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                              Third Grade 2013-2014
	September - November
	December—January-Mid-February
	Mid-February-March-April
	April-May-June

	Unit 1 
Geography and Communities
	Unit 4
Europe- Italy
	Unit 3
Asia- China
	Unit 2
Africa

	Big Idea:  What are some important features of communities throughout the world?
	Big Idea: How do culture, history, people and government shape the communities in Europe?
	Big Idea: How do culture, history, geography, people, and government affect communities in Asia ?
	Big Idea: What impact does geography have on the development of a community?

	Essential Questions:

· What are geographical feature?

· What resources do communities use?
· What are some parts of culture?
· In what ways have cultures changed over time?
	Essential Questions:

· What are some of Europe’s geographic features?
· How do people in Italy use natural resources?
· What are some key events in Italy’s history?
· What are some cultural traditions in Italy?

	· What are some of Asia’s geographic features?
· How do people in China use natural resources?
· What were some key events in the history of China?
· What are some traditions of Chinese culture?
	Essential Questions:

· What are some of the landforms in Africa and how do they impact on climatic change?
· What are some of the major natural resources and how do they affect trade and economic activities in Africa?
How do traditional culture different from present day lifestyles?

	· Standards: 3.1b, 3.1c, 3.2a 2.3c, 3.1d, 4.1d 2.1c, 2.2d 2.1c, 2.3c 4.1a
Common Core State Standards 
RI 3.1, RI 3.2, RI 3.3, RI 3.4, RI 3.4, RI 3.5, RI 3.6, RI 3.7, RI 3.8, RI 3.9, RI3.10
	· Standards: 3.1b, 3.1c, 3.1d 3.2a 3.1e 3.1d 2.3a, 2.3b 4.1e, 2.1f, 4.2 2.1a, 2.1c, 2.2d 

                2.4c 

Common Core State Standards 
RI 3.1, RI 3.2, RI 3.3, RI 3.4, RI 3.4, RI 3.5, RI 3.6, RI 3.7, RI 3.8, RI 3.9, RI3.10

	Standards: 3.2a,  3.1b, 3.1c, 3.1d, 3.1e, 3.1d, 4.1e, 4.1f, 4.2, 2.1a, 2.1c, 2.2d, 2.4b, 2.4c,  5.1a, 5.1c, 5.1e
2.3b, 2.4a
Common Core State Standards
 RI 3.1, RI 3.2, RI 3.3, RI 3.4, RI 3.4, RI 3.5, RI 3.6, RI 3.7, RI 3.8, RI 3.9, RI3.10
	Standards: : 3.2a,  3.1b, 3.1c, 3.1d, 2.1a, 2.1c, 2.2d, 2.4b, 2.4c, 
 Common Core State Standards 
RI 3.1, RI 3.2, RI 3.3, RI 3.4, RI 3.4, RI 3.5, RI 3.6, RI 3.7, RI 3.8, RI 3.9, RI3.10

	Earth’s Land and Water

· Continents and countries have geographic features such as oceans, rivers, mountains, etc.

· People adapt to the environment \

· Hemispheres, continents, and countries can be located on maps and globes.

· Different kinds of maps, are created to provide specific information

· Places can be located using cardinal and intermediate directions.

Communities and Resources 
· People can adapt to the environment
· Communities use human and natural resources in different ways.

· Continents and countries have geographic features such as oceans, rivers, mountains, etc.

· Key events and people in history

Looking at Culture

· All countries and civilizations have culture

· Culture encompass all that people do, create, value and believe

· All people have rich cultural tradition that are passed down from generation in a variety of ways
· All peoples have beliefs, religion, traditions

· All people provide for their needs in a variety of ways.

Changes Over Time 

· Culture and civilizations develop and change over time

· Changes can be observed in a person’s way of life 

· Countries and civilization have cultural landscapes 

· All countries and civilization have culture

· Culture encompasses all that people do, create, value and believe 

· All peoples have rich cultural traditions that are passed down from generation in a variety of ways . 

	Geographical Features 

· Diverse continent
· Many unique features(the  Alps, pine forest, fjords)
· Variety of climate (fridge, mild, etc)
· Many islands and peninsula( Greece)
· Contains many different countries 

· Connected and separated by rivers and waterways (Seine, Thames, Rhine, and Mediterranean Sea) and other geographic features.

·  Natural resources ( olives, grapes, fish, coal, forest)
Italy: Land and Economy 

· Location and key geographical  

· Impact of geography and climate
· Economic system and trade
· Important contribution ( inventions, folktale, resources)
· Change over time (family structure, economic system,)
· Challenges of current issues and problem 

· The legacy of traditional culture ( arts, music, dance, literature)
 

Italy: History and Government 

· People and groups then and now 

· Important contributions ( inventions, folk tale, resources)

· Development of government 

· Changes over time( family structure, economic system)

· Key people and people in history

· Challenges of current issues and problems 
Italy: People and Culture

· People and groups then and now

· Important contributions 

· The legacy of tradition culture 

· Celebrations and important events 

· Family structure, religion, school, work and leisure time.

