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P. S. 94 First Grade Curriculum Map 2015-2016 
Curriculum and 
Transdisciplinary 
Themes 

Who We Are Where we 
Are in Place 

and Time 

How we 
Express 

Ourselves 

How the World Works How We 
Organize 
Ourselves 

Sharing The Planet 
 

Calendar 
Pacing 

September 
(12 days) 

October 
(21 days) 

November 
(17 days) 

December  
(17 days) 

January- 
(19 days) 

February- 
(16 days) 

March 
(22 days) 

April (16 days)-  
May (21 days) 

June  
(19 days) 

Core 
Knowledge 
Listening and 
Learning 
Strand 
Domains 

Fables and 
Stories 
 

The Human 
Body 
PBL 

Different 
Lands and 
Similar 
Stories 

Early 
American 
Civilizations 
   

Astronomy  
PBL 

The History 
of the Earth  

A New 
Nation 

Animals and 
Habitats  
PBL 
 

Fairy 
Tales  

Essential 
Question  

How can 
stories 
teach us life 
lessons? 

What are the 
fundamental parts 
and functions of 
the five systems in 
our bodies? 
How can I develop 
living habits to 
help me grow 
strong and 
healthy? 

How can 
versions of 
the same 
story teach us 
about 
different 
cultures? 

What are the 
fundamental 
features and 
practices of the 
Mayan, Aztec, 
and Incan 
Civilizations?  

 

What makes 
up a solar 
system? 

What is the 
planet Earth 
made up of? 

What were the 
events that led 
to the birth of 
the new 
nation, the 
United States 
of America? 

How do 
animals adapt 
to their 
habitat?  

How can I 
distinguish 
fairy tales 
from other 
types of 
fiction? 

Core 
Knowledge 
Listening and 
Learning 
strands and 
skills 

I can compare and 
contrast between 
fables and stories. 
I can identify 
character, plot and 
setting in the story. 
I can explain the 
moral of the fable. 
I can ask and 
answer questions 
about the fables. 

I can identify the 
functions of each system 
in the human body. 
I can explain the human 
body is a network of the 
system. 
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
human body. 
I can make text to self-
connection. 

I can compare and 
contrast between two 
stories.  
I can describe the 
characters, plot, and 
setting of a giving 
story. 
I can explain the story 
have a beginning, 
middle and end.  
I can explain that 
people from different 
lands and cultures tell 
similar stories.  
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
stories. 

I can identify the areas 
in which the Maya/ 
Aztec/Inca lived. 
I can explain the 
Maya/Aztec/ Inca 
developed large cities or 
population centers many 
years ago.  
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
Maya/Aztec/ Inca’s 
civilization.  
I can compare and 
contrast orally or in 
writing similarities and 
differences between the 
early civilizations. 

I can identify all the 
planets in the Solar 
System. 
I can explain what the 
Solar System is. 
I can explain that the 
Earth orbit the sun. 
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
Solar System.  
I can explain the 
astronomers study the 
moon and stars using 
telescopes.  
I can describe the 
connection between 
the planets in the 
system 

I can explain the 
earth and its history 
is result of the work 
of many scientists.  
I can identify the 
layers of the earth.  
I can describe the 
crust, the mantle and 
core inside the earth.  
I can describe how 
heat, pressure, and 
time cause many 
changes.  
I can answer and ask 
questions about the 
earth.  
 

I can locate the thirteen 
original colonies. 
I can describe how the 
thirteen colonies evolve 
from dependence on 
Great Britain to a nation. 
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
details of the text. 
I can describe the 
connection between two 
individuals and events 
in the text. 
I can listen to and 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
text. 
 

I can explain what a 
habitat is. 
I can explain why living 
thing live in habitats to 
which they are 
particularly suited. 
I can identify the 
characteristics of each 
habitat. 
I can classify animals on 
the basis of the types of 
food that they eat. 
I can ask and answer 
questions about the 
animals and the habitats. 
I can describe the 
connections between 
animals and habitats in 
the text. 

