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Tip of the Week:  Check out our updated website here! Please share this link to our Operations Tool Kit (http://schools.nyc.gov/community/planning/charters/Operations+Tool+Kit.htm )with new operations staff members. The Operations Tool Kit is designed to provide charter school administrators with links to resources and information needed for DOE systems and operating charter schools. 
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[bookmark: _[New_–_Action_1][bookmark: _Hlk364185591][New – Action Required] School Lunch Price Change
All schools / Deadline: September 30th, 2013
The price of school lunch will change in two important ways beginning on September 30: 

· Students who are eligible to pay reduced-price for lunch will receive lunch for free. Your school will no longer need to collect any lunch fees from students eligible for reduced-price lunch.
· Students who pay full-price for lunch will pay $1.75, up from $1.50.

Before these changes go into effect on September 30, students should pay in accordance with their meal status from the 2012-13 school year (i.e. students who were eligible for free lunch during the 2012-13 school year should receive free lunch until September 30; students who were eligible for reduced-price lunch during the 2012-13 school year should receive lunch at a reduced price of $0.25 until September 30; students who were not eligible for free or reduced-price lunch during the 2012-13 school year should receive lunch at a price of $1.50 until September 30).

You should begin planning now to inform families of these changes using this letter (translations are here). If your school is planning to send any general school opening information home to families prior to the start of the school year, you should plan to include the letter (and a meal application, if possible) in the mailing. If your school is not planning to send any communications to families prior to the start of the school year, you should plan to backpack the letter and a meal application home with students during the first week of school. Note that meal applications (and most translated applications) were delivered to your school in June. 

Beginning next week, families can submit meal applications online at https://www.applyforlunch.com/. Because students who have been eligible for reduced-price lunch in prior years will receive lunch for free when these changes go into effect on September 30, you should highlight that it is more important than ever before for families to complete the meal application. Families should apply online or return completed meal applications to your office by September 30. 

You may find the following background information helpful if you receive questions from families about the changes, and you may opt to share this FAQ with your parent coordinator to help respond to questions from families:

· The price of lunch has remained constant at $1.50 since 2003. This is the first price increase in ten years.
· Meal costs have risen significantly over the last ten years as food and labor prices have increased and as efforts to improve the healthfulness and taste of food have been implemented; current lunch fee proceeds no longer cover the cost of lunches served.
· Federal nutrition guidelines have increased the amount of food that students are served, doubling portion requirements in many cases. 
· Breakfast continues to be free for all students.

For questions, contact School Food at 718-707-4400 or email foodcompliance@schools.nyc.gov. 
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[bookmark: _[New-_Action_Item/][New- Action Item/ Resource] ARIS Screen Shot and ISR Update 
All Schools/Deadline: Sept 13th, 2013
Starting August 26th, families with children in district schools will be able to log on to ARIS and view student-level information on state testing results. As you know, charter school families do not have access to ARIS. In the attached document, please see a screen shot of what information district school families will be able to view. We encourage all charter schools to make information available to charter families on a similar timeline. 
 
The DOE will create ISR (Individual Student Reports) for students in charter schools, and will update schools on the timeline for this as soon as possible. The ISRs will include the same student level data that ARIS reports contain. To facilitate creation of these for charter schools, please make sure to have ATS updated with all students attending by September 13th, 2013. Please reach out to your Director of Operations if any questions. 
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[bookmark: _[Reminder_–Action_Required]][Reminder –Action Required] 2013-14 Charter Schools Directory Accountability Data 
All schools with affected Accountability data in the 2013-14 Directory/Deadline: Ongoing
Please be aware that due to a merging error, the Accountability Data contained on some school pages within the 2013-14 NYC Charter Schools Directory are inaccurate. We apologize for the error and will correct the online versions of the affected schools’ pages. Unfortunately, we cannot correct the errors within the printed Directories. 

