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 [START RECORDING] 1 

FEMALE VOICE:  Only people who have signed - 2 

- will be able to participate in the public 3 

comment.  All panel participants were asked to 4 

be here no later than 5:30 p.m.  Now that we 5 

have started, if a panel participant arrives 6 

late, he or she will be given the time to speak 7 

at the first opportune moment.  We want to be 8 

respectful of everyone's time.   9 

There may be elected officials who arrive at 10 

different times throughout the evening.  If they 11 

wish to speak, we'll do our best to accommodate 12 

them at the first opportune moment.  Those who 13 

are here at the start of the public comment 14 

segment will be asked to speak first.   15 

Tonight's format will be--excuse me, 16 

tonight's format will include a presentation of 17 

the proposed reciting by hearing participants, 18 

followed by public comments, speakers who have 19 

already signed up at the sign up table in the 20 

lobby.  If you have not yet signed up, you still 21 

have a few minutes remaining.  Again, the sign 22 

up is until 6:15.   23 

Public comments can be no longer than two 24 

minutes.  The time will be strictly followed and 25 
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speakers will be informed when their designated 1 

time has ended.  There will be a timekeeper who 2 

will let the speaker know when they have 30 3 

seconds remaining and then the time is up, two 4 

minutes.   5 

Success Academy Crown Heights has been 6 

approved by its current authorizer, the State of 7 

New York Charter Schools Institute, or SUNY, to 8 

open a new public charter school in Community 9 

School District 17.  Although this proposal has 10 

not yet been approved by the panel for education 11 

policy, SUNY is required hold a facilities 12 

hearing to receive feedback on the proposed re-13 

siting and co-location of Success Academy Crown 14 

Heights with P.S. 161.  As such--as such, this 15 

joint public hearing will also serve as a 16 

facilities hearing.   17 

There is a representative from SUNY in 18 

attendance and if you have any questions or 19 

comments on the charter itself, Maureen Murphy 20 

[phonetic] of SUNY will now tell you how to 21 

submit those questions and comments.    22 

MS. MAUREEN MURPHY:  Good evening.  My name 23 

is Maureen Murphy.  I'm the Director of Charter 24 

Accountability at SUNY Charter Schools 25 
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Institute.  I am here tonight to hold a public 1 

hearing on behalf of the Board of Trustees of 2 

the State University of New York, or SUNY.  SUNY 3 

is the authorizer of the charter school we are 4 

discussing today.  That means that SUNY approved 5 

the application to grade the school.  My 6 

organization, the SUNY Charter Schools 7 

Institute, will visit the school and report on 8 

its progress to parents.  As the school gets 9 

older, we will also make a recommendation to the 10 

SUNY trustees about whether or not the school 11 

has earned the right to stay open.   12 

Today our focus is on where the school will 13 

be located.  Education law requires SUNY to hold 14 

a public hearing any time one of its schools 15 

might open in an existing public school 16 

building.  I am here tonight to listen to your 17 

comments about the proposal to move Success 18 

Academy Charter School Crown Heights, serving 19 

grades K through eight, in part of building 20 

K161, located in CSE 17 in September of 2014.   21 

SUNY is holding this hearing now, at the 22 

same time that the DOE is holding its hearing, 23 

so that we don't have to ask parents and 24 

community members to attend two different 25 
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hearings on the same subject.  We want to be 1 

sure that we have the opportunity to hear from 2 

as many parents, teachers, school leaders, and 3 

members of the community as we can.   4 

I do want to note that SUNY has to make its 5 

own decision regarding the school using the 6 

proposed space.  I will be taking notes on 7 

comments made tonight.  In addition, you may 8 

give any written comments you have with you.  9 

You can email comments to charter@SUNY.edu.  You 10 

may mail comments to 41 State Street, Suite 700, 11 

Albany, New York, 12207; or fax comments to 518-12 

427-6510.  I have extra copies of our notices 13 

with me that include all of this contact 14 

information.   15 

SUNY will accept comments through October 16 

20th, 2013.  We set this deadline for five days 17 

after the meeting of the Panel for Educational 18 

Policy for this co-location that we discuss.  19 

That way, if there is any information that you 20 

get as part of the conversation from the PEP 21 

meeting that you wish to share with us, you will 22 

have time to do so.  SUNY will make a decision 23 

on its co-location at the close of the comment 24 

period.  In advance, I want to thank you for 25 
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your comments tonight.  We appreciate you 1 

taking the time to be here.   2 

FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you.  I would now like 3 

to introduce the panel that's been assembled for 4 

this joint public hearing.  In addition to 5 

Maureen Murphy from the State University of New 6 

York, there is also the Chancellor's Designee, 7 

Amanda Cogg [phonetic], from the DOE Office of 8 

Portfolio Management.   9 

Both the District 17 CEC and P.S. 161 SLT 10 

were invited to participate and tonight--excuse 11 

me, invited to participate tonight and had 12 

confirmed their attendance.  They have not yet 13 

arrived and are yet not in attendance.  We 14 

welcome their participation and will accommodate 15 

them at the first opportune moment.  We will 16 

also note that P.S. 161's principal, Principal 17 

Johnson [phonetic], is in attendance and is on 18 

the SLT.  He has declined to provide at 19 

statement at this time.   20 

I will now turn the time over to 21 

Chancellor's Designee Amanda Cogg and the DOE 22 

Office of Portfolio Management who will present 23 

the proposal. 24 

MS. AMANDA COGG:  Thanks, Sonya [phonetic].  25 
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The New York City Department of Education is 1 

