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The goal of THE HARLEM ANGELS is to put forth positive,
intelligent and enpowered nulti-cultural role nodels in an
early prinme-tinme, cross-over, live action, half-hour (or one
hour) dranmedy with nusic. A sort-of Hi p-Hop H ghway To
Heaven neets an Urban Charnmed. A trio of funky, urban,

apparitional, Hannah Montana's with an educati onal bent.



THE HARLEM ANGELS
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THE HARLEM ANCELS, a singing group of three bright, beautiful
and talented teen-age girls fromHarlem who, on the pinnacle
of break-through success are killed in a car crash on their
way to give a performance. The situation is further
conplicated by the presence of Eddie Ex, an inner city H p-
Hop record entrepreneur and owner of EX Records. Both his
street nane and the nanme of his conpany are Edwin's m sgui ded
attenpt to link hinmself to the "hip and comrercial cachet" of
Mal col m X. Eddie blew his opportunity with both THE HARLEM
ANGELS and their nmanager, M ss Robi nson, when he nade a

di si ngenuous attenpt to help themin their nusic career. He
bel i eves THE HARLEM ANGELS unexpected death has cost hi many
chance with M ss Robi nson or of recouping his investnent.
After all, he says, "They ain't Tupac." H's self-serving
gesture of giving M ss Robinson the naster tape and tearing

up his contract is his unknow ng, one charitable act.

Ironically, as a result of THE HARLEM ANGELS' tragi c end,

M ss Robi nson, now controls their recording rights. She is

t hen unknowi ngly thrust into an "angel -ai ded" heroic act

whi ch provides a platformfor sone |ocal interest in Mss
Robi nson and the nusic that she feared woul d never be heard.
Due to the interest their first and only CDOJ al bum sl owy, but

surely, gets nore and nore publicity.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

The nusic then gets picked up by a legit record conpany, and
goes to #1 on the charts, nore readily and nore w dely
distributed than it would have even if Eddi e had not decided
to shelve it -- which was what he had intended in the first

pl ace.

She accidentally, and unwittingly, first "summons" her |ate
charges when she drops the original and precious CD and
pol i shes the scratches fromit. She does not learn this

until later. However, now devastated by their |oss and
feeling guilty fromthe profits she is making from THE HARLEM
ANGELS' post hunous success, she seeks to nollify her pain by
hel ping "turn things around” for troubled

individual s/famlies, etc. in Harlem

However, M ss Robinson, |learns that noney alone is not the
answer. \Wile depressed and nel ancholy, perhaps frustrated
at taking on a humanitarian task that is nore than she can
handl e al one, plays a song from THE HARLEM ANGELS CD and is
surprised to find that she has summoned THE HARLEM ANGELS who
have "cone back"™ to help her in her quest to be a force for
positive change. M ss Robinson cones to realize that
whenever a situation is beyond her own single effort all she
needs to do to sumon the help of THE HARLEM ANCGELS is to
play a song fromtheir CD (or deno tapes fromtheir

unrel eased second recording) and they will be there.

( CONTI NUED)
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The girls sonetinmes rely on un-earthly powers as well as the
powers of kindness, logic, truth and self-determ nation,
(sonetinmes expressed through song) with a little help from
their previous (and continuing!) hard-earned |learning skills

and education, natural talents, raw energy, and good | ooks.

( CONTI NUED)
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As a clue to their personalities their nanmes are:

ANGELI NA: 13-15 y/o African-Anmerican girl. N cknaned Lena,
sonetines teasingly called Dangelina or Strangelina by the

ot her two because she al ways manages to do some strange or
dangerous thing that seens to get theminto sticky
situations. The potential vanp of the trio, a devil of an

ANGEL. Cones fromtroubling and unfortunate circunstances.

ANGELI KA: 13-15 y/o Hispanic girl. N cknanmed Li ka because
she's so |ikable and sees the good in everyone. "M ss
Congeniality." Conmes fromtroubling and unfortunate

ci rcunst ances.

ANGELALA: 13-15 y/o African-Anmerican girl. N cknaned La-La
for her laid-back L.A personality and just a little slower
than the others to get "it" - whatever "it" happens to be at
the time. Sonetines teasingly called Agita-Angel ala because
she can be so exasperating. Conmes fromtroubling and

unfortunate circunstances.

MANAGER/ TEACHER: Late 20's - early 30's African-Anmerican
woman. M ss Antoi nette Robinson (although her first nane is
never used or known for a long tine), the relatively young
and very attractive school teacher/choir-director/nmentor who
rescued these girls fromtheir predicanents and then

di scovers their talent in her school/church choir.

( CONTI NUED)
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M ss Robinson slowy and patiently works with themuntil the

concept of The Harl em Angel s cones to be.

EDDI E: Late 20's - early 30's African-Anerican man. Edw n
ML.K Sinon a/k/a Eddie Ex. Record conpany owner. In his
late 20's to early 30's, Eddie is an inner city entrepreneur,
al ways on the make, hustling and just this side of legal. He
has found ready cash available in hardcore, sexist, and

vi ol ence | aden hip-hop nmusic with virtually no redeem ng
soci al value other than the dirtier and nastier it gets the
nore noney he seens to nake. Though highly intelligent he is
exploiting his community's weaknesses rather than playing to
its strengths. He is a virtually unredeemabl e character

until he neets M ss Robi nson.

