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	Month
	Content
	Skills
	Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources/Technology

	September 2008
	School setting vocabulary
American Idioms

Essential Questions

 
1. What vocabulary is essential in an American high school setting?
2. What are some common American idioms?

	1. Identify and define common American idioms
2. Compile unfamiliar figures of speech heard in other classes, in the dorms, and in the community
3. Review vocabulary used in the school setting
	
	Journal idioms and meanings
Written assessment of American idioms and vocabulary.
	http://www.eslcafe.com/idioms
/
 
http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj
/

Vocabulary sheets

	October 2008
	Genre
Denotation/Connotation
Personal philosophy


1. What are the different genres of literature?
2. How are denotation and connotation different?
3. What is my personal philosophy regarding families?

	1. Journal personal reactions to the characters’ philosophies 
2. Compare and contrast personal philosophy with characters
3. Compose an essay comparing one’s personal philosophy to one expressed by a main character

	
	Quiz on genres of Literature
Personal philosophy essay

	“Jade Snow” 
“Say It with Flowers”
6 Traits + 1 Writing Guide

	November 2008
	Theme
Friendly letter format


1. What is theme and how do authors portray it?

2. What are the parts of a friendly letter?


	1. Write a letter to a Teruo from “Say It with Flowers” expressing opinions regarding his philosophy and actions
2. Compose an essay responding to the theme of racism
	
	Letter to Teruo
Essay discussing racism
	“The Scholarship Jacket” 
“Li Chang’s Million”
6 Traits + 1 Writing Guide

	December 2008
	Dialect
Humor
Figurative Language
Descriptive Word Choice

 
1. What is dialect?
2. How do authors use humor?
3. What is figurative language?
4. How does figurative language add to a story?
	1. Identify and translate dialect.
2. Compare and contrast opposing philosophies of life found in “Tale of Two Brothers” and “Lesson of the Moth”
3. Identify symbols used in “Scarlet Ibis”
	
	
	“All Things Bright and Beautiful”
“Scarlet Ibis”
“Tale of Two Brothers”
“Lesson of the Moth”

	January 2009
	Summarizing

1. How can a summary of a longer article be written effectively?
	1. Locating main idea and supporting evidence. Citing sources
2. Organizing information into a five point grid
	
	Summary of article
	“Primal Screen”
“The Power of Giving”

	February 2009
	Read autobiography and biography
Compare and contrast
Latin and Greek origins of vocabulary

 
1. What is a way to organize comparisons and contrasts?
2. How can a compare and contrast essay be written?
	1. Compare and contrast using a Venn diagram
2. Draft, revise, and publish essay of comparison and contrast.
	
	Compare and contrast essay of two U.S. historical figures.
	“from MyBondage and My Freedom”
“The United States vs. Susan B. Anthony”

	March 2009
	Verbal, dramatic, and situational irony
Plot and setting

 
1. What is irony?
2. How do authors develop the plot through setting?
3. What changes in setting and plot with a visual adaptation of a story?
	1. Compare and contrast a short story and video
2. Identify irony
3. Create visual representation of setting
	
	Travel brochure of “The Most Dangerous Game” describing the setting of the island.
Complete practice sheets identifying irony in the stories.
Guided study sheets comparing and contrasting story and video.
Test on plot, setting, and types of irony.
	“The Most Dangerous Game”
Video “The Most Dangerous Game”
“The Gift of the Magi”
“Gary Keillor”
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