 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak 8 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 9 

first opportune moment.  Those who are here at 10 

the start of the public comment segment will be 11 

asked to speak first.  The agenda tonight will 12 

include a presentation of the proposal, and 13 

presentations by hearing participants, followed 14 

by public comment.  Speakers should have already 15 

signed up at the sign-up table in the lobby.  16 

Public comments can be no longer than two 17 

minutes each.  The time will be strictly 18 

followed, and speakers will be informed when 19 

their designated time has ended.  There will be 20 

a question and answer period.  Members of the 21 

audience, if you have a question, each of you 22 

will have to write your question on a postcard 23 

that was supplied at the sign-in table when you 24 

arrived this evening.  While the public comments 25 
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are taking place, staff members will organize 1 

the questions into categories, and get them 2 

ready for Q&A.  Some questions will be asked 3 

directly and others will be batched under 4 

headings in order to avoid repetitiveness.  Even 5 

though all individual questions will not be 6 

addressed in the forum tonight, the answers will 7 

be on the website prior to the panel meeting.  8 

If at the end of the hearing you still have 9 

questions, we encourage you to direct them to us 10 

by calling the number on the bottom of the fact 11 

sheet, or sending them to us via email to the 12 

email address provided on the fact sheets.  I 13 

will now like to introduce the panel which has 14 

been assembled for this evening's joint public 15 

hearing.  Our deputy chancellor, David Weiner; 16 

the community superintendent, Aimee Horowitz; a 17 

representative from the community education 18 

counsel, Robin Sims; representative from CCHS, 19 

Monique Lindsay; and the young lady who's from 20 

the school leadership team of Brooklyn 21 

Collegiate, Mia Pollard.  I will now like to 22 

turn the program over to Deputy Chancellor David 23 

Weiner who will present the proposal. 24 

MR. DAVID WEINER:  Thank you Olivia, and 25 
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thank you to the other members of the panel for 1 

coming and being a part of this important 2 

process.  Good evening ladies and gentlemen, 3 

thank you for being here this evening, 4 

especially on such a rainy day.  The joint 5 

public hearing was convened to discuss the 6 

proposed truncation of middle school at Brooklyn 7 

Collegiate, a college board school beginning 8 

next year on the 2012-2013 school year.  The 9 

decision to truncate a school's grades, to 10 

basically close down some of the grades, it's 11 

not an easy decision, and there are lots of 12 

factors that come in.  Our organization has held 13 

meetings with parents and community members, 14 

we've analyzed the data at the school, and we 15 

just basically believe that we all count on our 16 

schools, the communities, the parents, to 17 

basically provide a high-quality education to 18 

all students.  We believe we must hold all 19 

schools in the city to a standard of excellence 20 

that all students, no matter where you live in 21 

New York City, deserve the best possible 22 

education.  When a school isn't getting the job 23 

done, we have to take action to ensure that its 24 

current students don't fall even further behind, 25 
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and that new students will have better options.  1 

Brooklyn Collegiate is located at K55 at 2021 2 

Bergen Street in Community School District 23 in 3 

Brooklyn, currently serves grades 6 through 12, 4 

and admits students through the school-based 5 

application process for middle school, and the 6 

citywide high school admission process for high 7 

school.  On December 19th the DOE published a 8 

proposal to truncate the middle school grades at 9 

Brooklyn Collegiate because their low 10 

performance and their inability to turn around 11 

their middle grades quickly to better meet their 12 

student needs.  Under this proposal the high 13 

school, the 9 through 12 portion, would continue 14 

to remain open.  Unfortunately Brooklyn 15 

Collegiate's performance data indicates that the 16 

school is and has struggled.  Last year the 17 

school received an F on its grade as an overall 18 

progress report grade, including an F for 19 

student progress and for student performance.  20 

It received a B in school environment.  The 21 

majority of Brooklyn Collegiate's students 22 

remain below grade level in English and math.  23 

Last year only 29 percent of students were 24 

performing on grade level in English and math.  25 
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Unfortunately Brooklyn Collegiate also ranks 1 

