
 

 
 
 
      November 17, 2010 
 
Hon. David Steiner  
Commissioner of Education  
89 Washington Avenue  
Albany, NY 12234 
 
Dear Commissioner Steiner,    

 
Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein have made major improvements to New York 

City’s school system. Their emphasis on accountability and innovation has resulted in educational 
gains for New York City students that, just eight years ago, few believed possible.    
 

Now, it is imperative that the progress continue, and New York City schools keep moving 
forward.  We strongly believe that Cathie Black has the skills, experience, and leadership ability to 
achieve that goal, and we urge you to grant the waiver allowing her to serve as Chancellor of the New 
York City public school system. 

 
Over the past 40 years, Ms. Black has demonstrated extraordinary management acumen.  

She has been a pioneer in her field, unafraid of confronting the conventional wisdom, and 
determined to succeed.  Her track record of success at various different companies speaks for itself, 
and the skills she has developed are ones that are essential to running any large organization, whether 
in the private, public, or nonprofit sector.  We know this from our experience with Cathie over many 
years. 

 
We cannot take for granted the progress New York City schools are making.  The City must 

continue to have strong leadership at the top – leadership that is capable of making the hard 
decisions, targeting resources effectively, developing innovative new approaches, and challenge the 
status quo.  In each of these areas, you would be hard-pressed to find a more qualified and more 
capable candidate than Cathie Black. 

 
Cathie will have the support of the many exceptional educational professionals at the 

Department of Education.  We have no doubt that she is up for the job – and we have no doubt in 
her ability to succeed.  Our children deserve a chancellor with Cathie’s background and talents, and 
the future of New York City requires no less. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Eve Burton 
Vice President & General Counsel 
The Hearst Corporation 
 

 
Michael Clinton 
President, Marketing & Publishing Director 
Hearst Magazines 

Linda L. Addison 
Partner-in-Charge, New York 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP 
 
Elizabeth I. Apelles 
CEO, Greater Than One, Inc. 
 
Joseph W. Armbrust 
Partner, Sidley Austin LLP 
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Leonard P. Forman 
CFO & Executive Vice President Retired 
New York Times Company 

 
Louis V. Gerstner, Jr. 
Retired Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, 
IBM 

 
Michael Gould 
Chairman & CEO 
Bloomingdale’s 
 

 
Muhtar Kent 
President & CEO 
The Coca Cola Company 
 

 
Donald Keough 
Chairman 
Allen & Company Incorporated 
 

 
Ed Lewis 
Senior Advisor, Solera Capital 
Founder, Essence Magazine 
 

  
John Loughlin 
Executive Vice President & General Manager 
Hearst Magazines 
 

Candace K. Beinecke 
Chair, Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP 
 
Walter A. Bell 
Chairman, Swiss Re America Holding 
Corporation 
 
Jeffrey L. Bewkes 
Chairman & CEO 
Time Warner Inc. 
 
Lloyd C. Blankfein 
Chairman & CEO, Goldman Sachs & Co. 
 
Marianne C. Brown 
President & CEO 
Omgeo, LLC 
 
Kevin Burke 
Chairman, President & CEO 
Con Edison 
 
Jerome A. Chazen 
Chairman, Chazen Capital Partners, LLC 
 
Kenneth Chenault 
Chairman & CEO 
American Express Company 
 
Archibald Cox,  Jr. 
Chairman, Barclays Capital 
 
Philippe P. Dauman 
President and CEO 
Viacom Inc. 
 
Sheila K. Davidson 
EVP, Chief Legal Officer & General 
Counsel 
New York Life Insurance Company 
 
Donald F. Donahue 
Chairman & CEO 
The Depository Trust and Clearing 
Corporation 
 
Renaud Dutreil 
Chairman 
LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton Inc. 
 
Alan Fishman 
Chairman 
Ladder Capital Finance 
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Terry Lundgren 
Chairman, President & CEO 
Macy’s, Inc. 

 

  
Ann S. Moore 
Chairman 
Time Inc. 

 

 
Stan O’Neal 
Former Chairman & CEO 
Merrill Lynch 

 

 
Samuel J. Palmisano 
Chairman, President & CEO 
IBM Corporation 

 

 
Jerry I. Speyer 
Chairman & Co-CEO 
Tishman Speyer 

 
John F. Sturm 
President & CEO 
Newspaper Association of America 
 

 
 
Charles H. Townsend 
CEO 
Condé Nast 

 

Jay Fishman 
Chairman & CEO 
The Travelers Companies, Inc. 
 