I can compare 
and contrast 
between two 
fairy tales. 
I can identify the 
elements of the 
fairy tales. 
I can identify 
common 
characteristics of 
fairy tales; such 
as “once upon a 
time”, etc. 
I can ask and 
answer questions 
of the fairy tales. 
I can retell the 
key details of the 
story.  

Lessons 1, 4, 6, 7, 9 1-6, 8, 9 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 
8 (tentative) 

 1-3, 5, 8, 9 1-4, 5 
optional, 6-8 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
12 

1-9, in addition 
to Read-Aloud 
from books 

1,4-5, 6-7, 
8-9 
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Scaffolds Visuals,  
Videos 

Visuals, Taxonomy 
of the Human 
Body, 
Videos 

Image cards, 
Multiple 
meaning word 
posters. 
World map 

Image cards, 
Multiple meaning 
word posters. 
Taxonomy 
World map 

Models  
Visuals  
Videos 
Taxonomy 

Models  
Visuals 
Videos 
Taxonomy 

Videos  
Image cards, 
Multiple meaning 
word posters. 
Taxonomy 

Image cards, 
Multiple meaning 
word posters. 
Taxonomy 
Videos 

Videos  
Image 
cards, 
Multiple 
meaning 
word 
posters. 
Taxonomy 

Language 
Standards 

Conventions of Standard English: 

L.1.1a, 1b, 1c , 1d, 1e, 1f, 1,g, 1h, 1i, 1j 

L1.2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2,d, 2e 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:  
L 1.4, 4a, 4b, 4c 
L 1.5, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d 
L 1.6,  

Writing 
(Aligned to 
Essential 
Question) 
Pre and Post  

Portfolio 
Student 
Choice 
(ELA & 
NLA) 
Narrative  
Pre/Post-
Everyday we 
learn a 
lesson. 
Stories teach 
us a lesson. 
Write a story 
that teaches 
a lesson. 
Remember 
to include 
details to tell 
your story. 
 

Portfolio 
(NLA)-Spanish D 
Informational  
Pre/Post- 
The human body 
has systems that 
work together to 
keep us alive. 
Pick one system. 
Write an 
informational 
text where you 
teach about how 
one system 
works. 
Remember to 
include details 
about the body 
system. 

Portfolio 
(ELA) 
Opinion 

Pre/Post- 
Countries 
teach similar 
stories in 
different ways. 
Which version 
of a story was 
your favorite? 
Why? Provide 
two reasons to 
explain your 
opinion. 

Informational  

Pre/Post- 
The Maya, 
Aztec, and Inca 
were three 
important 
civilizations. 
Write an 
informational 
text where you 
compare and 
contrast two of 
the three 
civilizations.  

 
 

Portfolio 
(NLA) 
Informational  
Pre/Post- 
The solar 
system is made 
up of many 
different 
celestial 
bodies.  Write 
an 
informational 
text where you 
teach about 
what makes up 
the solar 
system. 

Portfolio 
(ELA) 
Informational  

Pre/Post- 
Planet Earth 
is made up of 
many things. 
Write an 
explanatory 
text that 
explains what 
Planet Earth 
is made up of. 
Remember to 
include facts 
about your 
topic. 
 

Informational 
Pre/Post- 
Think of one 
event that led to 
the 
independence 
of the United 
States. Write to 
explain the 
importance of 
the event. 
Remember to 
include facts 
about your 
topic. 

Portfolio 
(NLA) 
Opinion  
Pre/Post- 
Living things live 
in habitats to 
which they are 
particularly 
suited. Choose 
one animal. In 
your opinion, 
explain why the 
animal can 
survive in that 
habitat. Provide 
three or more 
reasons to 
support your 
opinion. 

Narrative 
Pre/Post- 
Fairy tales 
are special 
stories 
that 
entertain 
the 
readers. 
Write your 
own fairy 
tale. 
Remember 
to include 
details to 
tell your 
fairy tale. 

Project Based 
Learning 

PBL –  
Students will 
create a 
story using 
puppets. 