extremely low throughout the city.  Overall in 2 

academics it ranks in the bottom 16 percent of 3 

middle schools citywide in terms of growth in 4 

English, and the bottom 2 percent citywide in 5 

grown in math.  And this is just the middle 6 

school performance, this does not include the 7 

high school.  Unfortunately we believe that 8 

Brooklyn Collegiate's students will fall further 9 

behind their peers in other schools, and we want 10 

to be able to offer them a better opportunity.  11 

Because of this data the DOE conducted a 12 

comprehensive review of the school to determine 13 

which supports and interventions would best 14 

benefit the students in the community.  The DOE 15 

also consulted superintendents and other 16 

experienced educators who worked closely with 17 

the school, held community meetings, worked with 18 

parents and staff to solicit feedback.  The 19 

comprehensive review led the DOE to believe that 20 

the gradual truncation of the school's middle 21 

grades would allow Brooklyn Collegiate to focus 22 

on its high school, and help them serve their 23 

current and future students and the broader 24 

community more effectively.  Brooklyn Collegiate 25 



 8

is also co-located with Achievement First 1 

Brownsville Charter School within this building, 2 

K55.  A co-location is what this is called.  It 3 

means that two or more schools are within the 4 

same building, and they may share large common 5 

spaces like the auditorium, the gym, the 6 

cafeteria, and other areas.  We do not 7 

anticipate that the truncation of Brooklyn 8 

Collegiate will have any impact on Achievement 9 

First Brownsville.  The DOE has no plans to open 10 

another middle school in the building because we 11 

feel that there are enough existing middle 12 

school seats in District 23 to accommodate 13 

middle school students.  Overall there are over 14 

1700 seats for middle school students in Grade 15 

6, and last year in District 23 there were only 16 

about 1390 students that applied, so they still 17 

have more seats available for six-grade 18 

students.  So even after eliminating the seats 19 

here at Brooklyn Collegiate, there still would 20 

be many spots at other schools that students 21 

would be able to attend.  Before we move to the 22 

public comment section of this meeting, I would 23 

like to briefly discuss the impact of this 24 

proposal on the current Brooklyn Collegiate 25 
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Middle School students and families if it is 1 

approved.  The middle school grades of Brooklyn 2 

Collegiate would be slowly truncated over the 3 

next several years.  Brooklyn Collegiate would 4 

no longer admit any new six-grade students next 5 

year after the end of this year.  This would be 6 

their last six-grade class.  Current sixth- and 7 

seventh-grade students would be supported at 8 

Brooklyn Collegiate as they progress towards the 9 

completion of middle school, and then as they 10 

transition into high school, either here at 11 

Brooklyn Collegiate or at any other school that 12 

they want to attend through the high school 13 

admissions process.  Students who do not meet 14 

the promotional requirements during the 15 

truncation would continue to be enrolled at 16 

Brooklyn Collegiate, and would continue to have 17 

access to appropriate courses to support their 18 

progress towards promotion.  In June 2014 when 19 

the truncation is complete, any student who did 20 

not meet eighth-grade promotion requirements 21 

would be placed in another District 23 middle 22 

school, or middle school in the district where 23 

the student resides if they don't reside in 23.  24 

And then beginning in September 2014 Brooklyn 25 
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Collegiate would only serve high school 1 

students.  Thank you very much.  We look forward 2 

to hearing your comments and any questions that 3 

people might have. 4 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you Deputy 5 

Chancellor.  At this time I'd like to give an 6 

opportunity for a representative for the CEC to 7 

make a presentation if they'd like to speak. 8 

MS. ROBIN SIMS:  Good evening.  Okay my take 9 

on this school being closed, I mean, the 10 

truncation, I don't think that it should take 11 

place.  We need more middle schools within 12 

District 23, and phasing it out is not going to 13 

work, cause you're still going to have students 14 

that need it.  And whatever curriculums that you 15 

want to bring in, use it on the school that's 16 

here now.  Use it with the students that's here 17 

now, instead of phasing them out, cause you're 18 

still going to have the same scholars.  So what 19 

improvements are you going to get if you don't 20 

try something new before closing it?  That's 21 

what I feel that should be done now. 22 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  23 

