Literacy Curriculum Map ~ Grade ____K__
	May Unit 
Penguins
	June Unit 
Garden Helpers
	
	

	Big Idea
 Penguins are unique and interesting animals

	Big Idea
 Bugs and plants have relationships in a garden community.

	
	

	Enduring Understandings
*Readers think, talk and ask questions about the text to help them understand information. 

*Writers notice the similarities and differences between fiction and non-fiction books.

*Learners identify the text features of informational books and how these features can help them.  
	Enduring Understandings
* Writers share information they have learned from informational books through their writing.   

	
	

	Essential Questions 

How can I become an expert on a topic so I can write about it?

What questions do I have about my topic that I would like to find the answer to?

How can I organize my ideas when I write to help the reader?

How do I make sure my meaning is clear for the reader?

	Essential Questions 

How can text features help me to navigate and understand the purpose of a text?

How can I teach other people about the information that I have read through my own writing?

How do I think while reading in order to understand and respond?

How can I share what I learned from reading?
	
	

	Standards
RI. K.1                          
RFS.K.1
RFS.K.3
RFS.K.4
SL.K.1
                                                  

	Standards
RI.K.1 
RI.K.2 
RI.K.10 
W.K.2 
W.K.7 
W.K.8 
	
	

	Assessments  
· Teacher-student interaction
· Student workbook
· Teacher observations
· Small group activities 
· Student’s response to questioning that promotes critical thinking
· Student’s articulation in written and oral usage of content specific vocabulary.
	Assessments  
· Teacher – Student interaction:  
· Total group (mini lesson); Alone (conferences); Partner work (narrow audience) Small group (guided/differentiated )
· Student’s response to questioning that promotes to critical thinking
· Student’s articulation in written and oral usage of content specific vocabulary

	
	

	Performance Tasks
Students will create an informational text to share the information learned from their research on Penguins.

Their books will include content specific vocabulary words, headings and facts (what penguins eat, what penguin look like, where penguins live and how penguins move.

	Performance Tasks
Writing:
“Something I Learned from a Book” assessment task: three day activity with read aloud, shared writing, and shared reading, culminating in independent writing to report information learned. See the task/task instructions for details.

Anticipation Guide
Students will read the anticipation guide and answer the questions based on the content they have learned. 


	
	

	Texts 

Bauer, J. (2007) Cool Penguins; Scholastic. NY

Taberski, S (2002) Penguins are Waterbirds. Mondo: NY

Penguin Research Journal

Penguins graphic organizer

Penguins of the World- (Article)

Penguins Pictures
Penguin Models

	Texts 
Dirt by Steve Tomecek
From Seed to Plant by Gail Gibbons
From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy Pfeffer
Tell Me, Tree by Gail Gibbons 
Spiders by Gail Gibbons (book on  CD)
What Is A Plant? by Louise and Richard Spilsbury
Where Do Plants Grow? by Louise and Richard Spilsbury
How Do Plants Grow? by Louise and Richard Spilsbury
Why Do Plants Have Flowers? by Louise and Richard Spilsbury
Are You a Snail? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You a Spider? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You a Dragonfly? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You an Ant? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You a Bee? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You a Butterfly? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Are You a Ladybug? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries

	
	

	Vocabulary

Tier II:
eyes, feet, beak, flipper, waddle, surf, underwater

Tier III:
squid, krill, environment, carnivore, waterbird


	Vocabulary

Tier II:
purpose, key detail, topic, explanations, information, fact, report, informational text, nonfiction

Tier III:
bug, ladybug, garden, spider, web, praying mantis, worm, soil, bee, ant, dragonfly, butterfly, snail, insect, arachnid, plant, roots, stem, flower, grow, roots

	
	

	Writing Tasks
1) Describe an animal
2) Describe a setting
3) Name a topic
4) Use photographs
5) Use reasons
6) Compare and contrast
7) Write a narrative
8) Use illustrations
9) Look closely 
10) Give an explanation
11) Describe an animal’s home

	Writing Tasks
1) Write a list
2) Describe a home
3) Write labels
4) Use details
5) Name a topic
6) Use photographs
7) Use reasons
8) Compare and contrast
9) Use illustrations
10) Look closely 
11) Give an explanation

	
	

	Writing Standards

CCLS W.K.2,3
	Writing Standards

CCLS W.K.2
	
	