· Difference between urban and rural communities 

· Symbols and national holidays
· Key events and people in history 
	This is Asia 
· Large and diverse continent
· Located and identified by geographical feature

· Many unique features( Gobi, Desert, Himalayas, volcanoes)

· Describe by region( East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia)

· Many  islands and archipelagos
· Natural resources ( petroleum, forest)

· Vegetation and wildlife (tiger, pandas,  orangutans,  Asian elephants)
China: Land and Economy
· Variety of climates (tropical, sub-tropical, etc.)
· Location and key geographical features 

· Impact of geographical features
· Economic system and trade 
· Important contributions ( invention, 
· Family structures, religion, school, work, and leisure time 

· Compare and contrast communities Development of government 

· Key events and people in history 

· Challenges of current issues and problems 
China: History and Government 
· Historical time can be measured and represented by timelines 

· People and groups then and now

· Development of government 

· Changes over time ( family structure, economic system, political system, trade)

· Key events and people in history 

· Challenges of currents issues and problems 

· Important contributions (inventions, folktales, resource, etc.

· Family structure, religion, school , work and leisure time.

· The legacy of tradition 

China: People and Culture

· People and groups then and now

· Important contributions 

· The legacy of traditional culture 

· Celebration and important events 

· Family structure, religion, schools, work and leisure time 
· Changes over time ( family structure, economic system, political system, trade)

· Challenges of current issues and problems
· Symbols and national holidays 

· Key events and people in history 


	 This Is Africa

· Large and diverse continent
· Located and identified by geographical features
· Many unique features (Sahara, Desert, Savannah, rainforest, Great Rift Valley, rivers, mountains, etc.) 
· Variety of climates( arid, semi-arid, tropical, etc)
· Connected and separated by rivers and waterway and other geographical features(Nile River, Lake Victoria, Suez Canal)
· Natural Resources (diamonds, gold, oil, ebony)

· Vegetation and wildlife ( lions, zebras, rhinoceros, gorillas, etc.)

· Contains many different countries

· Hemispheres, continents, and countries can be located on world maps and globes. 
Nigeria: Land and Economy
· Location and key geographical features 

· Impact of geography and climate
· Economic systems and trade
· Important contributions

· Differences between urban and rural communities
· Change over time ( family structure, economic system, political system, trade)

· Challenges of current issues and problems 

· Family structure, religion, school, work and leisure time

· Natural resources (diamonds, gold, oil, ebony)

Nigeria: History and Government

· People and groups then and now

· Key events and people in history 

· Development of government 
· Changes over time ( family structure, economic system, political system, trade)

· Challenges of current issues and problems

· The legacy of traditional culture( art, music , dance, literature)

Nigeria: People and Culture

· People and groups then and now
· The legacy of traditional culture( art, music, dance, literature
· Important contribution (inventions, folktales, resources, etc.)
· Changes over time 
· Challenges of current issues and problems 
· Celebration and important events 
· Family structures, religion, schools, work ,and lesir
 

  

	Vocabulary:
location              population       region transportation      borders            scales  compass rose       latitude            longitude equator                hemisphere     continent cardinal directions      intermediate directions            key                   legend state                    capital              landforms natural resources    community   map  globe                   culture             tradition geography 


	Vocabulary:
Fjord

Coastline            empire             forbidden city                  producer           architecture           symbols                market economy      constitution      community   consumer                population               
tourism           opera    
	Vocabulary:
 

Tundra   steppe   peninsula    archipelago     monsoon      bar graph    irrigation       

command economy        export     import    dynasty    compass   republic   communist   primary source  secondary source   elder    ancestor  calligraphy  martial arts 

 
	Vocabulary:

Canal    savanna   rain forest    endangered   map scale  delta  industry   manufacturing    rural    urban    timeline   decade century    millennium  artifact   slavery  colony  independence  capital  diversity  heritage   artisan  folktale 

	Teacher Resources:

· Textbook: A World of Communities
· Social Studies Literacy Library


	Teacher Resources:

· Primary Resources: China 

· Textbook: A World of Communities
· Social Studies Literacy Library


	Teacher Resources:

· Textbook: A World of Communities
· Social Studies Literacy Library


	Teacher Resources:

· Textbook: A World of Communities
· Social Studies Literacy Library



	Assessment

· Pre and Post Assessment
· Teacher Observations 
· Hands on Activities 
· Unit 1assessment
	Assessment

· Pre and Post Assessment
· Teacher Observations 
· Hands on Activities 
· Unit 4 assessment
	Assessment

· Pre and Post Assessment
· Teacher Observations 
· Hands on Activities 
· Unit 3 assessment
	Assessment

· Pre and Post Assessment
· Teacher Observations 
· Hands on Activities 
· Unit 2 assessment

	Performance Task 

Write a story about a cultural tradition that your family celebrates.

· Include foods you eat, clothes you wear, or other parts of the tradition.

· Describe why this tradition is special to you.
	Performance Task
Create a class bulletin board about interesting places in Europe.

· Research a place you would like to visit in Europe.

· Write a description and include pictures.
	Performance Task

Create a magazine about different countries in Asia.
· Use an encyclopedia to find four key facts about a country in Asia.

· Write a one-page description of the country and attach pictures.

· Combine your page with other students’ page to create a class magazine.


	Performance Task

Create a booklet of Africa’s important natural resources.
· List four natural resources found in Africa.

· Tell where in Africa each resource in found.

· Explain how each natural resources is used.