Representative from CCA - - .  Would you like to 24 

make a presentation? 25 
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MS. MONIQUE LINDSAY:  Good evening 1 

parents, my name is Monique Lindsay, I'm here 2 

representing the Citywide Counsel on High 3 

Schools.  I am the Brooklyn representative, and 4 

I'm the liaison for this school.  I will not 5 

really say anything more than that, I will let 6 

the parents who are members of the school speak, 7 

but I'm here if you need to ask me questions at 8 

a later time.  Thank you. 9 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you, and I'd also 10 

like to recognize the principal of the school, 11 

Amote Sias.  A beautiful name, sorry to 12 

mispronounce it.  And also from the school 13 

leadership team, Ms. Pollard.  Would you like to 14 

make a statement? 15 

MS. MIA POLLARD:  I do actually.  I signed 16 

up to speak in the public speaking, but I'll 17 

make my statement now.  My name is Mia Pollard, 18 

I'm the PTA president of Brooklyn Collegiate for 19 

the year 2011-2012, I'm also member of the 20 

school leadership team, and my daughter Mia is a 21 

seventh-grader here at Brooklyn Collegiate.  And 22 

I'm one of those parents who were sold on Ms. 23 

Sias' dream for the school, and I still believe 24 

in her dream for the school.  And one of the 25 
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reasons I moved my daughter from her previous 1 

school, which was a Christian-based school, to 2 

Brooklyn Collegiate, was that while the focus is 3 

on education, she still has opportunity for many 4 

other activities, and - - social development 5 

that weren't offered at her previous school.  6 

Two of her favorite activities at Brooklyn 7 

Collegiate are the chess club and the drum line.  8 

She taught me how to play chess over the 9 

Christmas break.  She's excited about extra 10 

hours at school to be with the drum line.  11 

They're having a competition next month.  And 12 

she's also part of a newly-formed band at the 13 

school with students in her class.  Mia spends 14 

most of her waking hours at home drumming, 15 

reading, or playing chess.  We no longer fight 16 

about the TV being on, she has other activities 17 

and things that she's interested in rather than 18 

the TV.  She's in the honors class here at 19 

Brooklyn Collegiate, and Brooklyn Collegiate has 20 

dedicated teachers.  A limited number from my 21 

experience is - - the ones who I have been in 22 

contact with, not that there's a limited number 23 

of teachers here.  Ms. Samuels who's from the 24 

sixth grade, Mr. Valerie who's our math teacher, 25 
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Mr. Lopez who's our current art teacher.  And 1 

almost daily I hear stories about how exciting 2 

and fun Mr. Martin's science class is.  Mia's 3 

excited about the projects from school.  She 4 

learned about - - in sixth grade, Japanese 5 

culture in sixth grade, and for seventh grade 6 

one of the major projects was John Cartier's 7 

journeys, who I've never heard of John Cartier 8 

before she brought home the project she had to 9 

work on, and learning about the people of Peru 10 

in seventh grade.  She has a sense of community 11 

here at this school.  Her classmates introduced 12 

her to different books like the Hunger Games, 13 

and she introduced her classmates to books like 14 

the Rona series by the Rona [phonetic] series by 15 

the Sproutz [phonetic] brothers.  And you may 16 

wonder why I mention my daughter so much, but 17 

the answer's simple.  One ingredient to our 18 

students' success is their desire to participate 19 

and to learn, and Mia is excited to be here.  20 

She's excited to learn here, she's excited to 21 

participate here.  She has teachers who generate 22 

excitement in their students, and who find ways 23 

to make their lessons relevant to their 24 

students.  Middle school can be a challenging 25 
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time for students.  They're becoming more 1 

aware of their bodies, themselves, and their 2 

voices, and I want my child to be in a safe 3 

environment that nurtures her development.  I'm 4 

assuming that all parents want the same thing, 5 

and I believe we have that here at Brooklyn 6 

Collegiate.  Every school, every job, every 7 

community has its issues, and every school, 8 

every community, and every job has people that 9 

want to see it succeed, and I believe we deserve 10 

a chance to strive and grow here.  Two years of 11 

under-par scores does not mean that our 12 

community neither valuable or viable to me.  It 13 

means that we need to work harder and need to 14 

work together so that we can and we will 15 

succeed.  Thank you. 16 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  And Principal 17 

Sias. 18 

MS. AMOTE SIAS:  Good evening.  It's good to 19 

see all of you here tonight, to the deputy 20 

chancellor, to the superintendent, to the 21 

network leader, to all the parents, supporters, 22 

students, thank you for being here.  Brooklyn 23 

Collegiate is in its eighth year this year, and 24 

it's a school in a neighborhood in which, when 25 
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we first opened, was the beginning of a 1 