proposing to re-site and co-location Success 2 

Academy Charter School Crown Heights, an 3 

existing public charter school, to school 4 

building K161 beginning in 2014-2014 school 5 

year.  K161 is located at 330 Crown Street, 6 

Brooklyn, New York, 1125, in Community School 7 

District 17.  Success Academy Crown Heights will 8 

be co-located in building 161 with P.S. 161 The 9 

Crown, an existing zoned district elementary 10 

school currently serving students in 11 

kindergarten through five grade, as well as 12 

eighth grade.   13 

Success Academy Crown Heights is a charter 14 

school that opened this school year and is 15 

currently serving kindergarten and first grade 16 

students in building K167 at 1025 Eastern 17 

Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, 11213, also in 18 

District 17.  K167 also has two schools, P.S. 19 

167 The Parkway, and P.S. 532, New Bridges 20 

Elementary School.  In educational impact 21 

statement posted on March 1st, 2013, the DOE 22 

noted that it had considered long-term options 23 

to accommodate the future K through five siting 24 

of Success Academy Crown Heights, since only 25 
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grades K through two could be accommodated in 1 

building K167.   2 

If this proposal is approved by the Panel 3 

for Educational Policy, Success Academy Crown 4 

Heights will be re-sited from K167 to K161 5 

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, and will 6 

serve 180 to 250 students in kindergarten 7 

through second grade.  Success Academy Crown 8 

Heights will continue adding one grade per year 9 

until it reaches full-scale in 2017-2018 when it 10 

will serve kindergarten through five grades.   11 

That year, when Success Academy Crown 12 

Heights is at full scale, there will be--there 13 

will be approximately 780 to 930 students served 14 

in the building by P.S. 161 and Success Academy 15 

Crown Heights, yielding a projected utilization 16 

rate of 83 to 99%.  This demonstrates that there 17 

is sufficient space for both schools in building 18 

K161.   19 

In February 2012, the PEP approved a grade 20 

truncation of P.S. 161, which means the school 21 

will no longer serve sixth through eighth grade 22 

students and will only serve kindergarten 23 

through fifth grade students in the long term.  24 

After the last class of eighth grade students 25 



 9 

graduates in June 2014, P.S. 161 will no longer 1 

offer any middle school grades.  Building K161 2 

has the capacity to serve approximately 941 3 

students, currently the building serves 4 

approximately 533 students, yielding a building 5 

utilization rate of 57%, which indicates that 6 

the building is underutilized.   7 

FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you.  We have now 8 

concluded the formal presentation.  I have 9 

asked--excuse me.  I am asking the following 10 

people to line up for public comment.  We have 11 

an order of the number you received when you 12 

signed up.  Number one, D. Wait [phonetic] and 13 

number two C. Chester [phonetic].  You are 14 

reminded that the public comments must be 15 

limited to two minutes.  Time will kept and we 16 

will signal you when you have 30 seconds 17 

remaining and your time is us.  Okay.  The first 18 

speaker is Dean Wait. 19 

MS. D. WAIT:  Good evening.  I'm reading a 20 

statement on behalf of the SLT, who submitted 21 

the statement to be read at this meeting.  I am 22 

not a member of the SLT.  The parent members of 23 

the SLT reiterate that the SLT cannot 24 

participate in this joint public hearing.  The 25 
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SLT has not had an opportunity to consider the 1 

proposal which DOE hurriedly pushed through and 2 

scheduled a joint public hearing date of its 3 

choosing, in spite of protest from the CEC.  In 4 

addition, the SLT has not been properly engaged 5 

or consulted.  Therefore, there is no way that 6 

the SLT can be said to participate in this joint 7 

public hearing. 8 

FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you.  Speaker number 9 

two, C. Chester?  Speaker number two, C. 10 

Chester?  Speaker number two, C. Chester?   11 

[Pause] 12 

FEMALE VOICE:  All right.  It looks like--13 

speaker number two, C. Chester, one last call.  14 

It is now 6:15.  Do we have any more names?   15 

[Pause] 16 

FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you very much for your 17 

comments that we have received this evening.  We 18 

have heard the comments and we appreciate your 19 

feedback and contribution to this hearing.  20 

Information will be shared with the Panel for 21 

Education Policy, which will have its meeting on 22 

October 15th at 6:00 p.m. at Prospect Heights 23 

Campus located at 883 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, 24 

New York, 11225, to vote on this proposal.   25 
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The email address and phone number where 1 

comments may be made is 2 

D17proposal@schools.nyc.gov; D 17, the number, 3 

P-R-O-P-O-S-A-L-S at schools dot N-Y-C dot G-O-4 

V.  And the phone number is 212-374-0208.  Thank 5 

you all for coming.  This joint public hearing 6 

is officially adjourned. 7 

[END RECORDING] 8 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 1 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 2 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 3 

best of my ability. 4 

 5 

Signature:   6 

Date:  October 10, 2013  7 

 8 

  9 

  10 

  11 

  12 

  13 

  14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

  18 

  19 

  20 

  21 

  22 

  23 

  24 

   25 


