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Tip of the Week: If a school staffer is submitting charter revision paperwork on behalf of the Board, he or she must also submit proof that the Board has delegated this responsibility. Proof can be a letter or email from the Board Chair, or evidence of the Board’s vote (i.e., Board meeting minutes) to delegate this responsibility to school leadership.
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Operations- ALL NYC Charter Schools
[Correction- UPDATE – Action Required] Summer School MetroCard Request
[Resource] NYSED Technology Voucher Program Update
[REMINDER – ACTION REQUIRED] RSVP and Register for Breakout Sessions at the Chancellor’s Principal Conference- Deadline Extended


Oversight- DOE-Authorized Schools
[Reminder - Action Required] Annual Comprehensive Review Special Education Compliance: Documents Due May 8th



[bookmark: _[Correction-_UPDATE_–][Correction- UPDATE – Action Required] Summer School MetroCard Request
All Schools Operating Your Own Summer School/ Deadline: Mid- June 

We apologize for the error included in last week’s communication. OPT is not providing bus transportation for charter schools over the summer. Also, the extended day indicators outlined in last week’s communication is not required for charter schools. We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Notes for those managing summer transportation: 
1. While OPT does not provide stop to school transportation for charter schools over the summer, schools may request MetroCards for students if the program mirrors the DOE structure (hours and days). Email Awilda Rentas with a description of your program, dates, and how many students and include your school OPT code. If your group meets the criteria, OPT will provide MetroCards for you.
1. Charter schools with students mandated for specialized transportation and attending summer school use the NP Summer and Fall reconciliation to identify students that require transportation for the summer (students must have 12-month IEPs, as well as telling OPT the status of these students for September). 

Last task: Please review and update your 2013-14 School Calendar using the NP Calendar application (http://www.opt-osfns.org/opt/vendors/npcalendar/login.aspx) 
(back to top)


[bookmark: _[New_–_Resource]][Resource] NYSED Technology Voucher Program Update
All Schools 
As noted in the February 26 edition of Principals’ Weekly, the NYSED Technology Voucher Program provides funding for eligible schools (i.e., schools where 50% or more of the students were eligible for free or reduced price lunch during the 2011-12 school year) to purchase hardware and software for computer-based testing readiness. 

NYSED excluded a significant number of eligible schools from their initial list and has published an updated list here with all eligible schools. Funds have been redistributed across all eligible schools, so all schools have a new allocation. Many schools will see a slight decrease in funding. 

For guidance on approved purchases and vouchers, please refer to this NYSED page.
(back to top)


[bookmark: _[REMINDER_–_ACTION][REMINDER – ACTION REQUIRED] RSVP and Register for Breakout Sessions at the Chancellor’s Principal Conference 
All schools / Deadline: May 10; Event: May 18 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please RSVP and register for breakout sessions for the Chancellor’s Principal Conference by May 10. This optional citywide event will take place at Brooklyn Technical High School on May 18 and will provide an opportunity to hear from Chancellor Dennis M. Walcott and Chief Academic Officer Shael Polakow-Suransky about the 2013-14 instructional expectations, to learn from keynote speaker Colorado State Senator and founding high school principal Mike Johnston, and to delve into a challenging issue of your choosing in a small breakout session. If you have already registered for the conference, you should have received an email about selecting breakout sessions from Chancellor Walcott and you do not need to RSVP again. For questions, email Katie Connelly at kconnelly3@schools.nyc.gov. 
(back to top)


[bookmark: _[Reminder_-_Action][Reminder - Action Required] Annual Comprehensive Review Special Education Compliance: Documents Due May 8th
DOE Authorized Schools/Deadline: May 8
The Charter Schools Accountability & Support Team (CSAS) is preparing for our Annual Comprehensive Review (ACR), formerly known as Annual Site Visit (ASV). This year’s Annual Comprehensive Review includes a review of Special Education compliance in your school. We ask that your school fill out the attached form and return to us at charterschools@schools.nyc.gov by May 8. 

Our goal in collecting this information is to ensure that the policies and practices in place at your school are in compliance with state and federal regulations that govern special education for students in charter schools. As part of this self-evaluation, we expect that you will provide in narrative form both the written policies as well as practices in your school. For this academic school year, information submitted on this form will not be used in the report that will be generated for each school. There is no minimum or maximum reply length, but please make sure to fully answer each question.

[bookmark: _[Reminder]_ANNOUNCED:_Second]Please submit these documents to our general inbox at charterschools@schools.nyc.gov with your school’s name in the subject line. If you have questions regarding these documents please feel free to reach out to Rick/Sonya/Daree at @schools.nyc.gov with any questions. 
(back to top)
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