renaissance.  And Brooklyn Collegiate was very 2 

much a part of that renaissance and still is 3 

today.  Parents, business leaders tell us how 4 

much of an oasis Brooklyn Collegiate is, and how 5 

much of a difference it made in the community 6 

seeing the students come out at the end of the 7 

day.  Brooklyn Collegiate's seventh graders last 8 

year did 70 percent better than every other 9 

school in District 23 in this community.  The F 10 

represents lack of growth, meaning that our 11 

students flat-line, they didn't slip, they 12 

didn't go backwards, they didn't fail out.  They 13 

came in academically on the same level that 14 

they--it started the same year.  So to that they 15 

called that an F.  Brooklyn Collegiate, like the 16 

president said, should be a school that's looked 17 

at in all the schools, not just on high-stakes 18 

exams.  This is a well-rounded school where 19 

students take trips to colleges from Grades 6 20 

through 12.  It's a school in which students 21 

have projects, as was mentioned already by a 22 

parent, and a school where students build a 23 

community that lasts a lifetime, students who go 24 

from Grades 6 through 12.  It makes a 25 
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difference.  And the struggling that seems to 1 

be alluded to for two years is a misnomer.  The 2 

Wall Street Journal on July 29th in 2010 states, 3 

an analysis by the Daily News found that charter 4 

schools fared even worse than their public 5 

school counterparts as a result of new-found new 6 

proficiency standards as reading proficiency 7 

dropped a whopping 34 percent in 2010.  That was 8 

across the state.  So Brooklyn Collegiate was no 9 

exception to that, and it didn't do it any worse 10 

than the entire state.  Four years ago 11 

Achievement First Brownsville came into Brooklyn 12 

Collegiate, into this building, IS55 building, 13 

and a meeting similar to this with parents and 14 

community leaders and staff members, and they 15 

made a proposal to open up two schools, a K to 4 16 

and a 5 to 8.  At that time parents and 17 

community people and staff members spoke out 18 

against it because of space.  They said we don't 19 

have the space for two middle schools on the 20 

same floor.  Four years have passed and the K to 21 

4 is full capacity.  Where are those fifth 22 

graders going?  Maybe that was the plan all 23 

along.  If the Giants had a bad year and were 24 

phased out because they struggled they wouldn't 25 
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be in the Superbowl this year.  Give Brooklyn 1 

Collegiate a chance.  We've done it before, we 2 

were cited by the state commissioner as one of 3 

the highest performing middle schools in the 4 

State of New York.  If we had a bad year we can 5 

do better.  Brooklyn Collegiate's motto, we can 6 

and we will succeed, don't snuff the light 7 

that's shining bright in Brownsville.  Thank 8 

you. 9 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  We have now 10 

concluded the formal presentations.  I ask that 11 

the following people line up, and what I'm going 12 

to do is call the numbers, and please be 13 

reminded that you are limited to two minutes.  14 

Time will be kept, and a signal will let you 15 

know that 30 seconds are left.  All right, 16 

numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4. 17 

MS. KIM ERTRACHTER:  Hi, I teach at Brooklyn 18 

Collegiate, and I do resource room and self-19 

contained classes in the high school and middle 20 

school.  I wanted to make a statement about the 21 

fact that I'm proud and a lot of people are 22 

proud of Brooklyn Collegiate and what it's meant 23 

to this community, that it's got very high 24 

standards.  We have students from the high 25 
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school who graduated and went on to excellent 1 

colleges, excellent universities, and had many 2 

scholarships.  And I have been proud for the 3 

three years that I'm here that Ms. Sias and the 4 

rest of us are working very, very hard.  A lot 5 

of teachers you don't see may just be freaked 6 

out, to use the vernacular about what's going 7 

on, but I did want to say something.  I also, 8 

because when I do resource room I go downstairs 9 

to the middle school.  Last year I noted the 10 

Department of Education is maintaining that--11 

they're maintaining that the school should be 12 

closed.  However, my understanding through my 13 

union is that if a school is to be closed you 14 

first give it a chance and you work with the 15 

school, okay?  I myself do not experience that 16 

honestly.  I think I can say every week, every 17 

day that I was down in the resource room, I 18 

would have seen people like this walking around, 19 

and I didn't see mentoring.  The help that 20 

they're speaking of now went very quickly to 21 

close it, and I do feel there's been a rush to 22 

judgment.  I do feel the school deserves another 23 

chance, thank you. 24 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 25 
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MS. ALLIYAH McCALLUM:  Hi, my name is 1 