PBL- 
Students will 
model how the 5 
systems of the 
body work. 

PBL –  
Students will 
create a book 
that have a 
beginning, 
middle and 
end 

PBL –  
Students will 
create a model 
of the 
civilization they 
learned. 

PBL-  
Students will create models of 
the solar system and/or the 
layers of the Earth. 

PBL –  
Students will 
plan and then 
act out roles 
played by the 
Important 
founders 
discussed in 
this domain. 

PBL- 
Students will 
create dioramas 
of different 
animals in their 
habitats. 

PBL –  
Students 
will create 
a story 
using 
puppets. 
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Trips Puppet 
Works  
Plays/Theat
ers 

Museum of 
Natural History 

Puppet Works  
Plays/Theaters 
(CSI, BMCC)  

Native 
American 
Museums  
 

Planetarium 
Museum of 
Natural 
History 
  

Museum of 
Natural 
History 
(Dinosaurs) 
 

Historic 
Richmond 
Town 

Farm 
Zoo 
Aquarium   
 

Puppet 
Works  
Plays/ 
Theaters 

Core 
Knowledge 
Skills Strand 

Sept – Oct 15 
Tricky Words 

Word Recognition 
Assessment 

Reading Assessment 
 

Oct – Nov 
Reading Phrases and 

Sentences; 
Partner Reading, 

Independent Reading 
Guided Reading 

 
Partner Reading, Independent Reading, Guided Reading:  Reading Comprehension Identify Nouns, 
Pronouns Present, Past, Future; Verb Tenses, Contractions, Adjectives, Prepositions, Root Words, 

Statements, Questions and Exclamations, Building Sentences with Conjunctions, Quotation Marks and 
Commas 

Social Studies  My Family and Other Families, Now and Long Ago 

NYS K-8 Social 
Studies Scope 
and Sequence 

Families and 
Communities 
are Important 

Families Now and Long Ago The Community How We Organize Ourselves 

NYS K-8 Social 
Studies 
Framework 

Individual 
Development 
and Cultural 
Identity 

Time, Continuity and Change Civics Ideals and Practices 
 
Geography, Humans, and the Environment 
(to teach in February, aligned to The History of the 
Earth and How the World Works Theme) 

Economic Systems 

Social Studies 
Essential 
Question 

Why are 
families 
important 
and how do 
they influence 
who we are? 

How do families grow and 
change over time? 

What is a community? 
 

How do jobs and money affect communities? 

Envisions Math 
and Exemplars 

Topic 1  
(Sept 9 – 29) 

 

Topic 2  
Sept 30 – Oct 
26) 

Topic 3  
(Oct 27 – Nov 
18 

Topic 4  
(Nov 19 – Dec 
8 

Topic 5  
(Dec 9 -22 

Topic 7  
(Dec23- Jan 

15) 

 

Topic 8  
(Jan19- Jan 29) 

 

Topic 9 

Feb 1 – Feb12) 
Topic 10  
(Feb 22 – Mar 

11) 

 

Topic 11  
(Mar 14 – 22) 

Topic 6 
(Mar.23-Apr.1) 

Topic 12  
(Apr.4-12) 

Topic 13  
(Apr.13-22) 

Topic 14  
(May 2-25) 

Topic 15  
(May26-June6) 

 Solve 
Addition & 
Subtractio
n Problem 

to 10 

Fluently 
Add & 
Subtract 
within 10 

Addition 
Facts to 

20  
Use 

Strategies 

Subtractio
n Facts to 

20 
Use 

Strategies 

Work With 
Addition 

and 
Subtractio

n 
Equations 

Extend 
the 
Counting 
Sequence 

1 - 120 

Understa
nd Place 

Value 

Compare 
2 Digit 
Number 

 

