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I
t’s a great time to turn four in 

New York City. 

This September, for the first 
time in City history, every four 

year old will have access to free, 
full-day, high-quality pre-K. 

The Department of Education’s 
historic Pre-K for All program 

is in the 
second year 
of expansion. In 
the first year, more than 53,000 
children enrolled in the program. 
But that number is expected to 
grow to serve every elegible four-
year old for the upcoming 2015-16 
school year.

But it’s not just the number 
of seats that’s increasing—
enthusiasm among eligible 
families has skyrocketed. The 
Pre-K for All application process 
launched on March 16, and in the 
first ten days, over 37,000 families 
had already applied. 

“Sending your child to pre-K 
is arguably one of the most 
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important education decisions 
your family can make,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña said. 
“It’s an enormously important year, 
where children build their reading, 
math, language, social, and creative 
skills that will drastically improve 
their abilities in later grades.”

In fact, every child who attends 
full-day pre-K will have 
more than 1,100 hours 
of instruction by the 
time kindergarten 
starts. That’s hundreds 
of hours learning to 
share with classmates, 
reading new vocabulary, 
being curious and asking 
questions, painting and drawing, 
and receiving instruction from a 
trained and expert teacher. Studies 
have also shown that children who 
attend high-quality pre-K reach 
higher levels of education and have 
higher incomes as adults.

This year, the Pre-K for All 
application process is easier than 
ever for families: using a single 
application, families can apply to 
full-day pre-K programs at 
district schools and New York 
City Early Childhood Centers 
(formerly called Community-
Based Early Childhood Centers). 
Families may rank up to 12 
programs. 

The application period will 
remain open until April 24. 
Families can apply in any of 
three ways: online at nyc.gov/
prek, over the phone through 

311, or in person at 
any of the 12 Family 

Welcome Centers. The 
online application is translated into 
nine languages, and families can 
receive over the phone support in 
more than 200 languages. 

This year, for the first time, every 
four year old in New York City will 
have access to this life-changing 
educational opportunity. Pre-K 
programs are available in every 
neighborhood in every borough, 
giving families and their children 

nearby options in virtually any 
direction. 

“Come September, more children 
than ever will walk through the 
doors of our district schools and 
Early Education Centers on a path 
that will help them succeed in their 
education and beyond,” said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

And while 2015 is a great time to turn 
four, the advantages of enrolling in 
pre-K this year will benefit students 
for decades to come.
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State exams for grades 3-8 are 
around the corner. How can I help 
prepare my child?

State exams will be given during 
the weeks of April 13 and 20. 
These exams help gauge how 
much your child has learned this 
school year. But remember, the 
exams given to students in grades 
3-8 are only one measure of how 
your child is doing. Last year, we 
made a dramatic change to our 
promotion policy. Instead of basing 
student promotion on just a single 
test score, we now use multiple 
measures, like classwork, to decide 
if a student is ready to move to the 
next grade.

You can help your child do his 
or her best on these exams by 
establishing a routine. Going to bed 
on time, waking up at the same 
time every day, and setting up two 
or three quiet places for studying 
can help. It can get old very quickly 
sitting in the same place for long 
periods of time, day after day. 

And remember—take breaks! The 
week before the first set of exams 
is spring break. While this is an 

excellent time for your child to set 
aside extra time to study, getting 
outside and exercising is beneficial. 
Exercise can actually help improve 
your child’s memory, and will help 
him or her stay fresh.

Most importantly, remind your 
child to relax! 

Has next year’s 2015-16 school 
year calendar been released yet? 

Yes, and I am proud to announce 
the addition of two holidays to 
the official school year calendar. 
All public schools will be closed 
to recognize Eid Al-Fitr and Eid 
Al-Adha. Closing school for these 
holidays recognizes the incredible 
diversity of our families, and 
ensures that the hundreds of 
thousands of Muslim families 
in New York City can observe 
the holiday. We will not lose any 
instructional days as a result of 
these new school holidays. 

Find the entire 2015-16 school year 
calendar online here. 

Renewal Schools seem to be 
generating a lot of coverage! 
What’s all the buzz about?