Alliyah McCallum.  Being in Brooklyn Collegiate 2 

has been a great opportunity.  When I was 3 

applying for schools I applied for four schools 4 

and I got into two, but I decided to go to this 5 

school.  I don't regret it.  This school has 6 

helped me better with my grades.  In my old 7 

school I wasn't doing too well, but this school 8 

has changed me and kept me focused.  Some 9 

teachers that changed me and kept me focus are 10 

Ms. Jean-Joseph [phonetic], Mr. Marta 11 

[phonetic], Ms. Averi [phonetic], Ms. Frances 12 

[phonetic], and many more that's been with me 13 

from the start.  I will like to thank these 14 

teachers, Ms. Sias, and staff for believing in 15 

me and having faith in me.  I would not like to 16 

see the school close because I know that there's 17 

other kids that need an education just like me 18 

to get far in life.  I know if we didn't have 19 

this amazing principal, Ms. Sias, and her 20 

amazing staff members, this school wouldn't be 21 

the way it is today.  So I think everyone for 22 

coming to help save our school. 23 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 24 

MS. BRITNEY WALTERS:  Hi, my name is Britney 25 
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Walters.  Brooklyn Collegiate is a great 1 

school.  Since I have been here I have learned a 2 

lot, and also learned what a great school it is.  3 

There is also teachers that can help you and 4 

make you smile.  The way the teachers talk show 5 

how much they care.  I have learned so much 6 

since I have been in this school.  My math, 7 

science, - - , and social studies academic 8 

grades have increased.  Now I will talk about 9 

teachers, principals, and the dean.  The 10 

teachers are so caring, generous, and also have 11 

your best interests in mind.  To name a few; Mr. 12 

Lopez, Mr. Valerie [phonetic], Ms. Frances, Mr. 13 

Marta [phonetic], Ms. Jean-Joseph, Ms. Lopez, 14 

Ms. Gellener [phonetic], and many, many more.  15 

The principal, Ms. Sias, is friendly, loving, 16 

caring, and respectful principal.  Some things I 17 

like about Ms. Sias is that she's strict when it 18 

comes to work, grades, and passing the state 19 

exam.  Everyone enjoys seeing Ms. Sias in the 20 

hall with a smile on her face saying hello to 21 

everybody.  Closing Brooklyn Collegiate Middle 22 

School will be a devastating thing to do to our 23 

school.  Our school has true potential to 24 

succeed, and we can and we will do anything we 25 
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put our minds to.  Brooklyn Collegiate has 1 

been the best middle school, and will be the 2 

best if you give us another chance.  So think 3 

about it, Brooklyn Collegiate should not be 4 

closed, it's huge benefit for this community.  I 5 

please ask you not to close Brooklyn Collegiate 6 

Middle School. 7 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 8 

MS. MELANIE SHOWMAN:  Hello, my name is 9 

Melanie Showman, and I teach right here, well 10 

not quite right here, I teach in Crown Heights, 11 

and it's a great pleasure to be with you, 12 

although I'm not happy about the company that 13 

we're keeping over here at this panel.  I also 14 

want to let you know, I am with Occupy, the 15 

Department of Education, and I invite you all to 16 

join us.  I've been handing out leaflets.  I 17 

want to let you know we have weekly meetings at 18 

60 Wall Street, most teachers but also parents.  19 

We want you to be part of that, 2 o'clock every 20 

Sunday.  And I also have something to hand out 21 

about our union.  On February 4th there's going 22 

to be an all-day conference about how we can 23 

make our union, the UFT, the teacher union, more 24 

responsive not only to its members, but also to 25 
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the community that it serves.  Just a little 1 

piece of history about the DOE, and about the 2 

UFT in Brownsville, there was a big struggle 3 

that was fought right here in 1968, and I think 4 

that we really need to remember that Brownsville 5 

can fight back when it's time to fight back.  6 

And please, if you are in a mood to fight back, 7 

join us at 60 Wall Street, 2 p.m. every Sunday, 8 

we want to see you.  Thank you very much. 9 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  Numbers 5, 6, 10 

7, and 8.  You can go with number 6, the 11 

principal was number 5.  Thank you. 12 

MS. ROSLYN WILLIAMS:  Good evening, my name 13 

is Roslyn Williams.  I want to say that I am a 14 

public high school teacher here in Brooklyn, 15 

Brooklyn in the house.  And I want to also say 16 

that my colleague, Principal Sias, she and I 17 

went to graduate school at Columbia Teachers' 18 

College, how you doing?  And also I want to say 19 

that when Brooklyn Collegiate opened, I also 20 

wanted to say that I was one of her staff 21 

developers, as well as I have a niece and nephew 22 

that also attended Brooklyn Collegiate, so I 23 

remember when it started.  Also I just want a 24 

little note to I'm also a graduate of the public 25 
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school system at PS282.  Anyway I just want to 1 

