                                         ACADEMIC AND ARTS POLICY

It is the policy of Frank Sinatra School of the Arts that every student receives the most challenging academic and arts program according to his or her ability.  We expect all students to achieve at their highest level and go on to universities, colleges or conservatories.  Therefore, every student will be programmed to take four years of science and math that includes three years of Regents level science and three years of Regents level math.  Students are not allowed to drop classes after the first three weeks of class.  Students should have a demanding course load for all four years of high school.  To this end, FSSA also offers College Now and AP courses.  

College Now is a partnership between public high schools and the City University of New York.  High school students are able to take college courses for credit.  The Department of Education pays the tuition and fees.  At Frank Sinatra School of the Arts, students have studied Acting and Music Theory at Queens College, Dance at Hunter College, Psychology and Literacy and Propaganda at LaGuardia Community College.  We are continuously expanding our college offerings.  Some new classes will be College Composition in Spring 2006 and Figure Drawing in Fall 2006.  Requirements for College Now courses depend upon the partnering College but usually classes are open to Juniors and Seniors in good academic standing.  College Now credits are transferable to the colleges that our students will attend and are a definite “plus” when applying to college.

AP courses are currently being offered in English Language, U.S. History, Biology, Calculus, Spanish, and Macro Economics.  Usually a score of a 3 or higher on an AP exam can earn a student college credit at most colleges and universities.  AP courses have the following requirements:

1. Students must have an overall average of 85 or above (includes all academic and studio classes).

2. Students must have a 90 or above in the subject area.

3. Students must have a written letter of recommendation from a teacher.  The recommendation should emphasize the student’s level of motivation, behavior and academic capabilities.

4. Students must have scored an 85 or better on the appropriate Regents exams.

5. Students will be informed of and must acknowledge;

a. that there will be a summer assignment to be completed and that there is nightly homework.

b. The possibility that they may not be able to be placed in the class if there are scheduling conflicts.

c. That they must take the AP exam at the end of the course and that they will not be able to drop the course after the first week of the 2nd Marking period.

                 d.   That there is a fee for the AP exam ($82.00 as of 2006).  Students who    

                      qualify may have the fee waived.  Fees are due during the Fall sesmester.

                 e.   No more than two AP classes may be taken during a given year.

                 f.    Failure to adhere to the above AP requirements may result in a failing

grade in the course. For further requirements specific to a subject area please see your teacher.

POLICY  FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

All students at Frank Sinatra School of the Arts are expected to adhere to the highest academic and personal integrity.  Violation of these standards includes cheating, falsifying data and plagiarism.

Cheating is deliberate dishonesty and includes, but is not limited to the following forms:

· copying from another student, or making information available to other students knowing that it is to be submitted as the borrower’s own work, and

· use of unauthorized material

Falsifying data is defined as misrepresenting or changing data.

Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s work (in whole or in part) as your own.  Plagiarism should be distinguished from cooperation and collaboration.  Often, students may be permitted or expected to work on assignments collectively, and to present the result collectively or separately.  This is not a problem so long as it is clearly

understood whose work is being presented, for example, by way of formal acknowledgement or by footnoting.

In the event it is established that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty, discipline will result according to the Chancellor’s City-Wide Standards and Intervention.

ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR and SUSPENSION POLICY

OF

STUDIO DEPARTMENTS
All students must adhere to all of the policies of the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts and remain in good standing in all behavioral and academic matters.  The expectation is that all students will conduct themselves in a proper, professional manner both in and out of school and that students will understand the importance of succeeding at mastery levels in their academic and studio classes.

Students facing a suspension must have a review by the entire studio department faculty to determine their eligibility to attend department trips, special activities, performances and in school concerts.  Students in need of academic intervention services must develop an intervention plan with their guidance counselor to assist them toward success in their academic coursework.