Our Renewal School initiative 
is focused on turning around 
historically struggling schools 
and has already started to show 
promising results. In the past 

several months, initial changes 
have gotten underway, including 
extended learning time, academic 
intervention teams to overhaul 
curriculum and course offerings, 
and groups of experienced 
principals and assistant principals 
sent to high-needs schools to 
strengthen leadership and help 
change direction. 

At one Renewal School, Richmond 
Hill High School, more students 
are already on track to graduate. 
The campus has also become 
dramatically safer, with fewer 
incidents and a significant drop in 
suspensions. Just two weeks ago, 
we announced the appointment of 
Aimee Horowitz to lead our work 
with the 94 Renewal Schools going 
forward. With Aimee at the helm, I 
expect progress to continue! 

Have a question for the Chancellor? Send it to AskCarmen@schools.nyc.gov

Students can now bring their cell phones, 
computing devices, and portable music and 
entertainment systems to school. Each school 
has established its own school-based cell 

phone policy, and students who bring a cell 
phone to school must use it only in accordance with 

their school’s cell phone rules. 

Contact your principal or parent 
coordinator for information about 
your school’s specific cell phone use 
and confiscation policy.

http://schools.nyc.gov/Calendar/2015-16+Calendars


Every day, as New York City students file into school, 
they are welcomed by clean hallways, bright classrooms, 
and tidy schoolyards, free of trash and litter. 

But behind such spotless scenery is the day-in, day-out 
hard work of unsung heroes—school custodians.

Earlier this month, Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña celebrated the dedication of New York City’s 
hardest-working custodial staff. The event, held at the 
Department of Education’s headquarters at Tweed 
Courthouse in Manhattan, honored 16 workers at 
schools across the five boroughs for consistently 
going above and beyond the call of duty, and for 
taking enormous pride in the jobs they do. The staff 
appreciated at the event included custodial engineers, 
fire personnel, and cleaners.

“Keeping our buildings in top condition is as important 
as anything we do in our schools,” Chancellor Fariña 
said at the event. “By recognizing their hard work, I 
hope to show that we greatly value their contributions 
and honor their service to best serve all children.”

Custodians across public schools work weekends, and 
are often the first to arrive and the last to leave school 

buildings during the week. Their behind-the-scenes 
responsibilities ensure that students not only learn in 
a clean building, but a safe one. Without their essential 
contributions, lunchrooms would sit unprepared to 
serve students, building doors would stay locked, 
and any hazards—from spills and leaks to broken 
equipment and drafty windows—would not get the 
immediate attention they require.

The work of school custodial staff has been particularly 
important during this school year’s harsh winter. 
Schools have not been exempt from the headaches 
of the nasty weather. In addition to removing trash 
and clearing parking lots, custodians have been 
responsible for the safe arrival of students. With 
sidewalks and entrances treacherously blanketed 
with snow and ice, custodians have been hard at work 
shoveling, salting, and sanding—often well after 
school hours, late into the evening, or in the early 
morning before school hours.  

Everyone in the school community benefits from the 
dedication and tremendous work of custodial staff. 
Congratulations to this year’s dedicated custodial 
honorees. 

A Clean School is a Happy School

Bronx: 
Julio Cuadras (CE) X002
Clifton Curate (Fireperson) X118
richard Drach (Foreman) X283

Queens: 
Keith Brand (CE) Q239
Victor Loor (Fireperson) Q801
Ronnie Altomare (Cleaner) Q067

MAnhAttAn:
Eugene Dutton (CE) M163
Vincent Prendi (Building Manager) 
M460
terrance McCall (Cleaner) M131

BRooKLyn: 
Richard Leto (CE) K001
James Durack (CE) K425

Jesus ocasio (Fireperson)K041
Alvino Espinal (Cleaner) K050

StAtEn ISLAnD:
William Purdy (CE) R003
Dean Forbes (CE) R021
Larry Fields (Fireperson) R046

Recognition of Excellence Recipients:

Get informed about all of the latest school news, events and programs. 
Visit schools.nyc.gov/subscribe to sign up to SIGN 

UP!

schools.nyc.gov/subscribe
schools.nyc.gov/subscribe
schools.nyc.gov/subscribe


This Is Just to Say: Poems of  
Apology and Forgiveness 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007)  
By Joyce Sidman, illustrated by Pamela Zagarenski

Why does poetry have such appeal? Poetry 
promotes literacy, wakes our emotions, and makes 
us better listeners as we linger over carefully 
chosen words. In this month’s 
book, poetry plays yet another 
role: as a springboard to rich 
dialogue between students and 
the important people in their 
lives. 