mention some things here.  I'm a teacher so I'm 2 

going to try not to be too verbose, I know that 3 

we can talk a lot.  First of all I want to 4 

welcome the parents.  And one of the things I 5 

believe that we need to be empowered.  Our 6 

students need to be empowered, as well as our 7 

parents.  And I'm going to leave a little bit of 8 

information.  First of all Schoolbook, which is 9 

a website that keeps all teachers as well as 10 

parents informed.  You need to go on Google and 11 

Google it.  It is a website which is a 12 

combination of New York Times and WMYC.  That's 13 

one of my favorite, it's public TV, it's public, 14 

and that means--oh 30 seconds, my goodness, let 15 

me hurry up.  First of all I want to just speak 16 

to David Weiner.  He is the deputy chancellor, 17 

and he is a division of talent, labor, and 18 

innovation.  And one of the things I want to say 19 

is that he has one of the programs.  Why our 20 

students are failing?  Because we don't have I-21 

Zone [phonetic].  Let me tell you what I-Zone 22 

does, and you tell me--listen guys, you need to 23 

go--they're cutting us off, they're cutting me 24 

off.  But I'm going to tell you right now, the 25 
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Board of Ed. has an I-Zone program, and we 1 

need that in our schools.  We need to have 2 

technology which affords our kids ability.  3 

We're talking about--we have multi-intelligence 4 

in our schools, and our schools should be able 5 

to address our individual needs.  You need to 6 

speak to him about that.  I-Zone, where is that?  7 

We don't have that in our community?  And one 8 

last thing--I think this is unfair, 30 minutes 9 

to talk and educate our community, that's 10 

unfair.  Mr. Weiner, what's that about?  And 11 

then I have one more thing, this man is from 12 

Philadelphia--one more thing.  The reason why I 13 

was in and out--one more thing--Philadelphia has 14 

a school, and I have it on my blog, I can't 15 

remember his name.  Innercity School, Innercity 16 

School, one of the best.  Technology, Innercity 17 

School, schools like ours, predominantly 18 

minority, and great school.  Do you know the 19 

school I'm talking about?  Well I'm going to 20 

bring it up, and he's from New York and is 21 

working our school.  And I want to pursue this, 22 

this is important, we need to be empowered.  Our 23 

schools need curriculum, we need to change our 24 

paradigm.  One more thing, I know I'm bringing 25 
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up a lot.  Dr. Ken Robinson, are you familiar 1 

with him?  He says the problem with our schools 2 

is about changing educational paradigm.  We need 3 

to change.  He's got the I-Zone. 4 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 5 

MS. ROSELYN WILLIAMS:  You know, 30 minutes-6 

-listen, I want one more minute, I want one more 7 

minute, one more minute.  I know, but how could 8 

you give--how could you empower our community 9 

with 30 seconds?  How, how?  Just tell me how.  10 

You cutting us off.  How is that possible?  You 11 

can give her enough.  And listen, by her--and 12 

one more thing, you can give her her say, is 13 

that going to change anything?  Is that going to 14 

bring our school back here?  I just want to 15 

know. 16 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 17 

MS. ANAYA MIDDLETON:  My name is Anaya 18 

Middleton, I go to Brooklyn Collegiate, and - - 19 

Middle School.  What I think about the middle 20 

school is that it's like viable, and it takes 21 

kids like up to different--many levels.  So 22 

don't close the middle school down, because if 23 

you close the middle school down it's just going 24 

to be like a high school, and there'll be many 25 
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other places to go, but certain people don't 1 

have enough, like enough--I messed up.  When I 2 

first saw this school I was coming from my 3 

brother's meeting.  I thought it was just a high 4 

school but now I'm in the school.  It's good, 5 

it's taken me to a different level than what I 6 

am in another school.  When I was in my other 7 

school it was just like a school that like 8 

don't, don't...  So this school is better, and 9 

the middle school is good for me.  So I could--10 

okay, 30 seconds, okay--so I can get my grades 11 

up and stuff.  So when I get my grades up I 12 

could just be able to go to high school and go 13 

to a good college so I can do whatever I want 14 

when I grow up.  So don't close the middle 15 

school down or it's going to shut me down. 16 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 17 