PRI NCI PAL CLAIRE CLIFFORD: Early 40's. M ss Robinson's

of ficious, imrediate supervisor. Sonetinmes a bit too hands-
on with a penchant for a malaprop or two or inverting parts
of words or phrases. Doesn't always conmuni cate what she
means the way she intended to. Not always as hel pful as she
thinks she is. Mss Robinson will soon have to try to start
of fering plausi ble explanations to Principal difford for

st range happeni ngs.

DONNIE (THE DJ): A local DI who sees the tribute wetbsite
that M ss Robinson created for THE HARLEM ANGELS.

( CONTI NUED)
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He emails M ss Robinson, inviting her to an on-air interview
where he gives M ss Robinson the opportunity to tell the
story of THE HARLEM ANCGELS and play sonme of their nusic.
Donni e's broadcast is heard by a legitimte record nogul,

Lester Daniels, who is the owner of PolySlamrecords.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE WEEKLY, OPEN NG SEQUENCE:

MJSI C STARTS on, initially, gray screen. OPEN NG CREDI TS
BEG N. The song (for now) is Eric Capton's Change The
Wrld perfornmed by a female, R&B singer (Patti LaBelle?) in
a pop/ hi p-hop/ gospel style - or THE HARLEM ANCELS wi || have

their own, unique thenme song in this vein.

FAST FADE IN and we are going quickly through sone roons of a
bl eak apartnent in obvious disrepair. There are no adults
around al though there is a SPRI NG ACTI ON RAT TRAP with a few
COCKRCQACHES craw i ng over the MOLDY CHEESE and RANCI D COLD
CUTS being used as bait. As we nove swiftly through the
roons wi th BROKEN W NDOAS (which open only to brick walls or
ot her depressing vistas), BROKEN FLOORBOARDS and PARTS OF
WALLS M SSI NG TATTERED FURNI TURE, etc. we see a 1 YEAR OLD,
FEMALE | NFANT of AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN HERI TAGE (it is ANCELALA as
a baby). She is QUTSIDE of her PLAYPEN that has a GAPI NG
HOLE in it. W can see a whole section of the roomfrom
FLOOR to CEILING with her sitting, baby-style, on the floor.
PAI NT i s PEELI NG and HANG NG from the BLUE ceiling and RED
wal l's. There are BRI GHTLY COLORED PAI NT CHI PS scattered
around her. She reaches for one and as she is about to put

one in her nouth we ....

CUT TGO

( CONTI NUED)



10.
CONTI NUED:  (7)

AFTERNOON, OUTDOCRS, | MPOVERI SHED, URBAN STREET SETTI NG
DEPRESSED AREA. There is some GARBAGE in the streets and on
t he SI DEWALK j ust outside a BROKEN- FENCED, VACANT LOT which
is LITTERED wi th URBAN REFUSE, from conmmon GARBAGE to SOFAS,
OLD MATTRESSES, etc., to a BURNED- QUT HULK OF A CAR. W see
the BACK of a MALE STRANGER attired in a TRENCHCOAT. He
noves furtively and approaches a 7 YEAR- OLD AFRI CAN-
AVERI CAN HI SPANI C G RL (ANGELI KA as a child) who is self-
absor bed pl ayi ng HOPSCOTCH by herself. W never see the
stranger's face as he holds up a TATTERED PHOTO of an
ADORABLE PUPPY in one hand and a sonme CANDY BARS in the
other. The girl takes one tentative step forward, then two
steps back. As she starts to turn away the stranger sweeps
her up and in one notion throws her into his CAR and as the

car speeds away we.....

CUT TGO

..... a different nei ghborhood, although not nuch better. It
is DUSK. A PIMP-MOBILE pulls up to the curb and a MASSI VE
HAND, ADRORNED W TH GAUDY, TWO- FI NGERED GOLD RI NGS AND
JEVELRY, shoves a young, barely, TEEN AGE AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN
GRL (it is a near contenporary ANGELI NA) out onto the
sidewal k. She is dressed nuch too provocatively for her
years and her meke-up, which is supposed to nmake her | ook

ol der, only makes her |l ook nore pitiful. She is left

standing there as the car drives off.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI GHT RAIN begins to fall. She nakes a half-hearted attenpt
at trying to solicit a car or stranger when the light rain
turns into a TORRENTI AL DOAMNPOUR. She is getting SOAKED and
her make-up is RUNNI NG She seeks shelter in the TRANSOM of
a DOORWAY. She is SHI VERI NG and CRYI NG She doesn't see it
but, behind her, the door OPENS and the MJSI C gets LOUDER as
she is bathed in a WARM LIGHT fromw thin. A FEM N NE HAND
reaches out and pulls her INSIDE. W | MVED ATELY CUT TO

| NDOORS to the RECREATI ON ROOM of a CHURCH. She has been
pul l ed i nside by MSS ROBINSON. Inside the rec room a CHOR

of some 15 to 20 nostly ethnic/mnority girls

ranging in age from6 to 16 is the source of the nusic.

Si mul t aneously, the SONG ENDS. Angelina COLLAPSES, SOBBI NG
from EXHAUSTI ON, HUM LI ATI ON and now, RELIEF, at the feet of
M ss Robi nson who CATCHES her before she can hit the floor.
They sink to the floor..... together..... enbraci ng. They are

i mredi ately surrounded by the concerned girls fromthe choir.

END CREDI TS. FADE OUT to COMVERCI AL.