Acknowledging that it’s not easy 
to say you’re sorry, the fictional 
Mrs. Merz has her sixth grade 
class read the poem This Is Just 
to Say by William Carlos Williams, 
and then has them write their 
own apology poems. Inspired 
by Williams’ words and structure, students 
confess, one by one. Thomas asks Mrs. Garcia for 
forgiveness after swiping jelly doughnuts from 
the teachers’ lounge; Reuben expresses remorse 
for hitting his classmate too hard in a dodgeball 
game. 

The second part of This Is Just to Say consists of 
poems written by friends, family, and school staff 
in response to the children’s poems. Some are 
humorous, as when Mrs. Garcia tells Thomas: “Of 
course I forgive you / But I still have to call your 
mother.” Others tug at your heart strings, as when 
Jewel’s dad writes: “You are perfect / It’s me who’s 
not / None of the stupid things I have ever done 
are even close to being your fault.”

Together, the two sets of poems evoke feelings of 
love, loss, disappointment, unrequited love, and 
of course, the joys of being a kid. The universal 
appeal of these themes, and the fact that each 

apology poem and response can 
stand on its own, make this a 
great entry point for children to 
delve into poetry. It’s especially 
appropriate as National Poetry 
Month approaches in April.

Words are our most powerful tool. 
Language expresses innermost 
feelings, and it’s important for 
your child to develop his or her 
use of words to dig deep, express 
understanding, and create. 

In the spirit of Robert Frost—who said, “a complete 
poem is one where an emotion finds the thought 
and the thought finds the words”—encourage your 
child to find a suitable, personal poem.

Warmly,

Carmen

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 facebook twitter /nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

Do you have a child who turns 4 this year? 
Then your child is eligible to attend free, high-quality pre-K this 
September. The application period is from Monday, March 16 to 
Friday, April 24. The DOE offers both district school and NYC Early 
Education Center pre-K programs. New this year, families can apply 

to all programs using a single application.

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.



PAREnt to PAREnt

nycschools nycschools

Dear Parent, 

This is a turning point in the Community and Citywide Education Council election season.  Now that the 
candidate application deadline has passed, we can look back and see that parents like you are eager to get 
more involved in our public schools like never before. 

Nearly 1,300 parents submitted applications to run for Community and Citywide Education Councils, up 
from 729 in 2013 and 511 in 2011. Clearly there is a powerful sentiment among parents to not only be 
involved, but to make a difference. These numbers are incredibly encouraging and speak to the passion of 
parents like you. 
 
While the application window for candidates has ended, the election process as a whole is far from 
over. Now through April 18, the Department of Education will host a series of local candidate forums in 
every district to ensure that the public has the opportunity to learn more about the parent candidates. 
You can find information about local forums in your district, or in districts across the City, by visiting 
NYCparentleaders.org or calling 311. Interpretation services will be available at each candidate forum.

I encourage you to continue building your partnership with us: stay involved, and attend the candidate 
forums. 

Thank you for sharing your voice, and for “Raising Your Hand”. Your input is what 
drives our work. Please continue to help make New York City public schools the 
best they can be.

Best, 

Jesse Mojica 

School Survey Responses Due April 2
Your voice matters! Every year, through the NYC School Survey, parents 
give valuable feedback and input about their school, including instruction, 
safety, class size, principal, and administrators. This feedback gives school 
leaders information about areas of improvement.

Please complete and submit your survey by Thursday, April 2. Complete the 
paper survey sent home with your child, or complete the survey online at 
nycschoolsurvey.org. Please direct any questions to your school.

It’s time for the 
annual NYC School 
Survey!  Your voice matters. 
Completing the survey will help 
your school benefit from crucial 
feedback on meeting the 
needs of students and families.

Take 
your 

2014 -15  
NYC 

School  
Survey!

survey.indd   1
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