MR. ZAMA HYMAN:  Good evening everyone.  My 18 

name is Mr. Hyman, I'm a sixth-grade teacher 19 

here, that's one of my students actually.  I 20 

came with a speech prepared, but I'm just going 21 

to talk off the top of my head how I feel.  22 

Really and truly, Brooklyn Collegiate has given 23 

children in the community a strong sense of 24 

self, a strong sense of being.  It has given 25 
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them a sense of pride, a way that they can 1 

walk about the streets and hold their heads up 2 

high, and I don't think this is something that 3 

should be taken from them.  There is a sense of 4 

family here, there's a sense of community, and 5 

I'm not just talking just in terms of who the 6 

teachers are, I'm talking in terms of everybody.  7 

I'm taking about the administration, I'm talking 8 

about staff, I'm talking about security, all 9 

right?  When the children come through the door-10 

-and not only with the students, but there's 11 

also a strong sense of community with the 12 

parents, okay?  And I think that this is 13 

something we really have to look towards, 14 

because we're talking about building--we're 15 

talking about the children of tomorrow, the 16 

children of the future.  And when you have 17 

children who are in a setting where there's a 18 

community setting, and they have a place where 19 

they can come and develop and grow on a social 20 

level, on an emotional level, on a psychological 21 

level, on an academic level, that's something 22 

that you just can't strip.  That's something 23 

that you should not take away, that's something 24 

that is very important to their well-being.  You 25 
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have students who are alumni who have heard 1 

about what's going on and they're very confused 2 

about the situation, and they want to help, and 3 

they've letting the word known to other 4 

students, and to other, you know, voicing their 5 

opinions to their peers.  So I definitely want 6 

to say that we need to save our school, we needs 7 

to save BC.  As you know this is happening not 8 

just at this school, it's happening to other 9 

schools also.  And I once heard a saying that 10 

says, tomorrow for you, or today for you, 11 

tomorrow for me--no, today for me, tomorrow for 12 

you.  So if we don't stand up today, and we 13 

don't let our voices be heard, this is the same 14 

thing that's going to happen across the board.  15 

So we got to stand up, and I'm saying, do not 16 

close our schools.  This is a school of 17 

community, a school where we provide a family 18 

setting for these children to grow and to learn.  19 

Thank you. 20 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  Numbers 9, 21 

10, 11, and 12, 13. 22 

MS. MERCEDES QUALLS:  Good evening Brooklyn 23 

Collegiate community, good evening to Principal 24 

Sias, and to the DOE guests.  My name is 25 
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Mercedes Qualls, I am a product of the Board 1 

of Education, Department of Education school 2 

system, and I was one of those little girls that 3 

one of the speakers referred to, going to school 4 

in Brownsville when there was a lot of turmoil 5 

back in the sixties.  At any case I am 6 

representing the union for supervisors and 7 

administrators, the CSA.  The DOE, Department of 8 

Ed, has scheduled 25 more schools for phase out 9 

and closure, and said that new schools opened 10 

under Mayor Bloomberg are better than those they 11 

replaced.  Yet in the latest round of closings 12 

11 schools were opened during the mayor's 13 

administration.  Ironically some of the mayor's 14 

new schools are usually among those that are 15 

closed, and become part of this vicious cycle of 16 

failure.  The New York City Public School System 17 

is not a place for experimentation, where we 18 

open and close schools for students who have 19 

already been traumatized by previous school 20 

closings.  Then there is the tragedy of all the 21 

young people who have not been saved, even 22 

briefly, by the city's new school safety net, 23 

but have been turned away from new schools for 24 

reasons of poor academic achievement, or for 25 
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other reasons, and sent to be warehoused in 1 

other low-performing schools that will probably 2 

be closed too.  This is a losing strategy for 3 

turning around low-performing schools which are 4 

invariably attended by children of color from 5 

economically disadvantaged communities.  The end 6 

game of this strategy is to eliminate schools 7 

that the administration has had at least a 8 

decade to fix, and to improve its data by 9 

creating new schools that won't have their own 10 

data for as long as four years.  The fact is 11 

that closure is an admission of the failure by 12 

city hall.  The Bloomberg administration needs 13 

to take more responsibility, not less, for 14 

schools that are not doing well, rather than 15 

turning them over to private entities like EPOs 16 

who are closing them and washing their hands of 17 

deep-rooted problems that it has been 18 

unsuccessful in remedying.  Thank you. 19 

MS. TURNEKA RENE:  Hi, my name is Turneka 20 

Rene, and I'm a student at Brooklyn Collegiate.  21 

Brooklyn Collegiate is a wonderful school for 22 

kids to learn and a safe place to be.  There are 23 

excellent teachers who always can assist you at 24 

any time.  Brooklyn Collegiate's like a second 25 
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home for me.  So far my experience at Brooklyn 1 

