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The Proposed Re-Siting of P.S. 315 The Lab School 

(10X315) from Building X859 to New Building X779 

Beginning in the 2017-2018 School Year 
 

I.     Description of the subject and purpose of the proposed item under consideration.  

 
The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to re-site P.S. 315 The Lab 
School (10X315, “The Lab School”), an existing non-zoned school in Community School District 
10 that serves students in kindergarten through eighth grade, to new building X779 (“X779”), 
located at 2865 Claflin Avenue, Bronx, NY 10468,  in the 2017-2018 school year. A “re-siting” 
means that part or all of a school will be located in a different building than the building in which 
the school is currently located. The Lab School is currently housed in building X859 (“X859”), 
located at 2246 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10453, which is approximately 1.3 miles away from 
building X779. If this proposal is approved, The Lab School will serve the entirety of its students 
in building X779 beginning in the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
This proposal is intended to support The Lab School and improve learning conditions by re-siting 
the school to a new building that offers academic facilities designed for the school and better 
accommodates the school’s enrollment. The Lab School’s current building, X859, is significantly 
over-utilized, with a utilization rate of 169%. The Lab School’s new building, X779, will provide 
new facilities and a more suitable learning environment for the school’s size and type, with an 
estimated building utilization rate much lower than that of the current building. In addition, X779 
is a fully air-conditioned facility that offers The Lab School amenities that are not available in its 
current building, including a gymatorium and multiple types of specialty and resource rooms.  
 
According to the School Construction Authority (“SCA”), X779 is anticipated to be ready for 
occupancy by September 2017. The re-siting of The Lab School is contingent upon completion of 
construction. If X779 is not ready for student occupancy for the 2017-2018 school year, the DOE 
may issue a new proposal for an alternative siting in accordance with Chancellor’s Regulation A-
190. Due to the fact that the building is new and currently under construction, no school 
organization currently occupies X779. According to the SCA, X779 is projected to have the 
capacity to serve 256 students, while X859 has a capacity of 158. As mentioned above, the DOE 
seeks to improve learning conditions for The Lab School students by re-siting the school into 
X779. The DOE believes that the new building, which will better accommodate The Lab School’s 
enrollment, is a significant improvement from the school’s current building and will provide a 
more suitable learning environment for its students. 
 
If this proposal is approved, The Lab School will no longer serve students in X859. Instead, 
beginning in the 2017-2018 school year, The Lab School’s students will be served in X779, 
which will have an estimated building utilization rate of 72%-107%. Although a utilization rate in 
excess of 100% may suggest that a building will be over-utilized or overcrowded in a given year, 
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this rate does not account for the fact that rooms may be programmed for more efficient or 
different uses than the standard assumptions in the utilization calculation. Therefore, the DOE 
believes that building X779 has sufficient space to accommodate The Lab School, pursuant to the 
DOE Instructional Footprint, which guides space allocation and use in city schools. In addition, if 
this proposal is approved, the Lab School’s utilization rate will decrease significantly, due to 
increased capacity in X779 relative to X859.   

 

II.     Information regarding where the full text of the proposed item may be obtained. 
  

The EIS can be found on the Department of Education’s website at: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2016-
2017/December212016SchoolProposals.   
 
Copies of the EIS are also available in the main office of The Lab School. 

 
III.     Submission of public comment.  

 
Members of the public who wish to provide comments are encouraged to attend the Joint Public 
Hearing for this proposal and share their feedback in person. Members of the public that do not 
provide comments at the hearing may also provide oral or written comments as described below.  
All comments must be submitted at least 24 hours in advance of the Panel for Educational Policy 
(“PEP”) meeting at which this proposal is subject to a vote in order to be mentioned in the Public 
Comment Analysis to be published and provided to the PEP the evening before the PEP votes. 

  
Written comments can be sent to D10Proposals@schools.nyc.gov. 
 
Oral comments can be left at 212-374-5159. 

 

IV. The name, office, address, email and telephone number of the city district 

representative knowledgeable on the item under consideration from whom 

information may be obtained concerning the item. 

 
Name:   Max Applebaum 
Office:   Office of District Planning 
Address:   100 Gold Street, Suite 3200, New York, NY 10038 
Email:    D10Proposals@schools.nyc.gov 
Phone:   212-374-5159 

 
V. Date, time and place of the Joint Public Hearing for this proposal.     
 

December 13, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
Building X859 
2246 Jerome Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10453 
 
Questions about the proposal should be directed as indicated in Section IV above. 
 
Speaker sign-up will begin 30 minutes before each hearing, at 5:30 PM, and will close 15 minutes 
after the start of the hearings. 
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VI. Date, time and place of the PEP meeting at which the PEP will vote on the proposed 

item. 

 
December 21, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
High School of Fashion Industries 
225 West 24th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