Please take a moment to check your school’s Accountability Data table within the Directory pages posted on the CSAS website. If the data within your school’s Accountability Data table is incorrect, please click here to notify CSAS and the error will be fixed in the online version of the Directory. 
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[bookmark: _[Reminder_–_Resource]][Reminder – Resource] DOE Password Reset Via Webconnect 
All schools 
Recently, some charter school users were prompted to change their DOE password via the WebConnect log-in. Currently, the “schools.ra” screen (or WebConnect page) is not syncing correctly with the central DOE system and is creating a password conflict. This has caused a conflict with the DITT helpdesk and extensive delays in restoring users’ accounts. If you are prompted for a password charge or receive notice that your password is about to expire, please use this link to change your password https://owa2003.nycboe.net/iisadmpwd/aexp2b.asp.  All users are required to change passwords every 90 days.
(back to top)


[bookmark: _[Update—Announcement]_CSAS_Student][Update—Announcement] CSAS Student Discipline Presentation 
DOE-Authorized Schools ONLY/ RSVP Deadline: August 23rd 2013; Workshop: August 28th, 2013
In preparation for the coming school year, we would like to invite Board chairs, school leaders, and other staffers responsible for school discipline to attend a Student Discipline presentation from the CSAS team on Wednesday, August 28th from 4 to 6  PM. The presentation will cover suspensions, expulsions, and due process for general education students, as well as student with disabilities. Due to increased demand, the CSAS Student Discipline presentation will now be held as a webinar. Log-in information for the presentation will be sent directly to participants who RSVP in the following link. Please be sure to provide an active email address. Please use this link to RSVP by August 23. If you have any questions, please contact Andrea/Gabrielle/Maria at [[[]]@schools.nyc.gov. 


[bookmark: _[Reminder_–Action_Required]_1][Reminder –Action Required] 2013-14 CSAS Calendar of Reporting Requirements
DOE-Authorized Schools ONLY /Deadline: Ongoing
Attached here for use throughout the school year is the 2013-14 CSAS Calendar of Reporting Requirements for Chancellor-Authorized Schools ONLY. The Calendar is also located on the CSAS Accountability & Oversight webpage. All DOE-authorized schools should download this calendar and use it throughout the year to meet their CSAS reporting requirements.

Items of Note:
· CSAS will require the use of templates for several items on the 2013-14 Calendar of Reporting Requirements. Please use the embedded links to access these templates and/or download them from the CSAS Accountability & Oversight webpage.
· Templates for two specific reporting items are still under review and will be posted to the CSAS Accountability & Oversight webpage and included in the CSAS Weekly Communication once finalized. These are:
· CSAS Discipline Compliance Checklist
· 2013-14 CSAS Annual Comprehensive Review Documents
· As stated in the Calendar, while deadlines are subject to change and will be communicated accordingly, schools will be held responsible for submitting required documents by their deadlines regardless of any changes.
· Deadline changes will be communicated via the CSAS Weekly Communication and on the version of the calendar located on the CSAS Accountability & Oversight webpage. Please ensure that anyone on your staff who is involved in submitting reporting requirements consistently receives the CSAS Weekly Communication. 
· The next reporting deadline is Monday, September 30.  

If you have any questions after reviewing the 2013-14 Calendar of Reporting Requirements for Chancellor-Authorized Schools ONLY, please contact Andrea/Gabrielle/Maria at [[[]]@schools.nyc.gov. 


[bookmark: _[Reminder—Resource]_2013-14_CSAS][Reminder—Resource] 2013-14 CSAS Accountability Handbook
DOE-Authorized Schools ONLY 
Attached here as a resource is the updated 2013-14 CSAS Accountability Handbook. The Handbook is also located on the CSAS Accountability & Oversight webpage. Please take a moment to review the entire Handbook, particularly its most updated areas:
· Renewals
· Annual Comprehensive Reviews
· Calendar of Reporting Requirements for Chancellor-Authorized Schools ONLY

If you have any questions after reviewing the 2013-14 CSAS Accountability Handbook, please contact Andrea/Gabrielle/Maria at [[[]]@schools.nyc.gov. 
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