Collegiate is the most beautiful thing ever, 2 

because the way you see Brooklyn Collegiate is 3 

the way you see your home.  I would like to 4 

thank my teacher, Ms. Samuel [phonetic], for all 5 

that she's done for me, for putting my grades up 6 

to the top.  The Department of Education should 7 

not close Brooklyn Collegiate Middle School 8 

because at Brooklyn Collegiate we can do better.  9 

Teachers also work hard for us to do better.  10 

Closing BC is the worse thing ever.  Without 11 

Brooklyn Collegiate--and at Brooklyn Collegiate 12 

we are family, and we are family and we can 13 

stick together.  We can do better. 14 

MS. KAREN LLOYD:  Good evening everyone, my 15 

name is Karen Lloyd.  Anaya Middleton is my 16 

daughter, and this is her first year here in 17 

middle school in sixth grade, but I also have a 18 

son in high school that's here.  And that's one 19 

of the reasons I brought her here.  You see I 20 

speak from the heart, I don't have a paper or 21 

anything.  My son is a great student here, bring 22 

home 100s, 97s, like we're on the top of things.  23 

And that's our goal in our household.  You know, 24 

you look at the person at the top and try to be 25 
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that model, so that's what we do in our 1 

household.  I'm a single mom so that's my focus, 2 

keeping my son off the streets.  And this is 3 

family here, so this is why I brought my baby 4 

here.  There wasn't no spaces when I tried for 5 

middle school, cause I'm in the system for a 6 

transfer, it wasn't - - .  So even if I didn't 7 

want to bring my baby here, she had no other 8 

choice but to come here.  And being that family 9 

is here, that's why we're here.  Thank you very 10 

much. 11 

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you. 12 

MS. CYNTHIA PINO:  Okay, I get emotional, 13 

naturally.  So this is Brownsville.  You got 14 

welfare communities, you got broken homes, and 15 

poverty.  Some of us have families that come 16 

from these neighborhoods, so some of us live in 17 

these neighborhoods, so there's a strong sense 18 

of community.  The poor is usually experimented 19 

with, thrown around, and all these things that 20 

they endure.  And as educators teaching kids, no 21 

matter where they're from, we have a sense of 22 

pride in what we do.  And we teach these kids, 23 

and if you're teaching in Brownsville you're not 24 

just a teacher, you are a counselor, you are a 25 
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leader, a role model, that you can succeed.  1 

You listen to these children, and you try to 2 

help them and guide them every single day, and 3 

you work with them.  If they're not doing good 4 

you stay extra hours.  I wake up in the morning, 5 

and I know a lot of my colleagues work extra 6 

hard and they stay late.  I wake up in the 7 

morning and I check my cell phone for messages.  8 

And before I even brush my teeth I'm texting a 9 

parent or a student.  It's extra time that we 10 

put in.  And I don't know what's happening with 11 

education, but it's terrible right now, and it's 12 

just not in a good place.  And I don't feel that 13 

we should be so quick and eager to close down 14 

failing schools where we're not supporting these 15 

schools financially.  The poorer schools have 16 

the hardest struggle ever to make it through and 17 

cross over.  But we raise these kids with 18 

parents to become involved in the community, to 19 

be strong, to be prideful, to not hate, and to 20 

succeed and give back, become teachers, and move 21 

forward.  But right now it's a big, big 22 

struggle.  And as a teacher I could say it's 23 

degrading to see what's going on with our 24 

schools.  Thank you. 25 



 34

MS. OLIVIA ELLIS:  Thank you.  Okay, there 1 

was one question that was submitted, but the 2 

question does not apply to the truncation of the 3 

school.  So we will reply to that question on a 4 

public comment analysis.  We've heard many 5 

significant comments this evening.  We 6 

appreciate your feedback and your contributions 7 

to this hearing.  The information will be shared 8 

with the panel on educational policy which will 9 

have its hearing on February 9th, 2012 to vote 10 

on this proposal.  Please use the phone number 11 

or website on the bottom of the fact sheet if 12 

you have any other questions or concerns.  Thank 13 

you for coming out.  This joint public hearing 14 

is officially adjourned.  Thank you again. 15 

[END RECORDING] 16 
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