Planning Ahead for the Parent/Teacher Conferences

1. Write down everything you want to discuss, or any questions that you want to ask.

2. Think about information you can share with the teacher that might help him/her to understand your child better, especially any medical conditions or family circumstances that might affect your child’s learning, behavior, or attendance.

3. Ask your child if there is anything that he/she would like you to discuss with the teacher.

4. If it is available, bring your child’s Report Card with you.

5. Do not bring babies or small children to the conference.  Arrange childcare ahead of time.  Your school-aged child deserves your time and undivided attention at the conference.

6. Do not bring the child whose conference you are attending with you.  It is best to discuss your child’s progress and areas requiring additional support directly with the teacher.

7. If English is not your first language, make arrangements to bring a translator with you, or call the school ahead of time and ask if someone on staff is available to translate.
Tips for Parents for Successful

Parent/Teacher Conferences

1. Arrive on time.  Don't shortchange your opportunity to hear about your child.

2. Remember to introduce yourself.

3. If it helps you to remember what is being discussed, take notes.

4. If you find out there is a problem, try to come up with a plan for improvement.  Ask the teacher for strategies to motivate or help your child.

5. Be open-minded to suggestions from the teacher.

6. Don’t blame or attack the teacher for his or her observations about your child’s difficulties in class.

7. Keep emotions under control.

8. If necessary, follow through with another appointment, or make arrangements to meet or talk again by a specified date.

9. Make sure you visit with all of your child’s teachers and support staff, including, if appropriate, the English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher, Resource Room teacher, Occupational Therapist (OT) or Physical Therapist (PT), Speech teacher, Talented and Gifted (TAG) teacher, etc.  All of these 
· Let your child see how much you enjoy reading.

4. Help your child develop responsible habits:
· Maintaining supplies needed for schoolwork.

· Writing down assignments in a designated place.

· Taking care of schoolbooks so they can be returned and used by others.

· For young children, go over all materials that need to be packed for the next day’s lessons and check to see if any messages have been sent home for you.

Keep In Touch
Your child’s success, now and in the future, depends on a strong home-school partnership.

1. Become involved and stay involved.

2. Visit the school again.

3. Keep in touch with the teachers — and respond promptly if contacted.

4. Attend meetings of our school’s Parents’ Association.

5. Watch for notices of school meetings and activities.  Attend as many as possible.

6. Check your child’s folder for flyers.

7. Take advantage of any Parent/Child workshops that are offered.  They present a wonderful opportunity to share quality educational and fun-filled times with your child at school.

8. JOIN OUR SCHOOL’S E-MAIL GROUP!  Send an e-mail to Nina Lipton, our Parent Coordinator, at the following e-mail address: nlipton@schools.nyc.gov Include your name, your child’s name and class.  Then watch for important school notices via e-mail!
