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MS. MICHELLE KUFFER:  …say my name?  It's Michelle Kuffer [phonetic].  I'm a member of the Community Education Council, and my comment has to do with the money that should be directed toward class size reduction.  
So clearly, this is a function of overcrowding, the fact that we can't use this money truly for class size reduction, so things are happening like hiring more teachers and money's being spent toward maintaining class size.  And nobody's necessarily a fan of this solution, but some schools got trailers, right, to help with their overcrowding issues.  And I'm wondering, a lot of these trailers are not in good condition.  So can some of that money that's supposed to be used for class size reduction go toward repair, at least to get some of those trailers up to par?  I'm thinking PS32--
FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] So I can tell you flat-out that the answer is no.  But what I will tell you--
[Crosstalk]

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Wait, wait, wait.  So what I will tell you is there is another initiative that is being forwarded--that is being worked on by the city right now, as we speak, that's going to come to fruition.  The city this year is committed to getting rid of all trailers, period.  And so I know for a fact, having spoken to SCA, that we are high on the list of PS32.  

What that will mean is they are considering getting rid of the trailers and building an additional building in that area, which would be wonderful.  We'll see how that progresses.  
The answer overall is that you cannot use this money to repair trailers or purchase trailers.  What I want you to understand about class size reduction is that the preponderance of the funding from class size reduction is maintaining class sizes as they are so they don't go even higher.  Every year, there are additional expenses, such as teacher expenses, longevity, but also other expenses as well.  

And because this money has never gotten to the point where we're getting the full complement, basically what the city is doing with this money is treading water.  We're just maintaining what we have at the best possible way.
Any other questions or comments?  Yes?

FEMALE VOICE:  A lot of concern about - - being dangerous for kids who have - - school - -.  And I'm wondering if you're able to work with the Department of Transportation to get them - - to make some changes so that it's safer for kids - - think about - - by themselves.  It's a huge concern for--
FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] So unfortunately, I understand your question, and I've certainly recorded it, but that question doesn't fall under Contract for Excellence money, and that will come up when we discuss the rezoning proposal.  And so I'm going to ask that we wait and bring that up again.  Any other questions?  

Okay, ladies and gentlemen, thank you so much for your patience.  I know this is not the most exciting presentation, so thank you very much.

[END RECORDING]
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