Use 
Models & 
Strategie
s to add 
Tens and 
Ones 

Use 
Models &  
Strategie

s to 
Subtract 

Tens 

Represe
nt and 

Interpret 
Data 

Measure 
Length 

Time Reason 
with 

Shapes 
and Their 
Attributes 

Equal 
Shares 

of Circles 
and 

Rectangl
es  

Standards 1.OA.1, 
D8 

1.OA.C5 
&C6, 
B3,.D4, 
D8 

1.OA.5.6 
1.OA.A1,

B3.C6 

1.OA.B4, 
C5, C6, 

A1 

1.OA.A1, 
A2, B3, 
D7, D8 

1.NBT.A1, 
B2 

1.NBT.B2
a, b, c 

1.NBT.B2, 
2a, 2b, 2c 

1.NBT.C4 
1.NBT.C5 
 

1.NBT.C5, 
C6 

1.MD. C4 1.MD.1 & 
2 

1.MD.B3 1.GA.A1, 
A2 

1.GA.A3 
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Assessment  Beginning 
of the Year 
Placement 

Test 
 

Topic 1 
Test 

 

Addition 
and 
Subtraction 
Fluency 
within 10 
Assessmen
t 
Topic 2 test 

Topic 3 
test 
Exemplar 
Summativ
e- Betty’s 
Balloon 

Topic 4 
test 

Topic 5 
Test 

Topic 7 
test 

Topic 8 
Test 

Exemplar 
Summativ
e- Ray’s 

Shirt 
Pocket 

Topic 9 
test 

Topic 10 
test 
Mid-Year 
Assessme
nt 

Topic 11 
Test 

Topic 6 
test 

Exemplar 
Summativ

e 
-Worms 

Topic 12 
Test 

Topic 13 
Test 

Topic 14 
Test 

Topic 15 
test 

Exemplar 
Summativ
e-Friends 

and 
Pizzas 

Science Scope 
and Sequence 

Sept – November (12 weeks) 
Animal Diversity 

Essential Question:  
How are animals alive and different? 

Key Ideas: 
LE. Key Idea 1: Living things are both 
similar to and different from each other and 
from nonliving things. 
LE. Key Idea 2: Organisms inherit genetic 
information in a variety of ways that result 
in continuity of structure and function 
between parents and offspring. 
LE. Key Idea 3: Individual organisms and 
species change over time. 
LE. Key Idea 4: The continuity of life is 
sustained through reproduction and 
development. 

Dec – February (10 weeks) 
Properties of Matter 

Essential Question:  

How do we describe the properties of matter?  

Key Ideas: 

PS. Key Idea 2: Many of the phenomena that we observe on 

Earth involve interactions among components of air, water, and 
land. 

PS. Key Idea 3: Matter is made up of particles whose properties 

determine the observable characteristics of matter and its 
reactivity. 

March – June (14 weeks) 
Weather and Seasons 

Essential Question:  
How does seasonal change affect temperature and 

weather conditions over a period of time? 

Key Ideas: 
PS. Key Idea 1: The Earth and celestial phenomena 
can be described by principles of relative motion and 
perspective. 
PS. Key Idea 2: Many of the phenomena that we 
observe on Earth involve interactions among 
components of air, water, and land. 
PS. Key Idea 3: Matter is made up of particles whose 
properties determine the observable characteristics of 
matter and its reactivity. 
PS. Key Idea 4: Energy exists in many forms, and 
when these forms change energy is conserved. 

Standard and 
Pattern 

Information Systems  

Key Idea 1: Information technology is used 

to retrieve, process, and communicate 
information as a tool to enhance learning. 

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Key Idea 1: Information technology is used to retrieve, process, 
and communicate information as a tool to enhance learning. 

Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 

Key Idea 1: Through systems thinking, people can recognize the 
commonalities that exist among all systems and how parts of a 
system interrelate and combine to perform specific functions. 

Key Idea 2: Models are simplified representations of objects, 
structures, or systems used in analysis, explanation, 
interpretation, or design. 

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Key Idea 1: Information technology is used to 

retrieve, process, and communicate information as a 
tool to enhance learning. 
Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 
Key Idea 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6 
Standard 7: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 
Key Idea 1, 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 


