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The Children’s Aid Society at Fannie Lou Hamer Middle School

Community School Fact Sheet
The full-service approach of The Children’s Aid Society’s community schools seeks to address the multiple needs of children by recognizing that learning is influenced by ongoing experiences within families, schools and communities. To realize this comprehensive and collaborative approach to young people’s learning and development, community schools require sustained partnerships with schools,  parents, other community-based organizations, area health care providers, local businesses and universities.

KEY PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Extended-Day Program

The extended day program at FLHMS combines youth development, conflict resolution, the building of community and academic enhancement.

ACADEMIC opportunities during the extended-day program seek to reinforce and enhance the regular school day curricula. These offerings include homework help, the Learning Zone, computer literacy, and literacy enhancement through cultural exploration.  Students will also have the opportunity to develop their creative writing skills through participation in the Comic Book Project.
SOCIAL enrichment opportunities are based on a theme of youth development and cultural exploration through the arts. Projects such as the Young Men’s Initiative, and Real Teens, Real Stories encourage a sense of community among the student body and self esteem within individual girls and boys, while providing a venue for exploration and self-expression about issues that are relevant to teen.  The CAS at FLHMS culture provides students with an environment that promotes a culture of positive peer pressure.
PHYSICAL / HEALTH activities including our comprehensive sports and recreation programs which include a Martial Arts Club, are among the students’ favorite activities at FLHMS.  Through participation in The Middle School Basketball Initiative and Honor the Game, boys and girls learn about the importance of sportsmanship and teamwork - skills that are transferable to every other area of their lives.  Our cooking club provides students with a hand-on experience of preparing healthy food along with information on the importance of good nutrition.  
PERFORMING ARTS - dance, drama, self expression through the spoken word as well as the visual arts opportunities are central to the programmatic offerings at FLHMS.  There are annual talent shows that allow students to perform songs, dances, poetry or theatrical pieces they create, while providing a venue to display their artwork they made in our Photography and Comic Book Art Clubs.
Other Programs and Services

The FLHMS community school is an adaptation of the full-service CAS community school model.  The CAS Bronx Family Center on Southern Boulevard provides students and families with access to comprehensive health and dental services, mental health and family wellness.  The CAS Bronx Family Center specializes in preventive services, with adolescent health services providing well child examinations, immunizations, acute care (sick visits), services for pre-teens and teens, reproductive health care, health education and counseling. Basic dental care is also available for students. 
FLHMS students are active participants in the Bronx and CAS Youth Council, which is comprised primarily of community school and Family Center middle school students.  Involvement in Youth Council provides a vehicle for the development of leadership and advocacy skills.  Past Youth Conference topics include Health, Mental Health Services in the Bronx, and Global Warming.  Additionally, this vital component of CAS actively seeks to address needs in their communities through provision of volunteer service.  Through participation in conferences, Youth Council members learn about government and their role as responsible citizens.

FOR PARENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS, CAS provides several services / activities that include emergency assistance though our collaboration with The New York Times Neediest Cases, family counseling and intervention, and health care insurance consultation.  CAS at FLHMS encourages family involvement and seeks to provide fun filled venues at which families can enjoy time with their children at school including Bingo Nights, a Thanksgiving Celebration and Talent Shows.  
