Scholars’ Academy High School Summer Reading Program

Summer is here and vacation mode is already turned on.  Relax, rest, and hangout but make time for READING.  You may wonder why you are asked to read over the vacation and I assure you it is not because teachers want to ruin your summer. The reason is simple READING expands your thinking and will help you in more ways than one.  

Studies show:

· When students read over the summer they do better in school in September

· That reading outside the classroom goes hand-in-hand with higher SAT reading and writing scores

· Reading beyond the classroom will build stronger comprehension skills

· The more you read the more extensive your vocabulary 

· When you do not read outside the classroom all academic areas suffer

Remember your future is in your hands.  The path you take today determines your future tomorrow.  I understand that you may need a bit more encouragement to pick up a book this summer so this is what the Humanities Department is proposing.   

Read at least 5 books and earn 5 points per book on a quiz, an exam, or a writing assignment.  You can only use 5 points for one assignment. That would give you an extra 25 points to spend throughout the school year.  No more than 5 points can be added to any one assignment. 

Requirements:

· Keep a separate reading log for each book read

· Write a brief review of each book read

· Submit your reviews and logs in a folder to your humanities teacher by September 9th, 2011 

Format:
· Staple the logs and review for one book together 

· Make sure the review is stapled on top

· This means you will have 5 separate packets 

· Place all packets in one folder

· Make sure your name and homeroom are on all documents

· Miss Shannon will not be able to piece your work together

· If your work is not neat Miss Shannon will not be able to read it and therefore no points will be awarded

All summer reading documents will be available at:

http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/27/Q323/default.htm
Scroll down to News and Announcements towards the bottom of the home page, 

choose Summer Reading and then click on High School Summer Reading Program.

Directions
Your reading logs must include:

· The date

· The title 

· The author

Some suggestions for reading log content:

· General notes

· Summary of the Plot

· A description of the protagonist and antagonist and how they progress throughout the novel

· Any challenging vocabulary encountered as you read

(You may use loose-leaf paper, download the forms from the school website or photocopy the provided hand-out)

The review should be brief (two paragraphs). It should include:

· A summary of the plot without giving away the ending 
· Your opinion of the book and a few substantial reasons that support your opinion
(You may use loose-leaf paper, download the forms from the school website or photocopy the provided hand-out)
The College Board has a great website for high school students. Check it out!  It offers suggestions and a reading list.  I have included some of the selections at the end of the packet.

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/action/index.html
Check out Teens Read Too and Teens Read for some cool reading lists.

http://www.teensreadtoo.com/
http://www.teenreads.com/
The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) provides many lists for award winning books for young adults.

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook.cfm
Name__________________________________________
Homeroom: __________

	Title:                  

	Author:
	Date

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Title:                  

	Author:
	Date

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Name:____________________________________
Homeroom__________

Book Review
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Include your opinion of the book with supporting details.
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This page has been slightly modified and can be found at:

http://www.powerscore.com/sat/help/content/Suggested%20Reading%20List.pdf
(Copy and paste this link into your browser’s address bar.)

Suggested SAT Reading List

Students with excellent reading and comprehension skills find the verbal sections of the SAT much easier to attack. Classic literature offers you a chance to practice reading typical SAT passages and to expand your SAT vocabulary. Carry a book with you at all times, reading whenever you have a few spare minutes, such as during a break at work, in the doctor’s waiting room, or at the pool. While reading, mark any unfamiliar words and define them when you return home. The College Board provides a long list of suggested reading on its website. Below is an abbreviated version of that list, based on the easiest and most interesting books as recommended by PowerScore instructors.
	Book
	Author
	The Plot in 3 Words

	Pride and Prejudice
	Jane Austin
	British romantic comedy

	Wuthering Heights
	Emily Bronte
	Passionate love story

	The Awakening
	Kate Chopin
	Wife finds freedom

	The Red Badge of Courage
	Stephen Crane
	Civil War fear

	Don Quixote
	Miguel de Cervantes
	A madman’s adventure

	The Three Muskateers
	Alexandre Dumas
	Historical French adventure

	Tess of the d'Urbervilles
	Thomas Hardy
	Life is unfair

	Lord of the Flies
	William Golding
	Deserted island boys

	The Scarlet Letter
	Nathaniel Hawthorne
	Punishment for adultery

	Catch-22


	Joseph Heller
	WWII satire

	Brave New World


	Aldous Huxley
	Year 2540 utopia

	The Metamorphosis
	Franz Kafka
	Man becomes insect

	To Kill a Mockingbird
	Harper Lee
	Deep South prejudice

	The Call of the Wild
	Jack London
	Yukon sled dog

	Beloved


	Toni Morrison
	Effects of slavery

	The Glass Menagerie 
	Tennessee Williams
	Difficulty accepting reality 

	The Bell Jar
	Sylvia Plath
	Young woman’s depression

	Les Miserables
	Victor Hugo
	Revenge, Love, Revolution

	The Grapes of Wrath
	John Steinbeck
	Great Depression sharecroppers

	Treasure Island
	R.L. Stevenson
	High seas adventure

	Uncle Tom’s Cabin
	Harriet Beecher Stowe
	Cruelty of slavery

	Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	Mark Twain
	A runaway’s story

	Candide
	Voltaire
	French adventure satire

	Slaughterhouse-Five
	Kurt Vonnegut
	WWII time travel

	The Color Purple
	Alice Walker
	Southern women’s difficulties

	The Picture of Dorian Gray
	Oscar Wilde
	Price of vanity

	Native Son
	Richard Wright
	Depression-era racism


