The M. J. Petrides National Honor Society

Joanne Buckheit – Principal

Peter N. Mazes – Faculty Advisor

Selection Process – ‘a privilege, not a right’

Individuals do not apply for membership in the MJP National Honor Society, but rather 
1. submit information, via the Student Activity Information Forms, for use by the Faculty Council to determine membership. 
2. complete the required service and written essay, and

3. demonstrate outstanding performance in four areas: scholarship, leadership, service and character.  

Membership is granted only to those students selected by the Faculty Council.  Membership is an honor bestowed upon deserving students: a privilege, not a position for which one applies.  
The selection procedure is open to current sophomores and juniors and begins with a general interest meeting in February.  The application process ends with a deadline of the following first Monday of October, when all documentation and application paperwork must be submitted (see below).
Scholarship

· The Faculty Council will identify students who have achieved a cumulative GPA of 90, the minimum scholastic standard for admission.  The cumulative GPA is based on grades starting with the student’s 9th grade courses and running through June of the 10th or 11th grade, depending on student’s grade at the time of application.  

Leadership

· The Faculty Council will interpret a student’s leadership history (using, along with other demonstrations, the submitted Student Activity Information Form) for
· resourcefulness in proposing new problems, applying principles, and making suggestions

· demonstrating initiative

· exercising positive influence on peers in upholding school ideals

· contributing ideas that improve the civic life of the school

· delegating responsibilities

· exemplifying positive attitudes

· inspiring positive behavior in others

· successfully holding school offices or positions of responsibility; conducting business effectively and efficiently; demonstrating reliability and dependability

· leadership in the classroom, at work, and in other school or community activities

· willingness to uphold scholarship and maintain a loyal school attitude.

Service 

· Student applicants must complete 30 hours of community service, 
· 15 of which must be official academic tutoring during school hours in the Petrides School arranged with the Faculty Advisor and school administration and 
· 15 hours of volunteer work for official community and/or religious organizations or voluntary work for the school for which the student receives no other credit or compensation.  
· The 30 hours of service must be completed by the end of the application period.  The application period begins in February and ends the first Monday of October.
· Documentation for tutoring and community service must be accurately recorded, signed by the supervising individual and submitted to the Faculty Advisor.  It is the student applicant’s responsibility to ensure that documentation is received by the end of the application period (the first Monday of October).
· School activities that cannot be counted toward NHS service:  activities associated with classes (i.e. band and ROTC activities, activities associated with other clubs).  

Character

· The Faculty Council will consider the positive as well as the negative aspects of character.   A candidate will be able to demonstrate an outstanding record of conduct and behavior with regard to school and community rules, guidelines, and policies.  Consideration will be given to each student by reviewing:
· Administrative records of the school

· Conduct/behavior ratings on report cards

· Professional records and comments of individual faculty members
· Dean’s/disciplinary records
Essay

· In addition to the criteria above, applicants are also required to submit a type-written 350-word essay that answers the question, “What Qualities Make Me an Appropriate Candidate for the Honor Society?”  This essay will be read for content and correct, formal presentation.
Selection for membership in the MJP National Honor Society will be made after the ending date of the application process by the Faculty Council using the criteria and documentation outlined above.  It is the student’s responsibility to have all documentation and records submitted by the closing deadline of the first Monday of October.  Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
All candidates will be notified of the outcome of their application in writing.  Successful candidates will have their names posted on the NHS bulletin board, and listed in the PTA newsletter and on the M. J. Petrides website. 