Mark T. Gallogly 
Managing Partner 
Centerbridge Partners 
 
Thomas Glocer 
CEO, Thomson Reuters 
 
Barry M. Gosin 
Chief Executive Officer 
Newmark Knight Frank 
 
Susan L. Hayes 
President & CEO 
Cauldwell Wingate Company 
 
Stephen R. Howe, Jr. 
Americas Area Managing Partner, Ernst 
& Young LLP 
 
Carla Hendra 
Chairman, Global Strategy & Innovation 
Practice, Ogilvy & Mather Worldwide 
 
H. Dale Hemmerdinger 
President, Atco Properties & 
Management, Inc. 
 
Peter B. Hennessy 
President, Tri-State Region, Cassidy 
Turley 
 
Brian T. Horey 
President, Aurelian Management 
 
Mel M. Immergut 
Chairman, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & 
McCloy LLP 
 
Erik W. Kahn 
Partner, Bryan Cave LLP 
 
Thomas D. Kearns 
Partner, Olshan, Grundman, Frome, 
Rosenzweig & Wolosky LLP 
 
Jeff Kindler 
Chairman & CEO, Pfizer 
 
David P. Kirchhoff 
President & CEO 
Weight Watchers International, Inc. 
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Kathryn Wylde  
President & CEO  
Partnership for New York City 
 

 
David Zaslav 
President & CEO 
Discovery Communications, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Klaus Kleinfeld 
Chairman & CEO, Alcoa Inc. 
 
Henry R. Kravis 
Co-Chairman & Co-CEO, Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts & Co. 
 
William P. Lauder 
Executive Chairman, The Estée Lauder 
Companies, Inc. 
 
Jeffrey E. Levine 
Chairman, Levine Builders 
 
Martin Lipton 
Senior Partner 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 
 
Kerrie D. MacPherson 
Partner, Ernst & Young LLP 
 
Peter L. Malkin 
Senior Partner & Chairman, Malkin 
Holdings, LLC 
 
Donald B. Marron 
Chairman & CEO, Lightyear Capital 
 
Peter W. May 
President & COO 
Trian Partners 
 
Raymond W. McDaniel, Jr. 
Chairman & CEO, Moody's Investors 
Service 
 
Hamish McLennan 
Global Chairman & CEO 
Young & Rubicam 
 
Amy Merchant 
Senior Partner & Managing Director, NY 
Metro 
The Boston Consulting Group, Inc. 
 
Thomas J. Moran 
Chairman, President & CEO, Mutual of 
America Life Insurance Company 
 
Joshua L. Muss 
President, Muss Development Company 
 
Al Neuharth 
Founder USAToday 
Founder and Senior Advisory Chairman, 
Freedom Forum 
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Ernesta G. Procope 
Chairman, E.G. Bowman Co., Inc. 
 
Joseph H. Reich 
Founder, Joseph H. Reich & Company 
 
Denise M. Richardson 
Managing Director, The General 
Contractors Association of New York, 
Inc. 
 
Peter Riguardi 
President, New York Region, Jones 
Lang LaSalle 
 
James D. Robinson, III 
Co-Founder & General Partner 
RRE Ventures 
 
Stephen M. Ross 
Chairman & CEO, The Related 
Companies, L.P. 
 
Wilbur L. Ross, Jr. 
Chairman & CEO 
WL Ross & Co. LLC 
 
Michael I. Roth 
Chairman & CEO 
Interpublic Group 
 
William C. Rudin 
CEO & Vice Chairman 
Rudin Management Company, Inc. 
 
Thomas A. Russo 
Executive Vice President & General 
Counsel 
American International Group, Inc. 
 
Elliot G. Sander 
Group Chief Executive, Global 
Transportation 
AECOM 
 
Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Chairman, CEO & Co-Founder 
The Blackstone Group 
 
Frank J. Sciame 
Chairman & CEO, F.J. Sciame 
Construction Co., Inc. 
 
Jennifer Scully-Lerner 
VP, Investment Management Division 
Goldman Sachs & Co. 
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Stanley S. Shuman 
Managing Director, Allen & Company LLC 
 
James H. Singer 
Partner & New York Office Leader 
A.T. Kearney, Inc. 
 
Klaus-Peter Statz 
President & CEO, Deutsche Telekom, Inc. 
 
David Stileman 
Chief Executive Officer, Americas, Standard 
Chartered Bank 
 
Arthur J. Torno 
Vice President, New York 
American Airlines 
 
Mark L. Wagar 
President & CEO, Empire Blue Cross Blue 
Shield 
 
Charles Weinstein 
CEO, EisnerAmper LLP 
 
Scott D. Widmeyer 
Chairman, Widmeyer Communications 
 
John F. Williams, II 
SVP-National Director Sustainable 
Development, HDR, Inc. 
 
Marcia S. Wilson 
President, Daffy's 
 
Laila J. Worrell 
Partner, Accenture 
 
Strauss Zelnick 
CEO, ZelnickMedia Corporation 
 


