

Activity 2: Close Reading and Collaborative Annotation

Collaborative Annotation 
A reading practice to support all learners 

Objective: 
The objective of this practice is to engage in a close reading process and have students engage in a written conversation about a compelling complex text. 

Grouping:
Students should be in groups of 3 to 4

Multiple Points of Access: 
· This first reading of this process can be scaffold with a read aloud.  
· The interactive model of this practice allows students to explore the text and develop new understanding of the text through multiple reads, as well as the connections, questions, and reactions of their peers. 
· This strategy gives explicit prompts for each step in a sequential process.

Materials Needed: 
· Selected a compelling complex text. You want to enlarge the text and tape to chart or butcher paper to ensure large margins so students can annotate the text easily.  
· Each student gets his/her own color pencil or marker to distinguish his/her comments. 

Set Up:
· This is a silent strategy (until the debrief). Students should not have any verbal discussion while sharing their reading responses.

· Students should use the margins of the text for their annotations, circling what in the text they are referencing, and then drawing an arrow out to the margins, for example. If you have not engaged in the annotation process prior, you will want to provide an example/model of this.

Process/Protocol: 

· Round 1- Students silently and independently read the text.  As they read, students should annotate the text using the guiding question as their lens.  If a specific annotation routine or criteria has been established in the class, student should engage in that annotation routine. 

· Round 2 - Group members respond to a comment that is already on the communal paper. These additional comments can include questions, responses, reactions, challenges, extended thinking.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Round 3 - Groups should continue rounds until each group member has read and commented on each group thinking on the text. During each round, students can introduce new ideas from their own reading, or continue to comment on what others have written. 

· Whole group share out can happen as a gallery walk or a class discussion.
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